
STM 

CARES 

Caregiver for a person with dementia? Struggling with bills? Want to talk about Need help with meals? 

New Adventures Respite Group Society of St. Vincent de Paul a difficult time? Good Samaritan 

Chantelle Morris STM Offices Stephen Ministry Meal Ministry 

(512) 771-1899 (512) 258-1161 Eileen (512) 507-9563 (480) 788-6325 

In need of healing prayer? Mercy of God Prayer Center (formerly, Chelsea House) Theresa Stephens (512) 834-6401 



SPIRITUAL LIFE 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Tim Anderson Jason Mikolajek 
Elizabeth Armes Cindy Molina 
Whitney Brun Ron Muessel 
Mollie Bustos John Nemetz 
Jean Collins Fr. Michael O’Connor 
Frank DiLorenzo Barbara Ohradzansky 
Katie DiLorenzo Trent Overall 
Dodie Domanski Kevin Sutherland 
Jo Falkenstein Dorothy Thompson 
Ame Frezza Clifford Uher 
Nancy Gilbert Bernadette Vogel 
Judi Gilliam Jennifer Wiegand 
Michael Hanson Dave Wilkes 
Andre Hebert Terry Wilkes 
Kris Kapchinski Kerry Wolf 
 

Please pray for the well-being of our fellow 
parishioners and nursing home residents. 

Bulletin Deadline 
Submissions for the December 5th bulletin 
are due by noon on Thursday, November 
25th. Please submit all requests to 
asanchez@stmaustin.org. 

To Reach a Priest in an Emergency: 

During Office Hours: (512) 258-1161 

After Hours: (512) 258-1161, Opt. 1 

MASS READINGS AND INTENTIONS 
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7:30 a.m. 

9 a.m. 

10:45 a.m. 

5 p.m. 

Memorial of Saint Cecilia, Virgin and Martyr 
Dn 1:1-6, 8-20; Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56; Lk 21:1-4 

Communion Service 

St. Clement I, Pope & Martyr; St. Columban, 
Abbot; Blsd. Miguel Agustín Pro, Priest & Martyr 

Dn 2:31-45; Dn 3:57, 58, 59, 60, 61; Lk 21:5-11 

Intentions of Amy Allen 

Holy Souls † 

Memorial of St. Andrew Dũng-Lḁc, Priest, and 
Companions, Martyrs 

Dn 5:1-6, 13-14, 16-17, 23-28; Dn 3:62, 63, 
64, 65, 66, 67; Lk 21:12-19 

Armando Salazar † 

Holy Souls † 

Adoration: 9 a.m. -  noon. 
Confessions: 9 - 9:30am, 

No evening Confessions 

Thanksgiving Day 

Sir 50:22-24; Ps 145:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9, 10-11; 
1 Cor 1:3-9; Lk 17:11-19 

In thanksgiving for all STM parishioners living 
and deceased. 
Holy Souls † 
No Adoration 

Dn 7:2-14; Dn 3:75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 80, 81; 
Lk 21:29-33 

No Mass or Adoration 

Jer 33:14-16; Ps 25:4-5, 8-9, 10, 14; 1 Thes 
3:12—4:2; Lk 21:25-28, 34-36 

The Duffin and Zimmerman Families † 

Gerald Schneider † 

Confessions: 3 - 4:30 p.m. 

First Sunday of Advent 
Jer 33:14-16; Ps 25:4-5, 8-9, 10, 14; 1 Thes 
3:12—4:2; Lk 21:25-28, 34-36 

Pat Smith † 

Richard Dominguez † Mary Savoldi † 

Donald and Martha Norton † Charchere Family † 

Intentions of all St. Thomas More Parishioners 

ADORATION SCHEDULE 

Monday & Tuesday: 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
To sign up, please visit stm.weadorehim.com. 

Advent Preview 
Advent can take on a whole new dynamic 
when we journey through the season 
after reconciling our relationship with 
God through the sacrament of Confession. 
So that we can all have this opportunity, 
STM will host an Advent Penance 
Service on December 9th at 2 p.m. and 
7 p.m. where multiple priests will be in 
the church offering the opportunity for 
this reconciliation to happen. 

