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 Allow me to introduce 
myself: I’m John Jacquel, 
ordained 38 years ago in 
the Diocese of Erie, and I’ve 
been a member of our Jesus 
Caritas Fraternity all those 
years. Currently, I’m the pas-
tor of two smaller urban par-
ishes in Erie and have been 
for the past eleven or so years. Having 
served on the National Council for six-
teen years, along with four different Na-
tional Responsibles, I drove to Detroit to 
resign – but was elected the new leader 
- despite my campaigning for another to 
take that position. 

It is my conviction that we priests 
must gather to pray, support, challenge, 
and affirm each other – and open our-
selves more fully to God’s grace. Jesus 
Caritas is a tried and true way for this to 
happen – acknowledging that there are 
other paths as well. Having experienced 
grace most powerfully in a co-ed week-
end experience as a teenager – and es-
pecially the two-year, every other week 

follow up to that – I found that 
I cannot grow as a disciple 
without the prayer, account-
ability, and intentionality of 
our fraternity. My commit-
ment will be to help promote 
and enrich more priests with 
the gifts of Jesus Caritas. 

The brothers in Detroit 
are challenging me to respond even 
more to the grace and step up to serve. 
Among the priorities we listed were the 
identification of Diocesan Responsibles 
– the key to communication as well as lo-
cal support of our fraternities. The Week 
of Nazareth has been successfully de-
ployed four times now – Feb 2020 was 
the “trial run” in Conyers, Georgia – but 
two such weeks were conducted in Se-
attle and one in Nebraska. Several more 
(including Cleveland in September) are 
now scheduled. We all ought to capitalize 
on the canonization of Brother Charles 
de Foucauld – we await the scheduling 
of the formalities – to gather our local fra-
ternities together around December 1st 
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– the date of his death and therefore 
his memorial. 

Our newsletter needs upgrad-
ing – those who have produced it are 
strained and tired. Perhaps there’s a 
fraternity somewhere (Detroit?) that 
could take that on – to call for articles – 
to compose – and to send to our office 
which will handle the other details. 

The future demands that we con-
tact seminarians and invite them into 
this spirituality. We might efficiently 
do so through the Institute for Priest-
ly Formation (Creighton University, 

Omaha) – since many dioceses uti-
lize this resource. 

I am humbled and affirmed by 
those who attended the National As-
sembly in Detroit. Becoming “willing” 
has changed me. Being selected has 
already sent me to the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation and I’m sure this re-
sponsibility will summon me more 
often to this grace. 

The malaise that has crept into 
so many of our lives – due to our 
scandalization, due to our weariness, 
and due to the pandemic’s unique 

challenges (mine, very much) – can 
be dispelled by the grace of the Holy 
Spirit’s work in each of us. 

The details of this office have the 
potential to drive me mad – but they 
have closed (for the most part) War-
ren State Hospital [Pennsylvania]. 
Thus, I will depend on the Holy Spirit 
and you to keep myself sane and 
dedicated to what really matters.  

Fraternally,    

John

From the Responsible continued from front cover

“You Are All Brothers” (Mt 23:8)

UNIVERSAL FRATERNITY Address given at National Assembly
Father Fernando Tapia

1. FRATERNITY is at the heart of the Gospel. It is the 
novelty that Jesus brings in a very stratified society: divi-
sions among slaves and free, wealthy very wealthy and 
poor very poor, absolute powers and peoples that are 
dominated by blood and fire, and among righteous and 
sinners, etc. Jesus is well aware of these ruptures in fra-
ternity and implores his disciples to be different: “It shall 
not be so among you (...); whoever wishes to be first 
must become the servant of others” (Mt 20:27; see also 
Mt 23:8-11).

2. The seed of fraternity is at the core of Jesus’ evan-
gelising practice: he engaged with tax collectors, the sick 
and sinners (Mk 2:15-17), he enters into dialogue with 
Samaritans (Jn 4:1-42), he allows himself to be ques-
tioned by a foreign woman (Mt 15:21-28), etc.; in other 
words, he breaks down the barriers that in his time sep-
arated human beings and he engaged with those who 
were despised and excluded, and generated in them a 

sense of joy and hope. At the same time, this engage-
ment brought him into increasing conflict with those who 
wanted to keep in place the walls that separated human 
beings from one another: scribes, Pharisees and priests 
of the temple.

3. Through his closeness and compassion towards the 
outcasts of society of his time, Jesus wanted to make 
visible the foundation of human brotherhood: we are all 
sons and daughters of the same heavenly Father who 
“makes his sun rise on the good and bad and sends rain 
on the just and unjust” (Mt 5:45). In God’s heart there is 
no discrimination whatsoever. We are all loved by Him, 
whatever our moral situation. 

