
 

 

Ten Commandment Article Series 
                                  by Fr. Brian 

 
My Dad did not believe in making a lot of rules. In fact, he told us 
that the rules in our home were very simple: treat each other with 
respect, be home for dinner at 6 pm, and when I tell you to do  
something, you do it. Beyond that we should use our common sense 
about what we should do and should not do. My Dad would always 
hold us responsible for our choices, and we were not allowed to 
blame anyone else for our transgressions. And when we gave our 
word, we had to follow through; that came from the whole ‘treat 
others with respect.’ There was actually one fundamental rule that 
was to be followed no matter what—Mom was at all times to be 

treated with the utmost respect. Dad would not tolerate any level of disrespect towards my Mom. He made it 
clear that he would put up with a lot, but for him Mom was sacrosanct. That respect given to Mom by all my 
siblings still continues to this day, because of the example my Dad gave and his determination that we would 
live it out. 

The Fourth Commandment is "Honor your father and your mother, as the LORD, your God, has commanded 
you, that you may have a long life and that you may prosper in the land the LORD, your God, is giving you." 
(Deuteronomy 5:16) This commandment is not simply about how to treat our parents but encompasses the 
broader concern of upholding the integrity of the whole family. In particular, the role of parents in the life of 
their children is fundamentally important in their experience of the love that God has for them. The love of a 
parent towards a child is intended to be unconditional and without merit; for that is how God loves us. It is this 
nurturing love that allows the seed of God’s love to flourish in our lives. This sharing of God’s love, patience, 
mercy, nurturing, and caring are part of a parent’s journey of salvation. If God chooses one to be a mom or a 
dad, it is not an accident, and one must discover what and how He is calling us to make that journey of salvation.  

In a marriage, when a child is born there becomes two equal priorities: the relationship of husband and wife, 
and the raising of the child. Everything else in our lives becomes a distant second. Our careers or jobs have 
one purpose—to support the family. Our family is not intended to fit into our career. Rather, any decision 
concerning a career or job must be made according to how it impacts the family. Any choice that would impact 
the family in a negative way must be rejected. Once we choose to enter marriage, life is no longer about me, 
but about the family created through the marriage bond. Our journey of salvation is not determined by where 
we live, the car we drive, or the amount of material wealth we accumulate. Our salvation is determined by 
how we live out our baptismal calling that roots our secondary vocation in life. For those who enter into  
marriage, family is their secondary vocation. It must be the prism through which their actions come to be  
understood.  

A parent’s primary responsibility in the lives of their children is to lead them to a life of holiness. It is about 
getting them to heaven. They do this by making God the foundation and center of their relationship, and 
parents realize that they are not alone in this undertaking. It is about being guided by God’s will. We simply 
need to look at the lives of Jesus, Mary and Joseph. I believe the building blocks for the lives that Jesus, Mary, 
and Joseph lived were humility, trust, faith, and obedience, all of which grew by being centered in prayer. 
These building blocks were the foundation for the life that Christ would live. They were also the most important 
gifts that Mary and Joseph could give to Christ. Within his humanity Jesus came to understand who He was and 
what his role in salvation was. He was open to the grace that enabled Him to comprehend the magnitude of 
what God was calling Him to become. As we read in Luke, “And Jesus advanced [in] wisdom and age and 
favor before God and man.” (Lk. 2:52)  

Mary and Joseph wanted Christ to know his faith and to understand how to live out that faith. They wanted 
Jesus to have a firm foundation in his relationship with God. As we look at the life of Christ, his willingness to 
say ‘yes’ to the cross comes directly from the lives his parents modeled for Him. What we see in Christ is that  



 

 

 

 

 

an important part of his sense of self came from the choices his parents made. It was not necessarily the words 
they spoke, but rather, how they chose to live their lives. I believe that if we are to understand the honor due 
our parents, we just need to look at the example they set for us—to live lives in accord with God’s will. Now, 
most parents will not achieve the level of success that Mary and Joseph did, but they give us the template of 
how to mold a family dedicated to the Lord. And even if parents do that, it does not mean that their children 
will accept the gifts offered. What it does mean is that parents are the first and most important teachers of 
the faith. They have a duty to pass on the faith—to the best of their ability—to their children in a loving, caring, 
accepting and merciful environment. And that is, of which, this commandment arises.  

 


