


  
Tuesday, November 30 
8:30 a.m.   Rev. Tim O’Neill 
Wednesday, December 1 
8:30 a.m.   Special Intention ~ Zuhosky Family 
Thursday, December 2 
8:30 a.m.   People of the Parish 
Saturday, December 4 
4:30 p.m.   Ed Roscoe ~ Fran Roscoe 
Sunday, December 5 
10:00 a.m. Dolly DeMay ~ Donna & Joe DeMay 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION:  T.G.I.F. (Together 
Growing in Faith) our next meeting is De-
cember 5, 2021. Father Scott Kopp will be 
speaking about the fun parts, theology and His-
tory of the Creed. We will begin in Church. 
Please arrive no later than 9:45a.m. to check in.  

November 14, 2021 

Sunday    $4894.35      123 Envelopes 
Rel. Retirement             $350.00          6 Envelopes 
All Saints                         $25.00          1 Envelope 
All Souls                            $5.00          1 Envelope 

 
             
We had a winner for the Nov. 13/14 
drawing! Joe Pushcar, #438 won 
$755.00! Congratulations! 

To be eligible for the drawing, your envelope 
must be in the parish office by 9:00 a.m. on 
Monday morning. 

Giving Tree - Catholic Charities &  
Ursuline Sisters 

Please return gift cards and sweatpants and 
hoodies by November 28.   

 

Thank You to all our “Holy Rollers” 
for helping our nut roll fundraiser to be 
a success. This helps to defray the cost 
of the T.G.I.F. (Together Growing in 
Faith) program.

Women’s Altar and Rosary Guild Christmas 
Party is December 15 at Vernon’s Café in the 
Front Room. Information and reservation letters  
are available on the welcome table in the gathering 
space. 

 
Thank you to everyone who took a tag from 
the giving tree in the Parish center. Please return 
by November 29 with tag. Leave gift cards at the 
office or you can drop it off in the mailbox in front 
of the parish center. Please put the Christmas 
Tree tag on the  gift card.   

St. Vincent de Paul Society News - We need 

workers at the Dining Hall, on the last Wednesday 

of the month and any morning Monday-Friday in the 

dessert and packing room. Because of Thanksgiv-

ing we will be preparing and serving our regular 

meal in November on the last Tuesday. You are 

welcome to join us. 
             Breakfast with St. Nicholas   

Sunday, December 12, 2021 
11am – 12:30pm  

St. Thomas the Apostle 
                Parish Center 
            Breakfast   Kids crafts             
         Pictures with St. Nicholas 

                $5 each person 
          Sponsored by Knights of Columbus Vienna Council 

   Bambinelli Sunday 
 
Saturday/Sunday, December 
11/12, at 4:30 p.m. and 10:00 a.m. 
Masses. Bring the Christ Child 
nativity figure from your home  

        to be blessed at Mass. 

Giving Tree  
Deadlines! 

December ministry schedules are on the table 
in the gathering space. Please remember to call  
a sub if you are not available on your scheduled 
date. Sign up sheet for Immaculate Conception 
Masses are in the sacristy. 



 

 
Mass Parts with Fr. Kopp:  Creed, part 2 (18/52)  

  
 

 

 

 
Continuing with the Nicene Creed from last week, we see a description of the Church as 
“one, holy, catholic, and apostolic.” These are the Four Marks of the Church. The Church is 
one, with one head, Jesus Christ, one vicar, the Pope, one gathered people. The divisions 
within Christianity are harmful to this unity and we continue to pray that all may be one. It is 
holy because it has Jesus Christ as its head, with the continued guidance of the Holy Spirit. It 
is catholic in the fullest sense of the term: universal. This faith is intended to cover the whole 
world and that continues to be our missionary call. The Church is apostolic in that the bish-
ops, as successors to the apostles, continue to lead the church in its holiness and connected-
ness.  
 
One final statement for our reflection on the Nicene Creed: “I confess one Baptism…” We do 
not believe in re-baptizing, nor in the invalidity of infant baptism. The sacraments work be-
cause of the grace they imbue. Three of the seven sacraments imprint a special character on 
the recipient, a character that can never be washed away; these are Baptism, Confirmation, 
and Holy Orders. You can only receive these once. Sin does not wipe away the mark of Bap-
tism, but it can cloud and soil it; so we have the Sacrament of Reconciliation. St. Augustine 
compared this mark as similar to the tattoo that soldiers in the Roman army received: SPQR 
(Senatus Populusque Romanus = The Senate and People of Rome). If a soldier deserts from 
the army, he cannot remove the tattoo, the mark remains. If he comes back and rejoins the ar-
my, they do not redo the tattoo, it is still there.  
 
At special times of the year, we also have the option to pray the Apostle’s Creed. The title 
comes from the story that each Apostle came up with one line each and joined them together 
to form this creed. This is just a story, as the Creed has its development from the Roman Bap-
tismal ritual.  
 
The one line that gives people the most concern is where Jesus “descended into Hell.” Hell 
here refers mostly to the Jewish and Greek understanding of Hades or Sheol. It was a dark 
and dim place in the afterlife. Not exactly a place of eternal damnation or the abode of Satan, 
it is more a sad place, close to our understanding of Purgatory. The 20th century theologian, 
Hans Urs von Balthasar, wrote a whole book about this line from the creed, pondering on its 
meaning as to how Jesus went to the very depths of existence and distance from God to 
preach the Good News of salvation. He felt everything a human being can feel, even to the 
point of despair of God.  
 


