
Blessed are those who 
mourn, for they will  

be comforted. 

    Matthew 5:4 
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Funeral Preparation Resources 
 

Please know that you and your family are in our prayers at this difficult time.  We 

want to do everything we can to walk with you and support you in this moment.  

Our staff is ready to assist you as you prepare for the death of your loved one, 

and in the days and weeks to follow.  When you are ready we will meet with you 

to help you plan the funeral.  In the meantime, these resources are designed to 

help you prepare for the funeral liturgy.    

 

• Some Frequently Asked Questions about Catholic Funeral Rites and End of 

Life Care 

• Funeral Planning Checklist 

• Some things to think about to help you prepare for your meeting with 

the funeral home staff. 

• Funeral Planning Form 

• Some of the details you will need to decide 

• Funeral Readings 

• This is a list of the Scripture readings you may choose from for your 

loved one’s Funeral Mass and or Vigil 

• Funeral Music Suggestions 

• This list includes suggested hymns from which to choose for your loved 

one’s Funeral Mass and or Vigil.   

 

 

Fr. Chris Weber, Pastor 

Fr. Khoa Le, Parochial Vicar 

Deacon Dennis McDonald 

 

Saints Mary and Mathias Catholic Church 

215 West 8th Street 

563-263-1416 



Frequently Asked Questions 

- What is the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick?  Is it the same as the Last Rites? 

o The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick unites us, in a special way, to the 

sufferings of Jesus Christ crucified.  Its four primary affects are: 

▪ to impart the grace we need to unite our sufferings to the sufferings of 

Jesus Christ crucified 

▪ to impart peace and courage to endure, in a Christian manner, the 

sufferings of illness or old age.   

▪ should it be God’s will and for the good of the soul, the restoration of 

physical health, and 

▪ for those who are unable to make a Sacramental Confession, the 

Anointing of the Sick also imparts the forgiveness of sins.   

o At one time it was the practice of the Church to delay the Anointing of the Sick 

until a person was on their deathbed.  Today anyone who is in any danger of 

death (from illness, disease, impending surgery, or even from old age), is 

encouraged to receive the Anointing of the Sick. 

o It is especially proper to request the Anointing of the Sick as your loved one 

nears death.  If they are conscious and able to swallow, they may also receive 

Holy Communion, in the form of Viaticum.   

o There are other prayers that can be offered as death nears, including the 

Commendation of the Dying and the Apostolic Pardon.   

- May a Catholic choose Cremation? 

o The Catholic Church’s clear preference is that the body be buried. A family may, 

for good reason, however, opt for cremation, provide that the choice for 

cremation not be made out of disrespect to the body or denial of the bodily 

resurrection, and that cremated remains be treated with respect and interred 

(buried or placed in a columbarium) with dignity. Scattering of cremated remains 

or keeping cremated remains in the home of a relative or friend of the deceased 

is not permitted.  We cannot offer a Funeral Mass unless arrangements have 

been made for the proper disposition of the body or cremated remains. 

- Burial Options 

o While you are free to chose burial in any cemetery, St. Mary’s Cemetery is the 

Catholic cemetery here in Muscatine.  Information about St. Mary’s Cemetery is 

available at www.marymathias.org/cemetery.  

- What is the Funeral Vigil? 

o The Vigil service, which may take place at some point between the time of death 

and the time of the Funeral, is the Church’s way of keeping watch with the family 

of the deceased, in prayer to God that they may find strength in Christ’s 

presence.   



o We strongly encourage you to consider having a Funeral Vigil the night before 

the funeral, at the Funeral Home.   

o Should the family wish to have someone offer a Eulogy, the Funeral Vigil is the 

most appropriate setting for this.  Eulogies are not permitted during the Funeral 

Mass.   

