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As I write this, Laetare Sunday is 
approaching.  As I look at the readings for 
the B cycle, it struck me that for the last 
year we have, in a very real sense, been 
living them. Starting with the Responsorial 
Psalm: “By the steams of Babylon we sat 
and wept.” With all the illness and death 
of this pandemic, we have sat and wept; 
many of us have been very creative in 
carrying out our call under very trying 
circumstances.  The January surge was 
and continues to be very difficult here in 
Southern California as parishes struggle to 
bury the dead (A friend of mine, who is in 
a large parish that usually averages 100 
funerals a year,  has had more than that 
number since January 1).

However, God did not just send a 
Cyrus this time, as He did in the first 
reading. There are hundreds of thousands 
of Cyruses out there: in hospitals, in 
laboratories researching and producing 
vaccines, in retail, in law enforcement, 
picking up our trash (can’t forget them; that 
was my summer job through college); the 
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F R O M  T H E 
Interim National Responsible

list is endless. Thankfully we are hearing 
about these folks in the various media 
outlets. They are God’s messengers of 
hope for all of us.

But most importantly, both the second 
reading and the Gospel point to the most 
important gift of all: Jesus Christ. Every 
time we are celebrating Eucharist , or 
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From the Interim National Responsible continued from front cover

adoring Eucharist, we are reminded of this gift and hope 
is renewed.

All of this leads me to another source of hope and 
blessing: the Fraternity and fraternity we are part of. As 
with many of you, my fraternity has been meeting via Zoom 
for the last year. It’s just not the same as sitting down in a 
room with them and having the conversations and prayers 
together in person.  We have all to some degree had to cut 
back on our social interactions this last year. 

Much of this edition of Becoming Brothers is dedicated 
to our upcoming assembly in Detroit. This will give us 
a chance to reconnect with our brothers in Fraternity, 
and be reminded of our commitment to Fraternity and 
the charisms of Blessed (Saint) Charles. For me, it is 
always good to get together at these gatherings to be 

around priests the uplift my spirit and renew my calling 
to priesthood.  So I hope you will be able to join us as 
we gather in person (love those words!) this summer in 
Detroit.  I have spoken with the St. Paul’s retreat center 
and they are open for group gatherings. The number is 
limited, so please register soon.

If by chance there is a setback and the retreat center 
has to close back up, we will assemble virtually on the 
same dates with a modified schedule. But as of now it’s full 
steam ahead to Detroit!

From the desert, your brother,

Joe Greeley

The morning that I am writing this I read in the Divine 
Office (Thursday of week 3 of Lent) Tertullian’s clever 
description of birds in flight praying because their outspread 
wings form a cross. His fanciful poetry convinced me of the 
limited value of logic in talking about prayer.

Maybe Fr. James Martin’s article in AMERICA 
(“Paying Attention in Prayer” (LEARNING TO PRAY, 
Feb. 2021, p.46-50) should be read with the same 
understanding that prayer language has its own genre. 
Fr. Martin is answering the question What comes from 
God and what comes from me?

 A. Is the Evil Spirit involved?
 B. Does it make sense?
 C. Does it lead to an increase of love and charity?
 D. Does it fit with what I know about God?
 E. Is it a distraction? 
 F. Is it wish fulfillment?
 G. Is it important?

My Catholic sensibilities prompts me to accept Fr. 
Martin’s list, but I just can’t figure out why he begins by 
talking about the devil.  Why does this become the most 
prominent issue in dealing with prayer? If fear of the devil 
begins my prayer doesn’t this reduce God to a competitor? 
I am afraid this approach plays right into my neuroses 
and would haunt my subsequent prayer efforts.  I prefer 
Nouwen’s assertion that our biggest prayer problem is not 
a sufficient appreciation of God’s abundant love.  I can get 
some mileage out of that!

