
 
 

 
 

Dear Parishioner, 
 
What a great blessing it has been for me to work with three such amazing communities as Saint John, Saint 
Mary, and Saint Margaret in our Holy Rood collaborative.  It has now been over a year in this collaborative and 
what a year it has been.  We have implemented a new faith formation program, seen the return of ministries 
and programs in all the parishes as we continue to negotiate the effects of COVID.  Our parishes have truly 
shown a wonderful resilience in the light of the changes that we have experienced.  We obviously are in a 
stronger position than in the past based on your continuing support.  
 
It is imperative though to recognize that we face an uncertain financial situation at this time in our nation.   As 
such we do need your continuing financial support at this time in the form of The Grand Annual Appeal.  The 
Appeal is an important support to the operating budget as without it we cannot pay our bills.  I will say we are 
constantly monitoring our expenditures and always working to curtail spending as we can.  The staff works 
diligently at ensuring we only spend what is truly necessary for the work of our community. Whatever funds 
we receive in excess of our operating needs will be saved to cover any work that needs to be done in the 
facilities.  As such we are asking people, through prayer, to discern what you can give this year.  We 
understand and recognize not everyone has the same ability to give.  Our goal for this year’s campaign is 
$70,000.  Our hope is those who can, will support the Appeal with a donation of $300.  In order to show my 
commitment to this important financial backing of our community I am giving $350.  
 
As a parish, truly centered in Christ and recognizing our call to stewardship we must desire more than 
maintaining our community.  Christ desires that we evangelize in order for his Church to grow. That growth is 
only possible through a true stewardship of time, talent, and treasure.  I invite all to discern not just your 
financial support but how you might be able to share your time and talents with our Parish.  We will be having 
a ministry fair this year in order to help our ministries to grow with fresh and new talent. Please do not wait to 
be asked, rather, come forward and discover how your talents might benefit our community and its meaning 
in your life; you can make a difference.  Maybe it has been a while since you have been with us; we would love 
to have you back.  Maybe there is someone out there you know who is struggling and needs our support; 
invite them to come and discover what you already experience at Saint John.  We have so much to offer as a 
community of faith, but we can only do so with your complete support through your sharing of all the gifts 
God has given you. 
 
I again thank you for all you already do for our community.  I am truly blessed to be the pastor here.  Know 
that you always remain in my prayers, and I ask that you please keep me in yours. 
 
In Christ, 
 
 
Fr. Brian 


