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SMMCS EL Program Summary
The Saints Mary and Mathias Catholic School (SMMCS) Language Instructional Educational Program (LIEP)
provides English Language instruction and tutorial assistance to eligible students from kindergarten through
eighth grade.  The program’s ultimate goal is to sufficiently support the EL (English Learner) student to ensure
academic success.  A certified EL teacher will continually assist students with English language acquisition as
well as developing necessary skills for continued school progress and success in the world beyond.  The vision
of the SMMCS LIEP is to provide K-8 English Language Learners with adequate instructional support, teaching
accommodations, and the emotional support to gain proficiency in listening, reading, writing, and speaking the
English language.  This program works closely with the Muscatine Community School District as all students
enrolled at Saints Mary and Mathias Catholic School will enroll in another school/district to finish their
education, and the majority of those students will do this through the Muscatine Community School District,
making it imperative that the transition for EL students be seamless and occur without disruption of services
and education.

I. Lau Plan Guiding Principles

The guiding principles of SMMCS Lau Plan are aligned with the Iowa Department of Education publication,
Educating Iowa’s English Learners (EL students): A Handbook for Administrators and Teachers, the Iowa
Teaching Standards and Criteria and the English Language Proficiency Standards. SMMCS believes and
practices the following principles.

● As educators, it is our responsibility to ensure high levels of learning for all  EL students..
● All EL students are capable of learning at high levels when provided access to the Iowa Curriculum at

student level of readiness.
● As educators, it is our duty to provide all EL students access and entry points to the Iowa Core supported

by the ELPA Standards at the appropriate grade level.

A. English Language Development:
1. Because students become proficient in oral language before print language, SMMCS program will

incorporate oral learning based on ELPA21 proficiency level.
a. New vocabulary, ideas and concepts will be presented orally before students read or are required

to use them in print.
b. Patterns in the English language will be taught to help students decode new words.

2. English does not develop in isolation; it develops through interactions across the curriculum. SMMCS
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will create a visual- and print-rich environment.
a. SMMCS will use visual aids such as charts, posters, pictures and books to help EL students

understand the English language.
b. SMMCS will use technology whenever appropriate to help students master visual and auditory

language.

B.    Academic Achievement
1. The results of ELPA21 will be used to drive instruction of both the EL teacher and the general education

teacher.
2. All EL students will take part in appropriate grade level screeners and summative and formative

assessments. Results will be used to drive instruction to allow them to achieve at grade level.
3. All EL students will have access to the grade level Iowa Core and the 21st Century skills, supported by

the ELPA21 Standards and English Language Proficiency Standards. In the case of low English
proficiency EL students, the LIEP will provide native language technology and instructional support to
allow students access to this goal.

4. SMMCS recognizes that learning language does not occur in isolation. Collaboration through partner
and group work in the general education environment will be encouraged, as well as interactions with
native-language peers.

5. Explicit instruction in the use of appropriate strategies will be taught and reinforced in all classroom
settings.

6. Instruction will include a variety of activities along the spectrum from concrete to conceptual, with
emphasis on relating it to students’ prior knowledge and real-life applications

C. Cross Cultural Efficacy
The school believes that shared diversity and learning provides all students with a richer education for the
demands and challenges of the 21st century. We respect EL students, their cultural experiences and their
understanding and perception of the world. The school will provide opportunities for EL students and their
families to share and celebrate their native cultures within our school. We will understand the challenges EL
students and their families face as they adapt to a new country with its traditions and culture. SMMCS will use
EL students' home language and culture to bridge prior knowledge with new knowledge and to make learning in
all areas faster and more meaningful.

