
 St. Thomas More Catholic Church 
10205 N. FM 620, Austin, TX 78726 ~ (512) 258-1161 ~  www.stmaustin.org 

July 11, 2021 ~ Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 



SPIRITUAL LIFE 

Mass Readings and Intentions 
Monday, July 12th 

Ex 1:8-22; Ps 124; Mt 10:34-11:1 

8:30am        Intentions of David Dunn                                   Intentions of Julian Dunn   

Tuesday, July 13th - St. Henry 

Ex 2:1-15; Ps 69; Mt 11:20-24        

8:30am        In Thanksgiving          Sister Johncy                               

Wednesday, July 14th - Memorial of St. Kateri Tekakwitha, Virgin 

Ex 3:1-12; Ps 103; Mt 11:25-27 

8:30am       Mary Patricia Hoenig 
 

Thursday, July 15th - Memorial of St. Bonaventure,  

Bishop and Doctor of the Church 
Ex 3:13-20; Ps 105; Mt 11:28-30 

8:30am       Bridget Lander 
 

Friday, July 16th - Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

Ex 11:10-12:14; Ps 116; Mt 12:1-8 

8:30am       Asya Matsakyan        Msgr. Louis Wozniak 
 

Sunday, July 18th - Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Jer 23:1-6; Ps 23; Eph 2:13-18; Mk 6:30-34 

Vigil:  

5:00pm       Enrique A. Gonzalez       Robert Breeze 

7:30am        Intentions of Elizabeth Franklin                    Thomas More Dalpathado 

9:00am        Intentions for all St. Thomas More Parishioners 

10:45am     Yvonne Ferguson           Ron McGrath 

5:00pm       Winifred Larsen           Steve Fox 

Prayer Requests: 
Tim Anderson 

Elizabeth Armes 
Emil Balusek 

Whitney Brun 
Mollie Bustos 
Jean Collins 

Jessica Dapper 
Frank DiLorenzo 
Katie DiLorenzo 
Jo Falkenstein 

Ame Frezza 
Nancy Gilbert 

Judi Gilliam 
Michael Hanson 

Andre Hebert 
Kris Kapchinski 
Jason Mikolajek 

Cindy Molina 
Ron Muessel 
John Nemetz 
Trent Overall 

Kevin Sutherland 
Dorothy Thompson 

Jennifer Wiegand 
Kerry Wolf 

 

Please pray for the  
well-being of our fellow 

parishioners and nursing 
home residents.  

Prayer for the Sick 
 

Dear Jesus, Divine 
Physician and Healer of 

the sick, we turn to you in 
this time of illness. O 

dearest comforter of the 
troubled, alleviate our 

worry and sorry with your 
gentle love, and grant us 
the grace and strength to 
accept this burden. Dear 

God, we place our worries 
in your hands. We place 
our sick under your care 
and humbly ask that you 
restore your servant to 
health again. Above all, 

grant us the grace to 
acknowledge your will 

and know that whatever 
you do, you do for the love 

of us. Amen. 

In today’s gospel, Jesus sends the Twelve on a mission that seems challenging. They are 
to go to an unknown territory with only a walking stick and a fellow apostle. Though 
equipped with just the bare essentials, the apostles are nevertheless successful in 
preaching repentance, driving out demons, and healing the sick. Today, we are not likely 
to be called to the same asceticism the disciples display on their first mission, but this 
gospel does highlight for us an important practice: discerning what is most essential. As 
modern Christians, we might feel like we need to do or acquire numerous things before 
we are prepared to preach the good news. We might think we need to earn a certificate in 
ministry or a degree in Theology or Scripture. These things are good, but not having them 
might give us an excuse as to why we are not yet sharing the good news with others. To 
carry out their mission, the disciples needed only a relationship with Jesus and the 
assistance and fellowship of another apostle. This coming week, let us take time to reflect 
on these essentials in our own lives. How do we intentionally foster our relationship with 
the Lord and with our co-workers in discipleship? Instead of worrying about acquiring 
more “stuff” to aid us in ministry, let us grow in trust that the one who has called us will 
provide everything we need to complete the work which he has given us to do.  

