
 St. Thomas More Catholic Church 
10205 N. FM 620, Austin, TX 78726 ~ (512) 258-1161 ~  www.stmaustin.org 

October 17, 2021—Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 



SPIRITUAL LIFE 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Tim Anderson  Jason Mikolajek 
Elizabeth Armes Cindy Molina 
Whitney Brun  Ron Muessel 
Mollie Bustos  John Nemetz 
Jean Collins  Fr. Michael O’Connor 
Frank DiLorenzo            Barbara Ohradzansky 
Katie DiLorenzo Trent Overall 
Dodie Domanski   Kevin Sutherland 
Jo Falkenstein         Dorothy Thompson 
Ame Frezza  Clifford Uher 
Nancy Gilbert  Jennifer Wiegand 
Judi Gillian  Dave Wilkes 
Michael Hanson Terry Wilkes 
Andre Hebert  Kerry Wolf 
Kris Kapchinski 
 

Please pray for the well-being of our fellow 
parishioners and nursing home residents.  

Bulletin Deadline 
Submissions for the October 31st bulletin 
are due by noon on Thursday, October 21st. 
Please submit all requests to Val Olivas at 
volivas@stmaustin.org.  

To Reach a Priest in an Emergency: 

During Office Hours:  (512) 258-1161 or 

After Hours:  (512) 258-1161, Opt. 1 

MASS READINGS AND INTENTIONS 
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Feast of St. Luke, Evangelist 

2 Tm 4:10-17; Ps 145; Lk 10:1-9 

Intentions of the Sotillo Family 
Diana Wise † 
 

 

 
 

Sts. John de Brébeuf and Isaac Jogues, 

Priests, and Companions, Martyrs 
Rom 5:12-21; Ps 40; Lk 12:35-38 
 

Kathrine Landry Prager †                 Brian Hoey † 
 

 

 

 

 

St. Paul of the Cross, Priest 

Rom 6:12-18; Ps 124; Lk 12:39-48 
 

Matthew Uhl †                         Dorothy S. Kuenzí  † 
Confessions: 9:00am - 9:30am, 

6:00pm - 7:00pm 
 

 
 

Rom 6:19-23; Ps 1; Lk 12:49-53 
 

Shirley Burke †                                 Vince Pardue † 
 

 

 
 

St. John Paul II, Pope 
Rom 7:18-25; Ps 119; Lk 12:54-59 
 

Intentions of the Fandino Family 

Luis Centeno † 
 

 
 

 

Jer 31:7-9; Ps 126; Heb 5:1-6; Mk 10:46-52 
J 
Tom and Virginia Stanton † 

Intentions of Beth Jones 

 

 
Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Jer 31:7-9; Ps 126; Heb 5:1-6; Mk 10:46-52 
 

Intentions of all St. Thomas More Parishioners 
Cameron Kelty † 

Intentions of Jack Nicholson 

Casey Copeland †                       Roy Q. Heath, Sr. †  

Isilda Costa Marting †                    Lidia Rahines † 

ADORATION SCHEDULE 

Monday - Friday from 9:00am to 10:00pm.  

To sign up, please visit stm.weadorehim.com. 

PRAYER FOR THE SICK 
Dear Jesus, Divine Physician and Healer of 
the sick, we turn to you in this time of 
illness. O dearest comforter of the troubled, 
alleviate our worry and sorrow with your 
gentle love, and grant us the grace and 
strength to accept this burden. Dear God, 
we place our worries in your hands. We 
place our sick under your care and humbly 
ask that you restore your servant to health 
again. Above all, grant us the grace to 
acknowledge your will and know that 
whatever you do, you do for the love of us. 
Amen. 

MASS INTENTION REQUESTS 
 

Mass Intentions for 2022 are available to 
request at the parish front office. Intentions 
are a beautiful way to honor a loved one 
who has passed, or to elevate those who are 
currently in need of special prayers. Please 
prayerfully seek no more than four Mass 
Intentions per family, per year. Thank you. 

We will pray a decade of the Rosary after daily Mass  
during the month of October. 



