
 St. Thomas More Catholic Church 
10205 N. FM 620, Austin, TX 78726 ~ (512) 258-1161 ~  www.stmaustin.org 

August 29, 2021 ~ Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 



SPIRITUAL LIFE 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Tim Anderson  Andre Hebert 
Elizabeth Armes Kris Kapchinski 
Whitney Brun  Jason Mikolajek 
Mollie Bustos  Cindy Molina 
Jean Collins  Ron Muessel 
Jessica Dapper  John Nemetz 
Frank DiLorenzo Trent Overall 
Katie DiLorenzo Kevin Sutherland 
Bob Faber  Dorothy Thompson 
Jo Falkenstein  Jennifer Wiegand 
Ame Frezza  Dave Wilkes 
Nancy Gilbert  Terry Wilkes 
Judi Gilliam  Kerry Wolf 
Michael Hanson  
 

Please pray for the well-being of our fellow 
parishioners and nursing home residents.  

PRAYER FOR THE SICK 
Dear Jesus, Divine Physician and Healer of 
the sick, we turn to you in this time of 
illness. O dearest comforter of the troubled, 
alleviate our worry and sorrow with your 
gentle love, and grant us the grace and 
strength to accept this burden. Dear God, 
we place our worries in your hands. We 
place our sick under your care and humbly 
ask that you restore your servant to health 
again. Above all, grant us the grace to 
acknowledge your will and know that 
whatever you do, you do for the love of us. 
Amen. 
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1 Thes 4:13-18; Ps 96; Lk 4:16-30 
 

Intentions of Christian Hernandez 

Annie Jane Key †     

 
 

1 Thes 5:1-11; Ps 27; Lk 4:31-37 
 

Intentions of Jonathan Hernandez 
 

 
Col 1:1-8; Ps 52; Lk 4:38-44 
 

Rudolfo Buentello † 
Confessions: 9:00am - 9:30am, 

6:00pm - 7:00pm 

 

 
Col 1:9-14; Ps 98; Lk 5:1-11 
Ju 
Robert Breeze †           
 
 

 

 

Memorial of St. Gregory the Great, Pope and 
Doctor of the Church 

Col 1:15-20; Ps 100; Lk 5:33-39 
 

Intentions of Emmanuel Javier Aguilera 

Intentions of Ryan Knight 
 

Confessions: 9:00am - 9:30am 
 

 

 
Is 35:4-7; Ps 146; Jas 2:1-5; Mk 7:31-37 
J 
Intentions of all St. Thomas More Parishioners 

Confessions: 3:00pm - 4:30pm 

 
 

Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Is 35:4-7; Ps 146; Jas 2:1-5; Mk 7:31-37 
 

Kathleen Marie Sunga †  

Angel Zavala † 
Gladys Kouba and Carlene Behrens † 

Intentions of Javier and Diana Aguilera 

Andrew Mikla † 

Nathan Burke † 

Bulletin Deadline 
Submissions for the September 12th 
bulletin are due by noon on Thursday, 
September 2nd. Please submit all requests 
to Val Olivas at volivas@stmaustin.org.  

To Reach a Priest in an Emergency: 

During Office Hours:  (512) 258-1161 or 

Ater Hours:  (512) 258-1161, Opt. 1 

ADORATION SCHEDULE 
Monday - Friday from 9:00am to 10:00pm.  

To sign up, please visit stm.weadorehim.com. 

UPDATED CONFESSION SCHEDULE 
 

Please see the revised confession schedule 
below. Note: Beginning September 3rd, on 
the first Friday of each month, confessions 
may also be heard from 9:00am - 9:30am. 
 