II.   Identification and placement of EL students in a Language Instruction Education Program (LIEP)

A. Home Language Survey
All families new to SMMCS, including kindergartners, transfer students without a survey on file, refugees,
migratory children, and immigrants, will complete the Home Language Survey-IA during the enrollment period
each year. This instrument is available in a number of languages on the TransACT website (www.transact.com).
Its purpose is to help districts determine whether a student meets the first criterion of the definition: “a student’s
background is in a language other than English.” Some parents may be reluctant to reveal that English is not
their home language for fear of negative consequences for their children or themselves. Our school personnel
will make every effort to clearly explain the purpose of the questionnaire and to elicit accurate information. We
assure them the information requested will be used to help make the best possible placement decisions for their
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children. Information gathered from the survey becomes part of the student’s cumulative files and is available to
the student’s teachers.
It is important to note that a positive response to an item on this survey does not in itself identify a student as an
English learner; it merely helps to screen students for potential consideration.  In addition to the Home
Language Survey, other data will be used to identify a student as potentially needing ESL services including,
but not limited to, student records, teacher interview, parent information, teacher observation, referral, student
grades, and/or informal assessment.

B. State-approved English Language Proficiency Program Placement Assessment
If a response on the Home Language Survey indicates a language other than English in the student’s
background, then a state-approved form of English language assessment will be used to determine whether that
student is limited in English proficiency. The ELPA21 Dynamic Screener for Future Kindergarteners  screener
is used between April and November for new or incoming kindergarten students. The ELPA21 Dynamic
Screener is administered for all others. The ELPA21 Dynamic Screener is used to measure baseline listening,
speaking, reading, and writing levels in English and is administered within 30 days of the student’s enrollment.
The screener also helps to determine instructional placement.

A printed summary of the results are placed in the student’s cumulative file, and parents are informed in writing
of the results. All screeners are administered by a licensed teacher who has successfully completed the
appropriate training. Certificates of Completion of Training for trained screeners are kept in the employees
personnel file by the building administrator as well as in the EL teacher’s files.

C. Initial Placement Assessments/TELPA
The student is placed at the grade level appropriate for his/her age, unless there are extenuating circumstances,
which will be considered on an individual basis. In no case is a student assigned to a grade-level of more than
one year different than his/her like-age peers. Plans to place students one year different than his/her like-age
peers will be discussed with and approved by parents.

Based on the results of the ELPA21 Dynamic Screener and any additional measures (such as student records,
teacher interview, parent information, teacher observation, referral, student grades or informal assessments), a
team made up of the EL teacher, classroom teacher(s) and building administrator determines which level of
support a student may need, with the understanding that it could be adjusted based on frequent evaluation of
student progress.

Depending on the ELPA21 Dynamic Screener proficiency level, the student will receive content and language
support from a qualified EL teacher. Additional support is given to the classroom teacher through the Student
ELL Plan, which is shared with the classroom teacher. This plan highlights proficiency levels and useful
strategies to use, along with any testing accommodations appropriate for the student.

D. Parental Forms Distributed in a Language Most Easily Understood
Following identification of eligibility, the EL teacher will send a English Learner Program Placement Form to
the parents in their preferred language. It will be sent within 30 calendar days at the beginning of the school
year, or within 2 weeks if identification during the school year. This form is available at TransACT
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f(www.transact.com) and used because it meets ESSA Requirements. Copies will be placed in the student’s
cumulative files.

In addition, parents are notified annually of ESL Program placement through the Notification of Program
Placement Form. This form is sent out within 30 calendar days at the beginning of the year and is added to the
student’s cumulative folder.

E. Process for Parents Considering Waiving Services from LIEP
The ESL program is a voluntary program, and at any point, parents may refuse services or choose to withdraw
their student from the program.

The EL teacher and/or building principal will discuss (through a phone call or personal meeting) the ESL
program, supports available to students, along with any concerns and potential outcomes with the parents. A
copy of the Explanation of Consequences for not participating in English Learner Program Form is
provided to the parents. The EL teacher and/or building principal will also inform parents that even if ESL
services are waived, all students identified as EL must annually take the ELPA21 summative assessment until
they meet criteria to be exited from the program.

If parents choose to waive ESL services, they must sign a Request for Change in Program Participation Form
which is kept in the student’s cumulative folder. The signed waiver serves as documentation that parents were
informed of any possible disadvantages of not participating in an ESL program.

To ensure mastery of English for students who have waived ESL Services each year, the classroom teacher will
be provided with the Student ELL Plan that highlights the proficiency levels of the student on the ELPA21
Summative Assessment. This provides strategies to help support the student in the classroom and any testing
accommodations allowed for the student. The student remains eligible for any classroom supports provided to
all students, such as additional time with a classroom assistant or volunteer.