4. St. Paul deeply understood this astounding mes-
sage of the Gospel preached by Jesus and he would 
write to the Galatians in such audacious words: “By faith 
in Christ Jesus you are all children of God. Those who 

continued on page 3
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UNIVERSAL FRATERNITY Address given at National Assembly
continued from page 2

have been baptized and have conse-
crated themselves to Christ have put on 
Christ, so that there is neither Jew nor 
Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, 
for you are all one in Christ Jesus” (Gal 
3:26-28). The Christian communities 
sought to this fraternity, that was surpris-
ing for Paul’s time. It was for this reason 
that they were attractive and multiplied 
throughout the whole Mediterranean ba-
sin. They were truly a “light of the world 
and salt of the earth” (Mt 5, 13-14).

5. For us, the sacrament of baptism 
marks the beginning of a life of fraternity. 
We receive the seed of fraternal life as 
a grace of sonship. However, we must 
cultivate it, otherwise it remains unfruit-
ful. Though we are children of God, but 
we have to make ourselves children of 
God every day by seeking and doing the will of the Fa-
ther. Though we are brothers and sisters (through Bap-
tism), but we must make ourselves brothers and sisters 
by drawing near to one another each day, serving one 
another, forgiving each other up to seventy times seven.

THE RUPTURES OF FRATERNITY

6. To cultivate the culture of filiation, friendship and fra-
ternity is an arduous task in our society that promotes and 
sustains a counterculture of individualism and competitive-
ness, selfishness and violence, discrimination and exclu-
sionism, isolationism, and self-sufficiency. We just have to 
listen to and watch the news on television (and media).

7. As ministers of the Gospel we too can easily become 
infected with these viruses that circulate in our social and 
cultural environments and end of being “salt that loses its 
taste or a light that is placed under a piece of furniture” (cfr 
Mt 5, 13-15). However, what is expected of us by the Lord  
is exactly the opposite: “Let your light shine before men, 

that they may see your good works and 
praise your Father in heaven” (Mt 5:16).

8. The vaccine is to live out our min-
istry in fraternity, hopefully from the be-
ginning of time of our initial formation 
in the seminary. It is an apprenticeship 
that purifies our love from selfishness, 
from being rigid and from the tendency 
to use others for our own benefit. It pro-
tects us from anguish, from bitterness, 
from hyperactivity, from psychosomatic 
illnesses and depressions, that is typi-
cal of those who always have to be 
number one in everything and to be so 
single-handedly.

9. If we are honest with ourselves, 
we must recognise that we cannot 
cope with life alone. We need others, 

we need companions for friendship, advice, comfort, 
and correction. There we can understand why Jesus 
begins his proclamation of the New Kingdom by form-
ing a fraternity: The Twelve Apostles.

WHAT DOES A PRIESTLY 
FRATERNITY SEEK?

10. To grow together in the following of Jesus Christ. We 
gather together, like the disciples of Emmaus (Lk 24:13-
35), to meet in the friendship of the Risen One, in the 
review of life, in the sharing of the Word, in prayer and in 
the breaking of the Bread.

11. To learn to be transparent, to trust others, to let 
others know about my family, my life, my money, my 
relationship with men and women, my sorrows, my 
need to be supported. To learn to love each other and 
to argue; to accept being different and not for that rea-
son each one goes his own way. To be open to differ-
ences, to embrace their existence. 

FALL 2021

Exposition during the Hour of Adora-
tion during the assembly in Detroit.  
As the Fraternity of Priests has ma-
tured it has moved to a simpler form 

of devotion to the blessed Sacrament, 
eschewing ostentatious monstrances 
and displays of costly vestments to a 
concentration on the Real Presence.

continued on page 4
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12. Learning to have a sense of belonging. To be with 
others and of others. It is not enough to just be, it is nec-
essary to belong and to create links. It is about learn-
ing to carry (to take responsibility for) the lives of oth-
ers. Learning to live and share with equals. To get out 
of the superior-inferior, dominator-dominated, protector-
protected categories that are some of authoritarian traits 
that we all have.

13. This experience takes place in small groups (of 4 to 
6 participants) so that everyone feels listened to, wel-
comed, accepted, and contained. We help each other 
to be faithful in the ministry entrusted to us and to walk 
together in the footsteps of Jesus, so that He becomes 
the centre of our lives, animated by His Spirit.

