
Message from Father Pergjini:            December 5, 2021  
 
     Wednesday, December 8th, is the solemnity of Immaculate Conception. In 1846, before the 
dogma of Immaculate Conception, the bishops of the United States had made Immaculate 
Conception the patroness of our country. On December 8, 1854, Pope Pius IX issued the 
Encyclical defining the dogma of Immaculate Conception. The Immaculate Conception means that 
Our Blessed Mother was destined to be conceived by Almighty Father without original sin to hold in 
her womb the divine body of our Lord, Jesus Christ. Some of the fathers in the East saw a very 
powerful parallel in the two conceptions: that is the mother of Virgin Mary, Saint Ann who was 
sterile and old, she conceived Mary through divine intervention, and the Virgin Mary conceived 
Jesus through the power of the Holy Spirit. As we look back, this feast was celebrated centuries 
before the dogmatic definition. The Opening Prayer of the Holy Mass of this solemnity, beautifully 
and prayerfully describes the full meaning of the Immaculate Conception: “O God, who by the 
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin prepared a worthy dwelling for your Son, grant, we 
pray, that, as you preserved her from every stain by the virtue of the Death of your Son, which you 
foresaw, so through her intercession, we, too, may be cleansed and admitted to your presence. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of The Holy 
Spirit, one God for ever and ever.”  I spent eleven years at Saint Lucy’s parish in the Bronx. The 
parish is well-known for having the beautiful Grotto visited by thousands of people every year. 
Many people are aware, and many others are not that the statue of Blessed Mother standing at the 
famous Grotto is the Immaculate Conception. They come to pray, lighting candles, and getting the 
water from the Grotto, but they never knew the real history of our well-known Grotto. The founder 
of the parish, Msgr. Lombardo Pasquale, may he rest in peace, had a great devotion to Our Lady, 
especially for our Lady of Lourdes and Our Lady of Fatima.  For this reason, he built the Grotto 
which is a replica of the Grotto of Lourdes, France. In 1858, just four years after the dogma of 
Immaculate Conception was officially declared, in a small Basque village of Lourdes, France, Our 
Blessed Mother appeared to the little girl Bernadette. When Saint Bernadette asked the Blessed 
Mother what her name was, Our Lady replied in the Basque dialect: “I am the Immaculate 
Conception.”  The Lourdes apparitions was a powerful affirmation from Heaven to confirm the 
dogma issued four years earlier. The Immaculate Conception was always celebrated in the East 
and West, but when the definition of the dogma became an official holy day of obligation for the 
Roman Catholic Church. The apparitions are a very powerful sign from Almighty Father confirming 
the official teaching of His church regarding faith and morals. As I frequently walked by our Grotto 
every single day, I saw many people praying with great devotion. The power of God is not limited 
only where the apparitions took place at Lourdes, but is powerfully present everywhere, even in the 
Grotto that is beautifully built as a replica of Lourdes. I hope and pray that those who do not know 
yet the history of our Grotto, one day, they will come to know that the Virgin Mary who is looking at 
them and they are fixing their eyes toward the beauty of Blessed Mother, she is the Immaculate 
Conception, the patroness of the United States, and a Holy Day of Obligation, solemnly celebrated 
on December 8th.  
 
     We humbly invoke the intercessions of the Immaculate Conception with trust and hope in her 
powerful presence in our life.  
      
     Immaculate Conception Pray for us! 
      
     Amen! 



  
  
 