Advent Liturgy of the Word for 
Children in kindergarten through fifth 
grade will be offered during the 
10:45 a.m. Mass, November 28th, 
December 5th, 12th and 19th. The children 
will process to Brennan Auditorium for 
the readings and a kid friendly homily 
then return to their parents at the 
Offertory. This will be a wonderful 
experience for our children to prepare 
their hearts for the true meaning of 
Christmas. 

mailto:asanchez@stmaustin.org


Each year we end the liturgical cycle with the solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe. Today’s gospel 
focuses on the otherworldly aspect of Christ’s kingship. Jesus is arrested by his own people, but the chief priests are not 
able to put him to death, since executions are under the discretion of the Roman authorities. Jesus now stands before 
Pontius Pilate, accused of proclaiming himself “King of the Jews” and therefore threatening Caesar’s rule of the land of 
Israel. However, Jesus’ kingdom is not from this world, it is not humanly conceived, and it does not operate like other 
political entities. Moreover, Jesus’ kingdom is not sustained by violence. The basis of Jesus’ kingdom is truth, a very 
different basis than that of earthly kings and rulers. The truth of Jesus is the basis on which we can build to transform the 
world so it more closely mirrors God’s kingdom of love and justice in the here and now. Another difference between 
earthly kings and Jesus is that he does not demand special treatment. He states that his mission is one of service and the 
self-gift of his life to the world. We worship Jesus, the King of the Universe, who humbled himself to die on a cross and then 
rose in glory. Let us proclaim the truth of who he is with every word we speak and every action we undertake. 

LIVING THE PASCHAL MYSTERY 

Stewardship Reflection 
The exchange between Jesus and Pilate in today’s Gospel is, arguably, the most important exchange in all of literature. 
Pilate asks Jesus: “What have you done?” Jesus replies that he testifies to the truth. In the second reading we are 
reminded of the essence of that truth: Christ, ruler of all, loves us, liberates us from the bonds of sin, makes us a new 
kingdom. As we approach the Advent season, this week would be a good time to reflect on the question: What have 
we done in our daily lives, in our actions, words, private prayer, and in our interaction with others, to testify 
that Jesus is Lord? 

FINANCE & STEWARDSHIP 

If you make purchases online from Amazon, please visit smile.amazon.com 
to log in to your account. From there, you can search for your preferred 
charity. Select St. Thomas More, Austin as the charity that you would like 
to support. A percentage of your purchases will be donated to our parish! 

Envelope Collection: $ 36,352.09 

eGiving Collection: $ 15,332.60 

eGiving Text Collection: $ 150.00 

Total Weekly Collections Actual: $ 51,834.69 

Total Weekly Collections Goal: $ 48,100.00 

Above/(Below) Weekly Goal: $ 3,734.69 

Hermanas Dominicas Mission $ 9,248.10 

November Contributions 

Week Ending November 14th 

This Week’s Special Collection  
The collection for the Catholic Campaign for Human Development will be taken up 
this weekend. With this collection, we support programs that address the root causes 
of poverty and provide a sustainable future for those struggling across the country. In 
addition, 25% of the funds collected remain in our diocese to fund local anti-poverty 
projects. Please prayerfully consider how you can support this collection and those 
working on the margins. Donations may be made as you attend Mass or online at 
bit.ly/STMCCHD. 

https://smile.amazon.com
https://bit.ly/STMCCHD


ST. THOMAS MORE NEWS 

The Knights of Columbus Holiday 
Nuts Sales will continue after 
all weekend Masses through December 
19th (excluding Thanksgiving 
weekend). The Knights will also be 
selling nuts at the Christmas Bazaar 
on December 4th & 5th. 

Credit/debit card is the preferred payment method, 
but cash and checks are also accepted. All proceeds 
from this sale benefit seminarians studying for the 
priesthood and other worthy charitable causes. The 
Knights will be selling pecans, almonds, walnuts, 
cashews, chocolate covered nuts, candy coated 
pretzels and other nut items. Purchase early, while 
supplies last, to meet your needs for holiday 
cooking, snacks and fun! The Knights are accepting 
orders for these products online at stmknights.org/
nuts. The website will offer details on how to pick up 
your online order. 

