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NEWSLETTER

YEAR  C

“A child welcom
ed, a family strengthened, and our family of parishes renewed in f

aith.
”

6 parishes, one family in Christ. United in spirit and strengthened by community.
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First Reading: Sirach: 3:17-20, 28-29
Psalm: 68
Second Reading: Hebrews: 12:18-19, 22-24a
Gospel: Luke 14:1, 7-14

This month, the Church invites us to
walk with Mary as she shares in the
suffering of her Son, Jesus. Her faith
and courage at the Cross remind us to
trust in God, even in times of sorrow.

Our Lady of Sorrows, stay close to us in our trials.
Help us to stand with courage at the crosses in
our own lives and trust in God’s plan. Amen.

September is the month of the Seven Sorrows of Mary
Prayer to Our Lady of Sorrows
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Dear Brothers and Sisters,
If we are familiar with the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John and the stories they tell us about the life
of Jesus, then we can be quite certain that Jesus loved eating and dining with every person he ever met. This
Sunday’s Gospel from Luke is no exception...
“When you hold a lunch or dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers (and sisters) or your relatives or
your wealthy neighbors, in case they may invite you back and you have repayment. Rather, when you hold a
banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind; blessed indeed will you be because of their
inability to repay you. For you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” (Luke 14. 12-14)
I can’t help but hope and wonder if we have this right as we continue to invite the poor and the lonely to join
us for our weekly banquet at Precious Blood Parish in Exeter (from 5:30 to 7 pm) called the Common Plate!
Each week, we are seeing the numbers growing steadily as we seek to serve those in this community who need
a sense of community and who hunger for nourishment. Let us keep inviting those who need this opportunity to
dine with Jesus and his companions. Donations to this weekly dinner are always welcome and as always, we
thank all our volunteers in the various Exeter churches for their assistance in making this possible each week!
In addition, Fishes & Loaves have been serving the needs of the poor in Goderich and at this time there may
be a need to support a few families in Goderich who lost their home (apartment) in the fire that occurred two
weeks ago. Is there something we can do to help? If anyone is interested in assisting them in finding a
temporary or permanent solution, please contact me at your earliest convenience.
We should also be aware that there is an effort in our Family of Parishes to seek new leaders to help us
organize and assist us in our efforts to build community in our Family of Parishes as we welcome new families
and parishioners. Some of these new leaders may already be volunteers but we wish to acknowledge their
many contributions and form them into leaders like Jesus did with the 70 he appointed!
Jesus also took every opportunity to teach his disciples and followers about His Father in Heaven and how we
can learn to grow in faith and trust our Father. For several years now, our Family of Parishes has purchased a
subscription to Formed but we learned this week that just over 200 families have registered and are using
Formed! Please visit our website to register so you too can watch and learn all about the saints and our
amazing Catholic Faith.
Fr. Anthony is working on obtaining his G2 license and is still searching for a good used vehicle. We are
grateful to all those who continue to drive Fr. Anthony to his appointments and celebrations in our various
parishes. It has been a great team effort!
Please join us for another Praise and Worship Evening this Sunday at 7 pm at St. Peter in St. Joseph! Many
thanks to Josh Rosedale and his team for their amazing music and their invitation to let the Holy Spirit move us!

Many Blessings!
Fr. Antoine (Tony) Laforet
Pastor for the Lake Huron Catholic Family of Parishes

From the Pastor’s DeskFrom the Pastor’s Desk
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Office Hours Tuesday to Friday: OPEN 8:30am - 3:30pm | CLOSED 12:30pm - 1:30pm and Wednesday afternoons for Staff Meeting 

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
69219 Bronson Line, Parkhill / Mt. Carmel

St. Peter Church
156 North Street, Goderich

St. Peter Church
73334 Bluewater Hwy., St. Joseph
Precious Blood
200 Sanders St. W., Exeter

Pastor: Rev. Antoine Laforet | Ext-222 | TLaforet@dol.ca
Associate Pastors: 
Rev. Thomas Donohue | Ext-224 | TDonohue@dol.ca
Rev. Vince Gulikers | Ext-223 | VGulikers@dol.ca
Rev. Anthony Lobo | Ext-226 | ALobo@dol.ca 