Fr. ron’s PRAYER PROBLEMS
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Calendar of Events
SPRING 2021

ABBREVIATED ASSEMBLY SCHEDULE

Monday – July 19, 2021  Arrival of Participants/ Possible Sightseeing
6:00 p.m. Dinner
7:00 p.m. Social and Introduction of Participants

Tuesday – July 20, 2021
9:00 a.m.    Presentation #1 by Fr. Pat Halfpenny 
3:30 p.m.    Presentation #2 by Fr. Pat Halfpenny 
7:30 p.m.    Joe Greeley and Hap Ragan on National Responsible 
8:30 p.m.     Social 

Wednesday – July 21, 2021
9:00 a.m.   Presentation #3: Bishop Don Hanchon
11:00 a.m.   Regional Gatherings / Exploring Ways to Grow the Fraternity
1:00 p.m.    Pilgrimage to Shrine of Fr. Solanus Casey, OFM Cap. 
    Mass with Bishop Don Hanchon at Shrine

Thursday – July 22, 2021  Desert Day
7:30 p.m.   Discernment of New National Responsible

Friday –  July 23, 2017
7:00 a.m.   Mass with Morning Prayer
9:30 a.m.   Open Floor Discussion 
10:15 a.m.   Sharing by the New Responsible
12:00 p.m.   Lunch / Departure

June 21-25, 2021 — Week of Nazareth,
7303 N 112th St, Waverly, NE 68462 | Call (402) 786-2705 for registration

July 19-23, 2021 — National Assembly
St Paul Retreat House, Detroit Michigan | 23333 Schoolcraft, Detroit, MI 48223 
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Jesus Caritas Necrology 
FOR USCCB REGION XIIp.4  left  hand of page


JESUS CARITAS NECROLOGY FOR USCCB REGION XII 
First	Name Last	name Diocese Date	of	Death

Joe Kelbel Baker Sep 13, 2006
Kenneth J. Arnzen Boise ID Apr 10, 2001
William C. Crowley Boise ID Apr 6, 2015

Msgr. John F. Donoghue Boise ID Jan. 5 2009
Ramon V Echevarria Boise ID Aug 10, 1997

Msgr. Dennis Falk Boise ID Jan. 10, 2001
Charles G. Folz Boise ID Mar 27, 2006

Msgr. George L. King Boise ID Nov. 25 2010
John Koelsch Boise ID May 3, 2020

Keith Michael Kuiper Boise ID Oct. 8 1990
William A Wassmuth Boise ID Aug 27, 2002
Henry M. Wolozen Boise ID June  7 1995

Bp.Sylvester W. Treinen Boise ID Sept. 30 1996
Jim Crunican Portland OR Nov 4, 2007

Philip Mike Hemming Portland OR Jul 16, 2011
Gary Jacobson Portland OR Feb 11, 2020

James Kazunaas Portland OR Sept 10 1978
Martin Senko Portland OR Dec 16, 2004
Slider Steuernol Portland OR Jun 10, 2010

George Wolf Portland OR Feb 6, 2014
Gus Banasky Seattle Apr 15, 1985

Victor A. Cloquet Seattle May 9, 2016
J. Paul Dalton Seattle Feb 29, 2008

Peter J. Duggan Seattle Dec. 2, 2010
Joe Erny Seattle Oct 16, 1990
Jon Frankovic Seattle Jul 19, 1992

Joseph A. Kramis Seattle Nov 14, 2019
James Mallahan Seattle Jul 29, 2011

Joseph O'Shea Seattle Jan 28, 2011
Richard Parle Seattle Sept. 2, 2016
John J. Renggli Seattle Nov 17, 2019
Michael Schmitt Seattle Nov 10, 1987

Phil Wallace Seattle Aug 25, 2011
David E. White Seattle Aug 8, 2004

Abp. Raymond Hunthausen Seattle Jul 22, 2018
Desmond Dillon Yakima May 9, 2014

Donal Kennedy Yakima Sep 11, 2002
John Pearson Yakima Sep 22, 1997

José de Jesús Ramirez Yakima Dec. 9, 2020
Bp. Nicolas Walsh Yakima Apr 12, 1997

Hal Free Yakima SJ May 23, 1999
Tom Royce Yakima SJ Dec 6, 2013

Requiescant 
In Pace

Who were those outstanding priests 
who impressed us so with their cheef-
ful acceptance of difficult apointments? 
Those who would kneel on the floor in ori-
ental style in prayer totally engrossed in 
prayer?  Those whose tolerance and ac-
ceptance made them so easy to review 
life with?  Those whose kindness prompt-
ed them to chide us ever so gently about 
our slacking off in our prayer life?

We have met so many of them in our 
sojourn in the Jesus Caritas movement 
and they should not be forgotten.  The 
Necrology Project is a simple effort to 
identify them and their death dates so 
that our membership will prayerfully re-
member them.

