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1.The Review of Life 


A central practice in the life of fraternities.  It helps 
us truly to live in the full light of faith.


PURPOSE OF THE REVIEW OF LIFE 
24.  The review of life is a central practice in the 
life of fraternity. It fosters a disciplined and 
deliberate discernment upon the call of God 
addressed to each of us individually and. when 
reflected upon in fraternity, it leads to an 
appreciation of the group's ecclesial vocation.

	 

FOUNDATION OF THE REVIEW OF LIFE 
27.  The Review of Life rests on two 
fundamental facts: (1) God acts through the 
events, or at least more forcefully through 
certain events, of our lives to become present to 
us. to manifest his love and to bring us to renew 
and deepen our union with him; (2) and the 
HolySpirit is truly among us, especially as we 
seek Jesus together as brothers. It is the Holy 
Spirit who in some way is heard through the 
fraternity members and through their reflections 
on the "event" presented.


29.  When we regard the importance of all the 
happenings of our lives, we can appreciate 
Brother Charles' love for Jesus of Nazareth. For 
Charles. Nazareth is where we meet Jesus in 
the “ordinari-ness" and "hiddenness" of all that 
makes up our days.


BASED ON AN EVENT 
30. Our Christian faith has revealed to us the 
central "event" of Salvation: the Paschal 

Mystery. Our whole life, therefore, is lived within 
this dying and rising of the Risen Lord in our 
lives. By our baptism we know that we are 
immersed in this saving reality. Our vocation is 
to come to live out the mystery, meaning and 
move-ment of Jesus in our lives, each event of 
our lives can lead us to put on the mind and 
heart of Jesus, our brother, to make his attitude 
ours.


PREPARATION 
34.  One must prepare well in prayer and with 
scripture. He should prepare first of all on the 
desert day and immediately by the "hour" of 
adoration which precedes the review of life. To 
think up "facts" and blurt them out in fraternity 
meeting without prayerful preparation in the 
light of Christ' Word will not lead to a very 
fruitful realization of the possibilities of renewal 
offered by the review of life. For where "two or 
three are gathered together" in the name of the 
Lord, looking in faith at events of salvation.


IN PRACTICE 
35. How is the "event" communicated in the 
group? it is usually expected that each person, 
in no special order, submit briefly and 
succinctly to his brothers in fraternity the 
concrete event which has been previously 
prepared on the desert day or during some 
other prayer time. Another way of putting it 
might be 	 that each brother presents to his 
brothers the concrete situation within which he 
has sensed God's presence and wherein he 
has been searching for God's will. The group 
respects each person's faith sharing, offering 
support and being willing to explore and to 
challenge as invited to do so by the brother 
sharing. It is important that the brother 
presenting express to the group what he needs 
most from the group at that time. The group 
respects each person's faith sharing, offering 
support and being willing to explore and to 
challenge as invited to do so by the brother 
sharing. It is important that the brother 
presenting express to the group what he needs 
most from the group at that time.. While each 
brother might not need his faith reflection 
explored, each one need to be acknowledged 
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for what he has shared. Experience has shown 
the fifteen to thirty minutes for each brother 
usually is sufficient.


36.  If we are committed to be present to, 
reverence and be open with one another in the 
review, honesty usually grows the longer the 
fraternity is together. Then we learn to listen 
better, and gradually grow in intimacy and 
honesty to the point where we are drawn to take 
more personal responsibility before God for each 
other. Some brothers have expressed the 
experience as coming to reverence and adore 
Jesus present in the brothers as He is present in 
the Eucharist.


OBSTACLES 
37. Of course, we might feel anxious at first. We 
can fear being accepted for who we are, being 
thought of differently. We may think we have 
nothing to offer our brothers. In times of sharing 
we might also fear offending our brothers, 
coming on too strong, asking our brother to do 
something that we ourselves are not doing, or 
pointing out our brother's excuses or self-
deception. We fear all these things might 
separate us from each other. All these can 
gradually be overcome. We must be very 
respectful of what or how much a brother 
chooses to share in any review. With this regard 
and reverence for one another, we assist one 
another to approach the Lord with our lives.


39.  By joining a fraternity, we are saying we need 
one another and are willing to risk expressing 
that heed. We do not want to present ourselves 
as being only self-contained, self-assured, or 
self-confident, thus keeping our brothers from 
either trusting us or helping us. Our faith in the 
presence of Christ and his Spirit in our midst 
helps us to share with our brothers our own 
feelings and insights, however   they may seem. 
We might find it difficult to take responsibility for 
others, so we must assure each other that we 
want each other to do so and together seek ways 
in which this can be done most helpfully. 
Humility, simplicity, openness, and a real concern 
for our brothers are all indispensable qualities for 
growing in sharing the review.


GOAL 
40.  The goal of the review, therefore, is not to 
solve our brother's problem directly or to make 
an infallible statement that "thus and so is clearly 
the will of Christ for you." Rather we place our 

Jesus Calls
He expects us to be wise. Or what king marching into 
battle would not first sit down and decide whether with 
ten thousand troops he can successfully oppose 
another king advancing upon him with twenty 
thousand troops? Luke 14:31

Fr. Voillaume Responds
Brother Charles did not treat a review of life in his 
writings.Rene Voillaume in establishing the priest's 
fraternity used the influence of the lay apostolate 
movements with the use of social analysis (Observe, 
Judge, Act).
Review of Life was developed especially in USA in the 
“American Experience” by Dan Danielson as a support 
group fitting the psychological & therapeutic models of 
that time. Today in our suffering church, fraternity 
helps us in openness and transparency so key to 
renewing our church/

I Respond
With the aid of my brothers I move towards uncovering 
God's will in my life by the means of a review of life.

brother in the presence of Christ and under His 
Word. In this faith climate we open ourselves to 
the reality of his situation and help him to deepen 
his understanding and strengthen his spirit to 
respond faithfully to the invitation of Christ 
himself. While this presumes honesty and 
frankness, it presumes mutual respect and love 
even more.


THE ONE REVIEWING HIS LIFE IS IN CHARGE 
41.  The review of life might involve, if a brother 
expresses such a need, going into the 
background of a situation, questioning him on 
specific matters, giving practical advice or 
opinions, restoring the reality of a badly distorted 
view of a problem, etc.. The aim of such 
exploration, if requested, would be simply trying 
together to see Christ and His Will in all the 
"facts." The fraternity does not make decisions 
for a member, though it may encourage him 
strongly in one direction or another. A decision is 
always up to the individual brother. When asked 
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