In addition, the progress of waived students is monitored for continued academic success. Reports of academic
progress are reviewed on a regular basis by the EL teacher and general education teachers.

III. Description of the LIEP
A. LIEP goals

a. Language Goal:
i. All EL students will all increase their scores on the ELPA21 each year.

b. Academic Goal
i. All EL students will increase their scores on DIBELS and STAR Reading from fall to

spring.
B. LIEP Model and Process to Place Students

a. Identifies and describes district implementation of an approved program model
i. SMMCS operates as an English as a Second Language (ESL) model. This is defined by

the state as “A program of techniques, methodology, and special curriculum designed to
teach ELs English language skills, which may include listening, speaking, reading,
writing, study skills, content vocabulary, and cultural orientation. Further, ESL
instruction is usually in English with little use of native language.”
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b. Description of frequency and intensity or services by grade level/span and/or current English
proficiency

i. English Language Development
1. SMMCS uses a pull-out model. Students are given intensive instruction in

language - speaking, reading and writing - a minimum of 30 minutes a day, based
on their ELPA21 scores. This includes the use of 95% for phonological awareness
and phonics instruction and Expanding Expression for written and spoken
language, neither of which are used in the general education classroom. Other
materials, including teacher-created materials, are used as appropriate. EL
students are provided pull-out services during a non-core time, such as study hall
and free reading time. Students are never removed from core instruction, specials,
religion or recess. EL students also spend the first twenty minutes of each day on
Imagine Learning, a computer-based program. This time is arrival time, lunch
count, and other non-academic activities.

ii. LIEP Support to Access Core Curriculum
1. The EL teacher consults with teachers of EL students on a regular basis to know

the unit lessons currently being taught. This allows for reinforcement,
pre-teaching and re-teaching of the skills as they are being taught in the general
education classroom. The current reading series, Journeys, (Houghton Mifflan
Harcourt, 2017) has materials specifically for EL learners as well as materials for
remediation, which are used by the EL teacher. A Spanish translator is available
on-site if needed.

iii. SMMCS does not provide special education services. If it is determined a student is in
need of an IEP, services are provided through the public school district. Specially
Designed Instruction (SDI)  can be provided virtually or the student may actually travel
to the public building to receive services. The student continues to receive all EL
services. The EL teacher is a member of the IEP team. All accommodations listed in the
IEP are followed at SMMCS. EL students with a 504 plan are provided EL services as
well as the accommodations according to the plan.

C. Description of annual parent notification of continuing placement and programming options in
language most easily understood

a. The EL teacher mails  ‘English Learner Program Placement’ form to parents in their preferred
language within 30 days of the first day of school each year or within two weeks if identification
occurs during the school year. A copy of the form is kept in the student’s cumulative file.

D. Procedure for annual communication with parents who have waived services
a. The EL teacher will discuss, through phone call, personal meeting or virtual meeting, the EL

program, supports available to students, and any concerns the parents may have. Parents will also
be informed that even if ESL services are waived, all students identified as EL must take the
ELPA21 Summative Assessment annually until they meet exit criteria. The Explanation of
Consequences for not Participating in English Learner Program Form is provided to the parents.
If parents choose to waive ESL services, they must sign a Request for Change in Program
Participation Form which is placed in the student’s cumulative file. The signed waiver serves as
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documentation that parents were informed of any possible disadvantages of not participating in
an ESL program.

E. Highly Qualified LIEP and Content Staff
a. All teachers at SMMCS are licensed through the Iowa Department of Education, and are highly

qualified to teach in the grade level and content they are assigned. The EL teacher holds an ESL
endorsement.

F. Designated administrator oversight of LIEPs
a. MCSD assigns an administrator, Becky Wichers, to oversee EL programs and assures us they

have had the required Title III training including: Understanding Title III Requirements, ELP
Standards and ELPA21 Online Reporting System. At the building level, Ben Nietzel, principal is
responsible for overseeing the EL program. Mr. Nietzel has completed the training, Understanding
Title III Requirements.

