
Pastor: Rev. Antoine (Tony) Laforet Ext-222 Email: t laforet@dol.ca

Associate Pastors: Rev. Vince Gulikers Ext-223 Email: vgulikers@dol.ca

and Rev. Steve Marsh Ext-226 Email: smarsh@dol.ca
 

Parish Staff: Main Reception Ext-200 Office Admin: Rachael McDonald Ext–200 Email: rmcdonald@dol.ca

Business Manager: Jim Van Lanen Ext-240 Email: jvanlanen@dol.ca Financial Administrators: 

Karen Kester Ext-242 Email: kkester@dol.ca & Lori Laporte Ext-241 Email: l laporte@dol.ca

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

When John the Baptist says in Mark’s Gospel, Prepare the way of the Lord, he is quite
adamant. Since this year’s Advent Season is the shortest one possible (3 weeks and a day)
we need to prepare quickly. So, here’s the beginning of the good news!

Our Ministry Fair was a fruitful endeavor as we now have a number of new volunteers to
help in several ministries in the church. Thank you to everyone who offered to assist as new
volunteers. And yes, anyone still praying about helping in our church is always welcome to
serve God and His Church, please feel free to reach out and offer to help.

This past week we celebrated the Sacrament of First Reconciliation with many of our Grade
2 students and their families on Tuesday in Zurich and on Thursday in Goderich.Thank you
to Brenda Teichert and Kate Dobson for helping us during these celebrations. Please check
our website for the amazing group photos.

In preparation for the celebration of Christ’s birth at Christmas, we have set aside
December 14th as a Day of Confessions. Many of us will clean house so visitors can join us
at Christmas and in the same manner, we too should clean house, our hearts and minds, in
order to welcome Jesus, our Lord and Saviour, the only one who brings us true joy! Please
check this bulletin for Confession times or call and make an appointment with one of our
priests.

We have had several discussions about the next Confirmation program, and we are now
prepared to invite our Grade 8 students or any student in high school who has not yet
celebrated this powerful sacrament to register on our website. (Search the …......task bar
for Sacraments & scroll down to Confirmation.) Parents and students are encouraged to
join us for our first meeting on Thursday, January 25th in Zurich at St. Boniface Parish Hall.

Finally, our most recent Alpha program in Goderich was completed at the end of
November and we wish to invite everyone who participated in Alpha last month or last
year in Exeter or any Alpha, to join us for an Alpha Reunion on Wednesday, January 10 in
Exeter at the Precious Blood Parish Hall.  Please plan to join us as we build the Church one
disciple at a time.

This is just the beginning of the Good News of Jesus Christ. May this Advent Season fill
you with joy in anticipation of celebrating Christ’s birth and a longing to become disciples
of Jesus.

Fr. Antoine (Tony) Laforet
Pastor for the Lake Huron Catholic Family of Parishes

Serving the communities of Exeter | St. Joseph | Grand Bend | Zurich | Goderich | Mt. Carmel
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10:30am—Mass John Hagan Peg Hagan 10:30am—Mass Doreen Dietrich Estate

10:15am Teresa Hagan Peg Hagan

Joseph Sertic Stephanie & Ivan Jagnjic Int. of Tony LaPorte Anthony & Monique Hartman

Ivan Topolovec Branka, Jane & Sonja Ivan Topolovec Stephanie & Ivan Jagnjic

Int. of Branka Topolovec Phil & Patty LaPorte Aelin Rose Teresa Melfi

Sr. Mary Regier Janice Hartman Peter Bedard Sr. Theresa Bedard & Family

Virginia Denomme Ken & Linda Genttner & Family Int. of Jim VanLanen LHCFP Office Staff

William Smith Estate Kevin McKinnon Paul Ducharme

Beulah & Raymond Rivard Estate Int. of Marysia Cabaj Michael & Kate Moriarty

Theresa Regier Gerard & Rosemary Ducharme Joseph & Sylvester Kenda Family

Louis Masse Pat & Steve Meidinger

Wayne Campbell Francis & Doreen Hartman

Darren Creses Gord & Cecilia Smith

Int. of Helen Creces Margaret Suplat

George Suplat Kathryn Regier

John Paul Rau Doug & Audrey Meidinger Douglas & Grace Smith Janet & Paul Villani

6:30pm—Mass Noreen (Kirwan) Hilbig St. Peter's CWL, Goderich 9:30—School Mass Copper Family Norm & Sandra Leddy