LIVING THE PASCHAL MYSTERY 

Bulletin Deadline 
Submissions for the July 25th bulletin are due no later than 12:00pm on Thursday, July 

15th. Please submit all requests to Val Olivas at volivas@stmaustin.org.   

To Reach a Priest in an Emergency:  During Office Hours: (512) 258-1161 or  
After Hours: (512) 258-1161, Opt. 1 



STEWARDSHIP 

A Stewardship Moment in Time ~ Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
In his Letter to the Ephesians, St. Paul teaches that God, the Father, has established a divine plan to bring all of 
creation to Christ and that He has blessed us with an abundance of divine gifts to help implement that plan. Christian 
stewards know what their gifts are and remain committed to using them in the service of the Lord. Do we know what 
our gifts are? Do we believe that God has given us these gifts? Are we committed to using our gifts to serve the Lord? 

Parish Offertory Opportunities 
ONLINE GIVING: Please visit our parish website at: 
www.stmaustin.org, or you may use the QR code below. 
 

TEXT A DONATION: Simply text your donation amount 
to 855-892-3931.  

 

DROP BOX or MAIL: 
A drop box is located at the parish office, or you may 
mail donations to: 

10205 N FM 620 
Austin, TX  78726 

 

 
QR CODE:   
 

 

 

Thank you all so much for your continued faithfulness 
and dedication to our parish now and always! 

 

THANK YOU for your continuous OVERWHELMING 
generosity! You are truly a blessing to our parish! 

July Contributions 

Week Ending July 4th 

Envelope Collection: $      20,146.00 

eGiving Collection:  $      16,308.88 

eGiving Text Collection: $            350.00  

Total Weekly Collections Goal: $      48,100.00 

Actual Total Weekly Collections: $      36,804.88 

TIME  TALENT  TREASURE 
Stewardship Prayer:  Almighty and ever-faithful Lord, gratefully acknowledging Your mercy and humbly admitting 
our need, we pledge our trust in You and each other. Filled with desire, we respond to Your call for discipleship by 
shaping our lives in imitation of Christ. We profess that the call requires us to be stewards of Your gifts. As stewards, 
we receive Your gifts gratefully, cherish and tend them in a responsible manner, share them in practice and love with 
others, and return them with increase to the Lord. We pledge to our ongoing formation as stewards and our 
responsibility to call others to that same endeavor. Almighty and ever-faithful God, it is our fervent hope and prayer 
that You who have begun this good work in us and will bring it to fulfillment in Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.  

Give Back When You Shop!  

St. Thomas More is a charity of choice for the Randall’s Good Neighbor Program. When 
making purchases at any Randall’s location, a portion of your purchase is donated to our 
parish. Please see the Randall’s Business Center to sign up for this program.  Our charity 
number is 13490. 

 

Also, if you make purchases online from Amazon, please visit smile.amazon.com to log in 
to your account. From there, you can search for your preferred charity. Select St. 
Thomas More, Austin as the charity that you would like to support. A percentage of 
your purchases will be donated to our parish! 

Prayer for Seminarians 
 

O Lord Jesus Christ, great High Priest, I pray that You call many worthy souls to Your holy priesthood. 
Enlighten the Bishop in the choice of candidates, the Spiritual Director in molding them, and the 
professors in instructing them. Lead the seminarians daily in Your unerring footsteps so that they may 
become priests who are models of purity, possessors of wisdom and heroes of sacrifice, steeped in 
humility and aflame with love for God and man, apostles of Your glory and sanctifiers of souls. Amen.  



 

 
 

ADORATION: 

Monday - Friday 
from 9:00am - 10:00pm 

To sign up, visit 
stm.weadorehim.com 

 

 

 

 

CONFESSION: 

Wednesday  
from 6:00pm - 7:00pm 

Saturday  

from 3:00pm - 4:30pm 

ST. THOMAS MORE NEWS 

St. Thomas More Catholic Church 

Established 1978 
Artist Sr. Mary Peter has depicted the life of St. Thomas More in this exquisite piece of art. Chancellor of England, 
Thomas More was a knowledgeable and well-respected figure. He understood the importance of an education and 
had the conviction in this faith to defend truth. St. Thomas More is the patron of lawyers and an inspiration to all. 

