
 

 

My cat, Sally, has an interesting quirk. She will start crying for me to feed her some dry 
food, which she actually likes better than the wet food. I will go to put food in her bowl, 
however, most times when I get to the bowl, it already has food in it. She will look up at 
me with expectation about something more being put in the bowl. I, of course, comply 
and promptly put more food in the bowl and then she happily begins to eat. It’s almost 
like she is not able to see what is already right in front of her. She simply expects that 
more will be given to her.  

In our own lives, we can so easily treat God in this way. We don’t really recognize what 
God has given us and the bounty that already exists in our lives. We simply want more. It is like the  
person who gets the new TV and then realizes that is not enough. You now need a new stand, and then a new 
sound system and then you need... We have a tendency of not being satisfied with what is right in front of us. All 
we can recognize is what we do not have. And that is what we then begin to focus on.  

It is so easy to miss the blessings within our lives. It reminds me of the country song by Rodney Atkins Man on a 
Tractor. 

I woke up the same way this morning 
Like a stranger in my own life 
Tired and confused with too much to do 
Nothing left for my kids and my wife 
Oh, I clung to that first cup of coffee 
Praying, 'God, won't you show me what's real?' 
Then out in the distance I saw through the window 
A man on a tractor with a dog in a field 

He wonders what his life would be like if he could be like the man on the tractor. He is seeing this other life as 
better than his own. He feels overwhelmed and confused by his own life for the simple reason he can only see the 
problems. He does not see the blessings. The song continues…... 

There I was watching and wondering 
My wife came down and sat beside me 
She said, 'it's not about living another man's life 
It's about seeing your own differently.' 
Oh, this home that I love and my children 
What more could one man hope to yield? 
Then she touched my face 
And said, 'there's more than one way 
To be a man on a tractor with a dog in a field.' 

When we can open our eyes not to look for what we don’t have, but rather to recognize what we do, we can 
discover that life can look very different. It really is a matter of perspective and not the simple one of is a glass half-
empty or half-full. It is not the issue of being an optimist or a pessimist. Rather it is about simply accepting what 
God has given us and recognizing the beauty, hope, joy and wonder that exist in what is. It is about realizing “there's 
more than one way to be a man on a tractor with a dog in a field.” 

It is not a bad thing to hope and dream for things to change or be different. The problem only arises when that 
becomes our focus. It is in that moment that we can lose sight of what we already have and lose our ability to find 



 

 

satisfaction and contentment in what God has already placed in our bowl. We simply look for what else God is 
going to give us. We wait in expectation of what we believe is our due.  

We can then grow to resent what others have. We grow to wonder why God is not meeting our “needs.” Life can 
so easily lose its sense of hope, beauty, and joy. We fall into the trap of looking at others lives and wonder why 
ours cannot be like theirs.  We wait by the bowl waiting for God to meet our expectations. But the truth and reality  
of what is needed is that we need to change our perspective and look at our lives differently. 

It is about our willingness to give God praise and thanksgiving for what we do have and acknowledge with what 
God has blessed our lives... “it's not about living another man's life, it's about seeing your own differently.”  

If you have any questions about anything, please do not hesitate to ask me directly, or send your questions to me 
at fr.brian@theholyrood.org.  

Please keep me in your prayers. 

In Christ, 

 

 

Fr. Brian 

 
  