I would invite you to forward the basic 
information of any deceased member of 
Jesus Caritas throughout the country with 
name, diocese and USCCB region if you 
happen to know it, and the death date to 
me. Sending an email would ensure I get 
the spelling and data correct. 
<ronbelisle@hctc.com>

Displayed on this page are the pre-
liminary results of this information for 
Region XII for your preview and correc-
tion as needed.  For our next edition of 
BECOMING BROTHERS we will feature 
the necrology of Region XIII compiled by 
Fr. Bob Amundsen 
<frbobamundsen@msn.com>.

mailto:ronbelisle@hctc.com
mailto:frbobamundsen@msn.com
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SPRING 2021

WHAT OUR BROTHERS ARE READING
Dorothy C. Buck DIALOGUES WITH SAINTS AND MYSTICS: THE 

SPIRIT OF LOUIS MASSIGNON (Khaniqahi Publications, London 2002)

Louis Massignon was 23 years 
old when he made his first contact 
with Charles deFoucauld. He was 
a scholar and a linguist specializing 
in Arabic, and he had forwarded his 
research project to Tamanrasset, 
the oasis where Brother Charles 
domiciled.  He had studied in Cai-
ro where he entered into a homo-
sexual relationship with a Spanish 
emigré. He was captured as a for-
eigner in Baghdad and nearly killed 
but saved by a sympathetic Moslem 
family. Their religious devotion was 
the catalyst to his conversion to the 
faith of his childhood, a parallel to 
Brother Charles’ recovery of faith.

Under the employ of the French 
government, Louis Massignon was 
sent to reconnoiter the wilderness 
areas of Mesopotamia (Iraq) for 
archaelogical sites. After organizing an expedition he 
set out but unfortunately his hired guide ran off with his 
money.  In this foreign environment he was unable to 
recover his funds and a German team on a similiar mission 
retaliated by asserting that he was a spy. Consequently 
he was shipped on a steamer to Baghdad. Onboard he 
underwent a religious conversion. It was hard to sort 
out what may have been a nervous breakdown (the 

captain claimed he was crazy), 
what was due to the malaria he 
had contracted, but he attributed 
this experience to the intercession 
of Al Hallaj, a 10th century Moslem 
martyr, and the prayers of Charles 
deFoucauld with whom he had been 
in correspondence.

Upon his return to France he 
met Brother Charles in person for 
the first time, and spent the night 
in prayer before the blessed Sacra-
ment in Sacre Couer. Charles was 
so impressed by him that in his fail-
ure to form a relgious order to serve 
the people of the Sahara he set his 
eye on Louis.  But Louis put off a de-
cision in order to complete his doc-
toral thesis, and eventually married 
his cousin.

But Louis was instrumental 
in forming a lay prayer organization which eventually 
morphed into the group that René Voilllaume guided 
into Jesus Caritas and to its priest component that we 
are now part of.  A complicated but enlightening his-
tory.  Our spirituality flows from Charles through Louis 
to René Voillaume so this volume is well worth reading 
to learn the contortions of our early foundation.   

— RHB

There is probably no greater expert on the life and 
message of the soon to be “saint” Charles deFoucauld 
than Little Brother Antoine Chatelard. His book, trans-
lated into English by an American Little Sister of Jesus is 
both very readable as the biographical history of Charles 
de Foucauld, but also touches the profound spirituality 
that evolves in Foucauld’s life. This is an excellent re-

source for those already informed about the amazing 
Charles deFoucauld but is the perfect text to begin to 
taste the desert, conversion, and a contemplative life 
lived in ministry by priests and all the baptized.

The book was published in French, but after its trans-
lation no publisher in the USA would touch it, as Fou-
cauld  is still relatively unknown in the English speak-

Antoine Chatelard CHARLES DEFOUCAULD: 
JOURNEY TO TAMANRASSET (Claretian, Bangalore)

continued on page 6



6

ing world. Publishers projected it would be 
a useless financial investment. Eventually the 
Little Brothers of Jesus agreed to publish the 
book in India at their own expense. It quickly 
went out of print. If I could afford to publish any 
book on Charles de Fouculd this JOURNEY 
TO TAMANRASSET would be my choice. I 
have studied and researched Charles deFou-
cauld for 50 years and this is the book I wish I 
could have written.