Reception & Admin: Nancy Smart | Ext-200 | LakeHuronCatholic@dol.ca 
Office Admin: Rachael McDonald | Ext-242 | RMcDonald@dol.ca  
Bookkeeper: Lori LaPorte | Ext-241 | LLaporte@dol.ca
Finance & Facilities: Deacon Jim Van Lanen | Ext-240 | JVanLanen@dol.ca
Office Angels: Bertha Fernandes | BFernandes.vol@dol.ca

F o r  P a s t o r a l  E m e r g e n c y  d i a l  1 - 8 7 7 - 4 5 0 - 6 4 1 4  e x t .  9   * * *   C a l l  9 1 1  f i r s t  i n  c a s e s  o f  i m m e d i a t e  m e d i c a l  e m e r g e n c y !

Immaculate Heart of Mary
337 Ontario Street, Grand Bend

St. Boniface Church plus
Main Office & Mailing Address 
22 Mary Street, Zurich, Ontario, N0M 2T0 

Main Office 1-877-450-6414
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Where in my life am I being called to greater humility?
Who in my community might be the “poor, the maimed, the lame,
and the blind” that Jesus asks me to welcome?
How can I practice generosity this week without expecting anything
in return?

You Are Invited
To Try Alpha

This fall, Alpha is part of the multi-denominational Alpha in the Exeter area. The Saturday retreat will be especially
powerful, bringing together several local churches. Last year, nearly 170 people joined the retreat — it was truly a
Spirit-filled day! 
Alpha provides a space to ask all your questions about life, faith, and meaning in a friendly environment with people
who, like you, want to explore. Each Alpha session includes a meal, a short video, time to connect, and plenty of time
to discuss. Everyone is welcome!
Interested?
If you would like to join us, please reach out by email, phone, or text. Thank you, and God bless, Brian and Ruth. Email
brwest@tcc.on.ca or call 519 673 - 9299.

We’re excited to announce that Alpha will be held at St. Peter Church in
St. Joseph, beginning Monday, September 22.

Social: 5:30 pm
Dinner: 6:00 pm
Headed Home By: 8:15 pm

Lord Jesus,
 

You teach us that true greatness is found
in humility, and that real love is shown in
welcoming those who cannot repay us.
Give us hearts that do not seek honor, but
that are ready to serve. Open our eyes to
the poor, the lonely, and the forgotten, so
that in welcoming them, we welcome You.
Make us gentle and generous, so that our
lives may reflect Your Kingdom of love.
 

Amen.

Jesus noticed people trying to sit in the best seats at a big meal. He told
them a story to show that it’s better to be humble and take the lower
place. He also said that when we invite others, we should welcome those
who can’t pay us back—the poor, the sick, and the lonely—because that
is what God’s love looks like.

Think About:
Do I sometimes want to be first or noticed more than others?
How can I be kind to someone who might feel left out?

Try This:
This week, choose one small way to let someone else go first—like letting
a friend pick the game, or giving up the best seat. Do it with love, just as
Jesus taught.

22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year C)
Gospel: Luke 14:1, 7–14 (RSV-CE)
"For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles
himself will be exalted." (Luke 14:11)

Jesus teaches about humility and generosity as He dines in the home of
a Pharisee. He challenges us not to seek honor for ourselves but to live
humbly, and to welcome those who cannot repay us. In God’s Kingdom,
true greatness is measured not by status but by service and hospitality
to those most in need.

   22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year C
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“Jesus invites us to turn the table of
honor into a table of service”

An updated "Case for
Support" of the Truth
and Reconciliation
Fund is at this link. 

We invite you to continue supporting our
Indigenous brothers and sisters who share
this land with us. Through the Truth and
Reconciliation Fund, we can work
together to foster positive change,
helping Indigenous communities to heal,
rebuild their traditions, and celebrate
their rich heritage as they recover from
the wounds of the past.

mailto:brwest@tcc.on.ca
http://lakehuroncatholic.ca/
https://files.ecatholic.com/15495/documents/2025/8/Case%20for%20Support-Aug2025-2.pdf?t=1756403687000


