
Dear Brothers,

 I didn’t want to go. I’d been to Rome 
twice before (1998, 2009) and wasn’t 
enthusiastic about travelling on the heels 
of the pandemic – with all the protocols 
and restrictions on top of ordinary 
international flights. Yet, I was able (two 
days before) to get these ducks in a row 
and get the approval I needed for check-
in. I’m glad I went. 

 I guess I needed the journey to remedy 
my negativity. I’ve always been so 
optimistic and patient and interested – 
but a sense of familiarity (with travel) was 
breeding contempt.

 The time spent in line at various 
checkpoints and in the bright relentless 
sun in St Peter’s Square gave way to the 
joy of concelebrating Mass with hundreds 
of other priests and another 45,000 
participants was an amazing couple of 
hours on Sunday, May 15th with Pope 
Francis. 

 I joined the Boston-organized trip with 
Lennie Tighe (organizer), Ron Belisle 
(Seattle), and former National Responsible 
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 One priest from Erie joined me – Fr. Ray Hahn – and he 
arranged for special tours of the Borghese Gallery and 
the Vatican Museum - and one of his former students, 
now a priest of the Archdiocese of Rome, joined us for 
a reunion and fascinating insight into the inner workings 
of the local church! 

 Nine other saints were canonized that day – many 
were founders of new communities that ministered to 
the poor and the infirm. There was a lot of hoopla – 
and we’re all quite sure Brother Charles would have 
strenuously objected. But, this hero of Pope Francis 
can now be more easily and often referenced in how to 
follow the Lord, as he cried the Gospel in such profound 
ways. May we do the same.

Fraternally yours, 

John Jacquel

F R O M  T H E  R E S P O N S I B L E
Continued from front cover

Jesus Caritas Vacation Days
July 10-14, 2023

St. Benedict’s Abbey in Benet Lake, 
Wisconsin

 St. Benedict’s Abbey and Retreat Center is located 
on the state line of Wisconsin and Illinois, midway 
between Chicago and Milwaukee. It is easily accessible, 
just 10 minutes west of Interstate 94. Yet it is still 
uniquely remote, surrounded by approximately 450 
acres of woodland and rolling hills on the south shore 
of serene Benet Lake in southeastern Wisconsin. St. 
Charles de Foucauld would love this place because it 
is a place to rest, pray, contemplate, and revitalize. It 
is also close enough to take day tours into Milwaukee 
(45 miles) and Chicago (60 miles). 

 So, make plans to come and spend a few days of 
vacation with brother priests from across the country 
who have a love of St. Charles. You can be as active 
on the tours as you want or as contemplative as 
you want. Go to https://www.benetlake.org and see 
more about Benet Lake and its offerings. Cost for 
staying Monday afternoon to Friday early afternoon is 
$450. Please, email Shannon Axon at jesus.caritas.
usa@gmail.com and she would be happy to get you 
registered at the monastery. If you plan to fly into 
O’Hare Chicago or Milwaukee, Shannon will need 
your arrival time so we can make arrangements to 
pick you up.
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According to the Directory, each member of the fraternity ought to experience what 
is termed a “Month of Nazareth.” It is a four-week opportunity to become more 
deeply grounded in the method and spirituality of Jesus Caritas and especially focus 
on Brother Charles de Foucauld. The National Council has had to cancel the last 
couple of “Months” (Buffalo, Tybee Island/Jacksonville) due to lack of registrations. 
Some comparable experience needed to be available, so with several veteran 
brother priests, a Week of Nazareth was crafted (thanks to the initiative of Ron 
Belisle of Seattle). 

The next scheduled Week of Nazareth will be July 17-21, 2023, at Saint Meinrad, 
IN (south of Indianapolis). More detailed information will be provided in the next 
newsletter – but it is imperative to mark your calendar now. We will only have room 
for 20. This week follows the Vacation Week at Lake Benet (see article and sign up 
in this newsletter), so you could do a “two-fer.” 

WEEK OF 
NAZARETH

ORATIONS FOR THE MEMORIAL FEAST OF  
BLESSED CHARLES DE FOUCAULD - DECEMBER 1 

Opening Prayer: 

God our Father, you called Blessed Charles to live your love in the intimacy of your 
Son, Jesus of Nazareth. Give us the grace to find in the Gospel, the foundations of a 
radiating Christian life, and to find in the Eucharist the source of a universal brother – 
and sisterhood. Through Jesus Christ... 

Prayer over the gifts: 

Almighty Lord look on the sacrifice we offer on the feast of Blessed Charles. Grant that 
we may express in our lives the mysteries of your Passion which we now celebrate. 
Through Jesus... 

Prayer after Communion: 

We have been strengthened Almighty Lord at your holy table. Grant that we may imitate 
the example of Blessed Charles, seeking to serve you faithfully, loving everyone with 
unending love. Through Jesus... 

