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  The St. Patrick Parish Life Survey was designed by the Center for Applied Research in the 
Apostolate (CARA) at Georgetown University.  Most of the questions were derived from CARA’s 
database of nationally tested questions, with some questions designed specifically for the parish.  
The parish distributed the questionnaire to those attending its liturgies over one weekend in 
November 2017.  In all, there were 471 valid responses, with an additional 20 respondents under age 
16 not included in the overall analysis.      
  

  Major findings can be summarized as follows:  

  

Demographic Characteristics  

•
 The average age of valid respondents to the in-pew survey at St. Patrick Parish is 60.  Half 

are 62 or younger.    

•
 CARA divides Catholics into four generations, reflective of the age categories used by many 

other social scientists.  The most common generation at St. Patrick Parish is the Vatican II 
Generation, ages 57 to 74.   

•
 Six in ten respondents to the survey are female and four in ten are male.  Nearly three in four 

say they are currently married or remarried.  One in ten has never married, one in 20 is 
divorced or separated, and just over one in ten is widowed.  Almost three in ten report 
having at least one child or stepchild under age 18 living with them.   

•
 More than four in ten respondents to the survey report a ZIP code from Milford, with 

another quarter from Amherst and another one-tenth from Brookline.      
  

Religious Characteristics of Respondents  

•
 Almost eight in ten identify the parish as their primary place of worship and say they are 

registered there.  Just over one in ten says she or he regularly attends the parish but is not 
registered there, and another one in 20 identifies as a visitor.  

•
 About three in four say they have been active Catholics since birth, just over one in ten is a 

returned Catholic, and one in 20 is a convert to Catholicism.  One percent each identifies as 
an inactive Catholic, non-Catholic, or as not religious.    
  

Assessment of Parish Life and Needs   

•
 Nine in ten (91%) give St. Patrick Parish overall a positive evaluation (“good” and  

“excellent” combined).  Three in ten rate it as “excellent.”    



•
 Four-tenths to half report being attracted to the parish “very much” by the following:  the 

quality of the homilies, the quality of the liturgy, the sense of belonging they feel, and its 
open and welcoming spirit.   

•
 When asked to write in what they like best about the parish, respondents are particularly 

likely to mention the sense of community and feeling of welcome, the worship life, and the 
pastor and staff.  

•
 Youth ministry, young adult ministry, and adult faith formation are especially likely to receive 

high priority from respondents.  More than half give each “very much” priority.    

•
 When asked to write in what the most important need for the parish to focus on in the next 

one to three years, respondents are particularly likely to cite needs related to evangelization 
and outreach to specific groups, youth and young adult ministry, and formation.    

•
 Seven in ten report being “very” likely to attend a parish activity or function besides 

weekend Mass in the next year.  
  

Leadership  

•
 Six in ten give a positive evaluation to the vision provided by parish leaders, with a quarter 

rating it as “excellent.”    

•
 More than half give an “excellent” rating to the friendliness of the parish office staff.    

•
 Nearly nine in ten give “somewhat” or “very much” priority to having informal 

conversations with the Pastor and parish staff.    
  

Worship  

  

•
 Masses and liturgies in general receive a positive evaluation from more than nine in ten 

respondents.  Nearly half rate them as “excellent.”  

•
 Just over one-third rate the hospitality or sense of welcome at worship as “excellent.”  Parish 

outreach to visitors and guests receives an “excellent” evaluation from two in ten 
respondents.  

•
 The liturgical decorations and environment in general are given an “excellent” rating by half 

of respondents.  

•
 Nearly half give an “excellent” rating to the music in general at the parish.  

•
 The homilies in general receive an “excellent” rating from almost half of respondents.  The 

older the generation, the more likely responding members are to rate them as “excellent.”   

•
 Nine in ten attend Mass at least once a week and almost another one in ten attend once or 

twice a month.     

•
 When asked why they attend Mass, about eight in ten respondents say the following “very 

much” explain why they attend:  the Mass means a lot to them and receiving Communion is 
important to them.  About six in ten “very much” cite that attending is their obligation.  The 



older the generation, the more likely its members are to say those reasons explain why they 
attend Mass.  

•
 Catholics who say they have missed Mass in the last six months are especially likely to cite 

the following reasons:  not believing that missing Mass is a sin, conflicts with work, and their 
children’s scheduled activities.  