Make a Difference in Your Parish 
The Catholic parish is a place of wonder and awe. It is in the arms of our 
parish that we experience God’s love and share it with others. Each 
parishioner is important to a parish, especially now. Consider these ideas to 
make a difference here at St. Thomas More:  
• Take your place. As pandemic restrictions ease around the country, you 
can once again take a seat at your parish table. You take it when you attend 
Sunday Mass, seek peace from the Sacraments, especially the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation and Anointing of the Sick, and participate in parish ministries.  
• Boost the faith of others. Even the strongest Catholics can sometimes 
falter in their faith. Look for opportunities to share Gospel values through 
your actions and words, and you will strengthen the faith of those around you.  
• Pray for your parish. This is one of the most important contributions you 
can make. Join parish intentions to your own daily prayer. Pray for parish 
ministries. Offer prayers for your priests and parish staff.  

• Build it, serve it or pay for it. When there is a need in the parish, don’t 
wait for an invitation. Your parish family depends upon your efforts.  
• Help it grow. Invite friends, coworkers or neighbors to join you in 
worship. Your parish might be the spiritual home for which they’ve been 
searching.  



St. Thomas More Gift Shop ~ Summer Sale! 
Hours:  Sundays, 8:30am - 1:00pm 

It’s all about the kids! Interested in keeping your children active and learning this summer or need to purchase a gift 
for a young person? Visit the Gift Shop! Any youth-related item will be reduced by 15% through July and August! 

The Great Adventure Catholic Bible is now available in the 
Gift Shop! The heart of this bible is The Bible Timeline 
Learning System which ties all Scripture together by 
following God’s “family plan” from Adam and Eve to Christ 
and the Church. It has a unique color-coded system to help 
you learn about major people, place and events of the Bible 
and see how they all come together to reveal the remarkable 
story of our faith. A life-changing approach to Scripture! This 
is the bible referenced by Fr. Mike Schmitz in his “Bible in a 
Year” podcast. Pick up your copy on Sunday! 

Parish Repairs, Renovations and Improvements! 
Many projects across our parish campus are underway! Some of these projects include leveling the sidewalk near the 
Stations of the Cross, completely renovating the grounds inside the circle drive near the church’s entrance, replacing 
landscaping throughout and repairing the Preschool and Administration Office areas following the winter freeze. Our 
Facilities Manager, JW Green, and his team are working hard with multiple sets of contractors busily improving our 
buildings and grounds. Thank you for being patient with all who are working currently onsite. We are excited to see 
the beautiful results! 

 



ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

FORMED Pick 

Introducing the first feature film ever on the story of St. Joseph, who was 
a carpenter, the husband of Mary, and the foster father of Jesus Christ. 
Scripture tells us that St. Joseph was a "just man" and that God gave him 
the most daunting task ever asked of a man–to be the husband of the 
woman who would give birth to the Messiah and the father and protector 
of this Holy Family. He would be the man closest to Christ.  
 

Starring Tobias Moretti in a manly, appealing performance, we are shown 
the human, noble and deeply spiritual aspects of Joseph the carpenter, 

son of David, servant of God, and loving husband of Mary. He is presented as a man of faith who must grapple greatly 
with the profound mysteries of the miraculous conception, the Virgin Birth, the Incarnation of the Son of God, and the 
incredible challenges of protecting and raising Jesus amidst the threats on his life from the moment of his birth and 
beyond. 
 

As Joseph is informed by God's messengers about trusting and following his plan for Christ, the dangerous flight into 
Egypt to save his child, and finally returning to Nazareth to raise Jesus, this lovely film presents beautiful vignettes of 
these and other powerful scenes in the life of the young Christ and the Holy Family that are authentic and inspiring. 

To watch this film, please log in to FORMED at www.formed.org. 

PRESCHOOL 

Registration for the 2021-2022 School Year 
Registration for the 2021-2022 school is open! If you are interested in reserving a place for your child 
in our AMAZING preschool, please contact Cindy Acosta at cindy1@stmaustin.org or (512) 258-1721. 
We hope you’ll join us! 

