
 St. Thomas More Catholic Church 
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June 13, 2021 

 

Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 



SPIRITUAL LIFE 

Mass Readings and Intentions 
Monday, June 14th 

2 Cor 6:1-10; Ps 98; Mt 5:38-42 

8:30am      Len and Hanna Hartung 
 

Tuesday, June 15th 

2 Cor 8:1-9; Ps 146; Mt 5:43-48 
8:30am       Intentions of Fr. Sang Quan                                  Kathy Cichocki 
 

Wednesday, June 16th 

2 Cor 9:6-11; Ps 112; Mt 6:1-18 

8:30am       Donald Norton, Sr. 
 

Thursday, June 17th 

2 Cor 11:1-11; Ps 111; Mt 6:7-15 
8:30am       Jose Jenny Dumancas       Michael Lynch 
 

Friday, June 18th 

2 Cor 11:18-30; Ps 34; Mt 6:19-34 

8:30am       Bruno Fontana 
 

Sunday, June 20th - Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Job 38:1-11; Ps 107; 2 Cor 5:14-17; Mk 4:35-41 

Vigil:  
 

5:00pm        Intentions of all St. Thomas More Parishioners 

7:30am       John L. Moran 

9:00am       Consuelo Corzo                      Dr. Robert DeSimone 

10:45am     Judy McMinn                      Robert Breeze 

5:00pm       Jose Fadila Gutierrez       Marcelino S. Silva 

Prayer Requests: 
Tim Anderson 
Elizabeth Armes 
Emil Balusek 
Whitney Brun 
Mollie Bustos 
Jessica Dapper 
Frank DiLorenzo 
Katie DiLorenzo 
Jo Falkenstein 
Ame Frezza 
Nancy Gilbert 
Michael Hanson 
Andre Hebert 
Lisa Horvath 

Kris Kapchinski 
Jason Mikolajek 
Cindy Molina 

Normand Morneau 
Virginia Morneau 
Ron Muessel 
John Nemetz 
Trent Overall 

Kevin Sutherland 
Dorothy Thompson 
Bernadette Vogel 
Jennifer Wiegand 

Kerry Wolf 
 

Please pray for the  
well-being of our fellow 

parishioners and 
nursing home residents.  

Prayer for the Sick 
 

Almighty and 
Everlasting God, the 
eternal salvation of 
those who believe in 
You, hear us on behalf 
of Your servants who 
are sick, for whom we 
humbly beg the help of 
your mercy, so that, 
being restored to 

health, they may render 
thanks to you in your 
Church. Through Christ 

our Lord.  

Amen. 

After the celebration and joy of the Easter season, capped with the feasts of the Holy 
Trinity and the Body and Blood of Christ, this Sunday feels as if we have finally settled 
back into Ordinary Time. We hear today from Mark’s Gospel where Jesus, after 
proclaiming the good news, healing various illnesses, and appointing the twelve apostles, 
pauses to preach to the crowds about the mystery of the kingdom of God. Jesus uses 
parables to teach about the kingdom, and today’s reading about seeds that are sown 
would have been very familiar to the crowds. It is interesting that Jesus expounds on the 
kingdom of God, something so mysterious and beyond human understanding, by using 
such mundane imagery. Yet perhaps that is the very point. Jesus directs our attention to 
the mysterious growth and transformation that takes place in secret at all times, as seeds 
sprout and grow, fulfilling their purpose in providing nourishment and shelter. These 
parables orient us to Ordinary Time as a season dedicated to our own slow but constant 
growth and transformation as children of God. We take on the work of sowing the seeds 
of God’s word in our own lives and the lives of those around us, but we also trust in the 
action of the Holy Spirit, bringing the kingdom of God to fruition in and around us. Where 
do you sense the slow work of the Spirit in your own life and community bringing about 
renewal and transformation?  

 

LIVING THE PASCHAL MYSTERY 

Bulletin Deadline 
Submissions for the June 27th bulletin are due no later than 12:00pm on Thursday, June 
17th. Please submit all requests to Val Olivas at volivas@stmaustin.org.   