14. A decision to participate and join with others. It re-
quires a decision to be real, to share what is really going 
on in our lives. It requires letting down our defences and 
letting ourselves being revealed. It requires confidential-
ity in all that we hear.

15. It requires that we participate in the monthly frater-
nity meeting which includes rest, food, worship, review 
of life, sharing the Gospel and sometimes the celebra-
tion of the Eucharist.

16. It requires stability in attendance as it 
takes time to build up bonds among par-
ticipants. Accepting the frustrations that 
goes with all fraternal life: that others do 
not show up, that one would like to speak 
and there is no space or opportunity to do 
so, or that someone talks too much, etc.

17. It requires living with a sense of frater-
nity beyond the boundaries of the formal 
meeting, within the possibilities (day to 
day realities) of each priest. I am referring 
to such gestures as phone calls or vis-
its to see how the other person is doing, 

birthdays wishes or greetings on the occasion of ordina-
tion anniversaries, being present when a new parish or 
another important assignment is undertaken, or having a 
fraternity outing.

CHARLES DE FOUCAULD, 
THE UNIVERSAL BROTHER

18. Our Priestly Fraternity has as its main inspiration 
the figure of Blessed Charles de Foucauld. We follow 
Jesus in the footsteps of this holy missionary. Like him, 
we would like to be passionate seekers of God and let 
ourselves be led by the Holy Spirit, wherever he wants 
to lead us.  After his conversion, he became a Trappist 
monk, then an employee of the Poor Clare nuns and fi-
nally a diocesan missionary priest in North Africa. His 
desire was to imitate as closely as possible Jesus of 
Nazareth, his Brother and Lord, through a life of prayer, 
poverty and availability to all those in need.

19. Charles de Foucauld´s way of evangelizing was uni-
versal brotherhood. In a letter to a friend, he replied: “Do 
you want to know what I can do for the natives? It is 
not possible to speak to them directly about our Lord. 
That would make them flee. We must inspire them with 
confidence, befriend them, render them small services, 
give them good advice, befriend them, discreetly exhort 

them to follow the natural religion, show 
them that Christians love them”. This is 
what he calls THE APOSTOLATE OF 
FRIENDSHIP. Perhaps some of us have 
had the experience of this way of evan-
gelizing non-believers, agnostics or those 
who are far from the Church.

20. In this way, our experience 
of priestly fraternity leaves us better 
prepared to be builders of fraternal 
life both within our presbytery and our 
Christian communities and at the social 
level. Brother Charles’ wayside shrine 

UNIVERSAL FRATERNITY Address given at National Assembly
continued from page 3

continued on page 5

Crucifix in St Paul 
of the Cross chapel
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was always open to all and at all times. In a 
letter to his cousin Marie de Bondy he says: 
“I want to accustom all the inhabitants, 
Christians, Muslims, Jews, to look upon 
me as a brother. They are beginning to call 
my house ‘the fraternity’ and this is very 
dear to me”.

21. It is not surprising then that Pope Francis, 
who works tirelessly for universal fraternity, 
points out at the end of his encyclical Fratelli 
Tutti that Brother Charles was the main 
inspiration for this letter: “I would like to 
conclude by recalling another person of deep 
faith who, from his intense experience of God, made a 
journey of transformation until he felt that he was a brother 
to everyone. This is Blessed Charles de Foucauld (...) the 
universal brother”.

22. I believe that the pandemic has given us the opportu-
nity to discover and live universal fraternity through soli-
darity work. In our parish and in many parishes, we have 
worked side by side with believers and non-believers. 

Catholics, Evangelicals and Agnostics, have 
worked side by side to set up parish canteens 
and soup kitchens in order to deliver food bas-
kets, toiletries and medicines etc. to the sick, 
the unemployed and the elderly. Also, they 
have networked with municipalities, health 
centres, social organizations, neighborhood 
councils, etc.

CONCLUSION

23. We have believed in the words of Jesus: 
“You are all brothers” and we have tried to live 
it in our small priestly fraternities and to be 

builders of fraternity in our own environment. We do not 
want to be closed groups, simply of mutual help, who 
separate themselves from the others and think they are 
better than the others, like a priestly elite.  We seek fra-
ternal life because we know we are fragile and in need of 
others and because our world today needs to find ways 
of fraternity, as Pope Francis says in Fratelli Tutti. Our 
fraternity is always at the service of the Mission. 
Santiago, Chile, July 2021
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Year of St Joseph. From the  
Retreat House Chapel (photos from 
Bishop Don Hanchon)