ALL WEDNESDAYS: 9:00am until 9:30am 
and 6:00pm until 7:00pm 

FIRST FRIDAYS: 9:00am until 9:30am 

ALL SATURDAYS: 3:00pm until 4:30pm 



Within all four gospels, we often find Jesus at odds with the religious authorities of the day, particularly the Pharisees, 
Sadducees, and scribes. It is important to recognize that Jesus did not have a problem with these groups in general. It 
was only when their strongly held beliefs went against the requirements of charity that he would issue a rebuke. As 
humans, we characteristically take comfort in knowing what is right and wrong, and it is easy to become caught up 
with rules and regulations. Jesus, however, calls us to discern which teachings come from God and which are of 
human tradition. In today’s gospel, the Pharisees have fallen into the religious trap of absolutizing their own human 
traditions of outward observance, instead of following the commands of God. In terms of purification, what should 
really be washed are not cups and kettles, but their own hearts. Jesus tells his disciples that what truly defiles a 
person does not come from the food we eat; what defiles a person is the moral impurity and ethical evil that is first 
born in the heart. Therefore, we must ask ourselves before we eat together as a eucharistic community: are our 
hearts clean?  

LIVING THE PASCHAL MYSTERY 

The annual World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation, celebrated annually on September 
1st, offers to individual believers, and to the community, a precious opportunity to renew our 
personal participation in this vocation as custodians of creation, raising to God our thanks for 
the marvelous works that He has entrusted to our care, invoking His help for the protection 
of creation and His mercy for the sins committed against the world in which we live.  

- Pope Francis 

Online Giving Opportunities 
Visit our parish website at www.stmaustin.org or use this QR 
code to donate online:  
 

You may also text your donation to (855) 892-3931. 
 

THANK YOU! 

FINANCE & STEWARDSHIP 

Envelope Collection: $     17,599.74 

eGiving Collection: $     29,099.43 

eGiving Text Collection: $          150.00  

Total Weekly Collections Actual: $    46,849.17 

Total Weekly Collections Goal: $    48,100.00 

Above/(Below) Weekly Goal: ($     1,250.83)        

August Contributions 

Week Ending August 22nd 

Stewardship Reflection 
In the reading from the letter of St. James, we are urged to be “doers” of the Gospel, not just listeners. Being a 
“steward” of God’s Word is a matter of listening to the Good News, embracing the Good News and putting the Good 
News into action in our day-to-day lives. And whenever we are uncertain as to what decisions to make or actions to 
take as good stewards of the Gospel, St. James reminds us: We can never go wrong if we resist popular values that are 
not compatible with the Gospel, and we come to the aid of those who are burdened, distressed and poor. 



Coffee & Donut Ministry Resumes  
Sunday, September 5th! 

The Coffee & Donut Ministry serves 
members of our STM community by 
providing refreshments and a place 
for community fellowship after 
Sunday  morning Masses. We serve 
after the 7:30am, 9:00am and 
10:45am Masses. We are currently in 

need of additional volunteers for this wonderful ministry. 
Time commitment is one Sunday morning every six weeks on 
a team rotation. For more information, contact Diane Christy 
at ddchristy1@gmail.com! 

ST. THOMAS MORE NEWS 

St. Thomas More Gift Shop  Summer Sale! 
Hours:  Sundays, 8:00am - 1:00pm 

 

Reminder that the Gift Shop is offering any youth 
related item at 15% off  through this weekend!  

 

While currently sold out of The Great Adventure Catholic 
Bible, we are expecting a new shipment to arrive in the 
middle of September! This publication takes a life 
changing approach to Scripture! This is the bible 
referenced by Fr. Mike Schmitz in his “Bible in a Year” 
podcast. 

The Gift Shop is looking for new volunteers to serve 
our parishioners! More volunteers lightens the 
workload and provides more opportunities for the Gift 
Shop to be open. If you are interested in working in the 
Gift Shop, please call Rosalie Killian at (203) 435-7731 
or email giftshop@stmaustin.org. You may also visit 
the Gift Shop during open hours to leave your name 
and contact information!  

