
FAQs
(Frequently Asked Questions)

Do you have questions about the free COVID-19 Testing Program at St. Francis Catholic School?
Below are answers to questions you may have.

General Information

What is the COVID-19 Screening Testing Program?
SFCS’ COVID-19 Screening Testing Program offers free, regular
testing to students and employees for COVID-19. Regular
screening testing means that testing is offered to everyone on a
regular basis, even if they don’t have symptoms of COVID-19.
Note that random testing frequency is based on the availability of
BinaxNOW Testing Kits.

Why is our school testing for COVID-19?
Regular testing is a safe, effective way to help prevent the spread
of COVID-19 and help keep our schools open for in-person
learning. Many people with COVID-19, especially children and
teens, do not have symptoms but can still spread the virus, so
regular testing helps find infections before they can spread to
others. This is especially important for children who are not yet vaccinated against COVID-19, families and
employees with younger children at home, and others who are not vaccinated or are otherwise at risk for getting
seriously sick from COVID-19. Regular testing will help us keep students in the classroom and allow students
to take part in the other activities they love.

Does my child have to get tested to attend school in person?
No, COVID-19 tests are optional, although strongly encouraged. If you choose not to enroll your child in the
program, they can still attend school in-person. Students will not be tested without both the student and
guardian giving their consent.

Does my child have to get tested to take part in school sports and extracurricular activities?
Yes, COVID-19 tests are required if your child is unvaccinated to take part in school sports (IIAAG) and
extracurricular activities. Testing would occur weekly during the sport season.  Extracurricular activities may
require proof of a negative test result depending on the event. Parents and Guardians will be made aware of the
requirements prior to the sport or extracurricular event.



My child is fully vaccinated. Do they need to be tested to attend school in person?
No, current guidance states that if your child is fully vaccinated, they do not need to be tested unless they
develop COVID-19 symptoms or have been in close contact with a person with COVID-19. Testing will be
conducted in accordance with SFCS screening testing protocols.

How will the school protect my child’s privacy?
Testing results will be shared only for public health purposes, which may include notifying close contacts that
they may have been exposed to COVID-19 and taking other steps to prevent the further spread of COVID-19 in
our school community. Information sharing and notifying of contacts will be done in a way that protects your
child’s privacy. Sharing of information about your child will only be done in accordance with applicable law
and policies protecting student privacy and the security of your child’s data. However, SFCS may ask
parents/guardians and employees to share the positive result with teachers or co-workers, to ensure that distance
learning alternatives are available and or to ensure that all close contacts may be notified.

How the program works

How will the testing be done?
The COVID-19 tests will be free, quick, and easy. We will
use a viral test, known as Abbot BinaxNow, an antigen
(rapid) test, which returns a result in as little as 15
minutes. This test will tell if your child has a current
COVID-19 infection, regardless of whether they have
symptoms.

How is the test given?
The test will involve a nasal swab. It is a quick and easy
test. This nasal test gently swabs the inner part of the
lower nostril. The test is not painful. We do not use the
longer swabs that reach higher into the nose.

When and where will the test be given?
Our school’s testing site will be located in the Isolation Room.  However, if needed, other rooms have been
identified for testing purposes:  the Crusader Hall / E2 or  A6 classroom and will be scheduled on a weekly
basis or as needed.  Testing opportunities will be determined as needed, between 8am and 2pm, Monday thru
Friday, and will not be available on weekends, government holidays, or school holidays.

Who will conduct the test?
Members of our school staff will oversee the COVID-19 testing. We currently have four- two staff and two
faculty- trained by DPHSS to administer the test.

How much does the test cost?
The COVID-19 test is FREE to all students, employees, and the school community.



How frequently will my child be tested?
Frequency of testing will be determined upon the availability of  testing materials. Parents/guardians will be
notified once Screening Testing begins. Again, parents and guardians will be informed on the day of
testing, prior to any testing being done on any child.

Will my child miss class to get tested?
No, testing shouldn’t interfere with your child’s school schedule. The test is quick and easy, and students will be
able to fit the test into their day.  Disruption to instruction or class activities will be kept to a minimum.

Results

When will we know the results of the test?
The results of the test should be available within 15 minutes, and parent/guardian, employee, or member of the
school community will be called soon after.

Is the test reliable?
Tests can show a false negative or false positive, but most test results are useful and give families and
employees the information they need. However, parents/guardians or employees may opt to be retested through
the DPHSS testing sites or their primary physician.  Any cost associated with testing through their primary care
provider will be the responsibility of the individual, not SFCS.

What if my child tests positive?
We will ask you to pick up your child immediately, and to keep
your child home in isolation for 10 days within the home.
Younger children are not expected to be isolated alone, so
parents and guardians will be asked to undertake measures
(wearing of gloves, masks for all in the household at all times,
washing of hands, etc.) during this period.  You will be asked to
provide information about your child’s close contacts so that
everyone who has been exposed can be notified.

What if someone in my child’s school tests positive?
If your child was exposed to someone who has COVID-19 at
school, SFCS will be in touch to discuss what actions to take.
A COVID-19 test will tell us what further preventive actions are
needed.

CDC recommends everyone ages 5 years and older get a COVID-19 vaccine to help protect against COVID-19.
COVID-19 vaccines are safe, effective, and free. Getting vaccinated prevents severe illness, hospitalizations,
and death. Refer to posted  public announcements to locate vaccination providers near you.


