
 

 

On October 14th, I acquired two new cats named Emerson and Berkley. I have 
to admit that I had a lot of expectations about how it would go when they came 
into my life. However, in reality things were quite different. I recognize that all 
cats are unique and you need to give them some space and time to get  
acclimated to a new environment. It requires a lot of patience and  
understanding about their needs. Cats are, of course, social animals but they 
are not pack animals. For cats, it is more about their territory—what they claim 
as their space. When they get uprooted and placed in a new territory, it is 

unnerving for them. Plus, when the social structure also changes, it can be very difficult for them to adjust; 
this was very true for Emerson and Berkley. They hid behind the sink in the bathroom when they first 
arrived and then found their way under the couch.  
 

I tried everything I knew to coax them out, as well as everything my vet recommended. Nothing worked. I 
even tried blocking them from getting under the couch, but they eventually found ways to get there no 
matter what I did. However, I recognized that when they were allowed under the couch, they ate and 
drank better and so I gave up and let them be. Over time I was getting frustrated because I was not 
really interacting with them. They barely came out if I was in the room or awake. And I was honestly 
getting concerned for their health. They are three-year-old cats and staying under the couch is not really 
a healthy practice for them. I considered having the previous owner take them back and hopefully find a 
better fit for them, but I decided to try one last thing, which was to have her come to the rectory to help 
them feel more comfortable in their new situation. However, after she left things seemed pretty much the 
same for about a week. And then, it slowly began to change: one morning Emerson came and jumped onto 
my bed and started to let me pat him. And this has continued ever since. Emerson is now coming out at 
night while I watch TV and will lay on my lap. Berkley is still not coming near me, but will come out and 
play with the laser pointer, and will watch me rather than always hiding. I realize the most important thing 
I need to do now is to show some patience and allow Emerson and Berkley the space they need to adjust. 
It is not about my expectations and desires but, rather, about their needs. This is also true in many ways 
about our growth in our relationship with God. 
 

Most of us have a sense of what our relationship with God should be. However, the expectations we create 
can, many times, get in the way of allowing that relationship to grow. We do things we think will help but 
actually hinder the progress we seek. Then, we get frustrated and wonder what is wrong with God. Why 
is God not responding in the way we know He should? Why is God not meeting our needs as we have 
defined them? Essentially, we ask ourselves, what is wrong with God? For us, the reality is that we have it 
right and we have tried all that we know to get his attention. God is simply not cooperating with our 
timetable. God is not being reasonable. God really needs to get with the program.  
 

And then God laughs!  
 

Advent is actually a great time to discover how we end up making God laugh. It is a time to discern what 
our expectations are and then place them up against the only expectations that really matter—GOD’S! 
In Advent we are reminded that God made us a promise—Jesus would return, but He would not tell us the 
day or the hour of Christ’s re-appearance; He was very clear about that. He simply let us know that He 
would come again. With that promise He also created some expectations for us: basically, that we will 
wait for Christ with a longing in our hearts and that we will be ready for Him when He comes.  
 

Advent asks two basic questions. If Jesus walked through the door right now, would you be prepared? Is 
the last thing you did the final action you want to accomplish before you come face to face with Jesus? 
Essentially, God’s expectation is that we are living out our baptismal promises each day of our lives, that 
we are living a life centered in Christ and one that will lead others to Christ.  



 

 

As we continue in this holy season of Advent, we need to ask ourselves if our expectations match up with 
God’s expectations. If they do not, then we should recognize that someone needs to change their  
expectations. And it is not God! Emerson and Berkley were never coming out from under the couch until 
they were ready to do so. It did not matter what I wanted, needed, or expected. It was only going to 
happen on their time and their terms. The same is true with God. He is not interested in meeting our 
expectations, for the simple reason that most of the time our expectations are wrong. We do not have all 
the information that God has. And it is our responsibility to adjust to how God sees things—and not the 
other way around. Advent is a great time to make those necessary adjustments.  
 

What we have to honestly recognize is that it’s not God who is hiding under the couch but ourselves. Let 
us come out from under the couch and stop hiding from God. Let us really start preparing for the coming 
of Christ in our lives and in the world again. 
 

If you have any questions about anything, please do not hesitate to ask me directly, or send your questions 
to me at fr.brian@theholyrood.org , or if easier please call or text me at (978) 254-0560. 

Please keep me in your prayers.   

In Christ, 

 

Fr. Brian 
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