In today’s gospel, there is a sense that the disciples are still hoping for a tangible victory that will usher in Jesus’ 
earthly kingship, and James and John have the audacity to ask for privileged seats when Jesus enters into his glory. 
Again and again, Jesus teaches his disciples that true greatness lies not in power, prestige, and authority but in the 
humble service one person can offer another. This lesson is difficult to learn, however, and it seems that the disciples 
need constant reminders to let go of the desire for personal gain. In addition, James’ and John’s request seems to 
irritate the other disciples, which suggests that they, too, fail to grasp that the way to glory in Jesus’ kingdom is the 
cross. The greatest among the disciples must put the concerns and needs of others ahead of their own. Jesus often 
asks, “What do you wish me to do for you?” His humble regard to the will of others trained him for his final act of 
service on the cross. Disciples who seek greatness will make themselves the servant of others because that is what 
Jesus did.  

LIVING THE PASCHAL MYSTERY 

Stewardship Reflection 
In today’s Gospel, Jesus teaches his disciples that whoever wishes to be great among them must be a servant, just as 
he came to be a servant. Good stewards know that their “greatness” is found in God, and is affirmed by a serving 
heart, a Spirit-filled life, a humble walk and a commitment to acting in ways that glorify God. The “greatness” we feel 
about ourselves is rooted in a proper view of God in our lives and a proper view of our place in creation. It is from 
here that we derive our sense of identity and our belief that human life is particularly valuable. Not to be a servant of 
the Gospel and others would be poor stewardship. In what ways do we serve the Gospel in our daily lives? 

FINANCE & STEWARDSHIP 

Envelope Collection: $     19,956.84 

eGiving Collection: $     33,570.85 

eGiving Text Collection: $             50.00  

Total Weekly Collections Actual: $     53,577.69 

Total Weekly Collections Goal: $     48,100.00 

Above/(Below) Weekly Goal: $       5,477.69  

October Contributions 

Week Ending October 10th 

New Synod Process Launch 
As many of you may know, Pope Francis has convened the XVI 
Ordinary Synod of Bishops for the Universal Church with the theme 
of Synodality. With that, you are invited to join Bishop Va squez at 
the Mass for the opening of the Diocese of Austin phase of the Synod 
this Thursday, October 21st at St. Mary Cathedral at 
6:30pm. Underscoring that the synodal path is a shared journey 
among the whole People of God, your presence is an essential part of 
the working of the Holy Spirit not only in this Local Church, but also 
in the Universal Church. Over the coming weeks and months, you 
will receive more information as to how you are called to participate 
in the Synod here at the parish and in the wider Diocese of Austin 
community. 



 



Diaconal Formation Office 
In today’s gospel, Jesus declares the hallmark of His 
ministry: “For the Son of Man did not come to be served 
but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for many.” (Mk 
10:45) The call to serve is the foundation of the 
proclamation of the gospel to a broken and hurting world. 
To assist the Bishop and his priests in proclaiming the 
Gospel of healing service, God calls some men to be their 
collaborators in ordained ministry as deacons. Starting this 
coming December, the Diaconal Formation Office will begin 
accepting applications for the class of 2028, which will 

commence formation in January 2023. Men between the ages of 30 and 59 
sensing God’s call to the permanent diaconate, and their wives, are invited to 
attend one of a series of upcoming inquiry sessions to be held in locations 
around the diocese. Dates and locations will be forthcoming. 

STM Blood Drive 

Saturday, October 23rd 
Life House, 8:00am-2:00pm 

To reserve your donation time, 
please visit bit.ly/3BtMo6V. As a 
thank you for your donation, all 
donors receive free chile con queso 
from Torchy’s Tacos! 

WELCOME BACK, ST. THOMAS MORE! PARISH SPONSORED COMEDY CLUB DINNER 

Meet our Comedienne 
 

St. Thomas More Parish is proud to 
present Ms. Kristin Lindner to 
entertain us at this event! Kristin is not 
just a successful standup comedienne, 
but she is also a successful wife and a 
mother of three. Her cleverness and 
quick wit provide an amusing outlook 
to life and the joys of marriage and 
motherhood, making audiences laugh 
until their sides split. A veteran in the 

comedy scene, Kristin was a recent winner of Houston’s 
Funniest Person contest. She tells it the way it is, the way 
it was and the way it should be!   

