
 

 

January 17, 2021: Second Sunday of Ordinary Time  
 

I received a text today from Christine, basically asking me if I had sent in my column for the bulletin—they were looking 
for it. I called her back and had to admit that I did not. It was something I had completely forgotten about. The problem 
was that I had written my last four or five columns together because of scheduling issues with the bulletin, and so I 
had gotten out of the habit of writing them on a weekly basis. Instead I became focused on other issues that needed 
to be addressed. I think I became a little comfortable with how things were going and so I simply did not think about 
the bulletin. 
 

This is the reality, many times, in our relationship with God: it can gradually grow distant. We tend to get comfortable 
with our lives, and then over time small cracks appear in the relationship that simply grow and grow. The problem is 
that we don’t notice them because they appear to be there naturally. It is one of the problems I know many people 
have with the pandemic. People have gotten used to not going to Mass and not participating in parish life. They have 
become comfortable with simply watching the Mass from home in their pajamas while drinking their coffee. The prob-
lem is that we can get so comfortable in our relationship with God that it begins to lose its specialness. We lose sight 
of its importance.   
 

It is so easy to lose sight of what truly matters. And it does not usually start with something big. Rather, it starts with 
small things that slowly stack up and create bigger and bigger barriers. Other things begin to take the place of what 
was once the most important thing in our life, or at least a priority. Voila! One day we simply don’t think about it at 
all.  
 

It sort of reminds me of a book written by C. S. Lewis, called The Screwtape Letters. This book takes an interesting 
perspective because it is told from the viewpoint of demons. It consists of a series of letters from a senior devil, 
Screwtape, to a junior tempter, Wormwood. Screwtape is essentially giving advice to Wormwood about how to best 
tempt people away from God. Wormwood desires to tempt the person he is assigned to with great wicked acts. 
Screwtape, on the other hand, observes, “...the safest road to hell is the gradual one—the gentle slope, soft underfoot, 
without sudden turnings, without milestones, without signposts”. This should remind us of what Jesus said: “…the 
road to damnation is broad and easy”. The most dangerous temptations are not the big ones; rather, they are the 
everyday things we take for granted that we do not even notice. They are not really that big a deal. They are not real 
sins. And the more we succumb to them, the more normal they seem. 
 

Screwtape further states an important difference between God and devils in regard to humans: “(God) wants men to 
be concerned with what they do; our business is to keep them thinking about what will happen to them.” In other 
words, the devils need to keep people selfish and thinking only about their own concerns—what is wrong with their 
lives and how things could/should be better. Or… people should take care of themselves first and then worry about 
the needs of others. We are called at all times to love all people unconditionally. Once we are able to place any divide 
between ourselves and others, then we have simply stopped loving as God loves.  
 

Screwtape also observes another essential difference: “We want cattle who can finally become food; He wants serv-
ants who can finally become sons.” God is concerned about our good, and the devil is concerned about what he will 
gain from our fall. The more we give into the small temptations, the more we make ourselves cattle. The more we 
resist temptations through the grace of God, the more we emulate Christ. John Vianney said, “If people would do for 
God what they do for the world, what a great number of Christians would go to heaven.” Most people will work as 
hard as they can to achieve the goals of the world, but will take for granted their salvation and do nothing that will 
necessarily lead them to the narrow and rocky road that Jesus describes. Life is truly short and the question we need 
to ask is, what are we really working towards? How much do we really desire heaven and full communion with God? 
The choices we make really give us our true answer. 
 

It is easy to get comfortable and forgetful. It is easy to let the anxieties of daily life overtake us and allow them to 
become our focus. It seems safer and—to be sure—we all know God will understand. The more we get comfortable 
without God, the more we separate ourselves from Him and the more that anxiety takes over our lives. Again, John 
Vianney said something I think we need to hear and remember, particularly in this difficult time: “My little children, 
your hearts are small, but prayer stretches them and makes them capable of loving God. Through prayer we receive a  



 

 

 
 
foretaste of heaven and something of paradise comes down upon us. Prayer never leaves us without sweetness. It is 
honey that flows into the souls and makes all things sweet. When we pray properly, sorrows disappear like snow 
before the sun.” 
 

If you have any questions about anything, please do not hesitate to ask me directly, or send your questions to me at 
fr.brian@chelmsfordcatholic.org.  
 

Please keep me in your prayers. 
 
In Christ, 

 
Fr. Brian 


