
 

 

One day, while I was pastor of Saint Francis in Dracut, I was sitting in the rectory 
chapel with my cat Harry on my lap when outside a huge number of crows came 
flying onto the lawn. Harry immediately sprung from my lap and leaped up onto 
the windowsill. He gazed intently at those birds and it was fascinating to watch him. 
With very movement they made, he would turn his head and sort of yell at them 
the way cats do. What amazed me was the intensity Harry displayed as he  
observed those crows. It made me think about my relationship with Christ and 
whether or not I show that same intensity. He was determined to see what the crows 

were up to. How determined am I in trying to stay as focused on Christ as Harry was on those birds? 
 

We often can fall into a trap, as Christians, of seeing our faith as a bunch of propositions that we need to 
believe in. As long as we keep the Ten Commandments and maybe somewhat follow the beatitudes, we should 
be okay. We treat our faith as a set of rules and regulations that are intended to be followed. We need to 
learn some facts about God and as long as we are “good people” we have accomplished all that God is 
expecting of us. 
 

The season of Advent reminds us that our faith is something very different from rules to be followed. Our faith 
is not simply about believing in some stuff; rather, our faith is about encountering the living God. This time of 
year is not just about getting ready for Christmas. More importantly, it is about preparing to meet Christ, not 
simply the babe in Bethlehem, but the one who died and rose from the dead, and is now seated at the right 
hand of the Father. It is a reminder that our God came into this world to be one with us in order for us to be 
one with Him. Yes, we have our beliefs about God and how we are called to live our lives. And we must seek 
to live our lives in accord with those beliefs. But the statements of faith—our dogmas and doctrines—are not 
the purpose of our faith: rather, they are intended to be a means of helping us encounter the living God. 
When we speak about God being Trinity, or Jesus’ death and resurrection being the only means of salvation 
for all of humanity, these teachings are not the end point, i.e., to simply believe in and then go on with your 
life. The teachings of the Church give us the context and know-how to understand what it means to encounter 
the living God.  
 

The problem we experience among so many, whether or not we attend Church, is that we focus on the teachings 
as the end point. We determine what teachings we will agree or disagree with, and that becomes the content 
and context of our faith. The early Christians did not preach dogma or doctrine; they preached about their 
encounter with Christ and how that changed the life they were living. This encounter gave rise to understanding, 
and that understanding is what brought about dogma and doctrine. Yes, the Church teaches and believes 
particular things about God and the moral life that we are called to live. And those teachings when they 
become dogma or doctrine are inerrant. But, still, we must understand that the Church’s focus is not on our 
living out those particular teachings perfectly because, quite frankly, we will not. We are not a Church of 
saints, but a Church of sinners striving to become saints. People will struggle with their beliefs and that is quite 
natural. Christians from the time of the Apostles have struggled. Doubt and struggle does not indicate a lack 
of faith, but a faith striving to believe.  
 

The question we must ask of ourselves at this time of year is: Am I ready? Ready for what, you might ask. Am 
I ready to meet Christ? Our readiness is not about being the perfect believing Christian. Our readiness is 
about being humbly open to encountering Christ—being open to whatever Christ may be saying to us and 
leading us to be. In order for that to happen we need, in a sense, to be like Harry. We need to become 
focused on Christ and be watchful for every movement He might be making in our lives. I guarantee you right 
now that Christ is part of your life. And I further guarantee you that Christ is acting in your life. We simply 
need to be watching for how He is doing that. When we are open to encountering Christ, we are truly  
preparing for his coming in the way that this season of Advent entails. Let this season truly be the time that we 
discover just how much Christ truly loves us. Let this season be the time that we discover what it truly means for 
us to be focused on Christ. Let this season be the time we discover what it means not simply to love God, but  



 

 

 
 
 
to fall in love with Him—not through something we were taught but through an encounter with Him. 
 

God bless you all at this holy time!!  
 

If you have any questions about anything, please do not hesitate to ask me directly, or send your questions 
to me at fr.brian@theholyrood.org , or if easier please call or text me at (978) 254-0560. 

Please keep me in your prayers.   

In Christ, 

 

Fr. Brian 
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