FAITH FORMATION 

Middle School Summer Fun! 
Welcome new and returning Middle Schoolers! This summer, we have planned a variety of 
activities. Come join us and bring your friends. It is a great way to beat the heat. Watch the 
bulletin and your emails for upcoming events. We can’t wait to see you!                                                        
                                             Event:  Bunco Game Night 

Date:  Thursday, July 22nd from 7:00pm - 9:00pm 
Location:  Brennan Auditorium 

 

What is it? Two hours of fun, rolling dice and winning prizes! This is an easy game to learn! 

Updated COVID-19 Protocols ~ Re-engaging in Ministries 
As we re-engage in parish life and ministry, we ask that all continue to maintain a 
respectful and safe environment for everyone by keeping these guidelines in mind: 
 

Face Masks - Wearing a face mask is optional for everyone (employees, volunteers, 
adults, youth and children) when participating in a parish activity, program or event, 
except when specifically mandated by Parish 
Leadership. 

Hand Sanitizers - The Parish will still provide hand sanitizer stations at convenient 
locations throughout the campus.  

Social Distancing - Individuals are to use their best judgement and observe social 
distancing whenever possible. Please be respectful of other people’s comfort zone for 
social distancing. 
 

For more information regarding protocols (COVID waiver requirements, food 
provisions, etc.), please visit bit.ly/3dn21w4. 



Year of the Domestic Church Activity 
Foundation Communities creates housing where families succeed, with 25 communities 
all over Austin and in North Texas. They provide people with an affordable, attractive 
place to call home, as well as opportunities right at their doorstep to transform their 
lives. By putting together simple, shelf-stable meal kits for our neighbors, you can 
provide the resources to create a delicious, home-cooked meal. Simply drop the kits off 
in the barrels located outside of the church throughout the month. Please choose from 
the recipes we have included on our website here http://bit.ly/3wdfFz9. 

St. Thomas More Blood Drive 
Come donate blood and grab your Blue Bell ice cream as a donation treat! 
Sign up for your preferred timeslot at http://bit.ly/3y2WxFp. 

 

Date:  Saturday, July 24th 

Time:  8:00am - 2:00pm (by appointment) 

Location:  Life House 
 

Mission: To provide and protect the community blood supply, to inspire Central 
Texans to save lives locally, and to always treat everyone we serve as family.  

Catholic Social Teaching ~ Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
St. Paul reminds us in his letter today that we are God’s chosen, adopted children. We have been blessed by God in 
being called and in being given a special share in His life. But this blessing requires that we accept the responsibility 
of discipleship. Like Amos, though, we may not understand why God has given us this blessing and task, we will be 
given the grace to see it through in faithfulness and trust. How can you act on your call to discipleship this week?  

SOCIAL OUTREACH 

 
Stephen Ministry 

“When We Need God’s Love Most” 
 

When do we need God’s love 
most? Of course we need that 
love every second of our lives. 
But, at times, God’s love is 
especially precious to us, times 
when:  
 

 We lose a loved one, 

 Life becomes so confusing that we do not 
know where to turn, or 

 Life just becomes meaningless and depression 
sets in. 

At times like these, it is very important to have someone 
who cares. Our congregation has trained lay people, 
Stephen Ministers, who offer a ministry of Christian caring 
here at St. Thomas More. For more information, please call 
Eileen at (512) 507-9563. All calls are confidential. 

Young at Heart ~ Next Online Gathering 

Tuesday, July 13th at 11:00am 
You are invited to attend the Young at Heart Online meeting. Let’s celebrate our country’s 
independence! Please check your email for Zoom login credentials for this activity. New to Young 
at Heart? Contact Dawn at (512) 258-1944, ext. 235 or dawn@stmaustin.org for more 
information. Join us! 



Schoenstatt Shrine Rosary Project 
 

The Marian Shrine of Our Lady of Schoenstatt is a place of pilgrimage and grace 
dedicated to Mary, the Mother of God. It is the spiritual home and center of the 
Schoenstatt Movement. A large, outdoor trail in the form of a Rosary, including all 
20 decades, is being constructed which will surround the outside of the Shrine. St. 
Thomas More Parish is sponsoring the 
building of one decade - The Crucifixion. 
To date, we have raised $2,935 for the 
project!  The priests at the Shrine  are 
appreciative of all of the money donated  
to the project and have noted that our 
parish’s contributions have also helped 
other pieces of this project get funded! If 
you would like to contribute to the 
Rosary Project, please call Mary 
Mallinger at (512) 826-0005.  