St. Thomas More Childcare Center 

For Children Ages Nine Months to Five Years Old 
 

We are happy to announce the reopening of the Parish Childcare Center (formerly 
known as the Nursery) at St. Thomas More, beginning Sunday, September 12th. 
This is a free service to parishioners during the 9:00am and 10:45am Sunday 
Masses. You may drop off your children 15 minutes prior to the start of Mass and 
must pick them up no later than 15 minutes following the end of Mass. Childcare is 
provided for infants at least nine months 
old (typically, infants who are mobile) 
until the child reaches five years old, or 
is enrolled in Kindergarten. This 

provision allows parents to attend Mass on Sundays giving them the 
opportunity for spiritual growth while leaving their child in a caring 
and loving environment. Interested parents may contact Cindy Acosta 
at cindy1@stmaustin.org or at (512) 258-1721, ext. 218. Also contact 
Cindy if you are interested in working as a Childcare Center Caregiver 
(paid position)!  



PRESCHOOL 

STM Preschool Receives HEB’s ~ Excellence in Education Award! 
Last spring, our Preschool was selected as 1 of 50 schools in the ENTIRE STATE OF TEXAS to receive HEB’s Excellence 
in Education Award. This award was granted as a result of the number of votes received from the community. 
HEB honored the Preschool Staff with a free lunch, a goodie bag and a raffle that included five $500 HEB gift cards for 
staff members!  
 

Registration for the 2021-2022 school year is still open; however, space is limited. A few openings remain in the  3- and 
4-year-old classes. All other classes are full!  If you are interested in reserving an opening, please email Cindy Acosta at 
cindy1@stmaustin.org or call (512) 258-1721, ext. 218. We hope you’ll join us! 

Employment Opportunities 
The Preschool is seeking loving, dedicated teachers to substitute teach all levels of our classes. This commitment 
requires a work availability on Mondays through Thursdays from 9:00am until 2:00pm. Candidates will be provided 
with a curriculum, lesson plans and support from a PHENOMENAL team of peer teachers! The most important 
qualification for this job is the LOVE of children and learning! If you are interested in substitute teaching, please 
contact Cindy Acosta at cindy1@stmaustin.org or (512) 258-1721, ext. 218. 



ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Are you searching for: 
 

 A deeper relationship with God?  

 A greater awareness of how God is at work in 
your life? 

 A sense of belonging in a faith community? 
 

To explore your questions and receive an introduction 
to the Catholic faith, check out RCIA! For more 
information, contact Dawn Rouen at 
dawn@stmaustin.org or call (512) 258-1944, ext. 235. 

Returns Saturday, October 2nd! 
 

Come Share in The 99 Experience this Fall. This powerful 
retreat and small group experience kicks off Saturday, 
October 2nd and is for all adults, whether your are active in 
your faith or just getting connected. Deepen your relationship 
with Jesus as we grow in identity, purpose and community 
together. Prayerfully, consider who you know that would 
benefit from The 99 Experience and invite them to join you. 
For more details or to register, please visit 
www.stmaustin.org/the-99. If you would like more 
information, please contact Molly Cloran at 
molly@cloran.com or call (512) 560-5522. We hope to see 
you there! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Man-UP group is resuming meetings in 
September to help men become better husbands, 
fathers and spiritual leaders of their families. This is 
a great opportunity to get to know other guys in the 
Parish who may face similar challenges in their life 
journeys. 
 

Man-UP gathers at two different times each week: 

Thursday mornings at 6:00am in the PAC 
(beginning September 16th) 

Tuesday evenings at 7:00pm in the Life House 
(beginning September 21st) 

   

For additional information, please contact Marty 
Afflerbaugh at mgafflerbaugh@gmail.com or at 
(512) 565-2398. 

Are you 55 Years or Older? 
You are invited to attend the next Young at 
Heart meeting on Tuesday, September 
14th at 11:00am in Brennan 
Auditorium. Please bring your own lunch. 
Masks are recommended. New to Young at 
Heart? Contact Dawn Rouen at 

dawn@stmaustin.org or at (512) 258-1944, ext. 235 for more 
information.                                    Join us! 

