
 St. Thomas More Catholic Church 
10205 N. FM 620, Austin, TX 78726 ~ (512) 258-1161 ~  www.stmaustin.org 

September 26, 2021—Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 



SPIRITUAL LIFE 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Tim Anderson  Andre Hebert 
Elizabeth Armes Kris Kapchinski 
Whitney Brun  Jason Mikolajek 
Mollie Bustos  Cindy Molina 
Jean Collins  Ron Muessel 
Frank DiLorenzo            John Nemetz 
Katie DiLorenzo Trent Overall 
Dodie Domanski   Kevin Sutherland 
Bob Faber         Dorothy Thompson 
Jo Falkenstein  Clifford Uher 
Ame Frezza  Jennifer Wiegnd 
Nancy Gilbert  Dave Wilkes 
Judi Gillian  Terry Wilkes 
Michael Hanson Kerry Wolf 
 

Please pray for the well-being of our fellow 
parishioners and nursing home residents.  

Bulletin Deadline 
Submissions for the October 10th bulletin 
are due by noon on Thursday, September 
30th. Please submit all requests to Val 
Olivas at volivas@stmaustin.org.  

To Reach a Priest in an Emergency: 

During Office Hours:  (512) 258-1161 or 

Ater Hours:  (512) 258-1161, Opt. 1 

MASS READINGS AND INTENTIONS 
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Memorial of St. Vincent de Paul, Priest 

Zec 8:1-8; Ps 102; Lk 9:46-50 
 

Intentions of Lydia Pen a and John Watson 

Luis Centeno † 
 

 

St. Wenceslaus, Martyr; St. Lawrence Ruiz 
and Companions, Martyrs 

Zec 8:20-23; Ps 87; Lk 9:51-56 
 

Intentions of Bill and Barb Finnegan 

Lidia Rabines † 

 
Feast of Sts. Michael, Gabriel and Raphael, 
Archangels 

Dn 7:9-14; Ps 138; Jn 1:47-51 
 

Intentions of Michael and Dorothy Mullally 

Intentions of Kyle Hausmann 
Confessions: 9:00am - 9:30am, 

6:00pm - 7:00pm 

 
Memorial of St. Jerome Priest and Doctor of 
the Church 

Neh 8:1-12; Ps 19; Lk 10:1-12 

JValeria Cooke Brandt †         Grace Rathinam †           
 
 

Memorial of St. Thérèse of the Child Jesus, 
Virgin and Doctor of the Church 

Bar 1:15-22; Ps 79; Lk 10:13-16 
 

Intentions of the Peralta Family 

Steve Musil † 
Confessions: 9:00am - 9:30am 

 

 

 

Gn 2:18-24; Ps 128; Heb 2:9-11; Mk 10:2-16 
J 
Intentions of Diana Perez-Aguilera 

Leonard and Margaret Mauer † 

Confessions: 3:00pm - 4:30pm 

 

Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Gn 2:18-24; Ps 128; Heb 2:9-11; Mk 10:2-16 
 

Intentions of all St. Thomas More Parishioners 

Yvonne Ferguson †              Edward J. Burke, Jr. † 

Eufemio and Salustia Tapia † 

Rose Marie Gard †                           Michael Jacks † 

ADORATION SCHEDULE 
Monday - Friday from 9:00am to 10:00pm.  

To sign up, please visit stm.weadorehim.com. 

PRAYER FOR THE SICK 
Dear Jesus, Divine Physician and Healer of 
the sick, we turn to you in this time of 
illness. O dearest comforter of the troubled, 
alleviate our worry and sorrow with your 
gentle love, and grant us the grace and 
strength to accept this burden. Dear God, 
we place our worries in your hands. We 
place our sick under your care and humbly 
ask that you restore your servant to health 
again. Above all, grant us the grace to 
acknowledge your will and know that 
whatever you do, you do for the love of us. 
Amen. 

MASS INTENTION REQUESTS 
Mass Intentions for 2022 will be available 
to request at the parish front office 
beginning October 1st, 2021. Intentions are 
a beautiful way to honor a loved one who 
has passed or to elevate those who are 
currently in need of special prayers. Please 
prayerfully seek no more than four Mass 
Intentions per family, per year. Thank you. 



 

October Respect Life Month Activities 
 

 Baby Bank Collection (ready for pick up in the narthex) 

 John Paull II Life Center Donation Drive (coming soon!) 

 Coalition for Life - 40 Days for Life (coming soon!) 