To Reach a Priest in an Emergency:  During Office Hours: (512) 258-1161 or  
After Hours: (512) 258-1161, Opt. 1 



STEWARDSHIP 

A Stewardship Moment in Time ~ Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
In today’s Gospel, Jesus compares the beginning of God’s kingdom to a mustard seed. This tiny seed, which fits in the 
palm of a hand, can grow to fifteen feet with sprawling branches. Like the mustard seed, the Christian community 
had a tiny, seemingly insignificant beginning. The Church, which began with about 120 followers, added three 
thousand people on Pentecost Day following the descent of the Holy Spirit. Since then, the number of Christ’s 
disciples has grown incalculably and continues to grow throughout the world. Good stewards go about God’s 
business of “planting seeds” among all those they encounter. What will we do this week to “plant seeds” and add to 
God’s kingdom? 

Parish Offertory Opportunities 
ONLINE GIVING: Please visit our parish website at: 
www.stmaustin.org, or you may use the QR code below. 
 

TEXT A DONATION: Simply text your donation amount 
to 855-892-3931.  

 

DROP BOX or MAIL: 
A drop box is located at the parish office, or you may 
mail donations to: 

10205 N FM 620 
Austin, TX  78726 

 

 

QR CODE:   
 
 

Thank you all so much for your continued faithfulness 
and dedication to our parish now and always! 

 

THANK YOU for your continuous OVERWHELMING 
generosity! You are truly a blessing to our parish! 

June Contributions 

Week Ending June 6th 

Envelope Collection: $     21,043.70 

eGiving Collection:  $     18,437.90 

eGiving Text Collection: $           500.00                                                 

Total Weekly Collections: $     39,981.60 

Encountering Christ Campaign Update 
 

Encountering Christ is a capital and endowment campaign to raise $85 million in gifts and 
pledges for local parish needs while strengthening ministries, Catholic education and faith 
formation, supporting our clergy and enhancing growth across the diocese. Our St. Thomas 
More parish goal is to achieve $3,525,000 in donations. EVERY time a contribution is 
made from you toward this campaign, 30% of our Encountering Christ donations 
return directly to our parish, making it possible to continue improvements and 
updates on an ongoing basis. As of 3/31/21, the 30% contributions received back to our 
parish was $245,797.42! Your generosity is overwhelming! Thank you! 

TIME  TALENT  TREASURE 
Stewardship Prayer:  Almighty and ever-faithful Lord, gratefully acknowledging Your mercy and humbly admitting 
our need, we pledge our trust in You and each other. Filled with desire, we respond to Your call for discipleship by 
shaping our lives in imitation of Christ. We profess that the call requires us to be stewards of Your gifts. As stewards, 
we receive Your gifts gratefully, cherish and tend them in a responsible manner, share them in practice and love with 
others, and return them with increase to the Lord. We pledge to our ongoing formation as stewards and our 
responsibility to call others to that same endeavor. Almighty and ever-faithful God, it is our fervent hope and prayer 
that You who have begun this good work in us and will bring it to fulfillment in Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.  

Give Back When You Shop!  

Also, if you make purchases online from Amazon, please visit smile.amazon.com to log in to 
your account. From there, you can search for your preferred charity. Select St. Thomas 
More, Austin as the charity that you would like to support. A percentage of your purchases 
will be donated to our parish! 



 

 
ADORATION: 

Monday - Friday 
from 9:00am - 10:00pm 

To sign up, visit 
stm.weadorehim.com 

 

 

CONFESSION: 
Wednesday  

from 6:00pm - 7:00pm 
Saturday  

from 3:00pm - 4:30pm 

ST. THOMAS MORE NEWS 

St. Thomas More Gift Shop 
Hours:  Sundays, 8:30am - 1:00pm 

The month of June is devoted to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and Fathers. “Jesus 
reaches out to men, ready to forgive their sins, their weaknesses...protects 

from evil and purifies the heart of every sinner.”  
Visit the Gift Shop to obtain 15% off of items 

related to the Sacred Heart and Fathers! 

