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     The students have started school, both public and our parochial school. At the end of this month, we will welcome, with 
joy, the students enrolled in our religious program! On behalf of our parish, we thank them and all the parents who are 
entrusting their children to our teachers and staff to be prepared for the sacraments of first Holy Communion and 
Confirmation. It is a very important step in the lives of our young students. They will learn a religious subject that they can 
never learn in the public school: how to love and to know God and how to live God’s commandments properly using the 
sacraments of confession and Holy Communion and the gifts of the Holy Spirit received in the sacrament of confirmation. We 
are aware that today is not the same experience as it use to be many years ago. Back then faith was very important in the 
public life and the majority of the faithful practiced their faith. Today many parents are single parents who struggle to raise 
their children in the best way they can. Many of them must work (even on Sundays) which make it very difficult for them to 
attend Holy Mass together as a family. Some of them, unfortunately, do not practice their faith at all. And here is the major 
issue that we have to face every year: mass attendance on Sundays. Every year, in our orientation program, we make very 
clear to every parent that mass attendance on Sundays and Holy days of obligation is mandatory for all students. We try to 
explain to our parents that teaching in the classroom is meant to prepare the students for what takes place during the 
celebration of the Holy Mass on Sundays. The celebration of the Holy Mass is the most essential part of our faith where the 
divine sacrifice takes place and, we as Catholics, believe that Christ is present in the consecrated bread and wine that 
become His Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of Christ. We admire many of you as parents who take seriously this 
obligation to bring along with you your son and daughter to attend mass not only when it is required, but faithfully every 
Sunday and the holy days of obligation. We hope and pray that this demanding requirement is properly understood to help 
you as a parent and through you, your child, will remember one day very well that whatever they learned by the good 
examples of their parents and teachers will help them to communicate same message to their own children one day, God 
willing. On the other hand, there are unpleasant moments for us when we see a student coming alone to attend Mass. As we 
see their parents dropping them off and coming back when mass is over to pick them up, instead being with them during the 
whole time of the celebration.  Sometimes it becomes worse when some of the students come at the end of the mass only to 
sign the Mass card. These unpleasant experiences happen because the control and the good examples of the parents are 
missing. We can never replace or pretend to do what parents are meant to accomplish at their homes. In the home at a very 
young age, we all have learned the first prayer, the most essential one, the sign of the cross and the many other prayers. Our 
families are meant to be the first domestic church where we have learned how to pray and know and love God. We 
understand that we have to be patient and loving with everyone, trying to explain the importance of practicing our faith. This 
is to help all of us, especially your sons and daughters who need to be exposed to the beauty of the liturgy, and we together 
with them worship and give praise to Almighty Father through our Lord Jesus Christ. Only in this way, and no other way, your 
children will start to understand the effects of those humble words and prayers taught by mom and dad, and their good 
example being with them at Mass every Sunday. We are blessed to have many of you as part of our community who practice 
your faith and are willing to teach by example to our future generation. This is a moment we thank all of you as parents for 
saying yes to life and raising your children in our catholic faith by word and deed. It is a blessing for all of us to see many 
children, your children, your joy and your life, in the church and see in them the future of our church and our country. Every 
Sunday, we are gathered to celebrate the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, in that spirit of thanksgiving; we are thankful to Almighty 
Father for you and your children. We take the opportunity to thank our religious director, to our dedicated teachers who every 
year are willing to sacrifice their time and talents to teach and share our Catholic faith with our future generation. Our 
catechists are faithful people of our parish who are willing to volunteer; we are grateful to all of them for their help to our 
parish. We are sure that their teaching experience of our Catholic faith is inspiring and rewarding to our students and to our 
students for the sacraments. They are people of sound integrity who faithfully participate every single Sunday at the Holy 
Sacrifice of the mass and live their faith by good example. We are thankful for our parents. Finally, we hope and pray that 
together we will give good examples to our students who are beginning to learn about our faith, what we believe and profess 
every Sunday after the homily: The Creed, as we all stand saying: “I believe in one God Father Almighty.” The Lord’s 
Prayer: what we firmly hope, as we all together recite with great joy and confidence those powerful words taught by Christ 
himself, before we receive Holy Communion. The Ten Commandments help all of us, as young adults, what to do and what 
not to do. The seven sacraments, from which, we receive the grace and are restored into the life of Christ. These will be the 
basic elements to be taught to our students to know and love God. This is the only way, and there is no other way, that we 
can enter the path of our salvation by being obedient to His voice and following Him. Yes indeed, we hear his voice who 
speaks through the voice of our catechists, from your voice dear parents who pray along with your children before and after 
meals, when you and your children pray before you go to sleep and when you wake up in the morning, from the voice of the 
priest and deacon at the pulpit every Sunday at Mass, and finally His real presence on the altar, body, blood, soul, and 
divinity. We hope and pray that our students may follow Christ, the Way, the Truth, and the Life for ever and ever!  
Amen!         
     May God bless our students, their parents, our volunteers and dedicated catechists!  Amen! 
     May Our Blessed Mother and Saint Benedict intercede for all of us!  Amen! 
  



 


