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THE 
St. Thomas St. Thomas 

ROMAN CATHOLIC 
PARISH 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday-Thursday .................... 9:00-3:00 
Friday ...................................... 9:00-12:00 

 
MASS SCHEDULE 

SATURDAY ................................. 4:30 p.m. 
SUNDAY ................................... 10:00 a.m. 
MONDAY - THURSDAY ............... 8:30 a.m. 
FRIDAY .......... Morning Prayer and Rosary 
 ................................................... 8:30 a.m. 

HOLY DAYS ......................... See Bulletin 
 

CONFESSIONS 
Saturday ....................... 3:30-4:00 p.m. 

 
BAPTISM, MARRIAGE,  

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call Rectory: 330-394-2461 

MISSION  
STATEMENT 

We, the Roman Catholic 
Community of St. Thomas 

the Apostle Parish, 
comprised of generations 
of diverse backgrounds, 

strive to reflect the image 
of Jesus Christ. Through our 
baptismal call, we embrace 

our Tradition,  
Sacred Scripture,  

and our celebration of the 
Sacraments. In living our 

faith, we nurture our 
youth, and reach out 

 to all in need.   
We welcome all believers 

of the Kingdom of God. 

Holiday Mass Schedule 
Christmas Eve -  4:00 p.m. & 10.00 p.m. 

Christmas Day - 10:00 a.m. 
New Year’s Eve - 4:00 p.m. 

New Year’s Day - 10:00 a.m. 



The Nativity of the Lord    December 25, 2019 

 
Merry Christmas! Greetings to all our visitors 
that are with us for the holidays. Many of you 
have returned home to be with family and friends 
and we appreciate you spending part of that time 
with us. Today we celebrate the fulfillment of all 
the predictions given to humanity from the 
prophets of the Old Testament calling on the 
people of Israel to prepare for their Messiah. At 
the beginning of the Gospel for today, Luke 
describes the situation of God’s people some 
seven centuries later: they are living in occupied 
territory under the control of Rome. Luke 
describes the city of Bethlehem as the ‘City of 
David’ expressing the linage of where the Messiah 
will come. Being born in Bethlehem (which means 
House of Bread) the child begins the final act of 
God’s plan of salvation, and this Son of David 
exceeds all Israelites hopes and expectations. The 
angel of the Lord tells of “Good News” that will 
break even the power of mighty Rome. Luke 
announces the ‘good news’ not as a mighty army 
or for political reasons, but divine Good News who 
is Christ the Lord who has come for all people. 

      
 
 
    
 
Thursday, December 26  
8:30 a.m.   Gene Panozzo ~ D’Nelle  Valent 
Friday, December 27 
8:30 a.m.   Communion ~ Prayer       
Saturday, December 28 
4:30 p.m.   Margaret Hoff ~ Vicki & Dave Graora  
Sunday, December 29 
10:00 a.m.     Tony D’Urso ~ Family   

Welcome to all visitors from our Diocese and  
surrounding parishes... You are always welcome…   
… and we hope to see you again and would love to 
have you join our parish family. You can find new 
parishioner packets on the Welcome/information 
table located in the gathering space. You can also 
find a book of our parish organizations and who to 
contact if you would like to join… maybe you can 
offer us something to improve our faith communi-
ty. We all bring different gifts to the church and to 
the altar. It is our call to share those gifts. 

During this season of gift-giving this is always a won-
derful time to express thanks to all those who offer 
their gifts of time and talents just about every weekend 
of the year, making our liturgies as meaningful and as 
beautiful as we can. Thanks to all in our music program 
(choir, cantors, and musicians), they are so dedicated in 
sharing their talents; to all our Eucharistic Ministers, 
Readers, Ushers, and Altar Servers who are here to 
make the Mass run smoothly and more meaningful. 
Thanks also to our Greeters who are the first to offer 
welcome to you each weekend. Thanks to those who 
share their talents and muscle in decorating our church 
year after year, season after season. Thanks to our Valet 
Parkers who assist you and to those who clean and do 
maintenance work in the church. For all those who 
choose to share their faith in our RCIA program, our 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word, and our ‘Together Grow-
ing in Faith’ Religious Education program… Thank you 
for taking on this awesome responsibility!  A big thank 
you too to the wonderful Staff we have here at St. 
Thomas. So often they go beyond what is expected of 
them and that is always very much appreciated. Thanks 
also to those who clean the rectory and parish center, 
those dedicated people who assist at our dinners 
throughout the year, and all the countless volunteers 
who offer their assistance any way they can. It is a huge 
undertaking to make this great parish of ours work for 
all. And of course, defiantly not last, thanks to all of you 
who so faithfully financially support our parish through-
out the year. Your donations make our parish a mean-
ingful presence in our community and in our Diocese. 
May God’s blessings be upon all of us today and into 
the New Year.    

For Christmas week the offices will be closed  
on December 24, 25, 26.  

Only half days (9:00 a.m.– 12:00 noon) 
 on December 27, and December 30.  

The offices will also be closed on December 31, 
and January 1.  



  
 

 
 Collection report and pot of gold drawing results will 

be published in a future bulletin. 
 
Can’t be here every weekend? Sign up for  
electronic giving at theapostlethomas.com or 
scan the QR Code. 
 

Note: Please mark your envelope with the amount 
of your contribution! 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: T.G.I.F. (Together Growing in 
Faith) is Sunday, January 5, 2019. Our topic is the 
Epiphany. Tom Sauline will be our guest speaker.   
                Please join us! Everyone is invited. 

 
The Twelve Days of Christmas 

 
 The partridge in a pear tree was Jesus Christ. 

Two turtle doves were the Old and New Testament. 
Three French hens stood for faith, hope and love. 

The four calling birds were the four gospels of 
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. 

The five golden rings recalled the Torah or Law,  
the first five books of the Old Testament. 

The six geese a-laying stood for the six days of creation. 
Seven swans a-swimming represented the sevenfold 
gifts of the Holy Spirit - Prophesy, Serving, Teaching, 
 Exhortation, Contribution, Leadership, and Mercy. 

The eight maids a-milking were the eight beatitudes. 
Nine ladies dancing were the nine fruits of the  

Holy Spirit - Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness,  
Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness, and Self Control. 

The ten lords a-leaping were the ten commandments. 
The eleven pipers piping stood for the  

eleven faithful disciples. 
The twelve drummers drumming symbolized the twelve 

points of belief in the Apostles’ Creed. 
  

 
Coming in 2020 (Dates to be announced soon)-  

 
Men’s and Women’s Welcome Weekends 
offered by Deacon Bill and his wife Debbie.  

Have you ever felt like something is missing in 
your life?  Are you living up to your potential?  
Millions of people feel this way every day.  The 
tragic thing is, they just muddle along through 
life and do nothing about it.  What is Welcome?  
It is an experience that helps you discover 
what’s missing in your life and also find out 
what to do about it.   

FIRST RECONCILIATION CLASS INFORMATION   
 Parents please bring t-shirt and wallet size photo to the 
Parent/Student meeting which will be held at 7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, January 22nd in St. Thomas’s parish center. It 
is Diocese policy that students attend classes to receive the 
Sacrament. First Reconciliation will be celebrated on Feb-
ruary 9, 2020 at 2:00 p.m. prior to T.G.I.F. in the church. 

 

Mary the Mother of God (New Year’s) Masses… 
 New Year’s Eve - 4:00 p.m.   
New Year’s Day 10:00 a.m. 

Please pray for the soul and family of  
Joseph Reedy, who died in the peace of 

the Risen Christ. May the angels  
welcome him to Paradise. 


