
 

 

Today as we celebrate Passion Sunday, or more commonly called Palm Sunday, we begin 
our celebration of Holy Week—the holiest celebration of the Year. As Christians we be-
lieve that the events we celebrate this week changed the whole of human history and our 
very relationship with God. Because of our sinfulness, our relationship with God was se-
verely broken and heaven was closed to us. We created the situation but only God could 
fix it; we were not capable of fixing or changing it in any way.  
 

The Father sent us Jesus, his only Son, who we believe is both fully human and fully God. 
It would be in his humanity that Christ would suffer for us and in his divinity that he would 

change that suffering into our salvation. This week reminds us of both the wonderful gift we have been given in 
Christ, our salvation, and the tremendous cost that He bore for us, his passion and crucifixion.   
 

As we meditate on the meaning of this week, particularly the celebration of the Triduum: Holy Thursday, Good 
Friday, Easter Vigil, and Easter Sunday, it is a time to contemplate what Jesus has done for us. During these holiest 
of celebrations—as we do each Sunday—we gather to remember what Christ has done for us, and in remembering 
we come to actually participate in what He has accomplished for us.  
 

On Holy Thursday as we recall Christ’s great gift of the Eucharist, we ponder its meaning in our life. How do we live 
out the Eucharist each day? What does it mean to us that Christ gives us the gift of his very self. The Eucharist is 
truly Jesus’ body and blood, soul and divinity. We receive the whole of Christ when we receive the Eucharist. It is 
the Eucharist that connects us to, and allows us to participate in, his death and resurrection. The Eucharist, which is 
the meal that Christ has given us, is a memorial that makes present the saving reality of his death and resurrection. 
As we share in that meal, we are responding positively to his command to do so, and we renew the one and eternal 
covenant of Christ in our lives. Through the renewal of the covenant, we participate in the death and resurrection 
of Christ, and that participation gives context to both the meal we share with Christ and the life we are called to live.  
This prepares us for the life to come as we come to die to ourselves and rise to new life in Christ. The covenant, 
which becomes part of us through baptism, finds its fullest expression through the perfect worship of God, grounded 
in the cross. We participate in the perfect worship of Christ expressed through his death and resurrection. Holy 
Thursday is a perfect preparation for Good Friday and the Easter Vigil. 
 

On Good Friday we contemplate the meaning of his death in the context of his glorious resurrection. Jesus chose to 
die that we might truly live again. He chose to die that we might be healed through his blood and share in his rela-
tionship with the Father. His blood alone makes possible our redemption.  We will hear the Passion of John and we 
will be reminded of the truth of the power of the cross. And that power comes from Christ’s willingness to accept 
it. The cross was not forced on Him. Rather, in his deep love for us, He accepted death on the cross so that we could 
live. We will then venerate the cross as a sign of our acceptance of Christ’s saving act for us, and in humility we 
recognize the price He paid for us to live. 
 

On Easter we recognize that his death is what makes possible his resurrection. We contemplate that our baptism 
allows us to die with Christ and to rise to new life with Him. The meaning of our lives is rooted in the reality of what 
Christ has done for us. His glorious resurrection is what makes possible for us to have an everlasting relationship 
with God. Easter is ultimately about the renewal of our baptismal vocation, and so on Easter we renew our baptismal 
promises; we are then sprinkled with holy water as a reminder to us that we have this unique relationship with 
Christ. Baptism is intended to be the center of our relationship with Christ. It is what brings us into a new relationship 
with God the Father through our relationship with Christ. In baptism we become adopted daughters and sons of the 
Lord. We are therefore called to live out our lives as children of God: this is the heart of living out our salvation in 
Christ. In baptism we come to realize that salvation is not possible for us, or for anyone, without Christ. The grace  
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
that Christ gives us through baptism and the other sacraments makes it possible for us to live as children of God. 
The celebration of this holy season makes clear that we are a sacramental people.  
 

I pray that this holy season may be a time for us to be truly open to the meaning of our lives in Christ, and may help 
us as a community to become more rooted in Jesus. 
 

If you have any questions about anything, please do not hesitate to ask me directly, or send your questions to me 
at fr.brian@theholyrood.org , or if easier please call me at 978-254-0560. 
 

Please keep me in your prayers.   
 

In Christ, 
 

 
 
Fr. Brian 
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