- Do we need to have a Funeral Mass? 

o The Funeral liturgy is the central liturgical celebration of the Christian community 

for the deceased.  Whenever possible, the Church recommends that the Funeral 

be celebrated with a Mass, offered for the repose of the soul of the deceased.  If, 

however, there is good cause, the Funeral may be celebrated without a Mass. 

o The Funeral Mass is celebrated in the parish church.  It is not celebrated in the 

funeral home.   

o Families should give thought to the wishes of the deceased.  Even though you 

may not practice the Catholic faith, if your loved one practiced the faith it is safe 

to assume they would want to have a Funeral Mass.   

- When can we have the Funeral Mass 

o Funeral Masses may be scheduled Monday-Friday at 10:00am, 10:30am, or 

11:00am  

o Every effort will be made to accommodate requests for funerals at these times. 

o Funerals cannot be scheduled at any other time without the advanced 

permission of the pastor. 

o Ordinarily, if a funeral takes place on a Monday, Fr. Khoa Le will be the presider, 

and if it takes place on a Friday, Fr. Chris Weber will preside.   

o Confirmation must be received from the parish office before the date and time 

for the funeral is finalized. 

- Can we have a Funeral Luncheon? 

o Saints Mary and Mathias will be happy to assist you with a luncheon in Gannon 

Hall, so that your family and guests may enjoy a time of fellowship following your 

loved one’s funeral Mass.  Parish volunteers will handle setup, serving, and 

cleanup.     

o Details for the Funeral Luncheon: 

• Parish Fee:  $60 (payable to the Funeral Home) 

• Includes: 

• Paper Products (napkins, plates, etc…) 

• Homemade Salads & Desserts 

• Main Course: 

• The family is responsible for the main dish and any hot side 

dishes.   

• Standard options are A Guy & A Grill Catering and Hy-Vee.  

The funeral home will help you work with them. 



• The Catering bill will be sent directly to the Funeral Home and 

included in your final bill 

• Funeral Home Staff will assist you with estimating costs 

o If the family chooses not to have a Funeral Mass for their loved one, but they 

would still like to have a luncheon, the use of Gannon Hall will be treated as an 

outside rental ($180 rental fee for three hours – including setup and cleanup, in 

addition to the $60 luncheon fee; proof of personal liability insurance of at least 

$300,000, and subject to availability).  Contact the parish office for the rental 

agreement. 

- What’s next? 

o Once you have met with representatives from the funeral home, we would like 

to arrange a time to meet with you.  At that time we will work with you prepare 

the Funeral Mass.  Representatives from the funeral home will help you connect 

with us. 

o We will go over: 

▪ Scripture Readings 

▪ Music Selections 

▪ Ministers 

• Are there people you would like to serve as 

o Readers 

o Servers 

o Musicians 

 



Funeral Planning Checklist 

The following are some things to think about when planning your loved one’s funeral arrangements: 

- General Preparations 

o Select a Funeral Home  

o Information for the obituary 

▪ Date of birth 

▪ Names of parents, siblings; spouse, children, etc… 

▪ Other important dates: (e.g. Wedding, Graduation, etc…) 

▪ Military Service 

▪ A recent picture of the deceased 

o Decide on where to direct memorial donations 

o Decide if jewelry is to remain with the deceased at burial or be returned to the family 

- Funeral Home Services 

o Choose burial or cremation 

▪ The Catholic Church’s clear preference is that the body be buried.  A family may, 

for good reason, however, opt for cremation, provide that the choice for 

cremation not be made out of disrespect to the body or denial of the bodily 

resurrection, and that cremated remains be treated with respect and interred 

(buried or placed in a columbarium) with dignity.  Scattering of cremated 

remains or keeping cremated remains in the home of a relative or friend of the 

deceased is not permitted. 

o Select a casket or cremation container and urn 

o Select a burial vault or columbarium 

o Choose a cemetery and purchase a burial plot or columbarium niche 

o Choose options for visitation 

▪ Do you want to schedule a private visitation for family only? 

