
Pilgrimage Deep Dive 

For this deep dive, you and your family will go on pilgrimage to one (or more) holy shrine(s). 

While there, spend time in prayer, admiring the grounds, and taking advantage of the quiet and 

beautiful locations. Are you a nature lover? If so, perhaps praying with an outdoor Stations of the 

Cross or spending time in a prayer garden may be for you. Do you have an appreciation for art? 

If so, you may want to spend time in the various chapels with beautiful architecture, breathtaking 

paintings and sculptures, and plenty of stained glass. Whatever your interests, or however you 

prefer to pray, these locations have been designed to help you feel closer to God, and in a sense, 

the places themselves serve as prayer aids.   

 

Here, we have provided a short list of pilgrimage destinations, but it is far from an exhaustive 

list. If you know of other good pilgrimage spots, talk to the faith formation team about them. We 

can let you know if it would be a good fit for a deep dive, and possibly add it to the list for other 

families to enjoy as well! 

 

Note: The website for each shrine has been provided following its description. Please check the 

website for hours and COVID restrictions before planning your trip. Some shrines have more to 

offer depending on the day of the week and some shutdown over the winter months. 

 

Massachusetts 

ST. JOSEPH THE WORKER SHRINE, LOWELL 

37 Lee St, Lowell, MA 01852 

AND 

LOWELL GROTTO 



20 School St, Lowell, MA 01854 

Due to their proximity, it is recommended that these two sites be visited together as a pilgrimage. 

The shrine in Lowell was originally established as a church for the sake of mill workers, with St. 

Joseph selected as the patron. Later, due its rich history, it was dedicated as a Shrine in honor of 

St. Joseph the Worker. The shrine features a museum and the priests in residence offer daily 

mass and confessions. As for the Grotto, it is a replica of the Lourdes grotto in France is right in 

our backyard. The grotto is over 100 years old and has been restored and expanded within the 

last 10 years. Its most notable features are of course the grotto itself, matching the one in France, 

along with outdoor Stations of the Cross, holy stairs, and a large crucifix that can be seen from a 

distance. The grotto is beautiful and can bring plenty of solace to believers and unbelievers alike, 

making it a unique location in the city of Lowell. 

https://www.stjosephshrine.org/ 

 

NATIONAL SHRINE OF OUR LADY OF LA SALETTE, ATTLEBORO 

947 Park St, Attleboro, MA 02703 

Run by the La Salette Missionaries, the shrine is dedicated to Our Lady of La Salette, the 

appearance of the Blessed Mother in the French alps 175 years ago. She appeared bringing a 

message of reconciliation and asked that it be spread throughout the world. The shrine is best 

known for how it celebrates the Advent and Christmas seasons, with displays of 250,000 lights 

and a museum dedicated to Nativity sets from across the globe.  

https://lasaletteattleboroshrine.org/ 

 

ST. ANNE’S SHRINE, FISKDALE 

16 Church St. Fiskdale, MA 01518 

https://www.stjosephshrine.org/
https://lasaletteattleboroshrine.org/


This shrine is mostly outdoors, with hills, gardens, numerous grottos for prayer, outdoor Stations 

of the Cross, and outdoor masses. It also has a museum filled with Russian religious icons, once 

used for family prayers and devotion. 

https://stannestpatrickparish.com/ 

 

CATHEDRAL OF THE HOLY CROSS, BOSTON 

1400 Washington St, Boston, MA 02118 

The mother church of our Archdiocese of Boston is fittingly situated in the South End of Boston. 

Feel free to visit the cathedral at the heart of the Archdiocese, and possibly explore the historic 

South End of Boston while you are there. One interesting detail about the cathedral is that it 

offers four different ways of saying the Mass each Sunday: in English, in Spanish, in Latin (for 

those interested in experiencing the Extraordinary Form of the Mass), and in Ge’ez (a language 

from Ethiopia and Eritrea used in the Alexandrian Rite). 

https://holycrossboston.com/ 

 

MADONNA, QUEEN OF THE UNIVERSE NATIONAL SHRINE, BOSTON 

120-150 Orient Ave, Boston, MA 02128 

This shrine, featuring a breathtaking statue of Our Lady, overlooks Logan International Airport, 

making it both a holy and a scenic location. The statue was built by a Jewish-Italian sculptor in 

gratitude to the Catholic Church for protecting him and his family during the Holocaust.  There 

is both an outdoor shrine and indoor chapel. Lastly, there is a memorial at the shrine dedicated to 

the deceased. The names inscribed in the memorial are perpetually prayed for by priests at the 

shrine. 

https://www.madonnaqueenshrine.com/ 

https://stannestpatrickparish.com/
https://holycrossboston.com/
https://www.madonnaqueenshrine.com/


 

