
 

 

 

September 6, 2020: Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Last week we took on the issue of evangelization, and we explored the reality that through our baptism, we are en-
trusted with the greatest message the world could hear: God loves us unconditionally. God loves us without merit. God 
loves us without reserve. God loves us simply because He has chosen to do so. We are endowed through our baptism 
with the responsibility of sharing this message with the world. God so loved the world that He sent his only Son, not to 
condemn the world but to save the world. We have the rope that can save a drowning world and that rope is Christ. 
The problem we encounter is that the world does not know it is drowning. The world is unaware of its need for Christ. 
We must help the world to understand that having a relationship with God is essential to living a truly human life.  

We are created by God to be in relationship with Him. When we choose not to be in relationship with God, we are 
rejecting our fundamental nature. As we said previously, Jesus, though fully and completely divine, was also fully and 
completely human. In his humanity Christ showed us how to live a truly human life; to live contrary to Christ’s example, 
even in the smallest way, is to reject what it means to live our humanity fully. We have a duty to help people see this 
and, as we said last week, when we refuse that duty we are responsible for those who may be lost to Christ.  

So, how do we come to bring this message to the world? We must look to Christ and see how He did it. Christ’s proc-
lamation of the Gospel was not about miracles or exorcising demons. In many ways those were, at times, distractions. 
Ultimately, Christ preached the gospel by living the gospel. His life became the example we are called to follow. How 
we become evangelizers resides most powerfully in a popular quote of Saint Francis of Assisi: “Preach the gospel and 
when necessary use words.” Our lives as Christians must become the embodiment of the message of the mission of 
Christ. Gandhi was once asked why he did not become a Christian since he referred to the teachings so often. He said, 
“I like your Christ. I do not like your Christians. They are so unlike your Christ.” Many times we become the reason that 
blocks others from following Christ. We preach what we do not live and that turns people off.  

Pope Francis has tried to show us that evangelization is about changing hearts, not stopping actions. We must try to 
touch the hearts of those around us. However, we need to also remember that Christ did not change the hearts of all 
who were around Him, but He still tried. We must remember that God will not measure us by our successes, but by 
our faithfulness. So, how do we bring Christ’s message to the world through our faithfulness?  

We must start by critically addressing our own relationship with God; we must look at the choices we make and ask 
ourselves, “Do my choices reflect God’s will in my life?”  All the choices that Christ made were based on one underlying 
reality, “not my will, but your will be done.” The same must be true for us. If we want to lead others to live a life of 
salvation, then we must be living that life of salvation ourselves. And the life of salvation is not about being “good” but 
about being faithful to the will of God. It is about all our choices and relationships being grounded in, and being built 
upon, our relationship with God.  

To have that relationship we must be living a life of prayer. It is impossible to have a truly intimate relationship with 
God if we do not communicate with Him. We cannot have a real relationship with God if we hardly ever speak to Him. 
And it is not enough to simply pass the time praying when we are engaged in other activities. Although this is not 
necessarily a bad practice, we also need to set aside a time each day dedicated to God alone, and nothing else. The 
Lord gives us 1440 minutes every day. No excuse exists that says I cannot give back 1% of the day—15 minutes—to the 
Lord. No one is so busy that they cannot find 15 minutes each day for speaking with God. Christ was a person of prayer, 
and to represent Christ in the world we must be a people of prayer. Simply put, how will you ever know God’s will for 
you if you do not give Him time enough to tell you? How can you learn to hear what the Lord is trying to tell you if you 
are constantly drowning Him out with activities? We must stop and listen, and like the prophet Samuel, say “Speak, 
Lord, your servant is listening.” And then, do just what He asks of you. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

If you have any questions about anything, please do not hesitate to ask me directly, or send your questions to me at 
fr.brian@chelmsfordcatholic.org.  

Please keep me in your prayers. 

In Christ, 

 
Fr. Brian 