 Movie viewing of “Just Mercy”- Saturday, October 30th 

 

 



Today’s gospel contains harsh teachings. However, we should not read the words of this gospel literally, but rather 
look for the meaning Jesus wishes to convey. The severe words about self-mutilation are to be taken figuratively, not 
literally. Jesus tells us that it would be better to go through life physically handicapped than to give scandal by our 
sinfulness and thus become spiritually maimed and unfit for the kingdom of God. The image of Gehenna refers to a 
garbage-dump valley outside the walls of Jerusalem where a fire burned constantly. This fire became a symbol of 
punishment, and the hand, foot, and eye are singled out as possible agents of sin. We are given these bodily parts to 
use as tools to help build the kingdom of God, yet at times we use them for purposes that go against God’s plan, such 
as stealing, looking upon another with envy or contempt, or causing physical harm to others. Jesus invites us to 
consider what situations or possessions tempt us toward sin in our everyday lives. Are there ways that we might 
remove these events or items from our lives so as to live in greater freedom and holiness?  

LIVING THE PASCHAL MYSTERY 

FINANCE & STEWARDSHIP 

Envelope Collection: $     16,829.87 

eGiving Collection: $     17,109.90 

eGiving Text Collection: $           150.00  

Total Weekly Collections Actual: $    34,089.77 

Total Weekly Collections Goal: $    48,100.00 

Above/(Below) Weekly Goal: ($  14,010.23)  

September Contributions 

Week Ending September 19th 

Stewardship Reflection 
St. James warns us about accepting the standards of the world and assuming that what is normative in society needs 
no countercultural challenge. The temptation to hoard riches and make sharp bargains at the expense of the 
powerless is pervasive because these things are generally done and look respectable enough. St. James points to 
God’s judgment on these attitudes and actions of amassing wealth and comfort at the expense of others. How might 
we be better stewards of the material blessings we have been given? How might we use our wealth with compassion 
toward others?  

     Celebrating the Lives of These Saints This Week 

        Memorial of                            Feast of Sts. Michael,                      Memorial of St. Jerome        Memorial of St. Thérèse 

  St. Vincent de Paul                           Gabriel and Raphael              Priest and Doctor of the Church              of Lisieux 

      September 27th                        September 29th                            September 30th                              October 1st 



ST. THOMAS MORE NEWS 

Thank You from HopeAustin 
Once again, HopeAustin is humbled by the abundant blessings St. Thomas More 
parishioners give to the students we serve each week. The food drive coincides 
beautifully with the readings of the last few weeks on Living our Faith. By the 
amount of food collected, it is clear this congregation is listening and acting. In 

addition to the food donations, we also received several monetary gifts.  These donations will be used in the next few 
weeks to ensure food security for the rising numbers of students in need within our community. Last week, 
HopeAustin received a message of gratitude, and local children will be spared the consequences of today’s hardships, 
thanks to you. Thank you, Fr. Michael, Jennifer Bibbo, Sheri Zapata and the Social Justice Ministry for being so 
dedicated in supporting HopeAustin. The most recent food drive brought in 3,526 items of food!  

With gratitude, 

Monica von Waaden, Founder/Executive Director 

Baby Banks Are Here! 
 

Baby Banks are available in 
the narthex. Pick one up on 
your way out to help St. 
Thomas More campaign to 
foster a greater respect for 
the sanctity of human life. 
Your donation will help Pro 
Life efforts in our parish 
and throughout the diocese. 
The Gabriel Project, Project 
Rachel, Sidewalk Ministry, 

Pro Life Help Line and many more will receive funds 
from this campaign. For more information, or to 
volunteer, please contact the Respect Life Ministry at 
stmrespectlife@stmaustin.org.  

Fr. Callan Receives Sir Knight’s Chalice 

Fr. Callan was presented with Sir Knight Jack Josey’s 
chalice last night in remembrance and devotion to his 
memory. Mr. Josey passed away on October 18th. He was 
a member of 9997 council and Assembly #2767. As a 
mark of respect, let us say a prayer for him and his family. 
If you would like to learn more about the tradition of this 
chalice within the Knights of Columbus organization, 
please visit http://bit.ly/3u0hGyY. 

Prayer for the “We” 
 

Holy, beloved Father, 

Your Son Jesus taught us 

that there is great rejoicing in heaven 

whenever someone lost is found, 

whenever someone excluded, rejected or discarded 

is gathered into our “we,” 

which thus becomes ever wider. 
 

We ask you to grant the followers of Jesus, 
and all people of good will, 

the grace to do your will on earth. 