As Jesus Caritas priests, we have a 
strange relationship with the person and mes-
sage of Charles de Foucauld. We might look 
at him as the starting point, or ground zero, of the Jesus Cari-
tas movement in the international Church. But we have yet to 
be confronted and informed by his spirituality - a contempla-
tive radical Gospel centered in love with Jesus of Nazareth. 
Like all of us, we can see in Charles deFoucauld someone 
whose life with Jesus, not just about Jesus, evolves. Begin-
ning his religious life as a solitary monastic life blossoms 
into a unique ministry among Islam and the marginalized. 
Antoine Chatelard uncovers the many layers of this amazing 
model for priests in an increasingly complex Church.

Pope Francis mentions Charles de Fou-
cauld very often both in his writings and con-
ferences. But why? 

After the book went out of print I have 
tried to share it as widely as possible on 
social media. It is free and all 161 pages 
can be downloaded for those of us who 
need to read a printed page. We can 
also hope and pray that it could be re-
published as the canonization of Charles 
de Foucauld draws close in 2021. It will 
bring international publicity on Foucauld 
which I hope will enlighten all of us to a 

Christ-filled ministry. The hidden treasure of the spiri-
tuality of Charles de Foucauld is quickly becoming rec-
ognized as a spirituality unto itself along with the other 
great spiritual charisms.   

— Fr. Leonard Tighe
(Before this review could be published, we learned of 

Fr. Chatelard’s death. He was a pioneer among the Little 
Brothers. You may order a copy of Fr. Chatelard’s book 
from <blchdefoucauld@gmail.com>  as well as  prayer 
cards and other literature.)

Antoine Chatelard CHARLES DEFOUCAULD:
 JOURNEY TO TAMANRASSET (Claretian, Bangalore)

Author, intellectual, philosopher and former Chief 
Rabbi of the UK, Lord Jonathan Sacks gives a plea for 
restoring common good as a compass for society. In de-
picting the divided world in which we live, he attributes the 
problems that plague us to “the loss of the idea of society 
as a moral community.” In his view, the “We” in society 
has been tragically replaced by a “multitude of I’s”.

He perceives that this has been spurred on by the 
growth of individualism, populism, social media and, signifi-
cantly, by the absence of a “covenant” between people to 
work for the benefit of others.  This thought is foundational 
to a Judeo-Christian worldview and a sense of the impor-
tance of ‘the common good’. Just as I started reading this 
book, the sad word came from England that after a short 

bout with cancer, Rabbi Sacks died in early November.  His 
wisdom will be missed on the world stage.  

Rabbi Sacks calls it “unsocial media” and believes 
that “it is unhealthy to spend several hours a day in front 
of the screen.  Not only does it damage physical and 
mental health; it is addictive and can cause depres-
sion… it leaves us morally underdeveloped, addicted to 
a search for popularity that has little to do with character, 
virtue, or anything else.”  For too many people it leads to 
conspiracy theories, fear, and dark thoughts. So spend 
less time on the unsocial media of the ‘dark web’ and 
more time with some good books that will point towards 
the light of God’s love.  

— Fr. Jerry “Hap” Ragan

WHAT OUR BROTHERS ARE READING    continued from page 5

Jonathan Sacks, MORALITY: RESTORING
THE COMMON GOOD IN DIVIDED TIMES

mailto:blchdefoucauld@gmail.com
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JESUS CARITAS FRATERNITY OF PRIESTS

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY
July 19-23,  2021  ●  St. Paul of the Cross Retreat Center, Detroit MI

FEATURING:

 • Presentations by Fr. Pat Halfpenny
 • Pilgrimage to the shrine of Fr. Solanus Casey, 
 • Exhortation by Bishop Liaison Don Hanchon
 • Nominations for New National Responsible
 • Election of National Responsible
 • Friday Business Meeting and Dismissal
 • Floor Discussion for the Good of the Fraternity

REGISTRATION: 
$400 for 5 days refundable by June 30 if the in-
person assembly must be cancelled. An abbre-
viated virtual assembly with selection of new 
leadership team would then be conducted. 

