
 

 

 

As we celebrate Pentecost—the coming of the Holy Spirit and the birth of the 
Church—it causes me to reflect on the current conditions in our nation and, really, 
in many other places if not most of the world. We are in a very difficult place and, 
in many ways, a very different place from what I grew up with. But, honestly, it is 
not a situation very different from many others in the history of our nation. As we 
are faced with what people are calling the culture war, we see people entrenched 
on both sides, bound and determined to give no quarter to the ones they see as 
the enemy. We are faced with very difficult issues, some of which arise from 
almost the start of our nation, and others that have a more modern complexion 

to them.  

The issues are broad and range across many different fronts. The social unrest and divide that exists in our 
nation, based on how we view all of these issues, creates a problem in developing an ability to communicate 
about them. The biggest problem is that at times the differences that exist are not always as simple as people 
perceive them. And, the divide exists not simply in the world as a whole, but even within the confines of our 
Church. But, if we are honest about it such divisions have always existed in the Church, even from the beginning. 
The Acts of the Apostles makes that clear to us. Issues such as social equality, gender, sexual orientation, pro-
life, the role of the family, health issues, and so forth can generate an inordinate amount of heat without much 
light.  

We also live in a world where past mistakes can be used as a weapon to demonize and cancel people out. It 
matters not what a person may believe currently; all that matters is what can be discovered in their past and 
that is enough to pillory the person. We seek to address issues simply by promoting our idea of justice without 
a sense of mercy. We do not want to recognize that people can and do change. Nor do we want to challenge 
someone to change, but rather, we choose to silence them. We are ready and willing to condemn those who do 
not meet our standards: the most important issue is to uphold those standards, and those who disagree with or 
transgress them are, by definition, the enemy and must be stopped at all costs. 

What we are confronting as a nation is something I call malignant individualism. And it is an issue that exists on 
all sides of the political and religious spectrum. It is the idea that discerning reality is simply based on the view 
of the individual. In this way of looking at the world there are no facts, evidence, or anything else that dissuades. 
The reality is that anything that contradicts the view of the individual is either a false or fake narrative, or shows 
the bias and hatred of the individual who is contradicting the other’s perception of reality. The very contradiction 
of another's views is a sign of their corrupt view of the world. The person again is the enemy that must be 
stopped. And there is an all-or-nothing way of looking things. You are either completely with me or you are 
against me. Any sign of compromise is a sign that you are not really committed to the truth.  

In our historical mythos, we can see how this problem arose. We have the Horatio Alger stories of the self-made 
man who can raise himself up no matter the circumstances. He just has to have the drive and determination to 
truly succeed. We have the misinterpretation of the David and Goliath story—where the small individual is able 
to, on their own, overcome the greater forces against them. Or, the line I so often hear from people, that God 
helps those who help themselves. All these ideas are deeply problematic from a Christian/Catholic perspective.  

We must realize that any human being who truly succeeds does so only because of the gifts and talents they 
received from God. Their ability to make use of those gifts comes about because of the grace of God. It is the 
fact that God is working in their lives which enables them to succeed. No human being can achieve anything of 
true worth or value apart from God. David beat Goliath not because of anything unique to David. David himself 
makes it very clear in the story. Goliath was not coming up against David, but against the God of Israel whom he 
had insulted. David was also clear that Goliath was going to lose, because he was fighting not David, but God. In 
this story it is really Goliath who is the underdog not David, for God was squarely on David’s side and fighting 



 

 

with him. And God does not help those who help themselves—that is a heretical thought. God helps those who 
wholly and completely understand that they are totally dependent on God to accomplish any good in their lives. 

The way we combat this malignant individualism is to reject our mythos and, instead, embrace the truth of 
natural law. All things are created by God. All things get their purpose, order, and end through God’s creative 
will. As human beings we must recognize what God’s intentions are and make use of what He has created in the 
way that He intends. It is no longer about me but about God. 

If we base our perception of the world in this way, then we are trying to be God’s agent in the world. How we 
come to deal with others will be very different. I would like to look at that next week. Please join me. 

If you have any questions about anything, please do not hesitate to ask me directly, or send your questions to 
me at fr.brian@chelmsfordcatholic.org.  

Please keep me in your prayers. 

In Christ, 

 

Fr. Brian 

 

  


