
 

 

March 21, 2021: Fifth Sunday of Lent 

 
When I was in high school I read the short story The Lady or The Tiger?  It was an 
interesting story that leaves the reader without a clear answer as to what happened at 
the end.  The gist of the story is that in a particular kingdom the king devised a particular 
way of discerning guilt or innocence.  A person charged with a crime would be brought 
to the arena which featured two doors.  Behind one door was a lady, and if that door was 
chosen the person would, without delay, marry the lady.  Behind the other door was a 
tiger that would kill the person instantly if that door was chosen.  In the story the king 
has a daughter who falls in love with a handsome commoner, and when the king finds 

out he is furious.  He immediately has the young man arrested and, after a few days, brought to the arena.  The princess 
is able to find out which door has the lady and which has the tiger.  The young man, as he stands in the arena, looks at 
his lover to see which door he should open, and she indicates the door on the right.  And so, you are left with the 
question, which one did she direct him to—the lady or the tiger? 

At the end of our life, we too will make a choice—one that was actually determined during our lifetime.  There will be 
two doors: one leading to heaven/salvation and the other leading to hell/damnation.  And, like the young man in the 
story we will have someone to look at who will show us the door we should open; we will look at the face of Christ who 
will give us the proper directions. 

The difference is that here and now we can begin to discern which door Christ is directing us to.  The reality is that 
salvation or damnation for us is not determined by chance, as in the story, or by the whim of a particular person.  Instead, 
it is determined by our choices.  Each choice we make is either leading us to the door of salvation or the door of 
damnation; there is no third option.  Our choices truly do matter and they help determine not just the life we live here 
and now, but also the life that is to come.  We are either already living a life of salvation or a life of damnation, and each 
of us alone can determine which one it is. 

The wonderful thing is that—as we heard in last weekend’s Gospel of John—“God so loved the world that He sent his 
only Son, not in order to condemn the world but that the world might be saved through Him.”  Our God is a God of love 
and mercy who desires only what is good for us.  He will pour out over us his grace and mercy.  He will do all He can to 
lead us to the correct door.  He will give us all the gifts necessary to help make this happen.  He will even allow us to 
mess up and move toward the wrong door, but will allow for conversion and repentance in order to help us move back 
toward heaven’s door.  He helps us to know the way of salvation through the teachings of Christ and his Church.  The 
Bible is our guidebook for navigating this world.  He gives us the sacraments to fortify and strengthen us with his grace, 
to help us make the correct choices.  And when we mess up—which we are bound to do—we have the sacrament of 
penance to get us back on the right course.  Through prayer He speaks to us, and through that conversation He helps us 
grow in relationship with Him.  And it is through this relationship that we learn to truly discern the person we have been 
created to be, and what it means to live out the life that we have been called to live.  In his generous love, God gives us 
all we need to live a faithful life that will lead us to the correct door.   

The question we have to ask ourselves is, which door are we getting ready to open?  And we can honestly answer that 
question, not in how the world would answer it but in how Christ would.  We live in a world that believes its teachings 
are correct and the Bible has it all wrong.  Actually, there is nothing new in this.  Christ made it very clear when He said, 
“If the world hates you, realize that it hated me first. If you belonged to the world, the world would love you; but because 
you do not belong to the world, and I have chosen you out of the world, the world hates you.  Remember the word I 
spoke to you, ‘No slave is greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they kept my 
word, they will also keep yours.” The whole point of the cross is that the world rejected Christ and that is why He was 
crucified.  Christ spoke against the culture and the norms of the time that contradicted the truth which He spoke.  And 
the truth is objective and unchangeable since, ultimately, it is not a set of ideas, but rather, a relationship with Christ.   

 

 



 

 

 

And Christ alone determines the rules of the relationship. In order to choose the correct door, we cannot leave it to 
chance.  Our choices alone, and how they speak about our relationship with Christ, will determine this decision for us. 

God loves us unconditionally and because of his unconditional love, He will allow us to open the other door.  
Unconditional love will always want what is best for the other, but will never force the other to act in a particular way.  
God will never treat us like puppets who must follow his will.  He will invite us and will give us what we need to make 
the right choices but, ultimately, it is up to us to make the decision.   

We must examine our lives using the mirror of scripture, the teachings of the Church, and prayer, to discern the door 
we will open.  May we use this Lent to truly examine our lives.  May we use this Lent to be truly honest with ourselves 
as we answer this question: If I were at those two doors right now, which one would Christ direct me to? 

If you have any questions about anything, please do not hesitate to ask me directly, or send your questions to me at 
fr.brian@chelmsfordcatholic.org.  

Please keep me in your prayers. 

In Christ, 

 

Fr. Brian 

 

  


