
 

 

Kindergarten 
This guide will provide a general overview of what your child will learn in English 

Language Arts/Literacy and Mathematics by the end of kindergarten.  If your child is 
meeting the expectations outlined by the Common Core State Standards (CCSS), he or 

she will have a strong foundation for first grade. 
 

A Sample of what your child will be working on in Kindergarten 
 

English Language Arts/Literacy             Mathematics    
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Parent Guide to the 

 Common Core State Standards 

• Counting objects to tell how many 
there are. 

• Count to 100 by ones and tens. 
• Write numbers from 0 to 20 
• Represent a number of objects with a 

written numeral 0 -20 
• Count to tell the number of objects 
• Count to tell how many objects 
• Identify greater than, less than or 

equal in sets of objects. 
• Compare numbers 
• Understand addition as putting 

together and adding to 
• Understand subtraction as taking 

apart and taking from. 
• Work with numbers 11 -19 to gain 

foundations for place value. 
• Describe and compare measurable 

attributes of objects (length, width) 
• Identify and describe shapes (squares, 

circles, triangles, rectangles, hexagons, 
cubes, cones, cylinders, and spheres.) 

 

• Upper and lower case letters, 
matching letters with their 
sounds, and writing letters. 

• Listening to stories and 
comparing the experiences of 
familiar characters. 

• Retelling stories, learning to 
extract details from the text. 

• Describing events through 
drawing, dictating and writing. 

• Stating their opinion about a 
topic or piece of literature. 

• Understanding and using 
question words (who, what, 
where, when, why and how) 

• Asking and answering questions 
about key details in text. 

• Speaking clearly to express their 
thoughts and opinions. 

• Identify the front and back cover 
and the title page of a book. 

• Follow words from left to right 
and top to bottom, and page by 
page. 

• Phonics and word recognition 



How Can I Help My Child? 
• Build a relationship with your child's teacher.   
• Talk with the teacher regularly about how your child is doing, make an effort to 

touch base on a frequent basis.  
• Ask specific questions about your child's progress.   
• Does my child understand the parts of a book? 
• Can he or she retell a simple story in their own words? 
• Is my child engaged during story time? 
• Can he or she count to tell a number of objects? 
• Can he or she solve addition or subtraction word problems? 
• Ask to see a sample of your child's class work and then ask 

questions about the work such as, 
• Is this satisfactory work? 
• How could it be better?  
• Is my child on track? 
• How can I help my child improve or excel in this area? 
• If my child needs extra support or wants to learn more about 

this subject, are there resources to help him or her outside 
the classroom?    

What activities can I do at home to support learning? 

• Read with your child every day!! 
• Ask your child to explain his or her favorite parts of the story. 
• Share your ideas. 
• To find books to read visit www.corestandards.org/assets/appendix_B.pdf 
• Encourage your child to tell you about his or her day at school. 
• Play word games like I Spy, sing songs and make silly rhymes together. 
• Look for word problems in real life 
• Play "write the next number" 
• Create patterns with household objects. 
• Ask your child questions that require counting as many as 20 things. 
• Ask your child questions about comparing numbers. "who has more books, you 

or your sister?" 

For more information and resources visit www.engageny.org 

www.engageny.org