It is Advent, pre-Christmas and storewide 
sale time in the Gift Shop! 

Sundays, 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. on 11/21, 11/28 and 12/5 

25% off Advent, Christmas, gifts and most products in 
the shop! There are Advent wreaths, candles, candle 
holders, calendars and more. We have new Christmas 
items including ornaments, Holy Family figurines, 
conversation blocks, magnets, rosaries, fonts, plaques, 

crosses and so many 
Christian and seasonal 
gifts. 2021 Sunday missals 
are also available. We look 
forward to your visit! 

The Gift Shop is an 
endearing part of our 
community. It is also one 
of the best Catholic stores 
in the north Austin area. 
We are looking for a new 

individual to oversee its operation. Routine 
responsibilities include new inventory management, 
volunteer scheduling and monthly reporting. If 
interested, please contact Andy DeHart at 
andy1@stmaustin.org for more information. 

Lectio Divina for Advent 
Let us prepare for the coming of Christ by embracing 
the Lectio Divina prayer practice, in which we use 
Scripture to discern God's will for our lives. Let us meet 
on Monday evenings in December from 7 to 8:30 p.m. If 
you would like to attend, please email 
deacondan@stmaustin.org with Lectio in the subject 
line; in the body please note if you prefer Zoom, in 
person at St. Thomas More Parish, or doesn't matter. 

Schoenstatt Shrine Rosary Project Update 
 

St. Thomas More Parish is sponsoring the building of a 
decade - The Crucifixion - along the large, outdoor 
rosary trail at the Marian Shrine of Our Lady of 
Schoenstatt. To date, we have raised $3,830 for 
the project! 

The priests at the Shrine 
are appreciative of all of 
the money donated to 
the project and have 
noted that our parish’s 
contributions have also 
helped other pieces of 
this project get funded! 

If you would like to 
contribute to the 
Rosary Project, please 
call Mary Mallinger at 
(512) 826-0005. 

#iGiveCatholic is Approaching 

#iGiveCatholic on Giving Tuesday (November 30th) is an opportunity for the faithful across the nation and globe to 
come together to raise charitable dollars for a good cause. Here are two great opportunities you can support. Scan 
the respective QR code to be taken to the giving page. 

Supporting the St. Vincent de Paul Society 
will assist in the mission to make a difference 
for those in need around Central Texas, 
especially during the holiday season. 

Supporting iGive to Walk the Way of the Cross 
will help us restore and improve the outdoor 
Stations of the Cross path that is used by 
countless faithful throughout the year. 

https://stmknights.org/nuts
https://stmknights.org/nuts
mailto:andy1@stmaustin.org
mailto:deacondan@stmaustin.org






SOCIAL OUTREACH 

Catholic Social Teaching 
Accomplishing the mysteries of human redemption, Christ presents an eternal and universal kingdom that is a 
kingdom of truth, life, holiness, grace, justice, love and peace. The love of Christ impels us to help facilitate the 
reorienting of this contemporary society to God by mercifully working for these very principles in our daily lives. 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

Congratulations to Sabrina Cheshire and Robert Ross. Sabrina received the sacrament of 
Confirmation and First Communion from Father James Misko on Saturday, October 30th. Robert 
received his First Communion and Confirmation from Father Callan on Sunday, November 7th. 
Through the support of their family, friends and the parish community, they have journeyed 
through the RCIA process and accepted God’s call to joyfully join us at the Eucharistic table. Please 
continue to pray for all in RCIA as they travel their faith journey. 

If you are interested in exploring the RCIA process, please call Dawn Rouen at (512) 258-1944, ext. 235 or email her 
at dawn@stmaustin.org. 

Diaper and Wipe Drive Results 
During Respect Life Month (October), the STM 
Knights of Columbus planned and organized a baby 
diaper and wipe drive benefitting the St. John Paul 
II Life Center. Our church community went above 
and beyond! 