Baptism: Please complete the online Baptism
Registration Form and email it to
LakeHuronCatholic@dol.ca. The next Baptism Prep
Class will be held Thursday, October 16, at St. Boniface
Church, in Zurich. 
First Reconciliation registration is now open:
Registration for First Reconciliation is currently open
until the end of September 2025. Please visit the
sacraments page on our website here for more
information, important dates and to register. 
Confirmation: Confirmation will take place in Spring
2026.
Marriage: Engaged couples are asked to contact Fr.
Tony at least one year in advance to begin marriage
preparation: tlaforet@dol.ca.
Anointing of the Sick: Please call at the onset of
serious illness or when death is imminent: 1-877-450-
6414 ext. 9.
Reconciliation (Confession): Catholics are
encouraged to celebrate this sacrament regularly. It
brings peace, healing, and grace to the soul. Check
the full schedule online: LakeHuronCatholic.ca.
Confessions are also available by appointment:  1-877-
450-6414.

In God’s Presence
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To offer a Mass for a loved one or in Thanksgiving
please complete the online form here.

Diocesan Ministers Prayer Calendar

https://files.ecatholic.com/20719/documents/2022/8/LHCFP-Baptism%20Application%20Form_Final-5.pdf?t=1660079571000
https://files.ecatholic.com/20719/documents/2022/8/LHCFP-Baptism%20Application%20Form_Final-5.pdf?t=1660079571000
mailto:LakeHuronCatholic@dol.ca
https://lakehuroncatholic.ca/sacraments
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mailto:vgulikers@dol.ca
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https://lakehuroncatholic.ca/mass-intentions
http://lakehuroncatholic.ca/
https://files.ecatholic.com/20719/documents/2025/8/MINIST1.PNG?t=1756414845000


You are warmly invited to join us in prayer
throughout the week at the following parish
locations. Whether you’re a regular or new to
group prayer, all are welcome!

Tuesdays – St. Peter, St. Joseph
11:45 AM (before Mass) – We gather to pray
the Holy Rosary and ask for the intercession of
St. Joseph. A peaceful way to begin the day in
prayer.

Wednesdays – St. Peter, Goderich
8:25 AM – Join us in our beautiful Marian
chapel to pray the Rosary. This sacred space
dedicated to Mary offers a special place for
reflection and peace. Thanks to a parishioner
for this suggestion.

Fridays – Precious Blood, Exeter
12:00 PM – Gather to pray the Angelus and
the Rosary before 12:45 PM Mass. A beautiful
way to end the week in communion with Mary
and the Lord.

First Reconciliation / Holy Communion: Registration is
currently open. For more information and to register here is the
link.
Year of JUBILEE Worship Nights! Join us 7pm, Sunday evening,
August 31 at St. Peter Church in St. Joseph!
Office is Closed: September 2 , in lieu of the Stat. Holiday.nd

Common Plate: September 2 , then every week Tuesdays at
Precious Blood, Exeter 5:30pm to 7:00pm.

nd

Olive Woods from the Holy Land Visiting Parishes: September
5-6, at St. Peter Church (Goderich) and Our Lady of Mount
Carmel.
Jubilee Rosary Rally: September 6  10am at St. Patrick’s
Church, Dublin. See poster here for more details.

th,

Cemetery Sunday Celebration: Goderich on Sunday,
September 7  2pm.th,

Leadership Team Meeting: September 10, at 7pm.
5  Anniversary Celebration: September 21, starting at 4pm, St.
Boniface Church in Zurich. 

th

You are invited to try Alpha: Beginning September 22, at
5:30pm, St. Peter Church, St. Joseph.
Baptism Prep. Class: Thursday, October 16, at 6:30pm, St.
Boniface Church in Zurich.
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Gathered in Faith

Sign up for Free!

https://lakehuroncatholic.ca/sacraments#tabContent_3533961
https://lakehuroncatholic.ca/sacraments#tabContent_3533961
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https://files.ecatholic.com/20719/documents/2025/8/Rosary%20Rally%20PDF%20poster.pdf?t=1756448892000
https://files.ecatholic.com/20719/documents/2025/8/Rosary%20Rally%20PDF%20poster.pdf?t=1756448892000
http://lakehuroncatholic.ca/
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http://lakehuroncatholic.ca/
http://lakehuroncatholic.ca/
http://lakehuroncatholic.ca/
http://documents/2025/8/Formed%20How%20To%20Sign%20up.pdf
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Hands & Hearts at Work

St. Peter, St. Joseph CWL
Raffle Draw: Thank you to everyone who purchased
tickets for our raffle. The draw will take place Sunday,
August 31, after the 11:30am Mass. 
Potluck Dinner & General Meeting: Ladies, please join
us Tuesday, September 9, in the Parish Hall. Social
begins at 5:30pm. Our guest speaker will be from
L’Arche Canada. All are welcome. Bring a bit of cash to
Share the Wealth and for a chance to win a door prize. 

