
 

 

Last week I spoke about my hiking trip through Yellowstone. It was a great trip, but the last 
night provided our most memorable moment. After we had set everything up and had 
dinner, we had a visitor come into our camp. It was a black bear. I remember being in my 
tent and Tim, our guide, coming to me and telling me about the bear. He told me not to 
worry since the bear was more afraid of us than we were of the bear. I disagreed with him 
and replied that I was not sure if that was true, considering the bear could eat me and I could 
not eat the bear. However, Tim proved correct. The bear climbed a tree to get away from us 
and during the night quietly went away. The bear wanted nothing to do with us. In the 

morning we simply packed up and finished our journey. 

In many ways, our interaction with the bear can really mirror our interactions with the world. Our decisions on how to 
act can be based on what the world tells us is true, or more likely, what we want to be true. Most of us have our own 
ideas about how the world should work and how our relationship with God should happen. We can react and make 
choices for different reasons: fear, desire, passion, compulsion and the like. The choices we make in these ways will 
almost always bring us down a path that is not of Christ. The only way we can be sure that we are making the right 
choices is to understand what Christ expects us to do. It is not about what we want Christ to think, but rather, it is about 
what Christ actually thinks. And Christ ensured that we could know this with true certainty.  

The role of the Church again is to ensure that this mission of Christ continues, and one of the most powerful ways the 
Church does that is through the truths she teaches. We must remember again that truth is not simply a set of ideas or 
principles that we get to pick and choose from. Rather, truth is a person—Jesus Christ. Jesus is the way, the truth, and 
the life. Truth is real, objective, and unchangeable. The truth Christ gave us has not changed for 2000 years and will not 
change for the rest of time. We come to know this truth through a real and credible relationship with Christ. The Church 
helps us to understand that relationship and to grow and develop that relationship. Without the Church to show us the 
way, we would get lost. 

Through the Apostles, Christ empowered the Church to proclaim his teaching throughout all ages. The Holy Spirit has 
ensured that over the last 2000 years the Catholic Church has never taught in error. (This does not mean that certain 
individuals—even bishops—have not spoken in error or done things that were wrong. The Holy Spirit does not diminish 
a person’s free will.) We must believe that the Church, when it comes to teaching faith and morals, is indefectible (which 
means it cannot fail or fall into error). Why is this so important? If the Church taught error, then it would ultimately 
become impossible to know what to believe and what not to believe. If Christ did not give us an authentic voice to listen 
to, then how could one possible decide what is truth? How could one possibly know which path one must take to walk 
the path of salvation? Yes, we have the scriptures but, without an authentic voice, how can we know whose 
interpretation of those words are true and correct? In time, without a true guide, we would eventually get lost. The 
Church—and the Church alone—is that true guide empowered and protected by the Holy Spirit who gives us the 
direction we need to know to walk the path of salvation. 

The authentic teaching of the Church is promulgated through the magisterium. The bishops  

alone hold the authoritative teaching authority of the Church and Christ. (Bishops can personally go into error and lead 
lives contrary to Christ, but the Holy Spirit ensures that does not impact the authentic teaching of the Church.) The 
teaching of the Church also must always be in concert with the scriptures. The Church can never teach anything that 
contradicts or contravenes the Bible. All of the Church’s teaching is derived from, and is a natural extension of, what the 
scriptures teach us. The Church, guided by the Holy Spirit, authentically interprets the meanings behind the scriptures 
and how we are called to live out those teachings in our lives. 

The teaching of the Church helps us, therefore, to understand what it is that Christ expects of us in the life we are called 
to lead.  We do not get to pick and choose what we want to believe. We can of course struggle with the teaching of the 
Church and even have doubts, but to reject the teaching of Church is a rejection of Christ and the work of the Holy Spirit. 
And the teachings of the Church are not only intended for Catholics. The Church must intervene and speak out at times 



 

 

when people are being led astray in ways that are destructive. Our faith, as Catholics, can never be considered a private 
faith. Faith in Christ must be public and lived with the direct intention of bringing others to Christ.  

By embracing the teaching of the Church, we can be more authentically open to our vocation and come to understand 
how we can be instruments of Christ’s mission. Therefore, the teaching of the Church draws us away from self to live a 
Christ-centered life. To understand this truth, it is necessary to understand why we need the Church. 

We will continue this discussion next week. 

If you have any questions about anything, please do not hesitate to ask me directly, or send your questions to me at 
fr.brian@chelmsfordcatholic.org.  

Please keep me in your prayers. 

In Christ,  

 

Fr. Brian 