•
 A quarter indicate that participating frequently in the Sacrament of Reconciliation or 

Confession is “very” important to them.  Half report going to Confession/Reconciliation at 
least once a year, with one in ten attending at least once a month.    

•
 A third give “very much” priority to the parish providing more small group prayer 

opportunities.    
  

Sense of Community  

  

•
 The sense of community within the parish receives a positive rating from about three in four 

respondents.  Just over two in ten give it an “excellent” rating.   

•
 Social activities receive an “excellent” rating from a little more than one in ten respondents.   

•
 Nearly half say the parish should give “very much” priority to fellowship/coffee and donuts 

after Mass.   
  

Formation  

•
 Parish efforts to educate parishioners in the faith receive a positive evaluation from about 

eight in ten respondents, with three in ten giving these efforts an “excellent” rating.   

•
 Efforts to foster spiritual growth and to nurture one’s relationship with Jesus Christ receive 

an “excellent” rating from about three in ten respondents.     

•
 A quarter rate as “excellent” efforts to offer a Catholic view on current issues and help them 

practice gospel values in their daily lives.    

•
 Children’s religious education programs receive an “excellent” rating from a third, with a 

quarter giving as high a rating to youth ministry.     

•
 When asked how they parents should be more involved in the religious education of their 

children, more than eight in ten recommend them attending Mass weekly with their children.    

•
 When asked for their preference for when religious education programs are offered, just 

over a third each prefer after school and Sunday evenings.    

•
 Nearly two in ten say they have attended adult faith formation classes at the parish.  Faith 

formation for adults receives an “excellent” rating from almost a quarter of respondents.        

•
 Nearly six in ten place “very much” priority on adult faith formation.  Almost four in ten 

report being “very” likely to spend time learning more about their faith.   
  



Stewardship  

  

•
 Parish efforts to encourage parishioners to share their time, talents and treasure with the 

parish receive a positive evaluation from three in four.  Almost a quarter rate these efforts as 
“excellent.”  

•
 Parish efforts to invite participation in ministries receive an “excellent” evaluation from 

nearly a quarter respondents.  A third say they volunteer for a parish ministry at least once a 
month.    

•
 Three in ten indicate they are “very” likely to offer their time and talent in volunteer 

opportunities.  Almost three in ten report being as likely to volunteer for a parish ministry.   

•
 When asked how much different factors prevent them from contributing more financially to 

the parish, respondents are particularly likely to say already contributing as much as they can 
afford “very much” prevents them from doing so.  

  

Evangelization and Parish Outreach  

•
 Efforts to spread the Gospel/evangelize receive a positive rating from just over seven in ten 

respondents.  About two in ten give these efforts an “excellent” rating.   

•
 Half say they invite someone to attend a parish worship service or activity at least once a 

year.  Two in ten say they are “very” likely to invite someone to a parish service or activity in 
the next year.   

•
 When asked to evaluate parish outreach to 13 groups, respondents are most likely to give an 

“excellent” rating to outreach to senior citizens and those sick and homebound.  They are 
least likely to give the same rating to outreach to inactive Catholics, single parents, and 
married young adults.   

•
 One in six gives an “excellent” rating to the parish’s outreach to new parishioners.    

•
 About two in ten say parish outreach to families and teens is “excellent.”  However, among 

those with children under age 18 living with them, about one in 20 rate outreach to those 
groups that highly.    

•
 Parish outreach to inactive Catholics receives an “excellent” rating from one in ten 

respondents.   

•
 Just over a third report being “very” likely to talk to someone about their faith in the next 

year.  One in six is as likely to invite someone to join the parish.   
  

Social Justice  

•
 Outreach to those in need receives a positive rating from more than eight in ten 

respondents.  Just under four in ten rate these efforts as “excellent.”     

•
 A quarter rate parish outreach to those sick or homebound as “excellent.”  Outreach to the 

caretakers of the sick and homebound receives as high a rating from two in ten respondents.   
  



Parish Communications  

•
 Parish efforts to communicate with parishioners receive a positive evaluation from eight in 

ten respondents, with almost three-tenths rating these efforts as “excellent.”   

•
 Responding parishioners are particularly likely to say the Sunday bulletins and 

announcements read at Mass are “very” effective ways of communicating parish news to 
them.  

•
 Three in ten of those not involved in any parish ministries or activities say the parish website 

is “very” effective for them, compared to less than two in ten respondents who are more 
involved.   

 