Translation from the Thanksgiving Mass for the Beatification of Brother Charles, Abbey of Tre Fontane, 
14 November 2005 
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Continued on page five

Dear Brothers of the Fraternities of America,

A very fraternal greeting from Córdoba, where 
we have been warmly welcomed by our Argentine 
brothers, in the House of Spiritual Exercises, Santa 
Catalina de María.  We have met brothers national 
leaders and delegates from seven countries: Chile, 
Argentina, Brazil, Dominican Republic, Mexico, United 
States and Quebec-Acadie.  We were encouraged 
by the messages sent by Eric Lozada, International 
Responsible, Angel Rossi, Archbishop of Córdoba, 
by Rafael Felipe, bishop emeritus and founder of our 
fraternity in the Dominican Republic and by the visit of 
Ricardo Seirutti auxiliary bishop of Cordoba.

Following the line of our World Assembly in Cebu, 
Philippines (2019) and the Guidelines of Pope Francis, 
we have focused on the theme of the EVANGELIZING 
MISSION.

We share missionary experiences carried out by 
our brothers in the geographical and existential 
peripheries of our America: people with disabilities, 
addicts, migrants, indigenous peoples, populations 
affected by mining mega projects, excluded 
minorities. by different people and patients.  We also 
include priests in crisis. The brothers from Brazil 
shared with us a beautiful experience about it.  They 
are various forms of poverty in which we find Christ 
Crucified and Risen, returning their dignity and hope 
to those whom our society discards, marginalizes 
and makes invisible.  He has reached the peripheries 
before us missionaries and is doing His liberating 
work.

We feel signs and instruments of this Christ “who 
spent himself doing good” through closeness to 
the most vulnerable, attentive listening, dialogue, 
compassion and solitary action. Never alone. Always 
working with other priests, with religious, deacons, 
laity and laity and men and women of good will.  The 
pandemic has taught us to network because “we are 
all in the same boat” as Pope Francis says and we 
are all brothers and sisters.

THIRD PAN AMERICAN ASSEMBLY
September 19 to 24, 2022

Our presence of 
solidarity, joy, kindness 
and commitment to 
human dignity, like 
that of Br. Charles de 
Foucauld, is the first 
step in evangelization.  
It is “shouting the 
Gospel with our life,” 
as he himself told 
us.  We firmly believe 
in the evangelizing 
power of personal and 
community witness.   
His canonization last 
May confirms us in 
this way of proclaiming the Gospel and impels us 
to share our charism with other priests in different 
dioceses and countries of America where our Priestly 
Fraternity is not yet present. 

The frequency with which Pope Francis mentions Br. 
Charles in his official documents, in his speeches 
and homilies shows us that his witness is a richness 
and an inspiration for the evangelizing mission of the 
Church today, in the post-pandemic world wounded 
by hunger, violence, inequalities.  and secularism. We 
feel the historical responsibility to be more faithful to 
our charism and to cultivate it more intensely with 
the means proper to our spirituality: adoration and 
the Eucharist, the review of life, the day of desert, 
fraternal life and closeness to the poor.

Our evangelizing and solidary work among the most 
abandoned and despised wants to be a parable of a 
fraternal world, a seed of the Kingdom inaugurated 
by Jesus of Nazareth and a prophetic denunciation of 
social sin.  Our mission, animated by the Holy Spirit, 
is aimed at forging fraternity in today’s world as Pope 
Francis teaches us in Fratelli Tutti.

We thank God that in this Assembly we had experience 
of this fraternity, lived in respectful dialogue, joy and 

Letter from Córdoba
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Continued from page four

the search for new paths for our evangelizing action.  
We are aware of the strengths and weaknesses of 
our fraternities in America, especially the aging of 
many of them, but we value and want to be inspired 
by the witness of fidelity of our older brothers.  We 
thank them for the long years they have persevered 
trying to build “a poor Church and for the poor” 
as Pope Francis said at the beginning of his 
pontificate, suffering, many times, incomprehension, 
marginalization and discredit.

We want to continue strengthening our continental 
communion through the exchange of missionary 
experiences, the formation of a Pan American Team 
to animate our fraternities and the realization of the 
first Pan-American Month of Nazareth. This will take 
place in the Dominican Republic, from July 2 to 28, 
2023.

Finally, we thank Fernan-
do Tapia of Chile, his 
service as Continental 
Responsible for six years 
and offer our support and 
our prayer to our new Pan-
American Responsible 
Carlos Roberto dos 
Santos of the Fraternity 
of Brazil.

We place our Fraternity 
under the protection of Mary, Our Lady of the 
Visitation.

