
 

 

August 23, 2020: Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Over the last two weeks we have been talking about vocations.  And the amazing thing about vocations is that all of 
them essentially have three purposes.  First, we are called to understand God’s will in our life and to live it out: each 
vocation is intended to help us live out the salvation Christ won for us.  Secondly, we are called to help others to discern 
and live out their vocation in life.  Lastly, our vocation calls each of us to evangelize our faith.  Christian faith is never 
intended to be private: our faith must be lived out and shared with others.  Evangelization is essential to our faith and 
how we must live our life.  It is not a question of if I should evangelize but rather, how.  Each person is called to do it 
differently. 
 

John Paul II, Benedict XVI, and Francis have each called us to evangelize the world.  But the New Evangelization (which 
really is not new) calls us to first evangelize ourselves, then those of our community who have drifted/walked away 
from the faith, and then the world.  Many Catholics do not like the word ‘evangelization’ because they tend to equate 
it with the Mormons, Jehovah Witnesses or Moonies.  But we must remember that our faith grew, and continues to 
grow for one reason, and one reason only—evangelization.  It is also a direct command from Christ that we evangelize, 
as we hear in the Gospel of Matthew just before Christ ascends to heaven: “Go forth and make disciples of all the 
world, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” 
 

We must remember that we are not simply one faith among many others.  The truth of our faith is real and objective, 
and is not dependent upon what a person feels or believes.  The truth is not simply a set of ideas or propositions: the 
Truth is a person; it is Jesus, who said, “I am the way, the truth and the life.”  Jesus Christ is the incarnate God.  Jesus 
is the second person of the Blessed Trinity.  In the one person of Jesus are united two natures—one fully human and 
one fully divine.  Christ came into the world for one purpose, to save us from ourselves.  We are sinners and we are in 
need of God’s saving mercy and grace to live a life that is centered in salvation.  The death and resurrection of Christ is 
the only way into that life of salvation—for all of humanity—and no other way to heaven exists.  (This does not mean 
non-Christians cannot be saved.  The Church teaches that all people of good will who desire in their hearts to follow 
the will of God, and to the best of their ability intend to do so, can be saved in Christ.)  This has been the consistent 
teaching of our Church for two thousand years; it is the teaching of Christ himself.  And any teaching that denies the 
truth of Christ and his role in salvation in the world is simply wrong.  There is no other way or path to God, or salvation, 
than Christ.  In our day and age this type of thinking is not popular, and many will say that it is too black and white, and 
maybe even intolerant.  But the truth is the truth and we cannot dilute or minimize its meaning. 
 

We have been given a great gift and great responsibility in our faith.  We are blessed to know Christ in our lives.  We 
must, as individuals, come to know Christ not simply in an intellectual way, such as knowing the teachings about Him, 
but in a truly personal way.  We must have a personal and true relationship with Christ.  Our lives must come to be 
centered in that relationship.  We are called to find our strength, hope, joy, love, peace and comfort through having a 
personal and unique relationship with Jesus.  When this happens we have no other choice—as Saint Paul would say—
than to share the truth of Christ with others.  We come not simply to love Christ, but to fall in love with Christ.  In love 
with Him, we recognize that our love must be shared with the world.  We must take up Christ’s mission.  We must take 
up the cross.  We must follow the One who calls us.   
 

The New Evangelization, therefore, begins with looking at our relationship with Christ, to discern its depth and meaning 
in our lives.  Are we ready to be confessors and martyrs for Christ?  Are we ready to proclaim to all the world the 
wonders and glory of God?  Are we ready to be the very presence of Christ in the lives of others?  Are we ready to truly 
die to ourselves that we might rise to new life in Christ and show the world by our lives who Christ is?   
 

The answer to these questions must become ‘yes’ for that is the great gift and responsibility we received in and through 
our baptism.  No Christian is ever physically born a Christian: a choice had to be made to enter into the waters of 
baptism.  The rest of our lives is about saying ‘yes’ again and again and reaffirming each day the choice we made.  It is 
about coming to fall in love with Christ anew each day and proclaiming that love to all the world. 
 

If you have any questions about anything, please do not hesitate to ask me directly, or send your questions to me at 
fr.brian@chelmsfordcatholic.org.  
 

Please keep me in your prayers. 

 