Catholic Social Teaching ~ Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
In the Gospel this Sunday, Jesus reminds us that it is not what enters from the outside which makes us impure, but 
what is deeply rooted in our hearts. In the Letter of James, we are exhorted to “humbly welcome the word that has 
been planted in you…” and to be “doers of the word and not hearers only.” God’s word is a message of love, mercy, 
compassion and freedom to all people. Is that showing in our lives? Are we rooted in that Good News so that it spills 
over to others? 

SOCIAL OUTREACH 

REGISTRATION FOR THE 2021-2022 FAITH FORMATION YEAR 
 

Register now for all classes (Kindergarten through Grade 12) at http://stmaustin.org/ff-registration. 

 

ALL CLASSES BEGIN the week of Sunday, September 26th!  

Catechists are needed for the following:  

Elementary School - 12 for Mondays (morning and evening) 

Middle School - 11 
Life Teen Core Team - 20 

 

For more information regarding Faith 
Formation classes, please visit 

http://stmaustin.org/faith-formation-home. 



This weekend marks the 3rd Annual Catholic Charities Weekend of Central Texas. This awareness campaign is in 
partnership with parishes throughout the Diocese of Austin to spread the word to our faith community about their 
mission and services. During Catholic Charities Weekend, parishes across their 25-county service region will share 
information about what they do and how parishioners can get involved in our mission, whether they need help or 
want to help others. For more information, please pick up a prayer card from the narthex. You may also visit 
www.ccctx.org or call (512) 651-6100. 

 Back-to-School Food Drive ~ Running Now through September 5th 
Hope Austin is a non-profit organization creating opportunities for the youngest 
members of our community through food security. By providing weekend meals to students 

who lose their subsidized meals offered during the school week, Hope Austin ensures the brightest future for our 
children and the broader community by ensuring children have every opportunity to learn and thrive without 
hunger. St. Thomas More’s Social Justice Ministry is sponsoring a drive to restock their inventory, helping these kids 
returning to school! Our parish is being asked to provide these items for the drive: 
 

• Mac ‘n Cheese - individual serving-sized, microwavable or Easy Mac are great options 

• Cans of pasta dishes - Ravioli, SpaghettiO’s, Spaghetti and Meatballs, etc. 
• Applesauce - in squeezable pouches 
 

Collections barrels will be placed outside of the church through September 5th. If you would prefer to offer a 
monetary donation, please visit www.hope4austin.org or mail a check to Hope Austin, 13809 Research Blvd., Ste. 810 
Austin, TX  78750. Thank you for your generosity! 

Social Justice Book Study ~ “Dignity and the Death Penalty” 
The “Dignity and the Death Penalty” book is a powerful way for Catholics in small groups to 
learn about the formal teaching of the Church on the death penalty. The faith-sharing 
sessions in this book help people absorb the rationale for the Church’s present teaching. 
This book helps people learn about solutions that are better than execution, including 
restorative justice, in which we are invited to “understand crime in terms of the people and 
relationships that were harmed rather than the law that was broken - an approach that 
values human dignity, healing, accountability and the hope of redemption for all involved.” 
Join us for this 7-week study this Fall on Wednesday evenings from 7:00pm until 
8:30pm in Room 213 or online, beginning September 15th. To sign up, please visit 
stmaustin.org/dignity-and-the-death-penalty. For more information, please contact 
Jennifer Bibbo at jbibbo@stmaustin.org or at (512) 258-1161, ext. 256. 



AROUND THE DIOCESE 

68% of Americans Don’t Have a Will. Are You One of Them?  
Over the past year, we have all learned that life can change quickly. Are you 
prepared for your family? If you are in the majority of people who do not 
have an up-to-date legal will in place, the Diocese of Austin has partnered 
with FreeWill to provide you a free, online resource that guides you through 
the process of creating a legally valid will in 20 minutes or less. Take care of 
all the changes in your life and write or update your will at 

www.freewill.com. By taking this first step, you are providing peace of mind to your family as well as yourself. 
Questions? Contact Debra Lohrstorfer at debra@stmaustin.org or by calling (512) 258-1161, ext. 214.  