G. Access to both Iowa Core Standards and English Language Proficiency (ELP) Standards
a. EL students are placed in grade-level classes and have access to the Iowa Core Standards

through direct instruction by appropriately endorsed classroom teachers. Classroom teachers
have all taken the ELP training offered through the Mississippi Bend Area Education
Association with the certificates kept in their personnel files. The EL teacher and classroom
teachers collaborate frequently throughout the week to assure the EL teacher is supporting the
classroom content and that students are making expected gains. The EL teacher shares progress
notes and data with the classroom teacher, and participates in parent/teacher conferences to share
with the parents.

H. Curriculum and Supplemental Resources for LIEP
a. SMMCS is in the second year of using Journeys reading curriculum. The EL students receive

that instruction in the general education classroom, and it is supported in the EL classroom by
using the EL materials provided by Journeys, as well as 95% Group for phonological awareness
and phonics instruction. Other materials have been purchased specifically for the EL classroom,
including sight word materials, academic language illustrated dictionaries and manipulatives and
whisper phones. Students are provided with computers to access programs such as Imagine
Learning, speech-to-text apps, and word processing.

b. Journeys was adopted by  SMMCS after a year long vetting process involving the building
leadership team and input from all reading teachers.  Additionally, it has been used in MCSD
for several years. The EL teacher participated in all of the professional development activities
related to implementing the curriculum, which included use with EL students in both the
general education classroom and EL classroom. Journeys is well known for its high quality
EL materials. Supplemental resources are selected by the EL teacher, based on the needs of
individual students to help them be successful in the Iowa Core. Research is done prior to
purchase, using sites such as Colorin Colorado (www.colorincolorado.org),Diane Staehr
Fenner’s site (www.getsupported.net), Iowa Department of Education site for EL
(https://www.educateiowa.gov) and the US Department of Education Office of English
Language Acquisition (www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/oela/index.html). 95% Group
materials are used for phonemic awareness and phonics instruction. Other supplemental
materials include sight word cards and activities, academic language illustrated dictionaries
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and manipulatives, and appropriate EL texts when needed. These resources are purchased in
part through Title III funds as per the district’s EL action plan on file with the AEA as well as
from school funds.  They are updated and added to as needed.

c.
I. Part IV  Process to Provide Meaningful Access to all Co-curricular and Extracurricular Programs

and Activities
A. Process in place for identifying and serving gifted/talented (GT) ELs

a. SMMCS does not have a GT program staffed by an endorsed GT teacher. Teachers are available
to provide enrichment activities to students who would benefit. This identification begins with
teacher identification based on class work, standardized assessments, anecdotal notes and
observations and recommendations from other teachers and parents. Activities are typically
short-term rather than a year-long program, and focus on a specific area, such as writing, art,
music, higher level math, technology and science. A student does not need to excel in an area to
be served, but rather is determined to benefit by the involvement. When an EL student is
selected, the classroom teacher, EL teacher and Enrichment teacher meet to discuss the
activity(ies) that will be done and how to assure the EL student can be successful. That may
include having instructions and/or agendas provided in another language, meeting with the EL in
advance to pre-teach the language that will be used or to meet after to provide support in
completing any required work. Pre-selecting peers if group work is required is also a common
strategy.

B. Process in place for identifying and serving ELs in special education
a. Students who may qualify for Special Education are assessed in collaboration with the Area

Education Agency for potential disabilities. The same procedures are used to assess and
determine placement in special education for EL students. Special considerations of the student's
native language and culture, as well as assessment in the student’s native language are included,
when appropriate. Language development and a student’s previous educational experiences are
both factors in determining eligibility. Placement in Special Education is a team decision
including parents, General Education teachers, Special Education teachers, EL teachers, AEA
staff and building administration.

b. SMMCS does not provide special education services. If it is determined an EL student is in need
of an IEP, services are provided through the public school district. Specially Designed
Instruction (SDI) can be provided virtually, by a SMMCS under the direction of an MCSD
special education teacher, or the student may actually travel to the public building to receive
services. The student continues to receive all EL services and all accommodations listed in the
IEP are followed at SMMCS.