First Name Last Name Diocese Date of Death Comments

Jerry Devore Bridgeport CT Jan 9, 2011 Region I  former National 
responsible 

Donald Wangler Buffalo NY Mar 22, 2019 Region II

Bruce Byrolly Wilmington Dec. 29,2020 Region II

Michael   G Ueddler Buffalo NY Apr 9. 2021 Region II

Howard Calkins New York Apr 14, 2017 Region II

Bryan Karvelis New York Oct 18, 2005 Region II

John Canning Rockville Center Oct. 6,2009 Region II Carmelite

Tom Ahern New York Sept.2 2019 Region II Maryknoll

Frank Higdon New York Oct.19 2020  Region II Maryknoll

Michael  J. Unko Buffalo NY July 30, 2020 Region II US Army Chaplain

Pierre Raphael New York Jan.5 2019 Region II Working Priest

JESUS CARITAS NECROLOGY FOR EASTERN UNITED STATES 
Help us update our files by forwarding additional names in your region to <ronbelisle@hctc.com> using 
the format below if possible

UNIVERSAL FRATERNITY Address given at National Assembly
continued from page 4

JESUS CARITAS NECROLOGY FOR EASTERN UNITED STATES
Help us update our files by forwarding additional names in your 

region to <ronbelisle@hctc.com> using the format below if possible

Year of St Joseph. 
From the Retreat House 

Chapel (photos from 
Bishop Don Hanchon)
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My Enemy’s Brother   Aurelio SANZ BAEZA

Regional Feedback – 
Wednesday, July 21, 2021
National Assembly, Detroit

Upper Midwest –
• Promote the Week of Nazareth
• Plan a Week of Nazareth at St Meinrad Seminary – in 

2023
• Establish /Strengthen Diocesan Responsibles
 
Lower Midwest & South–
• Follow up presentations with one-on-one phone calls
• Invite existing fraternities to participate in the Week of 

Nazareth
•  At priest convocation, schedule a lunch with JC members 

and those curious
• December 1st gathering / holy hour / meal important
• “In three minutes, tell me why you follow Christ” (Evange-

lization outreach)

East – 
• Promote Diocesan group gatherings
• Extend general invitation every couple years (not 

oftener).  Procedure: “Ask” – “Contact Father X if 
you are thinking about or want to learn more about 
Jesus Caritas”  Then arrange a mutually agreeable 
time to meet with a veteran member

• Priests need ongoing spiritual group experiences – 
emphasize “need” and provide Jesus Caritas as one 
way to meet that.

• Contact Seminary rectors – 
• Create attractive promotional materials –
• Capitalize on canonization of Charles de Foucauld

West –
• Develop  and better organize diocesan responsibles
• Actively Recruit
• Reach out personally to younger priests

I once heard a person tell me “Reeds become spears”, referring to the great disappointment of the “friendly nullity” of who 
I believed was a great friend. Having lost a friendship we can distrust not only that person, but others that we are unsure of. 
“Our heart must be cleansed, put in order and purified. Of what? Of the falsehoods that stain it, from hypocritical duplicity. All 
of us have these. They are diseases that harm the heart, soil our lives and make them insincere. We need to be cleansed of 
the deceptive securities that would barter our faith in God with passing things, with temporary advantages.” Pope Francis at 
Mass in Erbil, Iraq, 7 March 2021.

We hear frequently “I’m never going to forgive him that”, “don’t trust anyone”, “think wrong and you’ll get it right”… With 
the gospel in hand, knowing that it is a permanent call to fidelity, because Jesus, the Master, the Lord, forgave, trusted and 

did not have a negative feeling towards anyone, we can-
not accept distrust and suspicion as a norm of life, but it is 
understandable because we are human beings, and not 
robots programmed to act in a certain way.

Many people pass through our lives, some stay, oth-
ers simply pass by. Depending on where we may be and 
live, we see diverse human realities each day, and some 
of them require our attention for our work or coexistence in 
a common place or neighborhood, and other realities are 
outside our nearest day to day routine.

The areas of conflict or good understanding are vari-
able according to our psychology, culture, age… There 
is a world in each of us different from that of others and, 
therefore, different ways of resolving or overcoming the 
difficulties of co-existence, family or community love, spirit 
of working together or the relationship of friendship.

If our life comes into conflict with one or more people, 
the workshop of our heart must produce a great deal of 
respect and responsibility, to place ourselves where we 
should be, with whatever dialogue is possible, under-
standing the reasons of others’ actions, without judging 
them. It is better to repair than to throw away. And if we 
close doors, we may ourselves be locked in, with the key 
on the outside. 