St. Thomas More Catholic Church 

Established 1978 
The Risen Christ is a 6-foot figure of Jesus cast in bronze against a cross of 
mahogany and braised metal. Jesus is shown in His risen form, and His gesture is 
one of welcome and blessing. The cross behind the figure reminds us of the suffering 
that was the price that Christ paid for our redemption, while the image of the 
glorified Christ conveys God’s love and His promise of our future glory with Him in 
heaven, a powerful image of life and death. 

On the bronze door of the Tabernacle is an abstract design 
of the cross and a sunburst, again combining the elements 
of suffering and resurrection. Jesus, Present in the 
Eucharist, is as the sun, a source of light and life. The 
original design of the church placed the Tabernacle at the 
rear of the church. At that time, Bishop Harris asked for its 
placement to be in the front for all to view and worship. 
When the church was remodeled and expanded in 2001, 
the Tabernacle was then placed in its current home in the 
Adoration chapel. 



PRESCHOOL 

Director: Cindy Acosta  512-258-1721  cindy1@stmaustin.org 

Congratulations to all of our Preschool graduates! We are so proud 
of this amazing school year. We had a very fun year, and you have 
shown great resilience during a challenging year!  

We will miss you all! 
 

Registration for the 2021-2022 school year is still open! If you are 
interested in reserving a place for your child, please reach out to us! 
We would love to have you! Join us! 

 

Contact Cindy Acosta at cindy1@stmaustin.org or (512)258-1721. 

 

 CONGRATULATIONS! 



 



Catholic Social Teaching ~ Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
This Sunday, the Scripture readings give us the image of growth and development. Many people can be an important 
influence in our personal growth and development, particularly in our faith. Who was it that cooperated with God in 
planting the seeds of faith in your life? How are you nurturing them? What are the fruits of that faith? When we are 
deeply rooted in the life of God our Father, then we know we will bear the fruits of life, charity, compassion, mercy 
and forgiveness. The love of God will grow in us to help us to reach out to the unloved and forgotten, to the poor and 
dispossessed and to those whom God shows special care – the poor and vulnerable.  

SOCIAL OUTREACH 

Director: Jennifer Bibbo  512-258-1161, x256  jbibbo@stmaustin.org 

Director: Chris Scroggin            512-258-1944 x222            cscroggin@stmaustin.org 

FAITH FORMATION 

Vacation Bible School ~ July 12th - 16th, 2021! 
Embark on an epic quest as we present Treasured: Discovering You’re 
Priceless to God. We will journey through hidden ruins, ancient caves and dense 
jungles to help kids discover God’s greatest treasure isn’t diamonds, gems or gold, 
it’s them! Join us virtually from the comfort of your own home! To register, please 
visit stmaustin.org/vacation-bible-school.  

Middle School Summer Fun! 
Welcome new and returning Middle Schoolers! This 
summer, we have planned a variety of activities. Come 
join us and bring your friends. It is a great way to beat 
the heat. Watch the bulletin and your emails for 
upcoming events. We can’t wait to see you! 

Event:  Bible Study and Game Night! 

Tuesday, June 22nd from 7:00pm - 8:30pm  

Brennan Auditorium 

The first half of this gathering will be for Bible Study; 
the second half will include games! 

Schlitterbahn Trip! 
Date:  Wednesday, July 7th from 9:00am - 8:00pm 

Cost:  $60.00 
DEADLINE for permission forms and payment is 

Monday, June 21st! 

Cost includes bus transportation, 
park admission, snacks and 
water. Friends are welcome to 
join!  

For more information, please 
visit http://bit.ly/3wFBVlX. 

Join the St. Thomas More Respect Life Ministry as they 
participate in Texas Alliance for Life’s Walk for Life on 
Saturday, June 19th at 8:30am. The walk-a-thon is for the 
entire family. Walk with us to promote the sanctity of 
innocent human life and raise funds for programs that protect 
mothers, unborn babies, and pregnancy resource centers. 
There is a St. Thomas More Team that you can sponsor or 
join!  

Texas Alliance for Life protects the fundamental right to life of 
all innocent human beings. We promote respect for their 
value and dignity from the moment of conception until 
natural death. Eighty percent of the proceeds support pro-life 
education, defending pro-life policies in the courts, and 

promoting the Choose Life license plate to support infant adoption. Twenty percent of the proceeds promote 
compassionate alternatives to abortion through grants.  