Members of the Third Pan American Assembly 
Córdoba, September 23, 2022

Carlos Roberto and Fernando
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Immigration / Refugees Reflection
 Having just moved due to re-assignment by the bishop from partnered parishes where I served 13 years to a new 
set of partnered parishes in a town 160 kilometers away – and going through the uprooting, disruption, chaos, and 
“surgery” of “transplanting,” I cannot begin to imagine how much horror and trauma it experienced to pick up and move 
to a completely different nation, culture, language, and climate in the hope of SAVING YOUR LIFE! Yet, there are more 
displaced people in our day than ever due to wars, insecurity, collapse of governments and economies. The toll of 
human suffering is at record levels (in this our time with better medicine and some shared wealth). My own experience 
of anxiety – panic attacks – is NOTHING compared to the level of pain experienced in the world today as men, women, 
and children (especially children) are traveling to escape death and destruction to foreign lands in hopes of finally 
bettering themselves.

 We have all read the accounts of flight from unruly nations where mass killings are commonplace or where gang 
violence rules the streets. I have recently visited Guatemala and El Salvador and spoken with people who are desperate 
to join their former neighbors who have fled the violence or to escape the cruel poverty. The pandemic, which spread 
two months after my visit, only made conditions worse. 

 I had been a pastor in Erie, PA, which was an immigrant magnet for years – Sudanese, Iraqis, Congolese, folks 
from Burundi, Nepal, and Bhutan. The Africans were largely Catholic and sought out a few of our parishes – but many 
others are Muslim, Hindu, and Buddhist – not many “Nones.” Still, we Catholics worked with our Catholic Charities and 
US Committee on Refugees and Immigrants to help people get acclimated to our affordable housing yet snowy and 
employment eroding town. Our Saint Martin Center (named for the Peruvian pharmacist) was truly a Godsend to many, 
no matter what their faith background. 

 How can we be especially mindful of our sisters and brothers who have newly arrived, wounded and broken in spirit, 
but able to experience healing and new life? We must go out of our way, as Pope Francis urges us, to the peripheries 
from where they have come, with the heart of Jesus our Shepherd. Whatsoever we do to the lowliest, most forgotten, 
most “avoidable” of all our sisters and brothers, we will find, as did St Charles de Foucauld, the presence of our Lord 
right there – be they Catholic, Christian, Muslim, or not. Jesus is testing us and he accompanies these poor ones every 
step of their sometimes miserable-feeling lives. Do we? 

 – John Jacquel

Reviewing the Basics
Being Faithful in Prayer 
Prayer is just conversation with God: listening to him; speaking with him; gazing upon him in silence. The best prayer 
is the one in which there is the most love. Adoration, wordless admiration that is the most eloquent form of prayer: 
that wordless admiration which contains the most passionate declaration of love.       — Bl. Charles de Foucauld 
This entails a Eucharistic adoration which is regular and prolonged. We try to spend a whole hour every day. It also 
entails a reflective reading of Scripture and the monthly practice of a ‘day in the desert’ which is an important means 
of recognizing the Divine Absolute in our lives.  Each one has to find the rhythm of prayer best suited to himself. With 
the fraternity he undertakes, in his review of life, to look precisely at those points where his fidelity in prayer, to God 
and to his brothers, is in question.      – Jesus Caritas Directory
We have discovered a threefold dimension to the life of prayer within Fraternity: Contemplative Prayer and 
Eucharistic Adoration, Praying with the Scripture and the Prayer of the Desert.  We believe each practice helps us 
become aware of God in the ordinary moments of our lives. 
                                                     — Jesus Caritas Fraternity of Priests: An Overview of Spirituality and Method
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Charles de Foucauld
A young French hedonist follows Jesus into the desert.
By Andreas Knapp | MAY 31, 2022 | Plough Quarterly

Declared a saint by Pope Francis in May 2022, Charles de Foucauld (1858–
1916) was the scion of a long line of wealthy French noblemen. After the 
early death of his parents, he followed in the footsteps of his forebears, 
as expected of him, and embarked on a military career. Influenced by a 
milieu that held a dim view of religious belief, he also spent lavishly, burning 
through his inheritance, and becoming notorious for his dissolute lifestyle. 
Pleasure-seeking did not satisfy him, however, and he was dogged by an 
inner emptiness. A tour of military duty and a subsequent geographical 
research expedition in the Algerian Sahara (at that time a part of France’s 
colonial empire) turned him – to the astonishment of his peers – from 
party animal to desert fox. Back in Paris, he was welcomed as a dashing 
adventurer; inwardly, he was churning. What had happened?

For one thing, he had witnessed Muslims praying in Morocco – a sight 
that deeply impressed him and now drew him to the church. Fortunately, 
the clear-sighted priest to whom de Foucauld turned recognized that the 
young man in front of him was not facing an intellectual dilemma but an 
existential decision. In the course of ongoing conversations, the priest 
invited de Foucauld to confess his sins and put his life into God’s hands.