Here are the results of your generosity: 

• 12,647 Diapers 

• 24,312 Wipes 

• 2 Pack-N-Plays 

• $250 Cash Donations 

The Knights of Columbus extend our heartfelt 
thanks to STM parishioners for your generosity 
during the October Diaper Drive. God Bless you for 
putting life at the forefront of your lives. 

MLF Thanksgiving 
“From Our Home to Yours” is 
back! We are in need of meals to 
give to those in need of a home 
cooked meal for Thanksgiving. 
Please contact Monica Zavala at 
monicasmile08@gmail.com to 
see how you can help! 

mailto:dawn@stmaustin.org
mailto:monicasmile08@gmail.com


The Advent Giving Trees are here! The 
gifts you provide as part of this ministry 
support families and individuals in need 
within our St. Thomas More community and 
beyond. In conjunction with multiple 
nonprofits, such as Mobile Loaves and 
Fishes, St. Vincent de Paul Society, 
Annunciation Maternity Home, and St. 
Louise House, you can help make the 
Christmas season a bit brighter for our gift 
recipients. Trees will be outside before and 
after weekend masses on November 20th & 
21th and November 27th & 28th. Return 
your gifts and cards to STM no later than 
Sunday, December 5th. Each AGT tag 
represents an individual person. To ensure 
every person gets their Christmas gift, please 
remember to attach the tag(s) you take 
securely to the unwrapped gift(s) you 
return to the church. Thank you for your 
prayers and generosity for this special 
project! 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 

At Catholic Charities of Central Texas, our counselors promote the social, emotional and 
spiritual wellbeing of our clients. For health and safety during the COVID-19 pandemic, our 
counseling sessions are offered both in-person or through our “virtual therapy” portal. For 
more information or to schedule an appointment, call (512) 651-6150 (Austin office). 

Silent Advent Retreat at Cedarbrake 
December 3rd - 5th 

Cost is $265 for a private room, $215 for a shared room 

Enter the silence of the Advent Season with time to 
meditate on God’s love for us in sending His only 
begotten Son. Franciscan Fr. Albert Haase will give two 
reflections during this retreat that will also include 
Eucharistic Adoration, Mass and the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation. All meals are included. 

What is Laudato Si’? 
Are we supposed to read it? 

How does this have anything to do with the poor? 
This Advent, take a step toward stewardship and prepare yourself 
for the coming of Jesus by reading, understanding and discussing 
what Pope Francis called us all to do back in 2015. Make this a family 
event as this program will be suited to high schoolers and upward. 
Give yourself to God for a few hours each week of Advent to read 
Laudato Si’. Then, either: 

• Participate for one hour, one 
day a week, for three weeks 
(Tuesday, December 7th, 14th & 
21st at 7 p.m.) and, via Zoom, 
gather with others to discuss the 
chapters assigned that week, or; 

• Join others, in person, at St. 
Thomas More on Sunday, 
December 19th at 2 p.m. 

There is no cost for this program. 
A free copy of Laudato Si’ (as a 
pdf) is on the Creation Care Team 
webpage. Either download it, and 
print it out or read it off your 
computer/tablet. A copy of the 
Encyclical can be found in the STM 
Library as well. 

Please sign up at https://www.stmaustin.org/creation-care-team 
and indicate if you will be participating via Zoom or in-person and 
how many from your family will attend. Further information will be 
given upon signing up. 

https://www.stmaustin.org/creation-care-team


Ethics & Integrity in Ministry (EIM) 
Keeping current with EIM training is required for all who serve in ministry at STM. We are a no tolerance parish. 
What is Ethics & Integrity in Ministry (EIM)? EIM is a diocesan training and screening process focused on 
helping our community prevent and respond to abuse. It includes required workshops and background checks 
for all who work or volunteer in ministry as well as policies for reporting abuse. 
Why is EIM required for all who serve in ministry at St. Thomas More? We have a shared commitment to 
ensuring our parish is a safe place for everyone, especially children and vulnerable adults. The more people who 
are aware of abuse warning signs the more effective we can be in keeping our communities safe (parish, 
neighborhood, family, schools). With this in mind, our parish community is committed to following the Diocese 
of Austin's Ethics and Integrity in Ministry (EIM) policies. 
Follow these 3 steps to stay current with EIM: 

 

 
Visit www.stmaustin.org/eim to get started or log in to eappsdb.com/austin to 

check on when your EIM Compliance certification expires. 
 