 

Last year’s Walk for Life was a great success. More than 150 walkers participated from 45 churches. Collectively, 
they received over $103,000 in pledges. Every walker who raised $250 will earn a commemorative t-shirt! You can 
earn additional incentives like tickets to the Annual Benefit Dinner to be held on Saturday, October 2nd at the Hilton 
Austin.  
 

For more information and to register for this event, please visit texasallianceforlife.org/27th-annual-walk-for-life. 

https://www.texasallianceforlife.org/choose-life-license-plate/


Catholic Charities  

of Central Texas 

Catholic Charities of Central Texas’ 
Immigration Legal Services offers 
legal assistance to individuals and 
families eligible to apply for 
immigration benefits, including 
DACA, family reunification, 
humanitarian relief, Temporary 
Protected Status, Removal Defense, 
as well as services for victims of 
domestic violence and human 
trafficking. If services are needed, 
please visit http://bit.ly/3pnXl4I. 

Schoenstatt Shrine Rosary Project 
 

The Marian Shrine of Our Lady of Schoenstatt is a place of pilgrimage and grace 
dedicated to Mary, the Mother of God. It is the spiritual home and center of the 
Schoenstatt Movement. A large, outdoor trail in the form of a Rosary, including all 20 
decades, is being constructed which will 
surround the outside of the Shrine. 
Decades cost between $500 and $5,000 
each. St. Thomas More Parish is 
sponsoring the building of one decade - 
The Crucifixion. To date, we have raised 
$2,865 for the project! If you would 
like to contribute to the decade, please 
call Mary Mallinger at (512) 826-0005. 
 

 Thank you!  

Job Opportunity 

Regina Caeli Academy 
Regina Caeli Academy is hiring for 
several positions open for the   
2021-2022 school year. No formal 
teaching experience is necessary, 
but a love for the Catholic faith is 
required! To submit your resume 
and application, please visit:  
http://bit.ly/3cppe6R. 

 



Ethics & Integrity in Ministry (EIM) 
Keeping current with EIM training is required for all who serve in ministry at STM. We are a no tolerance parish. 
What is Ethics & Integrity in Ministry (EIM)? EIM is a diocesan training and screening process focused on 
helping our community prevent and respond to abuse. It includes required workshops and background checks 
for all who work or volunteer in ministry as well as policies for reporting abuse.   
Why is EIM required for all who serve in ministry at St. Thomas More? We have a shared commitment to 
ensuring our parish is a safe place for everyone, especially children and vulnerable adults. The more people who 
are aware of abuse warning signs the more effective we can be in keeping our communities safe (parish, 
neighborhood, family, schools). With this in mind, our parish community is committed to following the Diocese 
of Austin's Ethics and Integrity in Ministry (EIM) policies.  
Follow these 3 steps to stay current with EIM:  
 

     

 

Visit www.stmaustin.org/eim to get started or log in to eappsdb.com/austin to  
check on when your EIM Compliance certification expires.  

 

Effective January 1, 2021, the Online EIM Training Course will fulfill the EIM Compliance requirement only for 
applicants who have an existing EIM account and have previously attended an in-person EIM Workshop. 
Additionally, new and existing applicants who have never attended an EIM Workshop in person, must attend an in-
person EIM Workshop to fulfill their initial EIM Compliance requirement. 
 

If you are a new or existing applicant who has submitted an EIM application and need to attend an in-person EIM 
Workshop, please contact our EIM site administrator for Workshop information. Danielle White at 
dwhite@stmaustin.org or (512) 258-1161. 

High School Retreat for Young Men 
Quo Vadis is a weekend away 
with the Lord and with other 
young men who love Him. 
Join our Vocation Director, 
Fr. Greg Gerhart, seminarians 
of the diocese, and other high 
schoolers for a fun retreat as 
they seek to know their 

calling as Christian men. Retreat runs from June 25th 
through 27th and is open to young men who will be in 
high school during the 2021-2022 academic year. The 
cost is $35. To learn more and register, please visit 
qv.godiscalling.me. 