NATIONAL SHRINE OF THE DIVINE MERCY, STOCKBRIDGE 

Eden Hill, Stockbridge, MA 01262 

The national shrine is located on Eden Hill, so named for its natural beauty, and features multiple 

shrines across the grounds. The “Shrine Church,” features daily mass, confessions, group 

prayers, blessing of religious articles, and blessings of individuals. There are several smaller 

shrines as well, many of which are outdoors. There are also many candle shrines, allowing 

pilgrims to light candles for loved ones. The grounds also feature memorial shrines and an 

outdoor, life-sized, Stations of the Cross. 

https://www.shrineofdivinemercy.org/ 

 

OUR LADY OF FATIMA SHRINE, HOLLISTON 

101 Summer St, Holliston, MA 01746 

This shrine honors the apparitions of Our Lady that occurred in Fatima, Portugal in 1917. The 

most memorable part of the shrine is the display of a massive Rosary, believed to be the largest 

in the world. Currently, the shrine is in the process of creating a memorial garden in honor of 

those who passed away in the opioid crisis. 

https://www.xaverianmissionaries.org/fatima-shrine-holliston-ma/ 

 

 

Across New England 

SHRINE OF THE LITTLE FLOWER, NASONVILLE 

35 Dion Dr, Burrillville, RI 02830 

https://www.shrineofdivinemercy.org/
https://www.xaverianmissionaries.org/fatima-shrine-holliston-ma/


This shrine can boast as one of the first in the world to be dedicated to the “Little Flower,” St. 

Thérèse of Lisieux. This is especially significant given the miraculous healing, attributed to her 

intercession, that took place just weeks after the creation of the parish the shrine is a part of. The 

shrine features daily mass, outdoor Stations of the Cross, holy steps (a recreation of those found 

in Spain), and a living rosary. 

https://burrillvillecatholic.org/shrine-home 

 

THE SHRINE OF LOURDES IN LITCHFIELD 

83 Montfort Rd, Litchfield, CT 06759 

This shrine was built as a replica of the Lourdes Grotto in France. The grounds include both an 

outdoor and indoor chapel to Our Lady, along with monuments to numerous saints. One of the 

best-known features of the shrine is the Way of the Cross, which finishes on a hill overlooking a 

stunning depiction of the Crucifixion scene. The shrine holds outdoor masses multiple days a 

week.   

https://shrinect.org/ 

 

ST. ANNE’S SHRINE, ISLE LA MOTTE 

92 St Annes Rd, Isle La Motte, VT 05463 

This shrine, devoted to Mary’s mother and Jesus' grandmother, is situated on Lake Chaplain in 

Vermont, at the site of the oldest settlement in Vermont. The grounds feature numerous places 

for prayer, including an outdoor Stations of the Cross, and the lakefront view is breathtaking. 

The shrine also displays a collection of crutches and mobility aids once used by, and no longer 

needed by, those who have been miraculously healed by the intercession of St. Anne. 

https://www.saintannesshrine.org/ 

https://burrillvillecatholic.org/shrine-home
https://shrinect.org/
https://www.saintannesshrine.org/


 

SHRINE OF OUR LADY OF LA SALETTE, ENFIELD 

410 NH-4A, Enfield, NH 03748 

This shrine was built to be a replica of the site where Our Lady appeared in LaSalette, France. 

The shrine features a rosary pond, outdoor Stations of the Cross, and holy stairs. Similar to the 

shrine in Attleboro, the shrine in Enfield also features an impressive lights display during the 

Advent and Christmas seasons. 

https://lasaletteofenfield.org/ 

 

 

Outside New England 

ST. JOSEPH’S ORATORY, MONTREAL, QUEBEC, CANADA 

3800 Queen Mary Rd, Montreal, Quebec H3V 1H6, Canada  

A basilica in the heart of Montreal that was built by the recently canonized St. André Bessette. 

The shrine is a popular spot for pilgrims across North America, especially due to the miracles 

associated with Brother André. The shrine features multiple churches for mass, silent prayer, and 

adoration, along with a votive chapel. The grounds are equal to the church interiors in beauty, 

with a garden Stations of the Cross and a nature reserve. The shrine also has a museum dedicated 

to sacred art from Quebec and abroad.  

https://www.saint-joseph.org/en/ 

 

BASILICA OF THE NATIONAL SHRINE OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION, 

WASHINGTON 

400 Michigan Ave NE, Washington, DC 20017 

https://lasaletteofenfield.org/
https://www.saint-joseph.org/en/


A basilica in the heart of Washington, DC situated on the Catholic University of America’s 

campus. The basilica lives up to its title as the National Shrine of the United States with over 80 

smaller chapels which represent and honor over 20 nationalities and ethnicities. The basilica is 

also well known for its music, as it has a devotion to sacred music and holds frequent organ 

recitals. 

https://www.nationalshrine.org/ 

https://www.nationalshrine.org/