Henrica Holubowsky Joyce & Joe Essery Int. of Nancy & Neil Stapleton St. Peter's CWL, Goderich

Carl Schmit Margarit Meier Vince Young Knights of Columbus, Goderich

Alice Wynsouw Martin & Lia Vandenberk Angela Kuntz Joan & Tom Brewer

Maureen Jansen Immaculate Heart of Mary CWL Bertha Baltessen John & Gera Peters

Int. of Brenda DeJong Maureen Garinther Pauline de Jeu Martin & Lia Vandenberk

Int. of Joanne & Harry Boere Andy & Cathy Vrolyk Prosper & Cyrilla Vanbruaene Jerry & Rose Vanbruaene

9:15am—Mass Int. of Dorothy Roherty 9:15am—Mass Aunt Nilza Luciana da Silva

Lyle Revington Carla Revington & Family

Cheryl Glaab Tony & Jane Lansbergen

A Special Intention A Parishioner

Tim & Pat Glavin

6pm—School Mass Ray & Grace Ducharme Mary Ellen Ducharme & Family Laurie Kraftcheck Huron Perth Catholic DSB

Tony & Pam DeJong

Tue, Dec 12, 2023 Tue, Dec 19, 2023

Huronview Home for the Aged Exeter Villa

St. Peter, Goderich

St. Boniface, Zurich
Wed, Dec 13, 2023 Wed, Dec 20, 2023

5:30pm—School 

Mass

11:30am—Adoration 

   & Confession 

12:30pm—Mass

School Masses (at school locations)
Thu, Dec 21, 2023

St. Anne's School, Goderich

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK OF MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK OF 

December 10 - December 16, 2023 December 17 - December 23, 2023

Nursing Home Masses

St. Peter, St. Joseph
Tue, Dec 12, 2023 Tue, Dec 19, 2023

11am—Adoration

   & Confession 

12pm—Mass

11am—Adoration

   & Confession 

12pm—Mass

Wed, Dec 13, 2023 Wed, Dec 20, 2023

8am—Adoration

9:15am—Mass

8am—Adoration

9:15am—Mass

Fri, Dec 22, 2023

9:15am—School

  Mass

December Office Notations:
The parish office will be closed from noon on December 22nd and reopening 

Wednesday, January 3rd at 8:30am. Please ensure any donations for 2023 are 

received no later than December 25th if you wish them to be included for this years 

income tax receipt. Next bulletin will be a 3 week bulletin. Thank you!

Thu, Dec 14, 2023 Thu, Dec 21, 2023

Fri, Dec 15, 2023 Fri, Dec 22, 2023
11am—Adoration 

   & Confession 

12:15pm—Mass

11am—Adoration 

   & Confession 

12:15pm—Mass

Sat, Dec 16, 2023 Sat, Dec 23, 2023
9am—Mass

9:30am—Adoration 

   & Confession 

9am—Mass

9:30am—Adoration 

   & Confession 

Immaculate Heart of Mary, Grand Bend

9:15am—Mass

9:45am Adoration 

   & Confession

9:15am—Mass

9:45am Adoration 

   & Confession

Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Mount Carmel
Thu, Dec 14, 2023

Wed, Dec 13, 2023 Wed, Dec 20, 2023

9:15am—Mass 9:15am—Mass

Fri, Dec 15, 2023 Fri, Dec 22, 2023

12:45pm—Mass

1:15pm—Confession

12:45pm—School 

Mass

Sat, Dec 16, 2023

Thu, Dec 21, 2023

9:15am—Mass

9:45am Adoration 

   & Confession

Precious Blood, Exeter 

Fri, Dec 15, 2023

Fri, Dec 22, 2023Tue, Dec 12, 2023

Dennis Luckhardt & Int. of Audrey

9:15am—Mass

9:45am Adoration 

   & Confession

Sat, Dec 23, 2023



Sacramental Information
Baptism

Please contact Fr. Tony at tlaforet@dol.ca if you wish to
have your child baptized.  Baptisms are now being
celebrated during Saturday and Sunday Masses. 

