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Immaculate Heart of Mary, Grand Bend
Sunday 9am
 

St. Boniface, Zurich
Saturday 5pm | Sunday 8:30am
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Saturday 5pm | Sunday 11am
 

St. Peter, St. Joseph
Sunday 11:30am

Zurich | Goderich | St. Joseph | Exeter | Mt. Carmel | Grand BendZurich | Goderich | St. Joseph | Exeter | Mt. Carmel | Grand Bend

NEWSLETTER
6 parishes, one family in Christ. United in spirit and strengthened by community.

“Welcome to our Family of Parishes! Whether you’re a long-
time parishioner, a visitor, or new to our community, may
you feel at home here and know the joy of being part of
God’s family - a place of prayer, hope, and belonging.

“We journey through the seasons of the Church, awaiting and celebrating the co
ming 

of 
Ch

ris
t.”

Being a Mission Oriented Church that Forms Disciples of JesusBeing a Mission Oriented Church that Forms Disciples of Jesus
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First Reading: Isaiah 2:1-5
Psalm 122
Second Reading: Romans 13:11-14
Gospel: Matthew 24:37-44

 ‌Christmas
Schedule‌

2
0
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http://lakehuroncatholic.ca/
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/lake-huron-catholic-family-of-parishes-5th-anniversary-tickets-1438228984609


Office Hours Tuesday to Friday: 
OPEN 8:30am - 3:30pm | CLOSED 12:30pm - 1:30pm and Wednesday afternoons for Staff Meeting 

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Advent awakens us not only to the birth of Christ but also to the beginning of a new year in the life of the
Church. With Christ’s coming, we begin anew. On the First Sunday of Advent, November 30, we will transition
from Cycle C to Cycle A. This year, Cycle A focuses on the Gospel of Luke, which we will hear throughout our
Mass celebrations this Advent.

Because Advent is a season of preparation, repentance, and royal expectation. The colour purple, used in our
liturgies, reflects these spiritual themes as we await the coming of our true King. Because Advent is above all a
season of prayer, we are providing two different prayer booklets to help individuals and families prepare their
hearts for the birth of Christ.

Pope Benedict XVI reminds us, “It is the beautiful task of Advent to awaken in all of us memories of goodness
and thus to open doors of hope.”

Indeed, we are blessed to see many signs of hope in our Family of Parishes. This fall, the Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults (RCIA) began with ten candidates from across our communities. We gather every Sunday
afternoon at St. Boniface Church in Zurich, and everyone is welcome to join us. Please keep these candidates in
your prayers, and consider serving as a sponsor for one of them.

We are also delighted that several students in our schools have expressed interest in becoming altar servers.
We are organizing training sessions for these young people, and we ask for the support of their parents—
especially in bringing their children to Sunday Mass. Please pray for these students and their families as they
begin this meaningful ministry.

Finally, as we hear much about Black Friday deals and Giving Tuesday, we encourage parishioners to consider
offering a gift to your parish. Some of our parishes require significant repairs or replacements of major
components, and our staff is currently stretched thin. We hope to hire a Youth and Family Coordinator to help
us better serve our Family of Parishes. Your generosity this Christmas season will make a real difference.

May you and your family prayerfully and patiently enjoy a blessed Advent Season.

Many Blessings,
Fr. Tony

From the Pastor’s DeskFrom the Pastor’s Desk

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
69219 Bronson Line, Parkhill / Mt.
Carmel

St. Peter Church
156 North Street, Goderich

St. Peter Church
73334 Bluewater Hwy., St.
Joseph

Precious Blood
200 Sanders St. W., Exeter

Pastor: Rev. Antoine Laforet | Ext-222 | TLaforet@dol.ca

Associate Pastors: 
Rev. Thomas Donohue | Ext-224 | TDonohue@dol.ca
Rev. Vince Gulikers | Ext-223 | VGulikers@dol.ca
Rev. Anthony Lobo | Ext-226 | ALobo@dol.ca 

