
 

 

Last Monday—on the holiday—we went hiking up the Welch-Dickey Trail in New  
Hampshire with over twenty people. It was a wonderful experience for so many reasons. 
We had a diverse group of people, by age, families, abilities, and so forth. As we trav-
ersed the mountain people hiked at their own speed, and those who were quicker would 
simply stop and wait for the others to catch up. We spent our lunch time together at the 
first peak.  After some more hiking we stopped at the other peak to celebrate Mass. The 
backdrop for the Mass was an amazing view of fall foliage, blazed in a wonderful display. 
The colors were rich and vibrant. I actually spoke about it in my homily as a sign of God’s 
presence with us. We just need to open our eyes to recognize what He is doing.  

Also interesting, as I think about the celebration of the Mass itself, was that we were a sign to others who were 
hiking. It was clear that people were fascinated by what we were doing. Some stopped and took pictures of us. 
Others—I could tell—stopped and prayed for a moment. In that moment our group became a sign on the moun-
taintop of people who were turning to God. In a small way we were helping God to plant seeds in other people’s 
lives. 

What was also an awesome sign of God’s presence with us was the support that people were giving each other. 
People went out of their way to help each other when they hit a particularly difficult spot to traverse. Without a 
thought they simply pitched in to get people over the humps.  

God is always working in our lives, but we do not always recognize the truth of what God is doing. Sometimes it is 
simply because we are so “busy” that we miss it. Other times it is because God is not doing what we want Him to 
do. He does not act in the way we believe is appropriate according to our view of the world. Quite honestly this is 
what happened to Jesus some 2,000 years ago. Jesus was not the kind of Messiah they were looking for or wanted. 
He did not fit their mold of who the Messiah should be. So, they continued to ask Him for a sign. 

He simply told them that no sign would be given them but that of Jonah and the Queen of Sheba. The Ninevehites 
repented at the mere preaching of Jonah, and the Queen came to seek out Solomon to hear his wisdom. Jesus made 
it clear that He was greater than both Jonah and Solomon. If they had true faith, just hearing Jesus should have been 
enough, but they simply did not have ears to hear, or eyes to see who was right before them: God himself. 

Beyond that, Christ did perform many signs: He healed the sick; He brought sinners to true repentance; He raised 
the dead; and He gave people hope and joy. However, no matter what He did, it was never enough. They always 
came up with a reason not to believe him. There was always a reason why a particular sign did not count. In fact, 
after Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, their response was that they needed to kill both Jesus and Lazarus. We can 
always find reasons why the sign that God gives us is not legitimate. People have been doing that since creation 
began. 

As Christians we are called not to put God to the test. We should not be seeking to make God prove himself. God is 
God: He does not need to prove himself to us. Faith is not about proof—it is about trust. Signs will be given us but 
not at our bidding. God alone will decide when signs are necessary to help us know how to proceed. He has given 
us all we need to know about how to live life and live it to the fullest; we simply need to pay attention to the signs 
that He has already placed in our lives. 

He has given us the scriptures which teach us about faith and morals. Faith is what we are called to believe, and 
morals are how we are called to live out that faith. And the great thing is that when it comes to faith and morals, 
the scriptures can never be wrong. God has made sure of that. And He has given us the teachings of the Church for 
gaining a deeper and clearer understanding of the scriptures. Again, the teachings of the Church when it comes to 
faith and morals cannot be wrong. The Holy Spirit ensures that the Church will never go into error in its teaching. 



 

 

We also have been given the great gift of prayer to help us be open to God’s will. As we turn to God in prayer, it is 
not for us to tell God what to do but, rather, to open ourselves to God’s purpose for our lives. Prayer is a means to 
growing in our relationship with God, and through prayer, we come to understand the direction God wants us to 
take. We, of course, use scripture and the teachings of Church to make sure that what we are interpreting from God 
does not fall into error and take us in the wrong direction. 

Finally, He has given us the sacraments to strengthen us, each in its own way—to hear, see and recognize the direc-
tion He wants us to go in. The real question is not, is God giving us signs? Rather, are we paying attention and 
responding to the signs He has already given us?  

May we learn to open our eyes and ears to see and hear how God is acting in our lives. 

If you have any questions about anything, please do not hesitate to ask me directly, or send your questions 
to me at fr.brian@theholyrood.org , or if easier please call me at 978-254-0560. 

Please keep me in your prayers.   

In Christ, 

 

Fr. Brian 
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