DCCW Convention 
The Austin Diocesan Council 
of Catholic Women (Austin 
DCCW) will host their 
annual convention June 
28th - 29th in the Parish Hall 
of St. Luke Parish in Temple. 
The theme is “Joyfully Caring 

for God’s Creation,” and the convention will feature 
guest speakers discussing timely topics. Bishop Joe 
Va squez will celebrate Mass on June 28th at 4:00 pm at 
St. Luke Parish, afterwards the convention banquet will 
be held at 6:00 pm. For more information, contact Liz 
Ellis at (325) 248-4095 or planoellis@aol.com.  

  

DCCW is the voice of Catholic Women 
speaking through spirituality, service 

and leadership. Join us! 

https://www.stmaustin.org/eim
https://eappsdb.com/austin
mailto:planoellis@aol.com


Main Phone (512) 258-1161                                              

Pastor Very Rev. Michael J. O’Connor frmichael@stmaustin.org 

Parochial Vicar Rev. Anthony Xavier Velpula franthony@stmaustin.org 

Deacon Mike Gesch  deaconmike@stmaustin.org 

Deacon Dan Lupo deacondan@stmaustin.org 

Deacon Tom Mallinger deacontomm@stmaustin.org 

Deacon Pat O’Beirne deaconpat@stmaustin.org 

Deacon Pete A. Schwab deaconpete@stmaustin.org 

Deacon Thomas Suniga deaconthomas@stmaustin.org 

STM Staff Contacts                                                                                                     Parish Office Hours: Mondays through Thursdays, 9am-12pm and 1pm-5pm                                  
Fridays, 9am-12pm and 1pm-4pm 

Accounting Lori White lwhite@stmaustin.org 

Bridal Coordinator Terry Wilkes terry@stmaustin.org 

Business Administrator Andy DeHart andy1@stmaustin.org 

Communications Val Olivas volivas@stmaustin.org 

Facilities J.W. Green jw1@stmaustin.org 

Liturgy Jennifer Fangman jfangman@stmaustin.org 

Marriage & Family Life Denise Abele dabele@stmaustin.org 

Membership Danielle White dwhite@stmaustin.org 

Music Ren MacNary ren@stmaustin.org 

 Karen Lawson  karen@stmaustin.org 

Nursery Cindy Acosta cindy1@stmaustin.org 

Fax (512) 258-8812  

Office Administrator Debra Lohrstorfer debra@stmaustin.org 

Reception Liz Franklin efranklin@stmaustin.org 

Social Outreach  Jennifer Bibbo jbibbo@stmaustin.org 

STM Gift Shop Rosalie Killian  giftshop@stmaustin.org 

Faith Formation Staff:                                 512-258-1944                     

Director Chris Scroggin cscroggin@stmaustin.org 

Asst. Director Johanna Isburgh johanna@stmaustin.org 

Elementary School Jill Goeters jill1@stmaustin.org 

Middle School Andrea Cochran andrea@stmaustin.org 

Life Teen Logan Mayes logan@stmaustin.org 

Adult Faith Dawn Rouen drouen@stmaustin.org 

Preschool Staff:  512-258-1721           

Director Cindy Acosta cindy1@stmaustin.org 

Asst. Director Julie Olesen jolesen@stmaustin.org 

Parish Council Chairpersons: 

Finance Ione Voor 954-325-2327 

Pastoral Council Jim Lonergan 512-940-0924 

Stewardship Dan Price    512-970-5710 

   

STM 

CARES 

Caregiver for a person with dementia? Struggling with bills? Want to talk about Need help with meals? 

New Adventures Respite Group Society of St. Vincent de Paul a difficult time? Good Samaritan 

Chantelle Morris STM Offices Stephen Ministry Meal Ministry 

(512) 771-1899 (512) 258-1161 Eileen (512) 507-9563 (480) 788-6325 

In need of healing prayer?           Mercy of God Prayer Center (formerly, Chelsea House)            Theresa Stephens (512) 834-6401 

Thank you to these advertisers that support our bulletin! 