Reception & Admin: Nancy Smart | Ext-200 | LakeHuronCatholic@dol.ca 
Office Admin: Rachael McDonald | Ext-242 | RMcDonald@dol.ca  
Bookkeeper: Lori LaPorte | Ext-241 | LLaporte@dol.ca
Finance & Facilities: Deacon Jim Van Lanen | Ext-240 |
JVanLanen@dol.ca

Office Angels: 
Bertha Fernandes | BFernandes.vol@dol.ca
NEW - Vi Nguyen | email coming soon

F o r  P a s t o r a l  E m e r g e n c y  d i a l  1 - 8 7 7 - 4 5 0 - 6 4 1 4  e x t .  9   * * *   C a l l  9 1 1  f i r s t  i n  c a s e s  o f  i m m e d i a t e  m e d i c a l  e m e r g e n c y !

Immaculate Heart of Mary
337 Ontario Street, Grand Bend

St. Boniface Church plus
Main Office & Mailing Address 
22 Mary Street, Zurich, Ontario, N0M
2T0 

Main Office 1-877-450-6414
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With Advent, a new Church year begins. Jesus tells His
disciples to “stay awake” because the Son of Man will
come at an unexpected hour (Matthew 24:42–44).
Advent is a season of watchfulness — not fear, but
hopeful expectation.

Isaiah’s vision of nations streaming to the Lord’s
mountain (Isaiah 2:2) paints a picture of peace and
unity, while St. Paul urges us to “put on the Lord Jesus
Christ” (Romans 13:14). Advent is a call to wake up from
distractions, to walk in the light of Christ, and to
prepare our hearts for His coming — both at Christmas
and at the end of time.

 Matthew 24:37-44
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For Reflection
1. How can I live Advent as a season of watchful

preparation rather than rushing through it?
2. What distractions keep me from “staying awake” to

God’s presence?
3. How can I put on the light of Christ in a practical

way this week?

Advent is the time to get ready for Jesus. He tells us to
“stay awake” and be ready for Him to come. Advent is
not just about presents but about preparing our hearts.

Try this… Help light the Advent wreath this week,
and each time you see the candle, say: “Jesus, I’m
ready for You.”

Sunday Seeds 

The Star of Bethlehem, 1887-1891. Sir Edward Burne-Jones *Nativity
scene. To the left, Joseph, Mary and the infant Christ to the right, the
three kings, Balthazar, Melchior and Gaspar. Commissioned by the
Corporation of Birmingham, 1887, and purchased through the Art
Gallery Purchase Fund, 1891.

Come, Lord Jesus, awaken our hearts with hope. Teach us to
walk in Your light and to prepare for Your coming with joy.
May this Advent season draw us closer to You, our Savior
and King. Amen.

Prayer

The Christmas Season is more than just December 25—it is a beautiful stretch of
time in which the Church celebrates the mystery of God becoming human and
dwelling among us. Here is a simple overview of the dates and the meaning
behind them.

When Does the Christmas Season Begin?
➤ December 24 (Evening) – Christmas Vigil
The season begins with the Vigil Mass on Christmas Eve, following the ancient
tradition of a feast beginning the evening before.

Key Days of the Season
➤ Christmas Day – December 25
We celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ, the Light of the World.

➤ The Octave of Christmas – December 25 to January 1
For eight days, the Church celebrates Christmas as one continuous feast.
The Octave concludes on January 1, the Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of
God.

➤ Epiphany of the Lord – Sunday between January 2–8
We celebrate Christ revealed to the nations, symbolized by the Magi.

When Does the Christmas Season End?
➤ Baptism of the Lord – The Sunday after Epiphany
This feast marks the end of the Christmas Season. Jesus’ baptism begins His
public ministry, making it the natural conclusion to the celebrations of His birth
and early life.

Why These Dates?
Incarnation – God becomes man in Jesus.
Octave – The Church extends Christmas joy over eight full days.
Epiphany – Christ is revealed to the world.
Baptism of the Lord – Jesus is shown as the beloved Son and begins His mission.