Confirmation
All students and parents are invited to register online and
to join us for our first meeting on Thursday, January 25th
at 7pm, location to be determined. Any students in grade
8 and in high school who missed the opportunity to
celebrate confirmation are also welcome to register for
classes through our website at
lakehuroncatholic@dol.ca/sacraments. 

Marriage
Please contact Fr. Vince at least one year in advance:
vgulikers@dol.ca

St. Boniface Church, Zurich
Christmas Eve, December24th at 5pm

(please note this is a correction from last bulletin)
Contact Kristyn Egli if you’re interested in

volunteering (reading, singing, hospitality, etc.) 
kristynegli@gmail.com

Youth & Family Mass

Precious Blood Church, Exeter
December 10th at 11am

Contact Kate Dobson if you have any questions
kdobson@huronperthcatholic.ca

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, Mt. Carmel
Christmas Eve, December24th at 5pm

Contact Janet Roelands if you have any questions
dj.roelands@gmail.com

Sunday, December 10th at 3:30pm behind the ball diamond in Zurich

Live Nativity 

All Day Confessions - December 14th

From left to right:  
Pastor Rev. Antoine (Tony) Laforet Ext–222 
Associate Pastor Rev. Vince Gulikers Ext-223 
Associate Pastor Rev. Steve Marsh Ext-226

Christmas
Schedule

Diocesan Ministers Prayer Calendar
Please Keep In Your Prayers

mailto:%20tlaforet@dol.ca
https://forms.office.com/r/FqiSQUExpb
http://dol.ca/sacraments
mailto:vgulikers@dol.ca
mailto:vgulikers@dol.ca


Family of Parishes Updates and Events

Christmas Flower's and Decorations 
We will be accepting donations until December 15th. Please put donations in an
envelope labelled “Flowers for Christmas”. Envelopes are available at the entrance
of the church. For tracking purposes please list all of your information on the front
of the envelope. Kindly list the names of your deceased loved ones on the back of
the envelope and these names will be posted on both our parish website and in the
Christmas Bulletin.

Development and Peace ~ Caritas Canada: 
Join us for a special Advent gathering focused on Gaza and the
Call to Peace. We will be joined by two very special guests:
Cardinal Pizzabella, the Latin Patriarch of Jersualem and Anton
Asfar, the secretary general of Caritas Jerusalem.

Come and hear about the work we are doing and join your voice to
the voice for peace.

When: Saturday, December 16th at 12 p.m. ET

Christmas Caroling 
at Huronview Home for the Aged 

in Clinton at 2pm. Everyone is welcome! 
Sponsored by the CWL

St. Peter, St. Joseph Parish is
collecting new toys and gifts for

Blessings Christmas toy drive. There
is a special box for collections at

the back of the church. Thank you
for your kindness and generosity! 

Toy Drive

We are looking for volunteers to
help with decorating the Christmas
trees at each of our churches. Please
contact Fr. Tony at tlaforet@dol.ca

Are you available December 24th?

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_vvnDMD8bSrSaardwBEfiVQ#/registration


Office Notice: Cheques & E-Transfers
Please ensure that all cheques are made payable to your parish
and NOT to Lake Huron Catholic Family of Parishes. For e-
transfers please use the email address for your parish found
below, under “4 Ways to Donate to Our Family of Parishes”.
Please be sure to include your first and last name as well as
your email address in the notes section of e-transfer. This is
important for tax receipt purposes. Mass stipends follow the
same rules as donations. Thank you for your time and
consideration.

