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Good Shepherd Parish Pastoral Council (GSP PC) 

MINUTES OF ANNUAL GENERL MEETING 

Date and Time: 02 October 2022 at 12:25 pm 

PPC Present: Fr. Virgil Amirthakumar (President), Mark McAvoy (Chair), Doug O’Reilly 
(Secretary), Barb Paquette (also CWL rep), Debbie Frendo, Marilyn Olsen (Past-Chair) 

Absent: Mike Chippa, Bonnie Kobner (Parish Secretary).Dn Philip Tang. 

Parishioners in attendance: 16 

 

1. Opening Prayer.  Fr. Virgil led a shared group prayer. 

2. Introduction of Parish Pastoral Council Members. Marilyn introduced the current 
members of the PPC (Mark McAvoy and Barb Paquette) and announced the newly 
elected members (Debbie Fredo, Mike Chippa and Doug O’Reilly). The new members 
made introductory remarks. 

3. Indigenous Reconciliation Fund. Fr. Virgil announced that the Canadian Council 
of Catholic Bishops have agreed to set up a $30M fund for Indigenous Reconciliation. 
The Archdiocese of Ottawa-Cornwall will have a goal of $1.2M. This fund will be used to 
support appropriate reconciliation projects in the Archdiocese. There is a 5 year target 
to raise the funds. The Archdiocese of Ottawa-Cornwall wish to raise the funds in 2 
years. There were a few questions on the use of the fund to which Fr. clarified that the 
funds would go to projects undertaken within the Archdiocese related to reconciliation 
with Canadian Indigenous peoples resident in the area 

4. Review of draft 2022 AGM parish report. Marilyn indicated that she had just sent 
a draft copy of the report to the chairs of the various ministries. Once they have 
reviewed the report and provided comment, she will publish the report on the parish 
website. The ministry chairs present were ask for comment. Charlotte G. reported that 
the Bible studies program progressed well through Covid, primarily due to the use of 
Zoom. Marilyn D. indicated that there was no RCIA activity during Covid but should be 
soon proceeding with two candidates. 

5. Financial Report. Sean K provided a Finance Council update based on the letter 
provided in the 02 October bulletin. A key point was that the parish is running a deficit of 
over $20,000 at a point 2/3 of the way through the year. This is due to the 
extraordinarily low revenues due to Covid and some additional expenses. A positive 
note was that it is expected that the mortgage will be paid off in two years. 

6. Parish Strategic Planning Update (including Flourishing Congregations Survey 

Report and Synodal Process Parish Report). Doug provided a brief overview of the 

synodal process and the action taken by the PPC as a result of that process. The report 

is complete and will be published on the parish website soonest. 30 adults and 10 youth 

participated in the process and provided good input. Overall there is concern for the 
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future of the parish and Universal Church. A summary of the main objectives for the way 

ahead are as follows: 

a. To (re-)build a community in GSP that is warm, welcoming and vibrant; 

b. To engage children and youth in parish life to create a core of Faithful 

Catholics for the future;  

c. To create an environment within GSP to support discipleship and build 

faith, and  

d. To review aspects of the Mass (i.e., liturgy, music, environment) to align it 

with the above objectives.  

Following the synodal process, the PPC conducted a strategic planning session at 
which they acknowledged that there are challenges facing the parish and that action 
needs to be taken. A draft strategic plan was developed by the past PPC. This plan will 
be provided to the current PPC for consideration, revision and implementation. 

7. Questions? Any other points? Following the presentation there were a number of 
comments and observations by the attendees. The main points were: a need for the 
parish leadership to better reflect the diversity of the parish, the need to have a better 
youth program to establish a good foundation for the future church, and the need for a 
vibrant music ministry. Many good points were made and will be taken under 
consideration of the PPC. 

8. Closing Prayer. Fr. Virgil led the group in a closing prayer 


