
 

 

December 6, 2020: Second Sunday of Advent  

In the sixth grade, I made the decision that Boston College was definitely the college I wanted to attend. It was 
where my grandfather, uncle and Dad had gone. And, quite frankly, because my Dad was my hero, I wanted to 
follow in his footsteps and be like him. That was the biggest reason for my decision. My only problem with  
attending Boston College was how I was going to pay for it. My parents could not afford to send me, and I was 
not gifted enough academically to get the necessary scholarships. I was accepted, but paying for it was going to 
be a very big problem. 
 

People confront problems in different ways. But I think they all really come down to one of two attitudes. We 
can either focus on the problem or focus on finding a solution. I tend to focus on finding a solution. I recognize 
that the issues or concerns exist, but I believe that every problem simply presents an opportunity to come up 
with a solution. I have yet to face an issue of which some solution could not be found. I might not always like the 
solution and, in fact, it may at times be really painful, but the solution has always allowed me to begin moving 
forward again. In going to BC, the solution was that I had to work multiple jobs—sometimes 30-60 hours a week—
while going to school full-time. And the solution worked: I obtained what I wanted. It was not an easy or simple 
solution, but it allowed me to accomplish my goal. 
 

I believe that God works by focusing on the solution and not the problem. The very Season of Advent is a reminder 
to us of this truth and reality. Adam and Eve truly messed up the world by the choice they made. They  
compounded the issue further by not taking responsibility for their actions and blaming each other for their  
failure. They created a situation that was beyond their ability to fix. And so, as God looked at their problem, He 
recognized that He would need to step in and help out. He needed to create a solution. 
 

God created a plan for their salvation—a solution that truly was audacious in its scope and details. It was a  
solution that was so awe-inspiring that God needed to give his people time to prepare for what He was planning. 
He worked through so many different people to prepare the way: Noah, Abraham and Sarah, Moses, David, and 
his many prophets. Lastly, He called on Mary and Joseph to take on very special roles, in order to make way for 
the coming of salvation in the person of Jesus Christ. God’s solution was to unite himself with humanity in the 
person of Jesus. It was a plan so outlandish that many could not, or would not, accept it. The idea that God’s love 
and humility are so all encompassing was too much for people. And yet God’s solution was both breathtaking 
and elegant at the same time. He would take on our sins and nail them to the cross. He would die for us so that 
we could once more have the possibility of eternal life with Him. 
 

The whole season of Advent is really about preparing our hearts to accept and live out God’s solution. It is meant 
to help us focus our lives on God’s solution to the problem of how we are to be saved. And the answer is both 
simple and mind-blowing: Jesus!  
 

The problem we face today is that the world and the devil are trying to lead people astray, much in the same way 
that Adam and Eve were led astray. They want us to focus on the problem and become overwhelmed and believe 
that there is no solution. Or, they want us to find the answers within ourselves. We need to become our own 
solution. It is about what we can accomplish. The devil tells us that we can be just like God and, as such, we must 
depend on ourselves to move forward.  
 

Advent tell us—No!  God has the answer. God has a solution. God also has made us a promise and our God is 
faithful and true to his promises. We simply need to cooperate with God’s plan. We simply need to cooperate 
with God’s solution. We simply need to recognize that God will give us the grace we need to be saved if we are 
simply willing to accept it. He gives us the tools to open and make use of that grace: prayer, scriptures,  
sacraments, and the Church.  
 
Advent is truly a time to invite God’s solution into our lives. It is a time to invite Christ into our hearts. It is a time 
to cry out, “Come, Lord Jesus, Come!” 
 



 

 

 
If you have any questions about anything, please do not hesitate to ask me directly, or send your questions to 
me at fr.brian@chelmsfordcatholic.org.  
 

Please keep me in your prayers. 
 
 
In Christ, 

 
Fr. Brian 