OCTOBER 29, 2021 ~ 6:30PM  

PARISH ACTIVITY CENTER 

CATERED DINNER * DRINKS * COMEDY 

$50 PER PERSON 

TICKETS AVAILABLE ONLINE AT 

https://secure.myvanco.com/YGJF/home 

OR AT THE PARISH OFFICE 

Let’s put some laughter back  

into our lives! 

St. Thomas More to Host the Silver Rose Pilgrimage 
The Knights of Columbus will be hosting the Silver Rose following the Saturday, 5:00pm Mass on 
October 23rd. The Silver Rose is a program what shows unity of the Knights of Columbus in 
Canada, the United States and Mexico, and is designed to promote the dignity of human life and 
to honor Our Lady. There are a series of hand-crafted Silver Roses that travel throughout the 
three countries before completing its pilgrimage in Mexico on December 12th, the Feast of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe. To learn more, please visit http://bit.ly/3iXmLnx. 

St. Thomas More’s Men’s Club 
 

The Men’s Club would like to invite men of the 
parish, 21 years old and older, to join us for 
socializing and volunteering. The Men’s Club is 
primarily a social club which meets monthly to 
chat, tell stories, laugh and enjoy each other’s 
company. We also volunteer for parish projects 
and fundraising events. You might know us from 
our Easter pork loin roasts and Thanksgiving 
turkey smoking. If you are looking for a way to 

connect more personally with your fellow men of the parish, we are here 
for you. This month’s meeting is on Wednesday, October 20th at 7:30pm 
in the PAC. For more information, please visit stmaustin.org/mens-club 
or contact Paul Gelencser at paulgel@yahoo.com or at (512) 832-4146.  

Christmas Bazaar Vendors! 
 

Time to get into the Christmas Spirit for 
the upcoming St. Thomas More 
Christmas Bazaar! This year’s theme is 
“It’s the Most Wonderful Time of the 
Year!” The bazaar will be held on 
December 4th and 5th in the PAC. If you 
are a vendor (no direct sales companies, 
please), you are invited to complete the 
vendor application at 
tinyurl.com/3u4dt7uc. The deadline for 
vendor application is Friday, October 
22nd. For additional information, please 
email stmxmasbazaar@gmail.com.  



SOCIAL OUTREACH 

Catholic Social Teaching ~ 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
“A human person is alienated if he refuses to transcend himself and to live the experience of self-giving and of the 
formation of an authentic human community oriented towards his final destiny, which is God.” (St. Paul II). May we 
open wide the doors of our hearts through the humble service we effect in society, particularly for the 
socioeconomically impoverished. 

Respect Life - Baby Donation Drive  
Throughout October’s Respect Life Month, the Knights of Columbus invite all parishioners to 
donate the following items to support the John Paul II Life Center: 
 

Diapers - Newborn to Size 6                      New Car Seats  

New  Pack ‘n Play Portable Sleepers             Baby Wipes  

  (Unfortunately, we cannot accept used items.) 
 

Donations may be placed in the bassinet located outside of the church doors through the month of 
October and dropped off at any hour, for your convenience. To make a monetary donation, 
please visit https://stmknights.org/diapers. Thank you! 

FAITH FORMATION 

PRESCHOOL 

Annual “Write the Check” Campaign 
The preschool is excited to kick-off its annual “Write the Check” Campaign fall FUNdraiser for the 
2021-2022 school year! We are challenging the fans of Paw Patrol “TO HELP US MEET OUR 
GOAL!”  Previous fundraisers have paid for MANY improvement projects for the preschool. This 
year, we will replace worn classroom furniture and purchase additional manipulatives and 
classroom materials. Keep in mind that each dollar raised goes directly back to the children! If 

you are interested in donating to this simple fundraiser, simply drop off a check made out to St. Thomas More 
Preschool in the parish front office, or to donate online, please visit http://bit.ly/3leajS4. THANK YOU! 