4 Ways to Donate to Our Family of Parishes 
 

E-Transfers: send funds from your account to your parish site: 
St. Peter, Goderich — stpetersgh@dol.ca 
St. Boniface — stboniface@dol.ca
St. Peter, St. Joseph — stpeter@dol.ca 
IHM — ihmgrandbend@dol.ca
Precious Blood — preciousblood@dol.ca 
OLMC — ourladymc@dol.ca

PAD: sign-up and donate from your account. Please contact
Lori Laporte-x–241 or Karen Kester–x-242: 1-877-450-6414 or
email: lakehuroncatholic@dol.ca for more information. 
Envelopes: contact the office for a box of offertory envelopes. 
Pllenty: Donate with your credit card via our Pllenty link at the
parish website under DONATE. 
lakehuroncatholic.ca/donate
Have you considering donating to your parish as part of Estate
planning? Did you know there can be tax advantages when
donating shares? Find out more here. If you would like to
donate shares to your parish please contact Lori Laporte-x–241
or Karen Kester–x-242: 1-877-450-6414 or email:
lakehuroncatholic@dol.ca

Preauthorized Donations
This method helps the mission of the parish. It
streamlines the work of counting, depositing, and
recording the offertory gifts, and helps with our
budgeting and cashflow. 
We are now preparing our records for next year. If you
are not already signed up and would like to switch to this 
convenient method of giving through automatic monthly
bank withdrawal, please contact Lori (x241) or Karen
(x242) at the parish office.   Preauthorized Donation
Forms for 2024 can be found in the entrance of the
Church and on our website under “Donate”. 
Please send completed forms to the Zurich office by
December 1, 2023 to ensure automatic withdrawal can
begin January 2024. Thank-you to those who already use
preauthorized bank deductions.

Cursillo! Interested? 
Cursillo is a Spanish word meaning ‘a little course’.  
Cursillo, which begins a Thursday night through to Sunday
afternoon, helps us to look at ourselves and our
relationships with others and God, through a series of talks
by others who have made a previous weekend. 

Day one: we look at ourselves; 
Day two: we consider God’s love for us;
Day three: we consider the world around us and how we
can be a Godly influence to those around us.  All who
make the weekend find a deeper joy in their faith, their
Church, and their community.  
Needing something to boost your faith and spirit.
Consider joining us on February 1-4 2024 for the men’s
weekend or Feb. 8-11, 2024 for the women’s
weekend. You can find a brochure at the entry of the
church or call Eilleen and David Sleightholm, our parish
contact at 519-524-9400 

Work being done at Mount Carmel
A couple of capital projects have started and will continue
over the next few weeks. The flat roof over the ramp to
the sacristy is being replaced (is leaking) and the Hydro
service is being relocated to the Bronson line as it
currently passes over private property. Weather
permitting, they will be done before Christmas. Donations
toward these necessary projects would be greatly
appreciated. Please indicate it is a capital donation. Thank
you for your generosity.

Statement by the Canadian Conference of Catholic
Bishops on the Non-Permissibility of Euthanasia

and Assisted Suicide within Canadian Health
Organizations with a Catholic Identity

The CCCB has made their statement on the non-
permissibility of MAiD in health organizations with a
Catholic identity (see below) public and it was
published this morning on their website in English and
French. Printable/shareable pdfs have been added to
the diocesan website in English and French as well. 

Journey Through Advent Video Series
The CCCB has launched their 2023 video series “Journey
Through Advent.” Each video in the series serves as an
introduction to the liturgical season of Advent and
presents reflections on the Gospel readings for each
Sunday leading up to Christmas. This year’s spiritual
reflections are delivered by the Most Rev. Jon Hansen,
C.Ss.R., Bishop of Mackenzie-Fort Smith (in English), and
the Most Rev. Alain Faubert, Auxiliary Bishop of Montreal
(in French). The videos are available at www.cccb.ca, or on
their YouTube channel. 

National Day of Prayer in Solidarity with
Indigenous Peoples

The National Day of Prayer in Solidarity with Indigenous
Peoples will celebrated annually on Tuesday, December
12, the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, Patroness of the
Americas. This year the prayer spoken by Pope Francis at
Lac Ste Anne during his penitential pilgrimage to Canada
will be the text for the 2023 National Day of Prayer in
Solidarity with Indigenous Peoples. The text is available
on the CCCB’s website in English and French.