Thank you!  

AROUND THE DIOCESE 

Hill Country Community Ministries ~ “Laces for Leander” 
HCCM is hosting their annual shoe drive, “Laces for Leander,” which collected 
over 700 pairs of new, brand name athletic shoes for children in local schools 
in 2019! This year’s collection goal is 1,000 pairs. Seeing the faces of the kids 
receiving a new pair of shoes is priceless, but it’s more than a smile - it’s 
hope, dignity and joy. Toyota of Cedar Park is hosting the “Stuff the Truck” 
event on Thursday, July 16th. At this event, six local schools will battle it 
out to see who can stuff their truck with the most shoes, and contests will be 
played this day for the schools to win additional pairs of shoes for their 

truck! In addition to the stuff the truck event, HCCM will purchase the remainder 
of the shoes needed to meet the goal. Laces for Leander provides shoes in varying 
sizes for both boys and girls aged Kindergarten through 12th grade. HCCM has 
several opportunities to get involved and be part of such an amazing and fun 
event. Volunteer opportunities for the actual distribution taking place on 
Saturday, July 31st are also available. If you would like more information, please 
contact Gene Krider at gene.krider!@hccm.org or (512) 259-0360, ext. 209. 

Cedarbrake Retreats 
Cedarbrake Catholic Retreat Center in Temple will offer a retreat entitled, 
“Discover Your Spiritual Gifts” on Saturday, July 24th from 9:00am until 
2:00pm. What are your spiritual gifts and how has our Lord called you to 
use them? “There are different kinds of spiritual gifts but the same 
Spirit.” (1 Cor 12:4) In this day retreat, participants will reflect on the ways 
the Holy Spirit empowers each of us to serve God by using our unique gifts. 
 

 

Franciscan Father Albert Haase will present “The Listening to the Voice of God” on 
Thursday, July 29th from 9:00am until 2:00pm at St. Helen Parish in Georgetown. Participants 
are invited to grow in a deeper relationship with God by learning how the Lord speaks to us in 
daily life. The day is based on Father Haase’s book titled, “Saying Yes: Discovering and 
Responding to God’s Will in Your Life.”  
 

 

The cost of each retreat is $40 and includes lunch. Register for each of these retreats by calling 
(254) 780-2436 or visit www.cedarbrake.org.  



Ethics & Integrity in Ministry (EIM) 
Keeping current with EIM training is required for all who serve in ministry at STM. We are a no tolerance 
parish. 
What is Ethics & Integrity in Ministry (EIM)? EIM is a diocesan training and screening process focused on 
helping our community prevent and respond to abuse. It includes required workshops and background checks 
for all who work or volunteer in ministry as well as policies for reporting abuse.   
Why is EIM required for all who serve in ministry at St. Thomas More? We have a shared commitment to 
ensuring our parish is a safe place for everyone, especially children and vulnerable adults. The more people who 
are aware of abuse warning signs the more effective we can be in keeping our communities safe (parish, 
neighborhood, family, schools). With this in mind, our parish community is committed to following the Diocese 
of Austin's Ethics and Integrity in Ministry (EIM) policies.  
Follow these 3 steps to stay current with EIM:  
 
 
                     
  

Visit www.stmaustin.org/eim to get started or log in to eappsdb.com/austin to  

check on when your EIM Compliance certification expires.  
 

Effective January 1, 2021, the Online EIM Training Course will fulfill the EIM Compliance requirement only for 
applicants who have an existing EIM account and have previously attended an in-person EIM Workshop. 
Additionally, new and existing applicants who have never attended an EIM Workshop in person, must attend an 
in-person EIM Workshop to fulfill their initial EIM Compliance requirement. 
 

If you are a new or existing applicant who has submitted an EIM application and need to attend an in-person 
EIM Workshop, please contact our EIM site administrator for Workshop information. Danielle White at 
dwhite@stmaustin.org or (512) 258-1161. 