C. Process in place for identifying and serving ELs in any other district programs for which they are
eligible.

a. Title I Reading is the only district program that serves SMMCS students other than EL. The Title
I teacher is employed by MCSD and is at SMMCS for approximately 2 hours a day. DIBELS,
STAR Reading, and/or teacher recommendation are used for initial screening. If the student’s
home school is considered a Title building the Title I teacher is able to serve him/her. The EL
teacher and Title I teacher collaborate to assure that the needs of the student are met without
overlapping. Typically, the Title I teacher will focus on reading skills and the EL teacher will
focus on language development.
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b. Parents will be notified by the Title I teacher in the language they are most comfortable with.
This notification may be in written or verbal form.

D. Process in place for identifying and serving ELs in extracurricular - (e.g., performing and visual
arts, athletics, clubs, honor societies)

a. At SMMCS all activities involve all students and take place during the school day; there are no
after school extracurricular activities or clubs. The only evening activity is the annual Christmas
program. Parents are informed in advance in their preferred language and transportation is
offered. Middle School students may participate in after school activities sponsored by MCSD,
but SMMCS is not involved with any part of that.

IV. Ongoing, Embedded District Level EL Professional Development for Staff who Deliver Instruction or
Support the LIEP for ELs

A. Professional development for those who deliver instruction or support the LIEP
a. The building principal, EL teacher, content teachers, classroom teachers and support staff are

invited to participate in professional development activities by the AEA. This includes Book
Studies, online modules, and EL Networking. Preschool teachers are offered the same
opportunities, as well as professional development through MCSD targeted at EL preschool
students. In addition, all staff is encouraged to read and attend other training of their choosing as
it relates to enhancing instruction for EL students.

B. District training of ELP Standards and Implementation plan; has a plan for PD for required staff
for ELP Standards completion and implementation

a. All SMMCS staff have completed the English Language Proficiency Standards training modules.
As new staff are hired, they are required to view the online training modules individually and
take the associated quiz. This will be completed within one calendar year of their hire. The
certificate of successful completion is kept in their personnel file in the office.

VI. Annual English Language Proficiency Assessment and Administration (ELPA21)

A. Annual training to appropriate staff with certificate on file
a. All EL staff are trained annually on administration of the ELPA21 Summative Assessment.

Training is completed via AEA online learning. Certificates for each assessment administration
are printed and kept in the staff’s personnel file. This training is required for all EL teachers and
district testers who administer the ELPA21 Summative Assessment.

B. Dissemination of scores to stakeholders
a. Scores are provided to the principal as soon as they are available who then reports those results

to the Board and Advisory Committee.
b. When results are made available, all teachers are provided the language proficiency level of EL

students within their classroom to help with classroom instruction, along with a Student ELL
Plan of strategies and accommodations. In the fall the results and plan are given to the new
teacher as well.

c. The results of the ELPA21 are reviewed with parents at Spring Conferences, if they are back by
then. Parents are also given a cover letter with an explanation of the ELPA21 testing and either
the Notice of Program Placement or Program Exit Letter. If the parents are not able to attend
Spring Conferences, this information will be mailed to their home. A copy of all documents are
kept in the student’s cumulative file.

C. Appropriate training to interpret results for staff
a. EL teachers receive training on the interpretation of ELPA21 results through the AEA online
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learning. They in turn work 1:1 with classroom teachers and the building principal to interpret
the ELPA21 results for the specific students in their classes, discuss what that means to
instruction and assessment  and provide strategies based on the results.

D. Utilization of assessment results to guide instruction and programming
a. Results of the ELPA21. STAR Reading, DIBELS and Iowa Assessments are analyzed as they

become available by the EL teacher, with input from classroom teachers. This is used to guide
instruction and programming within the EL Program and the general education classroom for
core instruction.

b. Results of the ELPA21, including the screener for new students, other standardized assessments
and classroom performance are used to guide programming and instruction for LIEP instruction.
Instruction will be adjusted based on student needs.

c. Future programming needs are determined by data from the ELPA21 and standardized
assessments.

