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This is what Erie general-
ly looks like in February. I’m 
in the parking lot of one of 
my churches with accumu-
lated plowings behind me. 
This is before the loaders 
come to stack it higher (so 
we have room for cars in the 
lot, also). It can seem, with 
the myriad of things to do, that it all piles 
up – doesn’t it? 

Of course, that is reason enough to 
visit my brother priests in Georgia (or 
somewhere south of Virginia). We’re 
having a National Council pow-wow in 
Tybee Island, home to Hap Ragan, for-
mer National Responsible. This time it is 
not during hurricane season. 

One thing to which we shall turn our 
attention is the Week of Nazareth. After 
several failed attempts to host the Month 
of Nazareth (see both the Directory and 
American Experience), it was felt that 
some kind of formation was needed in 
the elements and charisms of Jesus Car-
itas and our inspiration, Blessed Charles 

de Foucauld was – not only 
for “newbies” but also a re-
fresher for us “veterans.” 
Ron Belisle, from Seattle, 
WA, took time to boil down (it 
is almost maple syrup sea-
son) the parts of the Month 
into a Week. The National 
Council experienced that tri-

al run in February 2020 and it has been 
offered in both Washington and Nebras-
ka, tweaking and refining so that it will 
be of the highest quality. Mark Mertes, 
former National Responsible, has one 
scheduled for this summer (June 20-24) 
in Kansas City AND next summer (June 
17-21, 2023) at St. Meinrad, IN. Perhaps 
you would help us make this opportunity 
available as a priest retreat in your cor-
ner of the country. Give us a call, and 
we’ll make it happen.

With the COVID outbreaks, we’ve 
heard that many fraternities have sus-
pended meetings. Some have recently 
re-started, but some have not. Our own 
fraternity met 17 times via Zoom, and 
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CANONIZATION OF 
BROTHER CHARLES: 

Dear Brothers,
The long-awaited news has finally arrived: Pope Fran-

cis will canonize Brother Charles in Rome on 15th May 
2022, along with six other Blesseds. This news has filled 
all of us: laity, men and women religious, deacons, bish-
ops and priests who are inspired by Brother Charles’ 
spirituality with great joy.

The II Vatican Council says that “the Spirit dwells in 
the Church and in the hearts of the faithful as in a temple 
... with various hierarchical and charismatic gifts, directs 
and enriches the Church with all its fruits .... He makes 
her rejuvenate, constantly renews her and leads her to 
the consummate union with her Spouse.”1 

Brother Charles was a docile instrument to the action 
of the Holy Spirit and allowed himself to be guided by 
that same Spirit with passion and great interior freedom, 
always  seeking to do the will of the Father. Let’s not for-
get that he prayed the “Veni Creator” three times a day. 
Guided and driven by the  Holy Spirit, he entered the 
monastic life, and became a servant of the Poor Clares 
in Nazareth. He accepted being ordained as a diocesan 
priest and became a missionary among Muslims “who 
were abandoned deep in the African desert.”2

Without intending to, Brother Charles de Foucauld 
profoundly renewed religious and priestly life through 
his radical imitation of Jesus of Nazareth. He achieved 

this through his absolute obedience to the Father and 
his trustful abandonment into His hands; through his 
embrace of poverty as a way of life; through his com-
mitment to the most vulnerable; and through his active 
search for the peripheries where the Gospel had never 
been preached. He showed that in becoming a brother to 
all was the privileged path of evangelization.  

His influence has spread throughout the Church, par-
ticularly in Latin America and the Caribbean, giving rise 
to a “a Church poor and for the poor,” as Pope Francis 
told reporters after assuming his Petrine service. Broth-
er Charles, motivated by the God of Mercy, presented 
us with a missionary Church that goes out in search of 
people in order to offer them the pearl of the Gospel. He 
presented us with a martyrial Church that believes in the 
fruitfulness of the grain of wheat that falls to the ground, 
dies and bears much fruit. A  Church that, together with 
men and women of other religions and non-believers, 
seeks paths of fraternity and friendship to conquer vio-
lence and overcome injustices. 

The testimony of Brother Charles is more relevant to-
day than ever and can be an inspiring and illuminating 
beacon to the Universal Church to promote the profound 
reform that Pope Francis is undertaking among the Peo-
ple of God. It is not then by chance that Pope Francis cul-
minates his encyclical Fratelli Tutti, mentioning Brother 
Charles as the main inspiring figure for him.3

For us priests that belong to JESUS CARITAS, this 
canonization is not only a gift but is also a call to col-
laborate more actively in the process of renewal in the 
Church that the Holy Spirit is doing through Pope Fran-
cis. We can do this by first of all living out more and more 
fully our fidelity to the charism of Br. Charles. It is also 
a commitment to make the life of this new Saint of the 
Universal Church known to seminarians and priests, so 
that they may embrace him as an inspiring figure in their 
ministry of evangelization, in a culture that is increasingly 

A letter from the International Team to the brothers around the world. 
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alien to the values of the Gospel and indifferent to 
the sufferings of the poor and the marginalized. 