Employment Opportunity 
The Finance Team at the Diocese of Austin is 
currently looking to hire a Senior Account 
Associate. This position reports to the 
Director of Parish Business Services and will 
be responsible for reviewing coding of cash 
receipts, disbursements and preparing 
financial reporting for multiple parishes. To 
learn more about this opportunity and to 
apply, please visit http://bit.ly/2Wn4vMj. 

Marriage Encounter 
The “Together in God’s Love” 
marriage preparation retreat 
will be held September 17th 
through 19th at Cedarbrake 
Catholic Retreat Center in 

Temple. The weekend includes talks on faith, 
communication, sexuality, Natural Family Planning, 
and stewardship in the context of a Catholic marriage. 
To register, please visit http://bit.ly/3B8j3Oz 

Fundraising Walk! 
Join the Society of St. Vincent de Paul - St. Thomas More Conference Team as we walk to raise 
funds and awareness at the Diocesan Council of Austin Friends of the Poor Walk! Our team “We 
do More” is raising money to serve the needs of our neighbors struggling in poverty.  

Walk Details 
 

Saturday, September 25th  

at 11:00am 

St. Albert the Great Catholic Church 

12041 Bittern Hollow 

Austin, TX  78758 

To Register for the Walk 
 

• Visit www.fopwalk.org. 

• Enter “We do More” in the Walkers Field. 

• Select St. Thomas More as the beneficiary. 

• Send the link to family and friends! 

To Donate Only 
 

(These steps ensure donations 
funnel to St. Thomas More.) 

 

• Visit http://bit.ly/3kpaat8 

• Or donate with walker, Eva       
Scott, Team Captain. 



Ethics & Integrity in Ministry (EIM) 
Keeping current with EIM training is required for all who serve in ministry at STM. We are a no tolerance parish. 
What is Ethics & Integrity in Ministry (EIM)? EIM is a diocesan training and screening process focused on 
helping our community prevent and respond to abuse. It includes required workshops and background checks 
for all who work or volunteer in ministry as well as policies for reporting abuse.   
Why is EIM required for all who serve in ministry at St. Thomas More? We have a shared commitment to 
ensuring our parish is a safe place for everyone, especially children and vulnerable adults. The more people who 
are aware of abuse warning signs the more effective we can be in keeping our communities safe (parish, 
neighborhood, family, schools). With this in mind, our parish community is committed to following the Diocese 
of Austin's Ethics and Integrity in Ministry (EIM) policies.  
Follow these 3 steps to stay current with EIM:  
 

 
                     
  

 
 

 

 
 

 

Visit www.stmaustin.org/eim to get started or log in to eappsdb.com/austin to  

check on when your EIM Compliance certification expires.  
 

EIM Workshops will be held in Brennan Auditorium at 7:00pm on  

Tuesday, August 31st • Thursday, September 9th • Tuesday, September 14th. 
 

These workshops are for new employees and new volunteers currently active in a ministry requiring EIM 
compliance. This workshop is capped at 40 attendees and is for individuals who have never attended an in-
person workshop. You must have an EIM account to attend this workshop (complete/submit the EIM 
Application at eappsdb.com/Austin). Pre-registration is required to attend.  
 

Contact EIM site administrator, Debra Lohrstorfer at (512) 258-1161, ext. 214 or at debra@stmaustin.org to be 
pre-registered for this workshop.  
 

Notes: 1) The current COVID protocol may be found here: https://stmaustin.org/covid-19-protocols-1, 2) plan 
to arrive promptly as late arrivals will not be admitted, and 3) do not bring children to the workshop. Persons 
who have an existing EIM account and are due to attend an EIM Workshop should complete the EIM online 
training at www.austindiocese.org/workshop to fulfill their compliance. Beginning in January 2022, the 
online renewal option will no longer be available. 

Volunteers Needed 
Compassus Hospice is seeking friendly volunteers, in 
the Central Texas area, to provide end-of-life support 
to patients and their families. Office administrative 
support and compassionate in person opportunities 
are available. Counties served include Bastrop, Blanco, 
Burnet, Caldwell, Hays, Travis and Williamson. For 
more information, please contact Annette at 
annette.rierson@compassus.com. 
 