VII. LIEP Exit Criteria and Procedures
A. LIEP Exit Criteria

a. A student will be exited from ESL programming services if the student achieves the required
scores for proficiency on the ELPA21 Summative Assessment.

B. LIEP Exit Procedures
a. Those students who achieve the required scores for proficiency on the ELPA21 Summative

Assessment will be exited from the EL program between the date the ELPA21 scores are
received and October of the following school year.

b. Parents will be notified that their child will be exited from the ESL Program using the Program
Exit Letter in the language best understood by the parents. Students will only be exited during
the allowable window: between the end of the previous school year and October 1.

c. The building secretary will change the student coding to ‘exited’ in the Student Management
system, per the Iowa Department of Education’s Data Dictionary.

d. The required monitoring process begins the following school year based on ESSA guidelines.

VII. Monitoring Procedures after Students Exit the LIEP Program, including parent notification

A. Monitoring procedures in place after students exit the program
a. Students who exit from the ESL Program are monitored for a minimum of two years after exiting

the program. The EL teacher and classroom teacher will review all assessment data, including
standardized assessments (STAR Reading, DIBELS, and Iowa Assessments (when available) as
well as classroom performance evidenced by unit tests, classroom assignments, attendance and
grades on the quarterly report card. Anecdotal behavioral data will be included when appropriate.
This will occur and the end of each grading period when report cards are issued. A form will be
completed and kept in the EL teacher’s student files.

b. Marla Brogly, EL teacher, will be responsible for the monitoring procedures and related
paperwork. Other participants will include the classroom teachers and building administration as
appropriate.
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c. If a former EL student is not making sufficient academic progress, the first step will be to utilize
building supports. This includes, but is not limited to, Title I Reading support, building
interventionist for academic, behavioral or social-emotional support or referral to appropriate
outside agencies.

B. LIEP re-entry procedures in place
a. If an exited EL student is showing a lack of academic progress or success, and building

interventions have not proven beneficial, the student will take the ELPA21 Dynamic Screener. If
s/he scores as non-proficient in a language domain area, the student will be re-entered into the
EL program.

b. Parents will be notified by phone or personal meeting and all data will be shared with them. The
‘English Learner Program Placement” form will be mailed to parents and a copy will be placed
in the student’s cum folder. Note: Students may only re-enter the ESL Program between May and
October 1 in the following school year.

IX.  LEIP Evaluation

A. Describe team-based process for how the LIEP is evaluated annually
a. SMMCS will evaluate the ESL Program annually, at a minimum. Data will be reviewed on the

progress on our LIEP goals (stated in Section III). The Language Goal is that all EL students will
increase their scores on the ELPA21 each year. The Academic Goal is for all EL students to
increase their scores on DIBELS and STAR Reading from fall to spring.

b. Marla Brogly, EL Teacher, will gather the data for the goals and facilitate the team process for
the LIEP evaluation. The discussion will focus on maintaining and improving student growth of
all EL students, in disaggregated subgroups, by examining services and factors that affect the
program. Is there a need to increase staffing? If so, can this be met by a certified teacher and/or
non-certified support staff and what professional development will be provided to new staff? Is
there a need to change the strategies, curriculum and materials? If so, how will the decisions be
made to select research-based materials and what professional development will be necessary to
assure successful implementation? Was the scheduling of EL teacher time sufficient in all areas,
including the general education classroom and the EL classroom, to allow for adequate student
growth? The LIEP will be adjusted based on this data and evaluation.

c. MCSD and the AEA will assist SMMCS with reviewing English Learner assurances.

VIII. Online Options
SMMCS has online options in place for those EL students who choose to receive their instruction by
participating in classes online rather than within the school building. This may be for the school year or
for brief periods of time to allow for quarantine requirements. The EL teacher will zoom with the
student(s) at the same time they would have been scheduled had they been in the building. Work and
materials are exchanged between home and school twice a week. The EL teacher is also available to
provide extra support for the EL students to help them succeed in their online general education
classroom. SMMCS provides the computers for all students.