Bless each act of welcome and outreach 

that draws those in exile 

into the “we” of community and of the Church, 

so that our earth may truly become what you yourself 
created it to be: 

the common home of all our brothers and sisters. 

Amen. 

Message of His Holiness Pope Francis for the 107th World Day of Migrants and Refugees 2021 

Towards an Ever Wider “We” 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

In the Encyclical Fratelli Tutte, Pope Francis expressed a 
concern and a hope that remain uppermost in his thoughts, 
“Once this health crisis passes, our worst response would be to 
plunge even more deeply into feverish consumerism and new 
forms of egotistic self-preservation. God willing, after all this, 
we will think no longer in terms of ‘them’ and ‘those,’ but only 
‘us’.” For this reason, he has devoted the Message for this year’s 
World Day of Migrants and Refugees to the theme, Towards an 
Ever Wider “We,” in order to indicate a clear horizon for our 
common journey in this world. To learn more about this year’s 
theme, please visit http://bit.ly/2ZhXPAf. 



  Opportunity! 

The Gift Shop is an endearing 
part of our St. Thomas More 
community. It is also one of the 
best Catholic stores in the north 
Austin area. We are looking for 
a new individual to oversee its 

operation. Routine responsibilities include 
inventory management, volunteer scheduling and 
monthly reporting. If you are interested, please 
contact Andy DeHart at andy1@stmaustin.org for 
more information.  

Great Adventure Catholic Bible 

The shipment of the Great Adventure Catholic Bible is here! The 
Gift Shop will contact individuals on the wait list for first 
purchase. Not on the wait list? Visit the Gift Shop to pick up your 
copy while in stock! We also have a small supply of the 
accompanying “Bible in a Year Notebook” available for sale.  

St. Thomas More Gift Shop 

 

PRESCHOOL 

Teacher Employment Opportunities 
The Preschool is seeking loving, dedicated teachers to substitute teach all levels of our classes. This commitment 
requires  work availability on Mondays through Thursdays from 9:00am until 2:00pm. Candidates will be provided 
with a curriculum, lesson plans and support from an amazing team of peer teachers! The most important 
qualification for this job is the LOVE of children and learning!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Registration for this school year is still open; however, space is limited. A few openings remain in the  3 and 4 
year old classes. All other classes are full!   
 

If you are interested in substitute teaching or enrolling your child in our amazing preschool, please contact Cindy 
Acosta at cindy1@stmaustin.org or call (512) 258-1721, ext. 218. We hope you’ll join us! 

COMEDY CLUB DINNER EVENT! 

Meet our Comedienne 
We are proud to present Ms. Kristin 
Lindner to entertain us at this 
event! Kristin is not just a 
successful stand-up comedienne, 
but she is also a successful wife and 
a mother of three. Her cleverness 
and quick wit provide an amusing 
outlook to life and the joys of 
marriage and motherhood, making 
audiences laugh until their sides 

split. A veteran in the comedy scene, Kristin was a recent 
winner of Houston’s Funniest Person contest. She tells it 
the way it is, the way it was and the way it should be!   

 

OCTOBER 29, 2021 ~ 6:30PM  

PARISH ACTIVITY CENTER 

CATERED DINNER * DRINKS * COMEDY 

$50 PER PERSON 

TICKETS AVAILABLE ONLINE AT 

https://secure.myvanco.comYGJF/home 

OR AT THE PARISH OFFICE 

Let’s put some laughter back into our lives! 



FAITH FORMATION 

 
 

 

 

 
Returns Saturday, October 2nd!  

Come Share in The 99 Experience this Fall. This powerful 
retreat and small group experience kicks off Saturday, 
October 2nd and is for all adults, whether your are 
active in your faith or just getting connected. Deepen 
your relationship with Jesus as we grow in identity, 
purpose and community together. Prayerfully, consider 
who you know that would benefit from The 99 
Experience and invite them to join you. For more details 
or to register, please visit www.stmaustin.org/the-99. If 
you would like more information, please contact Molly 
Cloran at molly@cloran.com or call (512) 560-5522. We 
hope to see you there! 

 

 

 
 

 
 

The Man-UP group resumed meetings this month to 
help men become better husbands, fathers and spiritual 
leaders of their families. This is a great opportunity to 
get to know other guys in the parish who may face 
similar challenges in their life journeys. 
 