Understanding the Christmas Season

Laudato Si’: Chapter Four - Integral
Ecology 

This month we explore Laudato Si'
Chapter 4: Integral Ecology. 

After exploring the roots of the
ecological crisis, Pope Francis turns
attention to promoting a way forward
as we address the crisis. 

He notes that since everything is
interconnected, we must consider a
way forward through multiple
interconnected lenses. 

To read more, click here. 

All previous chapter summaries and
more information about Laudato Si'
are at this link. 
 

Pope’s Monthly Intention for
December

For Christians in areas of conflict.
Let us pray that Christians living in
areas of war or conflict, especially in
the Middle East, might be seeds of
peace, reconciliation, and hope.

http://lakehuroncatholic.ca/
https://files.ecatholic.com/15495/documents/2025/11/Laudato%20Si%202025%20Action%20-%20November.pdf?t=1762786626000
https://dol.ca/laudato-sihttps:/dol.ca/laudato-si


Baptism: Please complete the online Baptism
Registration Form and email it to
LakeHuronCatholic@dol.ca. The next Baptism Prep
Class will be held Thursday, January 8, 2026, at St.
Boniface Church, in Zurich, 6:30pm. 

First Reconciliation Evenings: 
Zurich: Tuesday, December 2, 2025 at 6:30pm
Exeter: Wednesday, December 3, 2025 at 6:30pm
Goderich: Thursday, December 4, 2025 at 6:30pm

Confirmation: will take place in the Spring. Registration
will be available in the next bulletin. Stay tuned!

Marriage: Couples are asked to contact Fr. Tony at least
one year in advance to begin marriage preparation:
tlaforet@dol.ca.

Anointing of the Sick: Call at the onset of serious illness
or when death is imminent: 1-877-450-6414 ext. 9.

Reconciliation (Confession): We are encouraged to
celebrate this sacrament regularly. It brings peace,
healing, and grace to the soul. Check the full schedule
online: LakeHuronCatholic.ca. Confessions are also
available by appointment:  1-877-450-6414.

Immaculate Heart of Mary, Grand Bend
   10am – 12pm 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Mt. Carmel
   1:30pm - 4:30pm and 7pm - 8:30pm

St. Boniface, Zurich 
   10:30am – 12:30pm, 2pm-4pm, and 6:30pm - 8pm

Precious Blood, Exeter 
   10:30am – 12pm

St. Peter, St. Joseph
   4pm – 7pm

St. Peter, Goderich 
   10am – 1:15pm

Wednesday, December 10, 2025

Day of Confessions

F o r  P a s t o r a l  E m e r g e n c y  d i a l  1 - 8 7 7 - 4 5 0 - 6 4 1 4  e x t .  9   * * *   C a l l  9 1 1  f i r s t  i n  c a s e s  o f  i m m e d i a t e  m e d i c a l  e m e r g e n c y !

To offer a Mass for a loved one or in Thanksgiving,
please complete the online form here.

To offer a Mass for a loved one or in Thanksgiving,
please complete the online form here.

We pray for all who are sick, asking God to grant them
healing and strength. We also remember those who have
died, especially Mary Smith and Adam Hern, and ask the
Lord to bring comfort and peace to all who mourn.

Sacraments

DIOCESAN MINISTERS PRAYER CALENDAR

In God’s Presence
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Weekday Mass Intentions

If you would like to join us for prayers please visit the
website for  locations, times and dates. We have 3
locations on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays. Click
here for more information.