De Foucauld was deeply moved by this experience and later spoke of it as 
a vital turning point in his life. In line with his tendency to commit himself to 
something completely or not at all, he sought entry to a Trappist monastery 
in Syria – a poor community in a famously strict order. As he explained the 
decision to Henri Duveyrier, the well-known explorer with whom he had 
traveled North Africa: “Why did I join the Trappists? Out of love – pure love. 
I love our Lord and cannot bear to live any other life than his. I cannot travel 
first-class while the one I love went through it in the last.”

A few years later, after witnessing the massacre of local Syrian Christians 
on the orders of the Turkish sultan (he and his fellow French monks were 
left unharmed), de Foucauld found himself longing for a different way to 
follow Christ. If God, in his love for humankind, had taken on the form of a 
man and chosen the downward path of poverty, shouldn’t he – in solidarity 
with that man, Jesus – stand with the poor and powerless too?

In 1897, leaving the security of the monastery, he moved to Nazareth, in 
Palestine. Here, in this unassuming village, he sought to come nearer to an 
understanding of the Incarnation – the mystery of a God who had chosen 
to live as a simple craftsman among ordinary people as they went about 
their daily lives.

Pleased to be so close to his beloved Lord, both geographically and 
inwardly, de Foucauld found work as a house servant at a convent of the 
Poor Clares. Meanwhile, he spent long hours contemplating the Gospels 
and meditating on Christ’s presence in the Eucharist. This form of devotion 

Memorial of St. Charles of Jesus 
December 1, 2022 

Celebrate with your Brothers
Our fraternities grew out of the witness of St. Charles of Jesus.  He remains a 
prophet to the fraternities.  And yet his life story still remains distant from the life 
experience of many diocesan priests.  His gift remains to be fully discovered.

We share the following biographical sketch of St. Charles de Foucauld with the 
hope that his life will inspire and challenge us to become more reflective about 
our own spirituality.  It is reprinted with permission from the Summer 2022 
edition of Plough Quarterly.

had always deeply 
moved him. To think that 
God would make himself 
so small as to offer himself up as a humble piece of bread!

Eventually, he came to the realization that he could live in the manner of the 
Man of Nazareth anywhere – and that he must do so where he could be of 
greatest service to others. Not surprisingly, in accordance with his “logic” 
of the Incarnation, he was drawn to the poorest of the poor. He longed to 
be a brother to them – to assure those whom the world despised that God 
had not forgotten them, and to share their fate.

In 1901, de Foucauld returned to the Sahara and the Tuareg, a tribe 
that lived on the margins of the world known to Europeans at that time, 
with virtually no knowledge of Western civilization or Christianity. He 
would spend the next fifteen years with them, accepting their bare-bones 
standard of living and offering hospitality and care to the poor and sick. He 
also immersed himself in their culture, learning their language and studying 
their traditions.

De Foucauld often dreamed of calling other brothers to join him in his work 
– he envisioned founding a community modeled on the one that sprang 
up around Jesus and his disciples. But this dream was not to be realized, 
at least not during his lifetime. For one thing, his clerical superiors, 
unsettled by his tendency to “absolutize” ideals such as self-denial and 
the renunciation of family ties, dissuaded him from recruiting followers. 
For another, the handful who joined him anyway soon discovered that his 
ascetic lifestyle was all but inimitable. As the old saying goes, “A saint is a 
wonderful person, as long as you don’t have to live with him.”

On December 1, 1916, against the backdrop of regional unrest generated 
by World War I, de Foucauld was kidnapped and shot by bandits. And yet 
his legacy lives on. De Foucauld’s memory was kept alive by a Catholic 
association he had helped to organize, and popularized by a bestselling 
1921 biography. Communities formed that sought to promote his 
theological insights and put them into practice. While the first of these 
groups arose in his native France, others have emerged elsewhere in the 
intervening century, among them the Little Sisters and Little Brothers, also 
known as the Communities of Charles de Foucauld. Inspired by his life, 
and what he called the “spirit of Nazareth,” they choose to live in voluntary 
poverty among the poor, and to serve the “hidden Christ” as he is found 
on the margins of society – in prisons, depressed urban areas, refugee 
centers, and other places of despair.

Translated by Chris Zimmerman from Wer alles gibt, hat die Hände frei: Mit 
Charles de Foucauld einfach leben lernen (Droemer Knaur, 2021).

Andreas Knapp
A poet, priest, and popular author in Germany, Andreas Knapp left a secure 
position as head of Freiburg Seminary to live and work among the poor as 
a member of the Little Brothers of the Gospel.
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