The lay men and women of our Spiritual Family 
also look for our accompaniment in order to deep-
en their knowledge of the testimony and writings of 
Brother Charles, which will allow them to actively 
immerse in the “missionary transformation of the 
Church”4 that is promoted by Pope Francis. 

Dear brothers, we are asking you that: with re-
newed energy and firm resolve, we seize every op-
portunity, and do not let the time of grace around the 
15th of May elapse unused! For some time, Charles 
de Foucauld will be in the focus of attention of both 
the religious and general public.  

• Organize lectures, 
• write articles in church newsletters and secular 

newspapers, 
• arrange encounters 

with young people, 
• talk to our bishops, 
• and be creative in 

making known and 
fruitful the gift that we have discovered in the 
path of Bro. Charles. 

First and foremost, we need to rekindle our com-
mitment to walk together in the Foucauldian spiritu-
ality,  especially through personal exchanges within 
our local fraternities. 

As the Emmanuel came disguised as a little 
boy in a manger with Mary and Joseph, may He 

1Lumen Gentium n. 4
2Pope Francis, “Fratelli Tutti” n. 287
3Idem.
4Pope Francis, “Evangelii Gaudium” chapter 1
5Pope Francis, Meeting with Delegations from Peru and Italy,  
December 10, 2021

we’ve had to return to this due to travel, surgery, and 
possible exposure. We’re hoping to actually see each 
other again in March. 

You’ll notice that there are plans in place to convene 
a Pan-American Assembly in September – this time in 
Argentina. There are active fraternities in many countries 
of North and South America and it is hoped we can open 
better lines of fraternity and share our successes and 
support each other in our challenges. 

I shall be in Rome on May 15th (barring emergencies 
or cancellations) for the Canonization of Brother Charles. 
I’ve never attended such an event before, and wasn’t 
sure I’d get there, but things seem to be falling into place 
for that, thanks be to God. Meanwhile, may the Lord pro-
tect, guide, heal, and sustain you in your ministry and 
service . . .

Fraternally,
John Jacquel

FROM THE RESPONSIBLE 
continued from front cover

A letter from the International Team to the brothers around the world. 

embrace all families in the margins “whom the pandemic 
marginalizes even further”5 with His gifts of joy, tender-
ness and renewed hope. May the God of Light continue 
to shine brightly through the systems, structures, relation-
ships of our world today deeply enmeshed in the darkness 
of untruth and indifference. With the magi, may we be the 
synodal people of God, walking together and listening to 
one another as brothers and sisters in search of the Birth 
of new beginnings. 
Eric Lozada, Honoré, Matthias, Tony, Fernando Tapia  
International team
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CONVOCATION OF THE 
III PAN AMERICAN ASSEMBLY

CORDOBA,  ARGENTINA 19th -24th September 2022

Argentina, Chile, Brazil, the Dominican 
Republic, Mexico, Haiti, the United States 
and Quebec-Acadie 
We should take into account both the Conclusions of II 
Assembly (Santo Domingo, February 2018), as well as 
the Orientations that emerged from the World Assembly 
held in Cebu, Philippines in January 2019.

In our Assembly in Santo Domingo, we made several 
proposals to respond to the ecological challenges and 
the migratory challenges and to improve the life and 
mission of our fraternities. I believe that a careful reading 
of the “Letter of Santo Domingo” can refresh our mem-
ory and place our III Assembly in continuity with Santo 
Domingo.  Also, in Cebu we set certain emphases and 
priorities that are included in the “Letter of Cebu”. I am 
attaching both documents in preparation for our next As-
sembly. (Cf. website.) 

The World Assembly in Cebu emphasized the mis-
sionary dimension of our priestly ministry, based on the 
mission experience of Brother Charles and the insistent 
invitation of Pope Francis to be a Church that goes out to 
the geographical and existential peripheries. In a meet-
ing that the American delegates had during the Cebu 
Assembly, we agreed that this should be the nucleus 
of our III Pan American Assembly and that it would be 
good to address it from the missionary experiences on 
the ground in the migration, ecological or health min-
istries, during these times of pandemic.

Pope Francis in his encyclical “Fratelli Tutti” places 
the gestation of universal brotherhood as the ultimate 
goal of the mission and points to Br. Charles as the one 
who inspires this evangelizing horizon. (FT #286 - 287).

