
Message from Father Pergjini:            November 28, 2021  
 
It is the first Sunday of Advent, November 28, 2021. As a child I learned a night prayer that still today, 
after many years, it ends my long and tiring day.  We are blessed to have a chapel in between our 
church and the rectory. It is a small oratory where we say our private prayers and celebrate private Holy 
Mass. My night prayers end with my childhood prayer taught by an Austrian woman, Hilde was her 
name, a holy soul, may she rest in peace.  The prayer was taught to me in German and still today I 
remember it by heart with gratitude to those who have shaped my faith: I must die, but I do not know 
when, where, and how my death will surprise me, but for sure I know that if I die in mortal sin I 
will be lost forever. Please Mother of God, pray for me now and at the hour of my death. Amen. It 
is a very short prayer which reflects very well the spirit of Advent season, to be alert, to be ready. The 
readings of this first Sunday of Advent are very demanding. None of us knows the hour when our Lord 
will come knocking on our door. It is a very powerful statement of Christ saying: “May he not come 
suddenly and find you sleeping.  What I say to you, I say to all: Watch.” They are very deep and 
profound words addressed to every one of us. None of us can promise to ourselves a tomorrow that 
does not depend on us. Also, we cannot do anything about yesterday, it is already the past for which 
we often regret for whatever was not right according to God’s will. However, we do have Today, our 
present time. It is the present time that we have in our hands, and we can use it properly. It is now that 
we can be awake and see the power of Christ who brings us the joy to wait for him. My childhood 
prayer prepares me every single night to be aware of today, to change and be ready to find a moment 
of silence to reflect in the real meaning of the beautiful days that prepare us for the coming of our Lord.  
Advent season is not a time that we go back picturing what happened then, and we try to play a 
liturgical scene making believe what happened two thousand years ago. No, it is not that. It is that our 
Mother Church represents the truth about our Christian existence as well. It reminds us that we must be 
aware about the truth of our salvation and confront this truth honestly before Christ, the hidden 
presence of God who became man for our salvation. We should come out of our own darkness and 
enter a relationship with the hidden Christ who waits for us to open the doors of our souls and minds 
and allow Him to enter into our private, family, and social life. The word Advent for some people does 
not make any difference but for you and me who faithfully come to Holy Mass it does make a big 
difference. The last words of my childhood prayer invoke the intercession of the Blessed Mother to pray 
for me now and at the hour of death, as we all do remember the part of the Hail Mary Prayer. Our 
Blessed Mother is the best model to take refuge in her. She was always praying. None of us can ever 
forget that our Blessed Mother was praying at the Annunciation receiving the message of our 
salvation. At the birth of Christ in Bethlehem we can see Mary praying before our Savior and Redeemer 
Jesus Christ. At the joyful wedding celebration at Cana, she quietly and prayerfully presents the needs 
of the couple before Christ who made possible the miracle changing water into wine. At the foot of the 
cross we see Mary praying. Again, Mary was found praying in the midst of the apostles on Pentecost 
Sunday. Our Blessed Mother has always appeared praying and encouraging all of us to pray, to watch. 
Yes, indeed, Our Blessed Mother, the seat of wisdom reminds all of us of the words of Christ: “You 
must be prepared for at an hour we do not expect the Son of Man will come.” It is an imperative 
commandment, not an option. We must be prepared. How are we prepared? Are we prepared to watch 
in prayer like Mary? You and I must answer that question before Christ. Monday, December 20th from 
4pm -8pm every Catholic church in New York will open their doors for confession. Yes, this year again 
through the powerful sacrament of confession we have a chance to seriously reflect upon our sinful 
past and making a commitment for today to live in a state of grace, to watch with Mary in prayer.  May 
this advent time, with its powerful readings and the celebration of the Eucharist and the exterior beauty 
of Christmas, help us to experience the truth of our salvation!  May my childhood prayer remind all of us 
to think of our death and to be in a state of grace!  Our Lady of Advent, Pray for us! Amen! 



  
      