Plenary Indulgence at Franciscan Churches
 

To celebrate the 8th centennial of the world's first
crib/nativity scene (1223-2023) by St. Francis of Assisi, in
Greccio, Italy, Pope Francis has approved a Plenary
Indulgence. The faithful are being offered the opportunity
to receive a Plenary Indulgence, from December 8, 2023
to February 2, 2024, at our Franciscan churches where the
Nativity Scenes will be available. All the details, including a
list of participating churches, are on the poster at this link.

mailto:stpetersgh@dol.ca
mailto:stboniface@dol.ca
mailto:stpeter@dol.ca
mailto:ihmgrandbend@dol.ca
mailto:preciousblood@dol.ca
mailto:ourladymc@dol.ca
mailto:lhcfp@dol.ca
http://lakehuroncatholic.ca/donate
https://dol.ca/common-planned-gifts
mailto:lhcfp@dol.ca
https://lakehuroncatholic.ca/donate
https://www.cccb.ca/media-release/statement-by-the-canadian-conference-of-catholic-bishops-on-the-non-permissibility-of-euthanasia-and-assisted-suicide-within-canadian-health-organizations-with-a-catholic-identity/
https://www.cecc.ca/communique-de-presse/declaration-de-la-conference-des-eveques-catholiques-du-canada-sur-linterdiction-de-pratiquer-leuthanasie-et-le-suicide-assiste-dans-les-organismes-de-sante-dallegeance-cat
https://dol.ca/documents/2023/11/2023-11-30%20-%20%20Statement%20on%20MAiD%20-%20EN.pdf
https://files.ecatholic.com/15495/documents/2023/11/2023-11-30%20-%20D%C3%A9claration%20sur%20lAAM%20-%20FR.pdf?t=1701369285000
https://www.cccb.ca/
https://www.youtube.com/@CCCBCECC/videos
https://www.cccb.ca/announcement/national-day-of-prayer-in-solidarity-with-indigenous-peoples-12-december-2023/
https://www.cccb.ca/announcement/national-day-of-prayer-in-solidarity-with-indigenous-peoples-12-december-2023/
https://dol.ca/documents/2023/12/plenary%20indulgence%202-2.pdf


Stay Tuned!

Catholic Apps of Interest

Parish Organizations & Ministry Events
NEW: To view events and notices in more detail please visit the “Details” links below for each

Organization or Ministry. They will take you to our website for more information.
Knights of Columbus Council 8480: Details on website

Euchre night will continue Sunday evenings through to December 10th at Immaculate Heart of Mary hall, in Grand Bend. 

St. Peter, St. Joseph’s CWL: Details on website 
Christmas Dinner & General Meeting Tuesday, December 5 at 6:00pm in the Parish Hall...
Christmas Giving Project. Collecting items for parents at Ronald McDonald House this Christmas. Items can be dropped
off at the church until Dec. 3rd or brought to the Christmas dinner...

St. Peter, Goderich CWL: Details on website 
Mint Smoothie Christmas Fundraiser is back!...

Precious Blood, Exeter CWL: Details on website 
T’is the Season of giving! Food Drive and Donations. The food donation will be collected on December 3rd, 10th and
17th. Boxes for donations will be kept in the foyer of the church... 
Next Coffee Sunday is Dec 10th following the Youth Mass. Looking for 3-4 volunteers to help...
CWL December General Meeting Dec 12th will be a dinner and social...
Reminder to collect and save your Hansen’s Independent receipts and deposit them in the box in the church entrance. 

Immaculate Heart of Mary, Grand Bend CWL: Details on website 
There is NO coffee Sunday in December.
Our CWL monthly meeting will be held on January 2,2024 at 1:00 p.m. Note the change in date. Group “C” is on duty.

Special Note: All CWL groups are collecting membership dues for 2024, please see the website for details.

https://lhcfp.dol.ca/knights-of-columbus
https://lhcfp.dol.ca/catholic-womens-league#CWLSPJ
https://lhcfp.dol.ca/catholic-womens-league#CWLSPG
https://lhcfp.dol.ca/catholic-womens-league#CWLPBE
https://lhcfp.dol.ca/catholic-womens-league#CWLIHM
https://lhcfp.dol.ca/catholic-womens-league#CWLPBE
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