Because:
 When we believe that a friendship is never going to 
    break, and it is broken.
 When we stand above anyone.
 When we think we are better than others.
 When in life we are weighed down more by failures 
    than triumphs.
 When we consider ourselves our own enemy.
 When it hurts us that there are people who do not get 
    involved as we do.
 When we’re not mature enough to concede defeat,

Then: Let us use the tool of humility, let us look at Jesus 
forsaken, wounded. Pope Francis said at the Chaldean 

continued on page 7
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My Enemy’s Brother continued from page 6

rite Mass at St. Joseph’s Cathedral in Baghdad on March 
6, 2021: “If I live as Jesus asks, what do I gain? Don’t 
I risk letting others lord it over me? Is Jesus’ invitation 
worthwhile, or a lost cause? That invitation is not 
worthless, but wise.“ And wisdom is the twin sister of 
humility. 

If we find ourselves with situations in which, even 
having forgiven and forgotten, the workshop of our 
heart fails to make changes in our personal life or that 
of those who have moved away from our affection, from 
our fraternity, from our friendship and trust, from our 
welcome, we will feel defeat again… We cannot change 
others. Accepting the situation requires a degree of 
maturity that will leave us at peace with ourselves.

When we regarded ourselves as “prodigal sons” of our 
brothers, and return to where we should never have said 
goodbye, when the other person was waiting for us, the 
workshop of the heart is free of old and useless junk, clean 
of the cobwebs of prejudices, letting things take their course, 
without victors or vanquished.

That I may be a brother to my enemy, with the inner joy 
not of having a quiet conscience for having done things as 
well as possible, but that which gives peace to the heart, that 
which charity and love repair, and then the joy that denotes 
the balance in our feelings will spring forth. A challenge, the 
challenge of Jesus who calls us to forgive seventy times sev-
en and to be forgiven as many again.
— Aurelio SANZ BAEZA

WHAT YOUR BROTHERS ARE READING
Charles J. Chaput, THINGS WORTH DYING FOR  |  Henry Holt, New York 2021

My fantasy after reading the very erudite insights of one 
of our country’s most controversial bishops would be to take 
the time machine back to Ephesus to the first century and 
sit down with members of the two distinct Christian com-
munities in that ancient town.  Sipping our coffee together 
I would ask how you in the Johannine community are get-
ting along with the new converts in the conventional Chris-
tian community to which the sacred author addresses his 
Epistle known to us as Êphesians.  I would ask these two 
groups to help me square away the splitting of American 
Catholics twenty centuries later and how we can sidestep 
such confusion and animus.

I didn’t like the title of the book; Jesus did not die for 
“things” but for people. I found reading Archbishop Chaput’s 
analysis reflects pessimism, fear, self-protectivenes, and de-
fensiveness as did to some degree the Johannine Christian 
community.  The world is not good and we have to separate 
ourselves from it.  I tend like most US Catholics to be drawn 
to a community of believers that is determined and goal ori-
ented, confident and optimistic because of trust in the Holy 
Spirit. There must have been some tension between these 
two Christian house-churches because Paul wrote, “bear 
with one another lovingly; preserve the unity which has the 
Spirit as its origin.” Eph 4:2-3  But how did they manage their 
difficulties?  That is what I am anxious to discover because 
we are being fragmented and factionalized.

A prophet (if we were to try to fit that term on the now-
retired Archbishop) needs a crisis and a religious experience 
to intersect.  Certainly his age and retirement is the crisis for 
the author, and his carefully woven tapestry of education and 

experiences prove his loyalty to the Christ. But the dissonance 
with the papal effort to call us back to being an evangelical 
community brings grating discomfort and disharmony.  Is 
studying the two divergent communities of Ephesus the way 
to understand the Archbishop too?
— RHB

Worth Reading:
 “Seminarian immersion program yields a harvest of 

pastoral experience”
Sept 17-30, 2021 in National Catholic Reporter by John 

Gehring.  

Bishop Tyson in National Catholic Reporter appeared in the edition of the 
paper on page 6.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
The date of the canonization of Blessed Charles deFoucauld 

has not yet been announced.  Prospective travellers may 
contact Fr. Lenny Tighe at <blchdefoucauld@gmail.com> to 

offer a preliminary show of interest.

December 1, 2021 
Anniversary of the assassination of Blessed Charles at 
Tamanrasset. Memorial (optional for us) as "Blessed" 
and "Saint" (when formalities are concluded). Diocesan 
Responsibles will be asked to conduct a commemorative 
event in their own dioceses. 

February  7-10, 2022
National Council will meet on Tybee Island, GA
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