▪ Do you want to have a public visitation? 

o Select clothing for the deceased to wear 

o Choose pallbearers and/or honorary pallbearers 

o The funeral home will assist you with other options (e.g. floral arrangements, memorial 

folders, memory books, memorial merchandise, etc…).  Remember, you are not under 

any obligation to purchase these if you don’t want them.  

- Funeral Liturgies 

o Choose and plan liturgical services 

▪ Schedule the Funeral Mass and a time to meet with the priest to plan the 

liturgy. 

• This will involve: 

o Choosing scripture readings 

o Choosing music 

o Choosing liturgical ministers, if you have a preference 

▪ Deacon(s) 

▪ Readers 

▪ Altar Servers 



• If burial will take place the same day as the funeral the presider will be 

present for that as well.  If burial is to take place at a later date and you 

would like a priest or deacon to preside you will need to schedule this 

separately. 

▪ Will you have a Funeral Vigil (Wake) 

• Typically the night before the funeral, this brief service consists of 

scripture readings and prayers for the deceased.  IF you wish to have a 

eulogy this is the appropriate venue (eulogies are not permitted 

during the funeral Mass).  If you wish, the Vigil can also include a time 

for those present to share their memories of the deceased. 

• Should you choose to have a Vigil service the parish will assist you with 

this as well.   
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Name of Deceased           

 Title First Middle Last  

 Preferred Name    

Primary Contact Phone    Cell   

      

Name Relation Email 

Birth 

D.O.B       Place   

 Month Date Year  

Parish of Baptism or Reception       

 Name of Parish  City State 

Father’s Name   ☐ Living ☐ Deceased 

Mother’s Name   ☐ Living ☐ Deceased 

Siblings (indicate Living or Deceased)  

  

 

Spouse   ☐ Living ☐ Deceased   

☐Multiple Spouses (include details in Notes field) Date 

Date of Marriage       Place   

 Month Date Year  

Children (indicate Living or Deceased, approximate age if living or date of death if deceased) 
  

Death 

Date        Age  Place   

 Month Date Year  

Cause of Death   

Funeral Home   Contact   

Disp. of Remains ☐ Casket Burial ☐ Cremation ☐ Present for Funeral 
 

Service Details 

☐ Visitation   

☐ Vigil Date & Time   

Funeral ☐ Mass Date & Time   

Burial ☐ Immediately Following Cemetery   

Details   

☐ Luncheon Approximate Number   
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 ☐ Vigil Liturgy 

Minister   Musicians   

Reader   Opening Song   

First Reading   Psalm   Gospel   

☐ Sharing of Memories ☐ Eulogy By   

Notes   

 

Funeral Liturgy 

☐ *Mass ☐ Church ☐ Funeral Home ☐ Remains Present 

Ministers  

Presider   ☐ Deacon   

Servers   

Accompanist   Cantor   

Reader 1   Reader 2   

☐ *Presentation of Gifts by Family   

Notes   

 

Readings & Hymns 
Entrance Hymn   

1st Reading   Read by   

Psalm   Read/Sung by   

2nd Reading   Read by  

Gospel   

Homily   

Intercessions offered by   

* Hymn for Preparation of the Altar   

* Communion Hymn   

Song of Farewell   

Closing Hymn   

Notes   
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How did the deceased practice their Catholic faith? 
  

 
What are you going to remember about the deceased? 
  

 
What do people need to know about the deceased? 
  

 
What do you want the homilist to preach about at the funeral? 
  

 
Other Notes 
  

  



Please choose one Old Testament reading, one New Testament reading, and one 

Gospel reading. 