Also, it seems important to me that we collect, an-
alyze and project the data regarding our Fraternities 
in America, which is provided by the Survey that the 
International Team sent to all the countries. With this 
background and taking into account the evaluations of 
the I and II Pan American Assemblies, which were quite 
positive, I would like to present to you the following pro-
posal for your consideration.

PROPOSAL
1.THAT THE PARTICIPANTS BE:

a. The Brothers of the International Team
b. Two brothers from the countries where there is 
only one Region: Argentina, Chile, the Dominican 
Republic, Mexico, Haiti and Quebec-Acadie, i.e.: the 
National Responsible and a base delegate.
c. Three brothers from countries that have several re-
gions: the United States and Brazil:, i.e. the National 
Responsible and two more brothers.
d. Some brothers from Argentina to provide services 
to the Assembly: secretariat, commissary, sacristy, 
etc. They will have the right to speak but not to vote 
in the work sessions.
e. (As non-voting members) to invite some priests 
who have shown interest in being part of our Frater-
nity, although we are not yet present in their country, 
namely Venezuela, Colombia, Ecuador, etc. 

2. CALENDAR
f. From Monday September 19th to Saturday 24th; 
19th being the day of arrival we have with some 
introductory activity in the afternoon or later in the 
evening. 
g. On 24th that the departure be after breakfast. In 
this way we will have 4 full days to share prayer, 
work, our friendship and time for recreation.

3. LOCATION OF THE ASSEMBLY 
The House of Spiritual Exercises 
Catalina de María
Carlos Pellegrini 238, X5105 
Villa Allende, Córdoba

4.  COST
Daily cost: US $ 20 X 5 Nights = US $100 
Incidental: transfers (from airport,); secretarial 
expenses; back up team; refreshments = US $50
Total per participant: US $150
The airfare will be financed by the fraternities of 
each country. If there are difficulties in this re-
gard, please do not hesitate to contact me.
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5. METHODOLOGY
Implement the methodology of  SEE, JUDGE, ACT 
AND CELEBRATE.

• Collect, analyze and project the information 
provided by the Survey sent by the International 
Team.

• Share missionary experiences in the areas of 
migration, ecology or health. Each country would 
present an experience in any of these areas.

• Illuminate our missionary work with a presentation 
by Fratelli Tutti.

• Make proposals to improve our missionary 
practice as diocesan priests.

• Management report of the Continental 
Responsible and election of the new continental 
Responsible.

• Visit and have a dialogue with the new Archbishop 
of Cordoba

• Make a visit to Local Communities
• A Desert Day and the Review of Life.
• Organize a Cultural night and an afternoon walk 

around the city.
• Among the Delegates of your country to this 

Assembly, is there anyone who could offer us an 

ILLUMINATION on the Mission from the Fratelli 
Tutti? Please let me know

• Among the brothers in your country, is there 
someone who could design a logo for the 
Assembly?

• could you please send me any suggestions you 
may have. Can you please get them to me during 
the month of January or February?

• Once you have the names of the delegates, 
please send me their email addresses.

• Domestic questions can be directed to our Brother 
Marco Bustos, Responsible of Fraternity of 
Argentina: marcoanbustos@gmail.com,  
(+54 9 351 360-8933)

 
May the fire of the Holy Spirit ignite our hearts in 
the missionary pursuit of Jesus, in the footsteps of 
Blessed Charles de Foucauld.

Yours Fraternally,
Fernando Tapia-Miranda
Continental Responsible
Santiago, Chile, January 3, 2022

JESUS CARITAS NECROLOGY FOR REGIONS VI & IX
Help us update our files by forwarding additional names in your 

region to <ronbelisle@hctc.com> using the format below if possible



6

Jesus Caritas Fraternity of Priests 
Week of Nazareth 

Monday-Friday, June 20-24, 2022 
Our Savior Pastoral Center 

12601 Parallel Pkwy 
Kansas City, KS 66109 

A five day retreat for diocesan priests facilitated by 
former National Responsibles: 

• Fr. Greg Pawloski • Fr. Richard Reiser • 
• Fr. Mark Mertes •

Jesus Caritas invites any priest inspired by or 
interested in the spiritual insights of

Br. Charles de Foucauld to “Come and see!” 

What’s it all about? 
The offering of a week of introduction to the Jesus 
Caritas Fraternity compresses the experience of what 
we call the Month of Nazareth into a Monday night to 
Friday afternoon schedule so that we can accommodate 
the realities of parish life in 2022.  The Week is built 
around seven practices of Jesus Caritas with particular 
emphasis on the Review of Life, which though difficult, 
many consider to be the heart of fraternity life. 

What can I expect? 
• Time for personal reflection 
• Sharing in a “fraternity” that you will join for the 

week 
• Daily Hour of Adoration 
• A Day in the Desert 
• The evening before the Day in the Desert you will 

be invited to participate in Nocturnal Adoration
• Presentations ~you will learn how our priest 

fraternity has developed from the life and witness 
of Br. Charles de Foucauld.  In small groups we 
will reflect on how the topic is manifested in our 
personal lives and priesthood.   