If SMMCS is closed due to COVID or other circumstances out of our control, the instructional day will
be compressed into morning online classes in the core subjects. The EL teacher will work with the
general education teachers to provide support for EL students. The EL teacher will also make
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arrangements to provide individual instruction to EL students in language, similar to what is provided
during a ‘normal’ in-building day. Additional time will be available to provide support for the EL
students to help them succeed in their online general education courses. Assessments will be completed
per direction by the Iowa Department of Education.
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Appendix A

Please download the full Department of Justice and Office of Civil Rights Joint Guidance document

from: http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/letters/colleague-el-201501.pdf
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Appendix B

Description of LIEP Models
www.2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/EL/glossary.html
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Newcomer Program: Newcomer programs are separate, relatively self-contained educational interventions
designed to meet the academic and transitional needs of newly arrived immigrants; typically, students attend
these programs before they enter more traditional programs (e.g., English Language Development programs or
mainstream classrooms with supplemental EL instruction).

Sheltered Instruction: An instructional approach used to make academic instruction in English
understandable to ELs. In the sheltered classroom, teachers use physical activities, visual aids, and the
environment to teach vocabulary for concept development in mathematics, science, social studies, and other
subjects.

English as a Second Language (EL): A program of techniques, methodology, and special curriculum designed
to teach ELs English language skills, which may include listening, speaking, reading, writing, study skills,
content vocabulary, and cultural orientation. Further, EL instruction is usually in English with little use of
native language.

Dual Language Program: Also known as two-way, or developmental, the goal of these bilingual programs is
for students to develop language proficiency in two languages by receiving instruction in English and another
language in a classroom that is usually comprised of half native English speakers and half native speakers of
the other language.

Other Bilingual Program: Bilingual education refers to approaches in the classroom that use the native
language of English language learners (ELs) for instruction. www.nabe.org/BilingualEducation
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Appendix C

SMMCS uses translations from www.TransACT.com to communicate with parents in preferred language.

TransACT.com Documents

Home Language Survey – IA: Includes second page for race and ethnicity

Determination of Student Eligibility for Program Placement (Optional): Notification that student
was screened based on Home Language Survey-IA and reports initial placement or students who
don’t qualify

Program Exit Letter – B: Students who are eligible to exit services

English Learner Program Placement (Required - Meets ESSA Requirements): Initial, annual and
re-entry placement notification

Request for Change in Program Participation: Waive or withdraw ELL/bilingual services

Explanation of Consequences for not Participating in English Learner Program:
a. describes compliance with Civil Rights law that requires districts to provide services that will help
the child attain English proficiency and access academic content by placing the responsibility onto the
child’s classroom and/or content area teacher(s), and
b. informs parents that the child still participates in the ELPA21 until they meet exit criteria.
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Appendix D

English Language Proficiency Standards Training Options
(excerpt from Dave Tilly e-mail May 6, 2016)

The Iowa Department of Education has worked with ELPA21 (English Language Proficiency
Assessment for the 21st Century) and a consortium of states to develop training modules that can be
used to address the required training on the ELP Standards.  School districts and AEAs responsible
for delivering the training have several options for how to use the modules to support the required
training on the ELP standards.

A. AEAs and school districts may require the certified staff members directly responsible
for delivering the LIEP (and others they deem appropriate) to view the Modules
individually or collectively via AEA PD Online and take the associated brief quiz to document
completion and content attainment.

B. AEAs and school districts may use the modules flexibly (chunk the content, provide
training to groups where they watch the modules together with some facilitated
discussion, alter the sequence, facilitate learning activities in conjunction with the
modules, etc.) as long as the modules are viewed in their entirety through the
delivery method determined by the AEA or the school district.

C. AEAs and school districts may deliver training using the content within the modules
but not necessarily use the modules or only use clips from the modules - this will
require submitting a training plan and receiving Iowa Department of Education approval prior to
starting the training with staff.  This option will also require that AEAs/school districts provide
verification of training completed, the list of all participants who completed the training, and
evidence of participant learning.

The plan must include:
a. the trainers and the target audience for each training session.
b. the specific content and learning outcomes for each training

session.
c. the learning activities that will be used to deliver the content.
d. how the trainers will assess whether or not the participants are

meeting the intended outcomes.
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