
 

1 
 

 

Saints Mary & Mathias Catholic Church 

Quinceañera Policies & Guidelines 

 

 
Effective November 1, 2021 

Introduction 

1) A Quinceañera is a sacramental, not a sacrament – therefore no one has a right to a Quinceañera 

Mass.  Because those families requesting a Quinceañera Mass are asking for a special favor from the 

Church, they will be expected to demonstrate that they are actively participating in the life of the 

Church.  Active participation in the life of the Church is understood to mean observing the Precepts 

of the Church, the very minimum expected of a Catholic.  None of these polices require a family to 

do anything more than that which is contained in the Precepts of the Church.  In other words, if a 

family is already actively participating in the life of the Church, these policies do not require them to 

do anything they are not already doing. 

a) The Precepts of the Church (Catechism 2041-43) 

1.  You shall attend Mass on Sundays and holy days of obligation and rest from servile labor 

2.  You shall confess your sins at least once a year 

3.  You shall receive the sacrament of the Eucharist at least during the Easter season 

4.  You shall observe the days of fasting and abstinence established by the Church 

5.  You shall help to provide for the needs of the Church 

Policies 

1) Quinceañera Masses will be offered for those young ladies who: 

a) Regularly attend Sunday Mass 

b) Have received Baptism and First Holy Communion, and have either received or are enrolled and 

actively participating in preparation to receive Confirmation 

c) Actively participate, along with a parent, in a Quinceañera formation day, offered in the Spring 

of each year 

d) Demonstrate their knowledge of the faith by passing an exam with the pastor: 

i) Recite the Lord’s Prayer, in English or in Spanish 

ii) Recite the Hail Mary, in English or in Spanish 

iii) Explain the meaning of the Quinceañera celebration as it relates to the Catholic faith, 

specifically baptism 

iv) Demonstrate their ability to make the peoples’ responses at Mass, in English or in Spanish 

(1) The Lord be with you... 

(2) Lift up your heart... 

(3) Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God... 

(4) At the savior’s command and formed by divine teaching, we dare to say... 

2) In order to schedule a Quinceañera Mass, the family must provide evidence that: 

a) They are registered members of Saints Mary & Mathias Catholic Church 

i) The parish office will verify this for you 
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b) They regularly attend Sunday Mass 

i) Demonstrated by placing attendance slips (available from the pastor) in the Sunday 

collection at least monthly for six consecutive months 

c) Have been baptized and received First Holy Communion 

i) Demonstrated by securing a recent copy of the young lady’s baptism record from the parish 

at which she was baptized 

d) Have either been Confirmed or are actively participating in Confirmation Prep 

i) Demonstrated either by the baptismal record (2.c.i) or confirmation from the Director of 

Religious Education 

e) Regularly contribute to the needs of the Church 

i) Demonstrated by making at least some financial offering (no matter how small) in the 

Sunday Collection at least monthly for six consecutive months 

ii) Either use parish envelopes or make the offering in an envelope marked with the family's 

name and address 

f) Please note – this means that you must speak to the pastor six months before you want to set a 

date for your Quinceañera Mass. 

Guidelines 

1) Photography and Videography 

a) No flash photography or use of photographer’s lights during Mass 

b) Photographers and/or videographers must stay in the side aisles during Mass 

i) Exception – they may use the main aisle during the entrance procession.  This will be 

discussed during the Quinceañera rehearsal. 

2) Rehearsal 

a) Practice will begin at 5pm the night before the Quinceañera Mass.  If the family is not there by 

5:10pm, the practice will be cancelled and the Quinceañera Mass must be rescheduled. 

b) Everyone who is to have an active role in the Mass (damas, chamberlanes, padrinos, parents, 

readers, etc...) must be present for the rehearsal.   

3) Damas & Chamberlanes 

a) No more than six damas and six chamberlanes will be allowed 

b) Exceptions to this must be approved in advance by the pastor 

4) Cleanup 

a) The family must arrange to have someone present to remove decorations, clean up any trash, 

and vacuum the front of the church after the Quinceañera Mass 

5) Diocesan guidelines suggest an honorarium of $100 be made to the priest.  This should be given the 

evening of the Quinceañera rehearsal.  Please note – this is entirely voluntary.  No family will be 

refused a Quinceañera Mass because of inability to give an honorarium. 

 

I acknowledge that I have read and understand these polices and guidelines. 

 

________________________  ________________________  ___________________ 

Parent     Student     Date 