Pastoral Center Seminar 
The diocesan Tribunal will host the 
“Pathway to Healing Seminar - A Spiritual 
and Emotional Healing Experience” on 
Saturday, September 18th from 9:00am 
to 4:00pm at the diocesan Pastoral Center 
in Austin. The purpose of this seminar is to 
help participants begin a journey in 
awareness of the healing process of nullity 

(annulment) through a straight-to-the-heart response to 
persons considering or already seeking a declaration of 
nullity. The seminar is a time for reflecting on the demise 
of one’s marriage by taking a journey from pain and 
loneliness to acceptance and healing. For questions, please 
contact Patricia Thompson at (512) 970-7063. To register, 
please visit www.austindiocese.org/pathwaytohealing. 

https://www.stmaustin.org/eim
https://eappsdb.com/austin


Main Phone (512) 258-1161                                              

Pastor Very Rev. Michael J. O’Connor frmichael@stmaustin.org 

Parochial Vicar Rev. Callan Sweeney frcallan@stmaustin.org 

Deacon Mike Gesch  deaconmike@stmaustin.org 

Deacon Dan Lupo deacondan@stmaustin.org 

Deacon Tom Mallinger deacontomm@stmaustin.org 

Deacon Pat O’Beirne deaconpat@stmaustin.org 

Deacon Pete A. Schwab deaconpete@stmaustin.org 

Deacon Thomas Suniga deaconthomas@stmaustin.org 

STM Staff Contacts                                                                                                     Parish Office Hours: Mondays through Thursdays, 9am-12pm and 1pm-5pm                                  
Fridays, 9am-4pm  

Accounting Lori White lwhite@stmaustin.org 

Bridal Coordinator Terry Wilkes terry@stmaustin.org 

Business Administrator Andy DeHart andy1@stmaustin.org 

Communications Val Olivas volivas@stmaustin.org 

Facilities J.W. Green jw1@stmaustin.org 

Liturgy Jennifer Fangman jfangman@stmaustin.org 

Marriage & Family Life Denise Abele dabele@stmaustin.org 

Membership Danielle White dwhite@stmaustin.org 

Music Stephanie Mire smire@stmaustin.org 

 Karen Lawson  karen@stmaustin.org 

Nursery Cindy Acosta cindy1@stmaustin.org 

Fax (512) 258-8812  

Office Administrator Debra Lohrstorfer debra@stmaustin.org 

Reception Liz Franklin efranklin@stmaustin.org 

Social Outreach  Jennifer Bibbo jbibbo@stmaustin.org 

STM Gift Shop Rosalie Killian  giftshop@stmaustin.org 

Faith Formation Staff:                                 512-258-1944                     

   
Asst. Director Johanna Isburgh johanna@stmaustin.org 

Elementary School Jill Goeters jill1@stmaustin.org 

Middle School Andrea Cochran andrea@stmaustin.org 

Life Teen Logan Mayes logan@stmaustin.org 

Adult Faith Dawn Rouen drouen@stmaustin.org 

Preschool Staff:  512-258-1721           

Director Cindy Acosta cindy1@stmaustin.org 

Asst. Director Julie Olesen jolesen@stmaustin.org 

Parish Council Chairpersons: 

Finance Ione Voor 954-325-2327 

Pastoral Council 
Jim Lonergan 512-940-0924 

Stewardship Dan Price    512-970-5710 

   

STM 

CARES 

Caregiver for a person with dementia? Struggling with bills? Want to talk about Need help with meals? 

New Adventures Respite Group Society of St. Vincent de Paul a difficult time? Good Samaritan 

Chantelle Morris STM Offices Stephen Ministry Meal Ministry 

(512) 771-1899 (512) 258-1161 Eileen (512) 507-9563 (480) 788-6325 

In need of healing prayer?           Mercy of God Prayer Center (formerly, Chelsea House)            Theresa Stephens (512) 834-6401 

Thank you to these advertisers that support our bulletin! 