 

Old Testament Readings 

1. 2 Maccabees 12:43-46 (It is good and holy to think of the dead rising again) p.1 

2. Job 19:1, 23-27 (I know that my Redeemer lives) p.2 

3. Wisdom 3:1-9 or 3:1-6. 9 (The Souls of the Just are in the hand of God) p.3-6 

4. Wisdom 4:7-14 (A blameless life is a ripe old age) p.7-8 

5. Isaiah 25:6a, 7-9 (The Lord God will destroy death forever) p.9 

6. Lamentations 3:17-26 (It is good to wait in silence for the Lord God to save) p.10-11 

7. Daniel 12:1-3 (Of those who lie sleeping in the dust of the earth many will awake) p.12-13 

 

Old Testament Supplementary 

1. Nehemiah 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10 (Today is holy to the Lord, do not weep) p.14-15 

2. Proverbs 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31 (a worthy wife) p.16 

3. Ecclesiastes 3:1-11 (A time for everything under the heavens) p.17-18 

4. Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14 (A father’s honor) p.19-20 

5. Sirach 26:1-4, 13-16 (Like the sun rising in the Lord’s heavens, the beauty of a virtuous wife 

is the radiance of her home) p.21-22 

6. Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10 (Here is your God; be strong, do not fear) p.23-24 

7. Isaiah 55:6-9 (High are my ways and thoughts about yours) p.25 

8. Micah 6:1-4, 6-8 (Walk humbly with your God) p.26-27 

 

 

New Testament Readings 

1. Acts of the Apostles 10:34-43 or 10:34-36. 42-43 (God has appointed Jesus to judge 

everyone, alive and dead) p.45-47 

2. Romans 5:1-11 (Having been justified by his blood, we will be saved from God’s anger 

through him) p.48 

3. Romans 5:17-21 (Where sin increased, there grace abounded all the more) p.49 

4. Romans 6:3-9 or 6:3-4. 8-9 (Let us walk in newness of life) p.50-51 

5. Romans 8:14-23 (We groan while we wait for the redemption of our bodies) p.52-53 

6. Romans 8:31-35. 37-39 (Who can ever come between us and the love of Christ?) p.54 

7. Romans 14:7-9. 10-12 (Whether alive or dead, we belong to the Lord) p.55 

8. 1 Corinthians 15:20-24. 25-28 (All people will be brought to life in Christ) p.56-57 

9. 1 Corinthians 15:51-57 (Death is swallowed up in victory) p.58 

10. 2 Corinthians 4:14-5:1 (What is seen is transitory; what is unseen is eternal) p.59 



11. 2 Corinthians 5:1. 6-10 (We have an everlasting home in heaven) p.60 

12. Philippians 3:20-21 (Jesus will transfigure these lowly bodies of ours to be like his glorious 

body) p.61 

13. 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 (We shall stay with the Lord for ever) p.62 

14. 2 Timothy 2:8-13 (If we have died with him, we shall live with him) p.63 

15. 1 John 3:1-2 (We shall see God as he really is) p.64 

16. 1 John 3:14-16 (We have passed from death to life, because we love our brothers and sisters) 

p.65 

17. Revelation 14:13 (Happy are those who die in the Lord) p.66 

18. Revelation 20:11-21:1 (The dead have been judged according to their works) p.67 

19. Revelation 21:1-5. 6-7 (There will be no more death) p.68 

 

New Testament Supplementary 

1. Romans 12:5-16ab (We form one body in Christ) p.69-70 

2. 1 Corinthians 12:3-7, 12-13 (In one Spirit we were all baptized, making one body) p.71 

3. 1 Corinthians 12:31-13:13 (If I do not have love, I gain nothing) p.72-74 

4. Philippians 4:4-9 (The God of peace will be with you) p.75-76 

5. Colossians 3:12-17 (Do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus) p.77-78 

6. 1 Peter 1:3-9 (You are achieving faith’s goal, salvation) p.79-80 

7. 1 John 5:1-6 (Anyone begotten by God has already overcome the world.) p.81-82 

 