Gather in Prayer

https://files.ecatholic.com/20719/documents/2022/8/LHCFP-Baptism%20Application%20Form_Final-5.pdf?t=1660079571000
https://files.ecatholic.com/20719/documents/2022/8/LHCFP-Baptism%20Application%20Form_Final-5.pdf?t=1660079571000
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https://lakehuroncatholic.ca/Sacraments
https://lhcfp.dol.ca/mass-intentions
https://files.ecatholic.com/20719/documents/2025/11/December%202025.pdf?t=1764395838000
https://lakehuroncatholic.ca/prayer
https://lakehuroncatholic.ca/prayer
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Gathered in Faith

Youth & Family Mass Sundays:
Nov. 30 | STB
Dec. 14 | SPG
Dec. 21 | PBE

TBA | Leadership Meeting: PBE at 6pm
Mystagogy runs one Sunday per month at 4 PM
@ STB next date TBA.
Nov. 30  is the next date for R.C.I.A. | STB 1pm
and runs Sundays ending at Easter.

th

Tuesdays  |  Common Plate: PBE 5:30-7pm
Tuesdays  |  Fishes & Loaves: SPG see this link
for more details.

Nov. 30 | Coffee Sunday & Bake Sale: At IHM after Mass.
Nov. 30 | Coffee Sunday: At STB after Mass.
Dec. 4 | Parish Pastoral Council: at 7:30pm
Dec. 6 | Saint Nicholas Day
Dec. 6 | National Day of Remembrance & Action on Violence
Against Women (Canada)
Dec. 8 | Feast of the Immaculate Conception
Dec. 13 | Leadership Team Retreat
Dec. 14 | Pancake and Sausage Breakfast: At IHM at 10am.
Dec. 14 | Coffee Sunday: At SPG after 9am Mass.
Dec. 24| Office Closed: from noon and reopens January 6
Dec. 24 | Christmas Eve
Dec. 25 | The Nativity of the Lord / Christmas Day
Dec. 26 | Saint Stephen’s Day / Boxing Day
Dec. 27 | The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
Dec. 31 | New Year’s Eve
Jan. 1 | Mary, the Holy Mother of God / New Year’s Day
Dec. 28 | Bishop Fabbro is celebrating the closing Mass of the
Jubilee Year at St. Peter’s Cathedral in London. All are
welcome to attend in person or via the livestream.
Jan. 6 | Office Reopens: at 8:30amThe parish office will close for the holidays at noon

on Tuesday, December 24, and reopens on
Tuesday, Jan 6, at 8:30am.

Donations for 2025 must be received by Sunday,
December 28 to be included on your 2026  tax
receipt.

Have you moved? Please update your address with
the office to ensure you receive your 2025 tax
receipt.

Children’s ChurchChildren’s Church
Children’s Church is at the following parishes: St.
Peter Parish in Goderich • St. Boniface in Zurich •
Precious Blood in Exeter.
All sites are in need of assistance. Anyone interested
in leading and/or helping. Please contact the office. 

Carolling is an opportunity to bring the joy and
warmth of the nativity season to our loved ones and
neighbours! All parishioners are welcome to come
carolling with the CWL. We will present a large
poinsettia to each home on the date we sing for
them. We have a dinner reservation at the Park
House for December 4 for those who wish to join us
after carolling. See the schedule below.

St. Peter’s CWL Christmas Carolling – Dec 4, 2025
2:15 pm to 2:45 pm: Southbridge Home, Goderich
3:15 pm to 3:45 pm: Goderich Place
4:00 pm to 4:30 pm: Harbour Hill, Goderich

St. Peter’s CWL Christmas Carolling – Dec 10, 2025
2:00 pm to 3:00 pm: Huronview Home for the Aged,
Clinton

Christmas Carolling with our Elderly and Shut-ins

LakeHuronCatholic.ca

Continuing Parish Events

Upcoming Parish Events
For more visit our website at LakeHuronCatholic.ca

Parish Key (in color on website)
STB      St. Boniface Church, in Zurich
SPG      St. Peter Church, in Goderich
SPJ       St. Peter Church, in St. Joseph
PBE      Precious Blood, in Exeter
IHM      Immaculate Heart of Mary, in Grand Bend
OLMC  Our Lady of Mount Carmel, in Mt. Carmel