St. Peter, Goderich CWL
Many THANKS to all parishioners, guests and members
for your support of the CWL Celtic Breakfast and Bake
Sale.  Your generosity made a HUGE difference as our
council continues our good works community projects.
Blessings.

St. Boniface, Zurich CWL
St. Boniface General Meeting: September 16 with
Potluck Supper @6:30pm

Knights of Columbus Council 5420
General Members Meetings:

Meetings are the second Tuesday of every
month and begin at 7pm. Next meeting
will be September 9 at Columbus Hall
Goderich.

Knights of Columbus Council 8480
Euchre: at Immaculate Heart of Mary parish
will resume in Fall 2025.

Page 6LakeHuronCatholic.ca

If you would like to support our parish financially, please consider donating using the parish codes
provided. Your generosity helps sustain our ministries and outreach efforts—thank you!

Each year, the Vatican Secretary of the Dicastery
for Promoting Integral Human Development invites
us to join all Christians for a worldwide
celebration of prayer and action to protect our
common home and all people who share it. This
year, the theme for the Season of Creation is
Peace with Creation. Catholics are encouraged to
take part in the annual Season of Creation
(September 1 - October 4), A summary brochure of
the guide has been prepared by the Diocese at
this link to assist us in this celebration and highlight
ways individuals or parishes can participate. You
can also learn more at:
 https://seasonofcreation.org/. 

Season of Creation 2025
Peace with Creation 

Martyrs’ Shrine Trip: Anyone planning to visit the Martyrs’
Shrine in Midland is warmly invited to join us! We will be
carpooling from Zurich on Saturday, September 20th. If you
would like to come along, please contact Lynette Graham
at 226-376-7438.

St. Boniface is seeking volunteers to serve as Sacristans at
weekend Masses. Training provided. 
Interested? Contact Fr. Tony.  TLaforet@dol.ca
1.877.450.6414 x224

 Sacristans Needed! 

We are seeking a Housekeeper for Mount Carmel Rectory.
Duties include light cleaning and upkeep of the rectory
building. If you are interested or would like more
information see the posting at dol.ca/employment or
Contact Fr. Tony.
We sincerely thank Mary Ann Craner for her many years of
dedicated service and care for our parish! 

Help Wanted – Housekeeper for the Rectory

https://lhcfp.dol.ca/catholic-womens-league#CWLSPJ
https://lhcfp.dol.ca/catholic-womens-league#CWLSPG
https://lakehuroncatholic.ca/catholic-womens-league#CWLSTB
https://lhcfp.dol.ca/knights-of-columbus
https://lhcfp.dol.ca/knights-of-columbus
https://dol.ca/laudato-si
https://seasonofcreation.org/
http://lakehuroncatholic.ca/
https://seasonofcreation.org/
https://seasonofcreation.org/
https://seasonofcreation.org/
https://seasonofcreation.org/
https://seasonofcreation.org/
https://dol.ca/employment


Financial Overview

Ending
July 31, 2025

July 2025 2025 YTD Budget YTD  PrvYTD (2024) July 2025 2025 YTD Budget YTD  PrvYTD (2024)
Operating Receipts $26,800 $138,987 $142,000 $130,448 $12,572 $82,479 $81,750 $75,779

Operating Expenses $21,163 $142,896 $145,950 $138,437 $9,960 $76,644 $74,250 $63,792
Surplus (Loss) $5,636 ($3,909) ($3,950) ($7,989) $2,612 $5,835 $7,500 $11,987

July 2025 2025 YTD Budget YTD  PrvYTD (2024) July 2025 2025 YTD Budget YTD  PrvYTD (2024)
Operating Receipts $7,032 $58,603 $75,000 $67,126 $6,597 $59,210 $64,970 $60,898

Operating Expenses $11,015 $86,865 $74,500 $72,685 $12,746 $71,130 $75,820 $73,590
Surplus (Loss) ($3,984) ($28,262) $500 ($5,558) ($6,149) ($11,920) ($10,850) ($12,692)

