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March 18, 2020 
 

Dear Parents, 
 

I hope that this letter finds each of you safe and healthy!!  My prayer for you as we journey together over the next 
weeks into lots of unknowns.  Blessings and prayers!! 
 

As each of you are aware, all Masses, events in the parish are canceled.  This includes Religious Education classes on 
Wednesday nights.  Until the Muscatine School District opens the doors for classes, all Religious Education classes are 
canceled. 
 

At the time that each of your children were baptized, you, the parents promised to be the first teachers of the faith.  
God is providing you with a wonderful opportunity at this time.  I am strongly encouraging you to find time each day to 
gather as a family and together as a family grow in your faith. 
 

I am starting each of my days with Mass.  Go to: https://www.wordonfire.org/daily -mass.  Bishop Barron is 
offering this gift  to each of us.   You can watch it anytime during the day.  I  pray that each of you 
take advantage of this opportunity.  
 

I  am enclosing a l ist  of parishioners that I know would just appreciate having a card sent to them.  
This is something that I  am pla nning to do and I  invite you to join me.  
 

I would suggest that you go to: formed.org (it is a free resource) 
 

FORMED.ORG (Online Faith Formation Resource)  
*Sign Up  

*I belong to a Parish or Organization  
*Enter Parish - SS Mary & Mathias  

*Create a New Account (name and email address) 
 

Once you are in to formed.org—scroll down to the section FAITH AT HOME.  Many good Faith Formation things to listen 
to and watch.  Also, if you go to MOVIES at the top:  there are movies for kids and a title MOVIE NIGHT.  If you want to 
treat yourselves, watch Mother Teresa of Calcutta.  Under PROGRAMS, there are programs for youth.  The section on 
Sacraments is very powerful especially the section on PRESENCE:  God is with Us, The Story of the Eucharist, Bread for 
the Journey. 
 

Wouldn’t it be totally amazing after all of this coronavirus stuff is over, we would gather together and tell one another 
how we have grown in the faith during this time.  How as a family, we talked about and shared with our family members 
what really in the end matters the most:  OUR FAITH! 
 

I encourage you to pray daily:  "I wish, my Lord, to receive you with the purity, humility, and devotion 
with which your most holy Mother received you, with the spir it and fervor of the saints."  This 
comes from Bishop Barron. 
 

This is going to be a beautiful time for you and your family to be even more FAMILY STRONG!!  As a Catholic Church, we 
will, also, be even stronger!  God provides for His people. 
 

With much love and much gratitude, 
Sister Cheryl 
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