Office Notations

Christmas concert on Wed Dec 10, snow date Dec
11, in the school gym

9:30am dress rehearsal for whole school 
12:45pm matinee open to families
6:00pm evening performance

Christmas Feast Tues Dec 16 at the Zurich arena

St. Boniface School

The CCCB has released the video the first Sunday of Advent in the
Journey through Advent video series. The videos are available in
English and French and feature reflections by Most Rev. Wayne
Lobsinger, Auxilliary Bishop of Hamilton (EN) and Most Rev. Guy
Desrochers, C.Ss.R., Archbishop of Moncton (FR). They are also
posted on the diocesan homepage and social media sites.

Journey through Advent Video Series

Advent Prayer for Children
Dear Jesus,

Advent is here, and we are waiting for You with happy hearts. Help
us to slow down, to be kind, and to notice the people who need
love.

Light our path each week as we light the Advent candles—the
candle of Hope, the candle of Peace, the candle of Joy, and the
candle of Love.

Teach us to welcome You every day—in our families, in our
schools, and in everyone we meet.

Come, Lord Jesus, fill our hearts with Your light and make us
ready for Christmas.

Amen.

https://www.lakeshoreuc.org/fishes-and-loaves.html
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-gXxglyDUBWQXmkLhaJwrA
http://lakehuroncatholic.ca/
http://lakehuroncatholic.ca/
http://lakehuroncatholic.ca/
https://lakehuroncatholic.ca/bulletins
https://lakehuroncatholic.ca/bulletins
https://www.cccb.ca/evangelization-catechesis-catholic-education/video-resources/journey-through-advent/
https://www.cecc.ca/evangelisation-catechese-et-education/ressources-video/cheminer-ensemble-durant-lavent/


Hands & Hearts at Work

Knights of Columbus Council 5420

General Members Meetings:
Meetings are the second Tuesday of every
month and begin at 7pm. Next meeting
December 9th at Columbus Hall in Goderich.

Knights of Columbus Council 8480

Knights of Columbus council 8480 will host
Pancake and Sausage Breakfast at Immaculate
Heart of Mary church Hall on Sunday December
14  at 10am . Free will offer appreciated.th

Euchre: Knights of Columbus Council 8480 has
resumed Monday euchre nights at Immaculate
Heart of Mary Parish Hall at 7pm.

St. Peter, Goderich CWL

Mint Smoothie Christmas Fundraiser               $3 per
bar! Order Now! State your preference for DARK or
MILK chocolate. Payable upon pickup (cash only); to
order, call Jo at 519.612.1598. Thank you for your
support — Proceeds go to charities we assist.
Christmas Ornaments: Again, this year, Christmas
Ornaments to honor our loved ones will be available
before and after weekend Masses at St. Peter,
Goderich, starting 30 November. A small donation
would be welcome.

St. Boniface, Zurich CWL

St. Boniface CWL Christmas Party: St. Boniface
Church in the Narthex. Saturday December 6
1:30pm to 3:30pm. Light Refreshments, games, door
prize. Come dressed for the season.  

th

St. Peter, St. Joseph CWL

2026 Membership Drive: Please see the website for
details.
CWL Christmas Dinner & General Meeting: Ladies,
please join us Tuesday, December 2  at 5:30 pm in
the Parish Hall for our annual Christmas dinner. All
are welcome. $25.00 Please RSVP to Martha Mungar
by Nov. 21st at mkmungar@hay.net or 519. 236.7321.
We will be collecting items for residents of Blue
Water Rest Home who have no family.

nd

Immaculate Heart of Mary, Grand Bend CWL

The IHM CWL Bake Sale takes place this Sunday,
November 30  following the 9am Mass. th

Other CWL Locations

Precious Blood, Exeter CWL

Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Mt. Carmel CWL

Catholic Women’s League 
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Knights of Columbus

We warmly invite you to help beautify our churches this
Christmas by contributing to our Christmas Flowers and
Decorations fund. Donations will be gratefully accepted until
December 15th.