Name:___________________________

Address:_________________________

City:_____________________________

State:__________Zip Code:__________

Email:___________________________

Work Phone:______________________

Cell Phone:_______________________ 

Are you currently in a Jesus Caritas Group? 
Yes___ No___

If so, how many years?______________ 

Special dietary needs?______________ 

Cost: $400

Send registration and make checks payable to:

Fr. Mark Mertes
1086 N 94th St.

Kansas City, KS 66112
(913) 299-3370 ext. 104

Registration Deadline: May 20, 2022

REGISTRATION

Calendar of  Events
Feb 7-10, 2022 

National Council meets in Tybee Island, GA
May 15, 2022

Canonization of Charles de Foucauld at the Vatican
June 20-24

Week of Nazareth, Kansas City, KS
Sept 19-24, 2022

Pan American Assembly III in Córdoba, Argentina
Check out our updated website: 

www.jesuscaritasusa.org 
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P.S. We thank you for all donations to the international cash desk:
Pax-Bank; Deutschland / Germany/Allemagne

Titulaire/Beneficiary/Empfänger:
Priestergemeinschaft Jesus Caritas international

IBAN: DE84 3706 0193 0011 7680 08
BIC/SWIFT: GENODED1PAX

December 2021

SPRING 2022

SUGGESTIONS FROM JOHN JACQUEL
Have you ever picked up books by Carlo Carretto 

(1910-1988)? His spiritual reflections, many of which are 
still in print, are to be savored. 

Summoned by Love (1978) reflects upon each 
phrase of the Prayer of Abandonment. 

The God Who Comes (1974) was my own introduc-
tion, as well as I Francis (1982). 

Ron Rolheiser always has much to say and is, in my 
opinion, a worthy successor to Henri Nouwen. Wrestling 
With God (2019) was especially insightful, but his earlier 
books are certainly classics to savor. 

SUGGESTIONS FROM RON BELISLE
“Vocation in the Bible” is the theme of the Jan-Feb. 

edition of THE BIBLE TODAY and provides a good anal-
ysis of the call narratives from both Testaments following 
the six characteristics identified by Norman Habel. It is 
helpful and a great review of how God summons us and 
those who will follow us.

Austen Iverleigh gave talks to the priests of the Arch-
diocese of Seattle, and his sober and cautious presenta-
tions on the current papacy made me alert to an article 
in COMMONWEAL Jan.20, 2022 entitled “The Limits of 
Dialogue” in which he compares and contrasts sin and 
corruption. This analysis explains so much of the divi-
siveness of what we are experiencing in the USA coming 
from traditionalists who are close to schism by their op-
position to Vatican II and the Pope.  It will be a challeng-
ing read for you!

For us in Jesus Caritas Fraternity another of Iverleigh’s 
articles worth looking up is “The Pope’s Call to Fraternity” 

Oct. 4 2020. It lifts up our eyes to the Holy Father’s vision 
of what Church can and should look like as presented in 
Fratelli Tutti. Our experience should place us in the fore-
front of promoting this radical change. But do we have the 
gumption and guts to move in this direction?

Not that you will learn anything new, but I think you 
will find Edward Sri’s A Biblical Walk through the Mass 
skillfully and pleasingly put together. This popularly-ori-
ented volume leads us through all parts and even phras-
es of Holy Mass with scripture quotations and references 
that are illuminating and stitch our own celebration into 
perhaps more than thirty centuries of praise and worship 
of biblical history. I plan on keeping it on a nearby shelf 
as a teaching and preaching reference.

I retrieved a slim prayer book style (but unread) book 
off my shelves that I now greatly value, John Brook A 
School of Prayer: Introduction to the Divine Office. 
Now it sits on the table with my iPad for my daily devo-
tions but goes back to 1992.  For the Liturgy of the Hours 
it gives brief summaries and distillation of psalms and 
canticles for both Morning and Evening prayers that are 
invaluable while using our familiar Grailville translation. 
Retirement allows me to read  the Office more slowly and 
meditatively, but if had only used this wonderful aid years 
earlier I might be closer to where the Lord wanted me to 
be way back then.  I’m also leading a small group on how 
to pray the Office since I was disgusted with our dictum 
that all the folks had to do during the pandemic was to 
go home and be passively streamed in front of their com-
puter and all would be well. If I had read this book earlier, 
I would have urged them actively to use this masterpiece 
of scripture and prayer, the Liturgy of the Hours!

WHAT YOUR BROTHERS ARE READING
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410 Lear Rd.
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frbobamundsen@msn.com
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