July 2025 2025 YTD Budget YTD  PrvYTD (2024) July 2025 2025 YTD Budget YTD  PrvYTD (2024)
Operating Receipts $8,386 $57,553 $61,230 $62,502 $11,888 $84,221 $118,550 $105,370

Operating Expenses $7,881 $54,925 $58,000 $50,759 $10,172 $78,777 $112,050 $89,695
Surplus (Loss) $505 $2,628 $3,230 $11,743 $1,716 $5,444 $6,500 $15,675

July 2025 2025 YTD Budget YTD  PrvYTD (2024)
Operating Receipts $73,274 $481,053 $543,500 $502,123 << This section is for information purposes only.

Operating Expenses $72,938 $511,237 $540,570 $488,958     It is our 6 parishes added together.
Surplus (Loss) $337 ($30,184) $2,930 $13,165

We thank you all for your prayerful and financial support. Donate with QR code to link below
Your generosity is greatly appreciated. LakeHuronCatholic.ca/donate
Father Antoine (Tony) Laforet and your Finance Committee members.

YTD = Year to Date Lake Huron Catholic Family of Parishes Finance Committee Members
St. Peter, Goderich - Paul Scholten Immaculate Heart of Mary - Jim Karry
St. Boniface - Ted Soudant Our Lady of Mount Carmel  - Open Position.
St. Peter, St. Joseph - Open Position. Precious Blood - Jake Sweeny
Recording Secretary - Brenda Teichert
Pastor - Father Antoine (Tony) Laforet Business Manager - Deacon Jim Van Lanen

Shared Expenses (shared staff salaries, office expenses etc.) splits are as follows as of January 1, 2025.
St. Peter, Goderich - 28% Immaculate Heart of Mary - 15%
St. Boniface - 15% Our Lady of Mount Carmel - 15%
St. Peter, St. Joseph - 11% Precious Blood - 16%
Based on Parish the Sunday Offering, Christmas, Easter and Thanksgiving donations.

2024  Yeat - End Reports for each parish at LakeHuronCatholic.ca/financial-reports

Lake Huron Family of Parishes

St. Peter, Goderich Immaculate Heart of Mary

Precious Blood Our Lady of Mount Carmel

St. Peter, St. Joseph St . Boniface

Thank you for your generosity !

Commentary              
We must submit a balanced budget to the Diocese, so donations have been adjusted accordingly to cover projected expenses.

>Bad weather has significantly impacted attendance and, in turn, collections early this year.  Please consider Pre-Authorized Giving, which ensures steady support even when 
weather affects in-person attendance. It’s simple and convenient—expenses continue regardless of the weather. To set this up,  contact Lori Laporte at llaporte@dol.ca or 877-
450-6416 x240.
> Due to two large donations in Goderich this month  ($10,000 & $2,500) we were able to get back on budget and reduce the year to date Deficit by $5,636 this 
month.  Thank you to all our donors when make our mission possilbe!

>Snow removal and utility costs at most churches were significantly higher than last year—what a winter! However, the land maintenance budget was spread evenly across 12 
months, so this could balance out over the year.>

>The deficit at Precious Blood is a combination of  Snow Removal, Utilities, Dishwasher and Automatic Door repairs and donations being down from last year and the budget. 
Funds are needed to eliminate the $28,262  deficit , for the  replaciment of the Heating and Cooling system (~$150,000)  and the outstanding Loan amount of $387,724 that is 
also straining  Finances (interest payments of ~$13,500 for the year)

>We are in urgent need of a Finance Committee member from St. Peter Parish in St. Joseph and Mount Carmel. This is a must. If you are interested, please contact 
Deacon Jim Van Lanen, Fr. Tony, or the Parish office.



Visit our website!
Mass times, bulletins, 

children’s resources, and 
more:

LakeHuronCatholic.ca

This space could be 
yours.  

Email 
Lakehuroncatholic@dol.ca

Lord, help me to see You in 
everyone I meet and serve 
You in all I do.  Amen.

Take a moment this week to 
rest in God's presence

This space could be 
yours.  

Email 
Lakehuroncatholic@dol.ca

Please support the advertisers that support our community; 
tell them you saw their Ad here 
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