Gospel Readings 

1. Matthew 5:1-12 (Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great in heaven) p.83-84 

2. Matthew 11:25-30 (Come to me…and I will give you rest) p.85 

3. Matthew 25:1-13 (Look, the bridegroom comes. Go out to meet him) p.86-87 

4. Matthew 25:31-46 (Come, you whom my Father has blessed) p.88-89 

5. Mark 15:33-39; 16:1-6 or 15:33-39 (Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last) p.90-92 

6. Luke 7:11-17 (Young man, I say to you, arise) p.93 

7. Luke 12:35-40 (Be prepared) p.94 

8. Luke 23:33, 39-43 (Today you will be with me in paradise) p.95 

9. Luke 23:44-46, 50, 52-53; 24:1-6a or 23:44-46, 50, 52-53 (Father, I put my life in your 

hands) p.96-98 

10. Luke 24:13-35 or 24:13-16, 28-35 (Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer and so 

enter into his glory?) p.99-103 

11. John 5:24-29 (Whoever hears my word and believes has passed from death to life) p.104 

12. John 6:37-40 (All whose believe in the Son will have eternal life and I will raise them to life 

again on the last day) p.105 

13. John 6:51-58 (All who eat this bread will life for ever; and I will raise them to life again on 

the last day) p.160-107 

14. John 11:17-27 or 11:21-27 (I am the resurrection and the life) p.108-109 



15. John 11:32-45 (Lazarus, come out) p.110-111 

16. John 12:23-28 or 12:23-26 (If a grain of wheat falls on the ground and dies, it yields a rich 

harvest) p.112-113 

17. John 14:1-6 (There are many rooms in my Father’s house) p.114 

18. John 17:24-26 (Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am) p.115 

19. John 19:17-18, 25-30 (Jesus bowed his head and gave up his spirit) p.116 

 

Gospel Supplementary 

1. Matthew 6:24-34 (Do not worry; seek first the kingdom of God) p.117-118 

2. Mark 8:27-35 (Whoever loses his life for my sake will save it) p.119-120 

3. Mark 10:13-16 (Let the children come to me) p.121 

4. Luke 3:15-16, 21-22 (A feeling of expectancy for the Christ) p.122 

5. Luke 1:1-4, 4:14-21 (The fulfillment of the Scriptures) p.123-124 

6. Luke 6:43-49 (A tree is known by its fruit) p.125-126 

7. John 14:21-26 (The Holy Spirit whom the Father will send will teach you all things) p.127-

128 

 



Choosing Music for the Funeral Mass 
 

Notes:   

- There are seven times in the Funeral Mass where we typically have music.  They are: 
o Prelude 

 Before the Mass begins, as people are gathering 
 Typically musician’s choice 

o Entrance Procession 
 After the opening greeting, which takes place at the entrance to the church 

o Responsorial Psalm 
 Between the First and Second Reading 
 Chosen from a special list of Psalm texts 

o Preparation of the Altar 
 After the Prayers of the Faithful, before the Liturgy of the Eucharist 

o Communion Procession 
 As people are receiving Holy Communion 

o Recessional 
 After the dismissal 

o Postlude 
 As people are exiting the church 
 Typically musician’s choice 

- Music for the funeral Mass must be sacred music.  We are not able to use any non-sacred 
songs during the funeral Mass.  In addition, we are not able to use pre-recorded music. 

- We have included a number of options from which you can choose, along with indications of 
where they would be most appropriate in the Mass.  If there are particular songs you would like 
to request this can be discussed with priest, but anything not on the list must be approved in 
advance. 

- We will do our best to find a cantor (vocalist) and an accompanist for the funeral Mass.  If you 
have a preference for a particular cantor or accompanist, please let us know as soon as possible.  
Any musicians who do not regularly provide music at Saints Mary and Mathias will need to be 
approved by the pastor in advance.  

Our Selections 

Prelude: ______________________________________________ 

Entrance Procession: ____________________________________ 

Responsorial Psalm: _____________________________________ 

Preparation of the Altar: _________________________________ 

Communion Procession: _________________________________ 

Recessional: ___________________________________________ 

Postlude: _____________________________________________  