Man-UP gathers at two different times each week: 
 

Thursday mornings at 6:00am in the PAC  

(began September 16th) 
Tuesday evenings at 7:00pm in the Life House 

(began September 21st)    

If you would like more information, please contact 
Marty Afflerbaugh at mgafflerbaugh@gmail.com or call 
(512) 565-2398. 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

 

HAVE YOU REGISTERED YOUR CHILD FOR FAITH FORMATION? 
All Faith Formation classes for the 2021-2022 year begin THIS WEEK! Our parish offers a 
choice between in-person or online class attendance. Please attend the class time for which 
you registered! 

Elementary School: 

Sunday, noon - 1:15pm   Monday, 6:30pm - 7:45pm 

Monday, 4:00pm - 5:15pm  Tuesday, 4:00pm - 5:15pm 
 

Middle School:     Sunday, 6:30pm - 8:00pm 
 

Life Teen:     Sunday, 6:30pm - 8:00pm 
If 

Registration is still open at https://stmaustin.org/ff-registration. We are very excited to have 
everyone back!  



AROUND THE DIOCESE 

St. Dominic Savio Catholic High School 

Golf  Tournament 

Interested in playing golf? 
How about supporting High 
School Athletics? SDSCHS, 
along with the Booster Club 
and Savio Athletics, is hosting 
their Annual Golf Tournament 
Fundraiser on Monday, 
October 25th at the Crystal 
Falls Golf Club. To register to 

play golf, register your team and receive a $100 price 
break, and/or purchase your sponsorship, please visit 
saviochs.ejoinme.org/eagleclassic21. As auction items 
become available, they will be posted to the site, so please 
continue to check for updates! If you are unable to 
participate in the Golf Tournament this year, please 
prayerfully consider donating to make this year’s 
endeavor a success! For more information, please contact 
boosterpresident@saviochs.org.  

Catholic Social Teaching ~ Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Regardless of our stations in life, the many gifts we possess are indicative of the presence of God which brings us 
together into one body in Christ. One of the greatest aspects of being Catholic is the certain reality that we all sit 
around the Table of the Lord without distinction. Let us see through the gifts of all people, the God of mercy and love. 

SOCIAL OUTREACH 

Fall in Love Again 
Spend a Fall day on 
Friday, October 15th at 
Cedarbrake Retreat 
Center in Temple being 
renewed in the Spirit by 
reflecting God’s love for 
you through the beauty 
and silence of nature, 
Scripture and the 

Eucharist. Brian Egan, Director of Cedarbrake, will 
lead the reflections. Mass will be celebrated. The 
retreat will be from 9:30am until 2:00pm. The cost is 
$40 and includes lunch. To register, please visit 
austindiocese.org/cedarbrake or call (254) 780-2436. 

 

If you, or someone you know is struggling with the 
loss of a loved one, please prayerfully consider 
attending (or inviting them to attend) the St. Thomas 
More Grief and Loss Support Group. This is a Catholic, 
eight-week guided and collaborative support group. 
Our goal is to find God, the Divine Healer, in our 
suffering and together seek His healing. Note: This 
support group is only for individuals that have lost a 
loved one. If you are grieving a divorce or other life 
matter, please contact our St. Thomas More Stephen 
Ministry at (512) 258-1161, ext. 256.     

Mondays, October 4th - November 29th  
(excluding Thanksgiving Week) 

Mercy of God Prayer Center 

from 9:30am until 11:30am 

To register for this support group, please visit 
www.stmaustin.org/pastoral-care. 

40 Days for Life ~ Central Texas Coalition for Life 

Please consider praying in front of Whole Woman’s Health 
at 4100 Duval Rd., just east of 183, beginning today 
through the month of October. This complex includes an 
abortion facility. Parishioners can sign up for an hourly slot 
to pray weekly at www.centraltexascoalition.com/signup. 
We hope you consider giving an hour of your time to stand 
in solidarity and pray for the unborn babies and the 
mothers who are struggling during this time of need. 



Ethics & Integrity in Ministry (EIM) 
Keeping current with EIM training is required for all who serve in ministry at STM. We are a no tolerance parish. 
What is Ethics & Integrity in Ministry (EIM)? EIM is a diocesan training and screening process focused on 
helping our community prevent and respond to abuse. It includes required workshops and background checks 
for all who work or volunteer in ministry as well as policies for reporting abuse.   
Why is EIM required for all who serve in ministry at St. Thomas More? We have a shared commitment to 
ensuring our parish is a safe place for everyone, especially children and vulnerable adults. The more people who 
are aware of abuse warning signs the more effective we can be in keeping our communities safe (parish, 
neighborhood, family, schools). With this in mind, our parish community is committed to following the Diocese 
of Austin's Ethics and Integrity in Ministry (EIM) policies.  
Follow these 3 steps to stay current with EIM:  
 

 
                     
  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Visit www.stmaustin.org/eim to get started or log in to eappsdb.com/austin to  

check on when your EIM Compliance certification expires.  
 