If you would like to donate, please use an envelope labeled
“Flowers for Christmas” (available at the entrance of the
church). For accurate tracking and receipting, kindly include
your full contact information on the front of the envelope.

If you wish to give in memory of a loved one, please write
their names on the back of the envelope. These names will
be lovingly included on our parish website and in the
Christmas Bulletin as a special tribute.

Thank you for your generosity and for helping fill our
churches with beauty and joy this Christmas season!

Christmas Flowers‌ ‌
& Donations‌

Sign up for Free!

FROM THE AUGUSTINE INSTITUTE

https://lhcfp.dol.ca/knights-of-columbus
https://lhcfp.dol.ca/knights-of-columbus
https://lhcfp.dol.ca/catholic-womens-league#CWLSPG
https://lakehuroncatholic.ca/catholic-womens-league#CWLSTB
https://lhcfp.dol.ca/catholic-womens-league#CWLSPJ
https://files.ecatholic.com/20719/documents/2025/9/CWL%20Membership%20Form.pdf?t=1757360855000
https://files.ecatholic.com/20719/documents/2025/9/CWL%20Membership%20Form.pdf?t=1757360855000
https://lhcfp.dol.ca/catholic-womens-league#CWLIHM
https://lakehuroncatholic.ca/catholic-womens-league#CWLPBE
https://lakehuroncatholic.ca/catholic-womens-league#CWLOLMC
http://lakehuroncatholic.ca/
http://documents/2025/8/Formed%20How%20To%20Sign%20up.pdf
http://documents/2025/8/Formed%20How%20To%20Sign%20up.pdf
http://documents/2025/8/Formed%20How%20To%20Sign%20up.pdf


Giving Tuesday — December 2, 2025

Giving Tuesday is a global day dedicated to generosity
and gratitude. 

This year, we invite you to remember our parish
community through a gift of any size.

Your support helps sustain our ministries, care for those
in need, and maintain our parish home.

To give, please visit https://lakehuroncatholic.ca/donate  
or contact the parish office.

Thank you for your continued generosity.

The power of the movement

Do you know someone who believes in social
justice and solidarity among peoples and who
would like to participate in awareness and
mobilization campaigns to build a world of justice
and peace?

Invite them to become a member of
Development and Peace ― Caritas Canada and
join a democratic movement with 12,800
members across the country!

For more information, contact  Erma Weernink at:
ermaweernink@gmail.com or the animator in
your region (find them at devp.org/contact).

Join in Praise This Advent

In the midst of a busy season, you’re invited to pause, breathe, and lift your heart to the Lord.

On December 11 from 7:00–9:30 PM EST, we’re gathering online for a Night of Hope—an evening of Eucharistic adoration,
worship, and reflection designed to help you encounter the quiet, steady hope that Christ offers in Advent.

We are blessed to have:

Fr. Dave Pivonka, TOR, leading us in Eucharistic adoration, and Sr. Agnes Therese, TOR, sharing a message of hope for all who
are longing for the Lord to break into their lives with His light.

Whether you enter this season feeling weary or expectant, this night is an opportunity to rest in God’s presence and allow
His peace to fill your heart.

This event is completely free, and additional details will be shared soon. Come join the Steubenville Conferences
community as we lift our hearts in praise and prepare a place for Christ this Advent.

https://lakehuroncatholic.ca/donate
https://encounter.franciscan.edu/register/form?id=05e00bba-284b-4ce4-ad8b-541b49d976bc
mailto:ermaweernink@gmail.com
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Mass times, bulletins,

children’s resources, and 
more:

LakeHuronCatholic.ca
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Take a moment this week to 
rest in God'spresence

Visit our website!

Lord, help me to see You in
everyone I meet and serve
You in all I do. Amen.

Custom Toll Packaging
Warehousing

519 482 5060

Please support the advertisers that support our community;

tell them you saw their Ad here 

This space could be

yours. 

This space could be

yours. 

This space could be

yours. 