Confirmation Orientation Meeting 
There will be an Orientation meeting on Wednesday, October 20th and 
Thursday, October 21st at 6:30pm, in Brennan Auditorium (attend only one). 
One parent and the teen MUST be present at the same meeting. This meeting is 
MANDATORY for anyone interested in Confirmation this school year.  

 

Middle School Retreat  
This retreat will be held on October 23rd and 24th at Camp Champions in Marble Falls. It is a weekend of faith, food, 
friends and memories. The incredible retreat team will be Juniors and Seniors from our parish, along with Andrea 
Cochran and Logan Mayes. Cost is $85 and the deadline to register is THIS Sunday, October 17th!    

 

Catholic Boarding School Texas Tour 2021 
St. Thomas More is hosting the Catholic Boarding School Texas Tour this year! Join us on Wednesday, October 27th 
from 5:00pm - 7:00pm in the PAC and meet representatives from top boarding schools in the United States. 
 

Saint Bede Academy      St. Stanislaus    Flintridge Sacred Heart 

          Peru, IL     Bay St. Louis, MS   La Canada Flintridge, CA 
 

Maur Hill Mount Academy       Chaminade College Prep School            Academy of the Sacred Heart 

           Atchison, KS                               St. Louis, MO                 Grand Coteau, LA 
 

           Marianapolis       Subiaco Academy                  Schola Villanova 

          Thompson, CT               Subiaco, AR                                         Ojai, CA 
 

Registration 
You may still register for this year’s classes at stmaustin.org/ff-registration. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The first Sunday of Advent is only a few weeks away, 
and volunteers are gearing up for St. Thomas More’s 
2021 Advent Giving Tree Season! As we do each year 
during Advent, we will encourage parishioners to take gift 
tags from our trees to help us provide Christmas gifts and 
gift cards to Central Texas individuals and families in need. 
We have begun gathering information from non-profit 
organizations. We also encourage you to let us know of 
anyone at St. Thomas More who needs assistance in making 
Christmas 2021 a little brighter. Please submit the Advent 
Giving Tree Form to provide us with information about 
members of the community who need help with 
Christmas gifts for themselves, or their family members, 
because of their current financial situation. Forms are 
available from Liz Franklin in the parish reception office. All 
Advent Giving Tree forms must be returned no later 
than Monday, October 25th. For additional information, 
please contact Laura Lavergne at (512) 771-3138 
or lauraclavergne@yahoo.com. Thank you for your prayers 
and assistance in support of this joyous ministry!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 Do you want to learn more about this new 
ministry at St. Thomas More? 

 

 Do you want to be part of something big? 
 

 This ministry is open to ALL: Seniors, Adults, 
Teens, Tweens, Children, Families and Singles! 

 

 Come learn more at our table  

        after all Masses this weekend. 
 

 For details, please contact Linda Sandish at 
L4N3A@twc.com. 

St. Thomas More Hospice Education Workshop 
 

The word “hospice” can 
raise a number of scary 
and confusing questions. 
Please join us for a 
workshop on what hospice 
care is all about. Learn 
how it is in the keeping 
with Catholic Church 

teachings on dying with dignity and how it can be a life-
giving experience for patient and family alike. The workshop 
will be held on Monday, October 25th at 9:30am in Room 
213 and repeated in the same location at 6:30pm. This 
workshop will be facilitated by our own St. Thomas More 
parishioner, Judy Rupprecht, RN. 

Movie Showing of  

“Just Mercy” 
 

Saturday, October 30th 

2:00pm - 4:00pm 

Life House 
 

Join the Social Justice Ministry 
as they view the movie “Just 
Mercy.” The movie is about a 
world-renowned civil rights 
defense attorney, Bryan 
Stevenson, who works to free a 

wrongly condemned death row prisoner. Individual 
snacks and bottled water will be served. Please RSVP 
at www.stmaustin.org/social-justice-ministry. 