 

Effective January 1, 2021, the Online EIM Training Course will fulfill the EIM Compliance requirement only for 
applicants who have an existing EIM account and  have previously attended an in-person EIM Workshop. 
Additionally, new and existing applicants who have never attended an EIM Workshop in person, must attend an 
in-person EIM Workshop to fulfill their initial EIM Compliance requirement. 
 

If you or a new existing applicant who has submitted an EIM application and need to attend an in-person EIM 
Workshop, please contact our EIM site administrator for Workshop information, Danielle White at 
dwhite@stmaustin.org or (512) 258-1161. Beginning in January 2022, the online renewal option will no 
longer be available. 

68% of Americans Don’t Have a Will. Are You One of Them?  
Over the past year, we have all learned that life can change quickly. 
Are you prepared for your family? If you are in the majority of people 
who do not have an up-to-date legal will in place, the Diocese of 
Austin has partnered with FreeWill to provide you a free, online 
resource that guides you through the process of creating a legally 
valid will which can be updated at any time, as life events change. 

Take care of all the changes in your life and write or update your will at https://bit.ly/2YciG7x. By taking this first 
step, you are providing peace of mind to your family as well as yourself.  

https://www.stmaustin.org/eim
https://eappsdb.com/austin


Main Phone (512) 258-1161                                              

Pastor Very Rev. Michael J. O’Connor frmichael@stmaustin.org 

Parochial Vicar Rev. Callan Sweeney frcallan@stmaustin.org 

Deacon Mike Gesch  deaconmike@stmaustin.org 

Deacon Dan Lupo deacondan@stmaustin.org 

Deacon Tom Mallinger deacontomm@stmaustin.org 

Deacon Pat O’Beirne deaconpat@stmaustin.org 

Deacon Pete A. Schwab deaconpete@stmaustin.org 

Deacon Thomas Suniga deaconthomas@stmaustin.org 

STM Staff Contacts                                                                                                     Parish Office Hours: Mondays through Thursdays, 9am-12pm and 1pm-5pm                                  
Fridays, 9am-4pm  

Accounting Lori White lwhite@stmaustin.org 

Bridal Coordinator Terry Wilkes terry@stmaustin.org 

Business Administrator Andy DeHart andy1@stmaustin.org 

Communications Val Olivas volivas@stmaustin.org 

Facilities J.W. Green jw1@stmaustin.org 

Liturgy Jennifer Fangman jfangman@stmaustin.org 

Marriage & Family Life Denise Abele dabele@stmaustin.org 

Membership Danielle White dwhite@stmaustin.org 

Music Stephanie Mire smire@stmaustin.org 

 Karen Lawson  karen@stmaustin.org 

Nursery Cindy Acosta cindy1@stmaustin.org 

Fax (512) 258-8812  

Office Administrator Debra Lohrstorfer debra@stmaustin.org 

Reception Liz Franklin efranklin@stmaustin.org 

Social Outreach  Jennifer Bibbo jbibbo@stmaustin.org 

STM Gift Shop Rosalie Killian  giftshop@stmaustin.org 

Faith Formation Staff:                                 512-258-1944                     

   
Asst. Director Johanna Isburgh johanna@stmaustin.org 

Elementary School Jill Goeters jill1@stmaustin.org 

Middle School Andrea Cochran andrea@stmaustin.org 

Life Teen Logan Mayes logan@stmaustin.org 

Adult Faith Dawn Rouen drouen@stmaustin.org 

Preschool Staff:  512-258-1721           

Director Cindy Acosta cindy1@stmaustin.org 

Asst. Director Julie Olesen jolesen@stmaustin.org 

Parish Council Chairpersons: 

Finance Ione Voor 954-325-2327 

Pastoral Council 
Jim Lonergan 512-940-0924 

Stewardship Dan Price    512-970-5710 

   

STM 

CARES 

Caregiver for a person with dementia? Struggling with bills? Want to talk about Need help with meals? 

New Adventures Respite Group Society of St. Vincent de Paul a difficult time? Good Samaritan 

Chantelle Morris STM Offices Stephen Ministry Meal Ministry 

(512) 771-1899 (512) 258-1161 Eileen (512) 507-9563 (480) 788-6325 

In need of healing prayer?           Mercy of God Prayer Center (formerly, Chelsea House)            Theresa Stephens (512) 834-6401 

Thank you to these advertisers that support our bulletin! 


