
 

 

A few years ago, I was up at Jay Peak in Vermont skiing. During that time we got 
hit with a big snow storm that dumped about 2 feet of fresh powdery snow. I know 
most people are not all that happy with getting that much snow. I, on the other hand, 
was having the time of my life. I love skiing in fresh powder; so whether or not 
getting that much snow was a good or bad thing is really a matter of perspective. 
I think you can guess what my thoughts might be on the issue. 
 

Perspective is important in how we come to understand any relationship we have. 
Our perspective of someone really impacts how we come to perceive the person. 
Who do we think they really are? How important are they to our life? The impact 

they have on us as a person and our vocation in life is largely determined by our perspective of who we 
believe the other person to be.  
 

What is true of our relationship with other human beings is also true of our relationship with God. Many of us 
growing up had an image of God as an old man with a big white beard sitting on a throne with angels 
flapping all around Him. Hopefully, as we matured, this image or perception of God began to change. There 
are many reasons for this change in our perception of God. Each of us had different experiences throughout 
our lives, and these experiences came to influence our perspective on God. In turn, our change in perspective 
influenced how we interpreted the meaning of basic Christian teaching.  
 

What does it mean to us that Christ became one like us in all things but sin? What does it mean to us that 
Christ died and rose from the dead? How do we understand God’s mercy and love? What does it mean to 
be part of a community that is centered in Christ? How do we come to understand what God wants from us 
and for us?  
 

To answer these questions, we need to ask ourselves: how have I experienced Christ in my life? Or, have I 
experienced Christ in my life. I was excited about the snow at Jay Peak because I had skied in fresh powder 
before, and so I knew from experience what to expect and how to handle it. It is easy to simply think: well, I 
believe and that is enough. But the truth is that to be open to Christ, as we are all called to do, we must be 
open to experiencing Christ. And, we must be open to recognizing how Christ is acting in our lives each day. 
It is never a question of whether or not Christ is there; if you are baptized, Christ dwells in you through the 
Holy Spirit. The question is, how important is it to you to have an experience of Christ in your life? It should be 
of utmost importance to you.  
 

We can only come to discern a true perspective of Christ if we are willing to put work into it. When we are 
willing to take the time to contemplate the reality of God in our lives, we will find the answer to how He is 
working both in our lives and in the world. 
 

Ultimately, how do we come to imagine who God is and how much He matters in our day-to-day lives? We 
are given a great gift to help us discern the importance of God in our lives and that is the Bible. Saint Jerome 
said that “ignorance of Scripture is ignorance of Christ.” He is telling us that to have a true perspective on the 
meaning of Christ in our lives, we need to be knowledgeable of the scriptures. They need to become a real 
part of our daily lives. This certainly is a challenge because we all have very busy lives. But again, it is a 
matter of perspective. How important is God to you and how much time are you willing to give Him? God has 
given you 1440 minutes every day. How much of that time are you willing to share with Him?  
 

I hope that as Catholics we are willing to take a little time each day to open our Bibles—to discover what 
God has to say to us. Trust me… if you are willing to do this, it will change your perspective and your life. 
 

If you have any questions about anything, please do not hesitate to ask me directly, or send your questions to 
me at fr.brian@theholyrood.org , or if easier please call me at (978) 254-0560. 
Please keep me in your prayers. 
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