For information email joegreeley47@gmail.com or 
telephone (424) 744-1035. Mail requests to:

Msgr. Joseph F. Greeley
PO Box 2008
Lucerne Valley, CA  92356

p. 7   calendar, notices

 Jesus Caritas Fraternity of Priests 
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

July 19-23,  2021 

St. Paul of the Cross Retreat Center, Detroit MI


REGISTRATION  
Jesus Caritas National • July 19-23,  2021  

St Paul of the Cross Retreat Center  23333 Schoolcraft, Detroit, MI 4822

 

Diocese _______________________________

Ordination Year ___________

Ministry 


Parish

School Work 

Chancery

Retired

Special assignment 


Special dietary needs ________________

Language needs


 Spanish

 Hearing Assisted


 

SEND REGISTRATION & PAYMENT TO: 
Jesus Caritas Fraternity of Priests 

PO Box 2638 
Augusta GA 30914

Registration  
$400 for 5 days

Totally refundable by June 30 if the 
assembly must be cancelled.

For additional information: 


Msgr. Joseph F. Greeley

PO Box 2008


Lucerne Valley, CA  92356

Email or telephone (424) 744-1035 


<joegreeley47@gmail.com>

Featuring 
• Presentations by Fr. Pat Halfpenny

• Pilgrimage to the shrine of Fr. Solanus Casey, 

• Exhortation by Bishop-Liaison Don Hanchon

• Nomination & election of National Responsible

• Friday Business Meeting and Dismisal

• New Responsible speaks


Name ________________________________ 

Address______________________________  

City State Zip _________________________  

Office Phone ____________ Cell _________ 

Email ________________________________ 

FEES 
For 4-night stay & all meals, materials, and incidentals. 
$400.  Monday supper to Friday lunch

Will attend but will arrange my own housing. _____

Because this is the first Assembly I have attended, or 
because I am from USCCB Region VIII or Region X , I am 
entitled to a $200 subsidy.

ARRIVAL 
 By which airline ____________________

Flight #_______  Arrival time __________

By car

Early arrival or late stay?  ____________ 


REGISTRATION FORM

Jesus Caritas National Assembly ● July 19-23,  2021 
St Paul Retreat House, Detroit MI | 23333 Schoolcraft, Detroit, MI 48223

mailto:joegreeley47@gmail.com
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Interim National Responsible
Msgr. Joseph F. Greeley
30441 Bourbon Rd.
P.O. Box 2008
Lucerne Valley, CA 92356-2008
(424) 744-1035
joegreeley47@gmail.com

International Responsible
Rev. Eric Lozada
ericlozada@yahoo.com

Bishop Liaison
Most Rev. Donald F. Hanchon
4311 Central St.
Detroit, Ml 48210
(313) 596-7444

National Administrator
Mrs. Shannon Axon
Jesus Caritas Fraternity
P.O. Box 2638
Augusta, GA 30914

International Liaison
Rev. Alex Trejo
P.O. Box 1185
Mattawa, WA 99349
(509) 932-9151
alextrejo00@yahoo.com

Region XIII
Msgr. Bob L. Amundsen
Prophet Elijah House
1300 S. Steele St.
Denver, CO 80210
(720) 891-5968
frbobamundsen@msn.com

Region XII
Rev. Ronald H. Belisle
1200 E. Phillips Lake Loop Road
Shelton, WA 98584
(360) 427-4300
ronbelisle@hctc.com
(Also interim Becoming Brothers Editor)

Regions I, II, III, IV,& VI
Rev. John B. Jacquel
2701 East Avenue
Erie, PA 16504
(814) 456-4254
pastor@sjberie.org
(Also Recording Secretary)

Regions VIII, IX. X
Rev. Gregory Pawloski
P.O. Box O
Indianola, NE 69034
(308) 364-2428
gppawloski@yahoo.com
(also Nat’l Responsible Emeritus)

Regions IV, V, XIV
Rev. Jerry “Hap” Ragan
802 Lovell Ave.
Tybee Island, GA 31328
(706) 267-1073
hapragan@hotmail.com
(Also Treasurer)

Responsibles Emeritus
Rev. Mark G. Mertes
(903) 406-6876
mmertes@archkck.org
Rev. Thomas L. McCormick
(303) 625-3345
frfulano@gmail.com
Rev. Richard Reiser
(402) 340-0645
rreiser@sjvomaha.org

NATIONAL FRATERNITY
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