
Fr. Pergjini’s Message:          October 10, 2021   

  It was October 13, 1917, that made Fatima, Portugal known to all the world that Our Blessed 
Mother promised to the three children that she would give the sign on that specific day at noon time 
to confirm everything she had said. The morning of that day there was a heavy rain and thousands of 
people were patiently and anxiously waiting to see the sign. It was at noon that the sun broke 
through the clouds and started to dance in the sky as thousands of people witnessed the miracle of 
the sun. As I share with you this significant moment in world history as we mark the 103rd 
anniversary of the apparitions of Fatima, I do bring to my mind the beautiful memories that I have 
visiting Fatima. My first time visiting Fatima was many years ago as a seminarian, thanks to the 
generosity of some benefactors who sponsored every year seminarians around the United States to 
visit Fatima. They were remarkable Catholics with a deep devotion and love to our Lady of Fatima. 
One of them, Margaret, may she rest in peace, paid for my trip and was a convert.  Her husband, 
Victor, became Catholic a few weeks before his death when he saw a Catholic priest passing by his 
room. Victor called the priest to hear his confession, receive the anointing of the sick, and finally 
receive Holy Communion. After the death of Victor, Margaret and one of her friends, also a convert 
to Catholicism invited her to go to Fatima. In the beginning she hesitated to go to a place unknown 
to her and she did not believe in the presence of our Lady. Finally, she changed her mind and went to 
Fatima. That trip became the journey of a deep and profound experience of conversion. She used to 
tell us that Victor who was not physically present anymore, but she deeply felt his spiritual presence 
who helped her to enter a new relationship of faith, a journey of conversion eased by the presence 
of Our Lady of Fatima. She beautifully described Fatima as the place where she was touched by Our 
Lady and the desire to become Catholic. She became Catholic on Ascension Thursday as she used to 
remember with great joy every year when she entered the Catholic Church. Yes, indeed, Fatima is a 
place of great interior and spiritual peace who has consoled many souls toward the journey of 
conversion, my soul, too. As I bring to my mind my trips to Fatima, private retreats at   the 
monastery of the Pius the X, the Irish Dominican nuns, celebrating Holy Mass at the Capelina where 
Our Blessed Mother appeared to the three children, and the moving stories of conversion, I firmly 
believe the need to speak and remind ourselves about the message of Our Lady of Fatima told to the 
three saintly children. Repentance and conversion were the words that our Blessed Mother 
frequently mentioned to them. Also, the vision of hell is well known in the history of Fatima. It was a 
tormenting scene for the three little children. They saw the agony  beyond description of tormented 
souls in hell. It was immediately after this vision of hell that Our Lady asked for the spreading of 
devotion to her immaculate Heart of Mary. Today only few people speak about the four last things: 
Death, Judgment, Heaven, and Hell. In the power of Christ there is always hope, hope to be 
saved. Christ reminds in today’s Gospel of Mark that what is impossible for man is possible for God. 
On the other hand, we can never ignore the fact that there is also a threat. It is a tormenting threat 
for those who are unwilling to repent and believe in the Gospel. Hell is the absence of Christ’s love. 
Christ frequently speaks about the consequences of refusing repentance and conversion. Our Lady of 
Fatima insisted to pray for the repentance and conversion. We all hope to listen to the voice of Christ 
through Mary and be with those who are chosen in the light and glory of Christ. We all know where 
Christ is present: In the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, Holy Scripture, in all Tabernacles of our Catholic 
Churches around the world, and in the sacraments. We as Catholics on our knees beg the 
intercessions of Our Lady Fatima to present all of us to Our Divine Savior with humble and contrite 
hearts. At this anniversary of Fatima on October 13th, the miracle of the sun, may we be aware of 
the words of our Blessed Mother to repent and enter humbly and peacefully into the path of 
conversion. May those whom I knew in Fatima and who helped my priestly journey, rest in peace 
and may Almighty Father reward their generosity. 
     Our Lady of Fatima Pray for us!   Amen!    
  
     