Online Donations Continue! 
Thank you to all who participated in raising funds and awareness at the 
Diocesan Council of Austin Friends of the Poor Walk! Donations are still 
coming in; it’s not too late to donate! Please visit www.bit.ly/3kpaat8 to 
donate to this cause. Donating at this link ensures your donations funnel to 
St. Thomas More’s Conference Team! Thank you so much for your 
generosity! 

mailto:lauraclavergne@yahoo.com


Religious Vocations Volunteers Needed 
Are you interested in joining a group that will provide a meal once 
a month for up to twelve women who are discerning consecrated 
life? Consider answering this call from our Diocese of Austin 
Vocation Director, Fr. Greg Gerhart. Over the past 15 years, 
Charlee Knight has helped with these monthly dinners through 
the Borromeo House under Fr. Greg’s leadership. If you are 
interested in serving in this ministry, please contact Charlee at 
(512) 705-1885 or ceknight123@gmail.com. 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 

Parent Information 
Sessions 

Prospective parents are 
invited to attend an 
Information Session to 
learn how academic 
excellence, stewardship 
and Catholic faith 

formation guide students’ lives at Holy Family Catholic 
School. During this session, parents will learn about the 
school, enjoy a parent-led campus tour  and hear about 
the admission process. Did you know that Holy Family 
has more than 600 students and is a Blue-Ribbon 
School, For more information, please contact Michele 
Nash at mnash@holyfamilycs.org or (512) 246-4455. 
Applications for the 2022-2023 school year will be 
accepted beginning November 1, 2021. 

 

The St. John Paul II Foundation invites all married and 
engaged couples in the Diocese of Austin to the first 
Together in Holiness Marriage Conference on Saturday, 
November 6th from 11:00am - 6:00pm at St. William 
Catholic Church in Round Rock. Dynamic presentations, 
Mass, Adoration and Reconciliation will be offered. Guest 
speakers are Dr. Andrew and Sarah Swafford. Registration 
is $59 per couple or $35 per individual. Scholarships are 
available upon request. Onsite childcare (2-5 years in age) 
is already available with pre-registration. For more 
information, please visit togetherinholiness.org or email 
erin@forlifeandfamily.org. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Think a Marriage Encounter Weekend is only for troubled 
marriages? Nothing could be further from the truth! It is a 
romantic, faith-filled weekend with the purpose of 
enriching already good marriages. The next weekend will 
be held on November 5th - 7th at Cedarbrake Renewal 
Center. Following that, another weekend is set for January 
7th - 9th at the Wingate Hotel in Round Rock. To ensure a 
space for either weekend, please visit www.wwme.org, 
email wwmeaustin@gmail.com or call (512) 677-9963 to 
apply.  

Hill Country Community Ministries will be collecting new and 
gently-used coats and blankets through Sunday, October 
31st! You may drop your donations off in the barrels located on 
the porch of the Life House. Additionally, if you or someone you 
know needs a coat and blanket for the winter and are not a 
current HCCM client, please visit www.jlaustin.org/coats. As 
always, thank you for your generosity in helping others! 



Ethics & Integrity in Ministry (EIM) 
Keeping current with EIM training is required for all who serve in ministry at STM. We are a no tolerance parish. 
What is Ethics & Integrity in Ministry (EIM)? EIM is a diocesan training and screening process focused on 
helping our community prevent and respond to abuse. It includes required workshops and background checks 
for all who work or volunteer in ministry as well as policies for reporting abuse.   
Why is EIM required for all who serve in ministry at St. Thomas More? We have a shared commitment to 
ensuring our parish is a safe place for everyone, especially children and vulnerable adults. The more people who 
are aware of abuse warning signs the more effective we can be in keeping our communities safe (parish, 
neighborhood, family, schools). With this in mind, our parish community is committed to following the Diocese 
of Austin's Ethics and Integrity in Ministry (EIM) policies.  
Follow these 3 steps to stay current with EIM:  
 

 
                     
  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Visit www.stmaustin.org/eim to get started or log in to eappsdb.com/austin to  

check on when your EIM Compliance certification expires.  
 

 

Effective January 1, 2021, the Online EIM Training Course will fulfill the EIM Compliance requirement only for 
applicants who have an existing EIM account and  have previously attended an in-person EIM Workshop. 
Additionally, new and existing applicants who have never attended an EIM Workshop in person, must attend an 
in-person EIM Workshop to fulfill their initial EIM Compliance requirement. 
 