The Catholic Foundation - Diocese of Austin is a non-profit 
organization established in 2007 to provide a means for 
individuals and organizations to contribute to long-term 
financial stability for the diocese and its churches, schools, 
agencies and organizations. Through the creation of individual 
endowments, the Foundation provides a means to generate 
income to help sustain the long-term strength and viability of 

Catholic institutions in Central Texas. For more information about how to include the Foundation in your will or 
estate plan, please visit www.catholicfdn.org or contact Scott Whitaker at scott-whitaker@austindiocese.org or 
(512) 949-2441. 

Catholic Charities of Central Texas 
This month, we celebrate the gift of young people in the Domestic Church. At Catholic 
Charities of Central Texas, we partner with local parishes and schools to provide 
opportunities for young people to learn, serve, give and share in our mission. To learn 
more about how to get involved and volunteer, please visit www.ccctx.org.  

https://www.stmaustin.org/eim
https://eappsdb.com/austin
http://www.ccctx.org/


Main Phone (512) 258-1161                                              

Pastor Very Rev. Michael J. O’Connor frmichael@stmaustin.org 

Parochial Vicar Rev. Callan Sweeney frcallan@stmaustin.org 

Deacon Mike Gesch  deaconmike@stmaustin.org 

Deacon Dan Lupo deacondan@stmaustin.org 

Deacon Tom Mallinger deacontomm@stmaustin.org 

Deacon Pat O’Beirne deaconpat@stmaustin.org 

Deacon Pete A. Schwab deaconpete@stmaustin.org 

Deacon Thomas Suniga deaconthomas@stmaustin.org 

STM Staff Contacts                                                                                                     Parish Office Hours: Mondays through Thursdays, 9am-12pm and 1pm-5pm                                  
Fridays, 9am-12pm  

Accounting Lori White lwhite@stmaustin.org 

Bridal Coordinator Terry Wilkes terry@stmaustin.org 

Business Administrator Andy DeHart andy1@stmaustin.org 

Communications Val Olivas volivas@stmaustin.org 

Facilities J.W. Green jw1@stmaustin.org 

Liturgy Jennifer Fangman jfangman@stmaustin.org 

Marriage & Family Life Denise Abele dabele@stmaustin.org 

Membership Danielle White dwhite@stmaustin.org 

Music Stephanie Mire smire@stmaustin.org 

 Karen Lawson  karen@stmaustin.org 

Nursery Cindy Acosta cindy1@stmaustin.org 

Fax (512) 258-8812  

Office Administrator Debra Lohrstorfer debra@stmaustin.org 

Reception Liz Franklin efranklin@stmaustin.org 

Social Outreach  Jennifer Bibbo jbibbo@stmaustin.org 

STM Gift Shop Rosalie Killian  giftshop@stmaustin.org 

Faith Formation Staff:                                 512-258-1944                     

Director Chris Scroggin cscroggin@stmaustin.org 

Asst. Director Johanna Isburgh johanna@stmaustin.org 

Elementary School Jill Goeters jill1@stmaustin.org 

Middle School Andrea Cochran andrea@stmaustin.org 

Life Teen Logan Mayes logan@stmaustin.org 

Adult Faith Dawn Rouen drouen@stmaustin.org 

Preschool Staff:  512-258-1721           

Director Cindy Acosta cindy1@stmaustin.org 

Asst. Director Julie Olesen jolesen@stmaustin.org 

Parish Council Chairpersons: 

Finance Ione Voor 954-325-2327 

Pastoral Council 
Jim Lonergan 512-940-0924 

Stewardship Dan Price    512-970-5710 

   

STM 

CARES 

Caregiver for a person with dementia? Struggling with bills? Want to talk about Need help with meals? 

New Adventures Respite Group Society of St. Vincent de Paul a difficult time? Good Samaritan 

Chantelle Morris STM Offices Stephen Ministry Meal Ministry 

(512) 771-1899 (512) 258-1161 Eileen (512) 507-9563 (480) 788-6325 

In need of healing prayer?           Mercy of God Prayer Center (formerly, Chelsea House)            Theresa Stephens (512) 834-6401 

Thank you to these advertisers that support our bulletin! 