If you or a new existing applicant who has submitted an EIM application and need to attend an in-person EIM 
Workshop, please contact our EIM site administrator for Workshop information, Danielle White at 
dwhite@stmaustin.org or (512) 258-1161. Beginning in January 2022, the online renewal option will no 
longer be available. 

68% of Americans Don’t Have a Will. Are You One of Them?  
Over the past year, we have all learned that life can change quickly. 
Are you prepared for your family? If you are in the majority of people 
who do not have an up-to-date legal will in place, the Diocese of 
Austin has partnered with FreeWill to provide you a free, online 
resource that guides you through the process of creating a legally 
valid will which can be updated at any time, as life events change. 

Take care of all the changes in your life and write or update your will at https://bit.ly/2YciG7x. By taking this first 
step, you are providing peace of mind to your family as well as yourself.  

https://www.stmaustin.org/eim
https://eappsdb.com/austin


Main Phone (512) 258-1161                                              

Pastor Very Rev. Michael J. O’Connor frmichael@stmaustin.org 

Parochial Vicar Rev. Callan Sweeney frcallan@stmaustin.org 

Deacon Mike Gesch  deaconmike@stmaustin.org 

Deacon Dan Lupo deacondan@stmaustin.org 

Deacon Tom Mallinger deacontomm@stmaustin.org 

Deacon Pat O’Beirne deaconpat@stmaustin.org 

Deacon Pete A. Schwab deaconpete@stmaustin.org 

Deacon Thomas Suniga deaconthomas@stmaustin.org 

STM Staff Contacts                                                                                                     Parish Office Hours: Mondays through Thursdays, 9am-12pm and 1pm-5pm                                  
Fridays, 9am-4pm  

Accounting Lori White lwhite@stmaustin.org 

Bridal Coordinator Terry Wilkes terry@stmaustin.org 

Business Administrator Andy DeHart andy1@stmaustin.org 

Communications Val Olivas volivas@stmaustin.org 

Facilities J.W. Green jw1@stmaustin.org 

Liturgy Jennifer Fangman jfangman@stmaustin.org 

Marriage & Family Life Denise Abele dabele@stmaustin.org 

Membership Danielle White dwhite@stmaustin.org 

Music Stephanie Mire smire@stmaustin.org 

 Karen Lawson  karen@stmaustin.org 

Childcare Center Cindy Acosta cindy1@stmaustin.org 

Fax (512) 258-8812  

Office Administrator Debra Lohrstorfer debra@stmaustin.org 

Reception Liz Franklin efranklin@stmaustin.org 

Social Outreach  Jennifer Bibbo jbibbo@stmaustin.org 

STM Gift Shop Rosalie Killian  giftshop@stmaustin.org 

Faith Formation Staff:                                 512-258-1944                     

   
Asst. Director Johanna Isburgh johanna@stmaustin.org 

Elementary School Jill Goeters jill1@stmaustin.org 

Middle School Andrea Cochran andrea@stmaustin.org 

Life Teen Logan Mayes logan@stmaustin.org 

Adult Faith Dawn Rouen drouen@stmaustin.org 

Preschool Staff:  512-258-1721           

Director Cindy Acosta cindy1@stmaustin.org 

Asst. Director Julie Olesen jolesen@stmaustin.org 

Parish Council Chairpersons: 

Finance Ione Voor 954-325-2327 

Pastoral Council 
Jim Lonergan 512-940-0924 

Stewardship Dan Price    512-970-5710 

   

STM 

CARES 

Caregiver for a person with dementia? Struggling with bills? Want to talk about Need help with meals? 

New Adventures Respite Group Society of St. Vincent de Paul a difficult time? Good Samaritan 

Chantelle Morris STM Offices Stephen Ministry Meal Ministry 

(512) 771-1899 (512) 258-1161 Eileen (512) 507-9563 (480) 788-6325 

In need of healing prayer?           Mercy of God Prayer Center (formerly, Chelsea House)            Theresa Stephens (512) 834-6401 

Thank you to these advertisers that support our bulletin! 