Effective January 1, 2021, the Online EIM Training Course will fulfill the EIM Compliance requirement only for 
applicants who have an existing EIM account and  have previously attended an in-person EIM Workshop. 
Additionally, new and existing applicants who have never attended an EIM Workshop in person, must attend an 
in-person EIM Workshop to fulfill their initial EIM Compliance requirement. 
 

If you are a new applicant who has submitted an EIM application and need to attend an in-person EIM 
workshop, please contact our EIM site administrator for workshop information, Danielle White at 
dwhite@stmaustin.org or (512) 258-1161. Beginning January 2022, the online renewal option will no 
longer be available. 

Are You Called to Serve 
as a Deacon? 

Men between the ages of 30 and 50, 
sensing God’s call to the permanent 
diaconate are invited to attend one of the 
following inquiry sessions offered by the 
Office of Diaconal Formation on the 
following Sundays (2 - 5 p.m.): 

December 12th, St. Joseph Parish, Bryan 

January 9th, St. Elizabeth of Hungary Parish, Pflugerville 

February 13th, St. John the Evangelist Parish, Marble Falls 

March 13th, St. Joseph Parish, Killeen 
April 10th, Santa Cruz Parish, Buda 

Wives are also invited to attend the sessions. Applications for the 
diaconal formation class of 2028 will be accepted beginning 
December 1st. Additional information can be found at 
www.austindiocese.org/welcome. 

St. Dominic Savio Catholic 
High School Parent 

Information Session 

Prospective parents are invited to an 
information session on Friday, 
December 3rd from 9 to 10:30 a.m. 
The staff find it vital to their mission to 

provide parents every 
opportunity to learn about 
the many possibilities 
awaiting their children at 
Savio. For this reason, 
they are pleased to offer 
both in-person and virtual 

sessions. Contact Michele Nash, 
Admissions Assistant via email, 
mnash@holyfamilycs.org, to register or 
for more information. 

https://www.stmaustin.org/eim
https://eappsdb.com/austin
mailto:dwhite@stmaustin.org
https://www.austindiocese.org/welcome
mailto:mnash@holyfamilycs.org


Main Phone (512) 258-1161 Fax (512) 258-8812 

Pastor Very Rev. Michael J. O’Connor frmichael@stmaustin.org 

Parochial Vicar Rev. Callan Sweeney frcallan@stmaustin.org 

Deacon Mike Gesch deaconmike@stmaustin.org 

Deacon Dan Lupo deacondan@stmaustin.org 

Deacon Tom Mallinger deacontomm@stmaustin.org 

Deacon Pat O’Beirne deaconpat@stmaustin.org 

Deacon Pete A. Schwab deaconpete@stmaustin.org 

Deacon Thomas Suniga deaconthomas@stmaustin.org 

STM Staff Contacts 
Parish Office Hours: Mondays through Thursdays, 9am-12pm and 1pm-5pm                                  

Fridays, 9am-4pm 

Accounting Lori White lwhite@stmaustin.org 

Bridal Coordinator Terry Wilkes terry@stmaustin.org 

Business Administrator Andy DeHart andy1@stmaustin.org 

Communications Adrian Sanchez asanchez@stmaustin.org 

Facilities J.W. Green jw1@stmaustin.org 

Liturgy Jennifer Fangman jfangman@stmaustin.org 

Marriage & Family Life Denise Abele dabele@stmaustin.org 

Membership Danielle White dwhite@stmaustin.org 

Music Stephanie Mire smire@stmaustin.org 

 Karen Lawson karen@stmaustin.org 

Childcare Center Cindy Acosta cindy1@stmaustin.org 

10205 N FM 620, Austin, TX 78726 www.stmaustin.org 

Office Administrator Debra Lohrstorfer debra@stmaustin.org 

Reception Liz Franklin efranklin@stmaustin.org 

Social Outreach Jennifer Bibbo jbibbo@stmaustin.org 

STM Gift Shop Rosalie Killian  giftshop@stmaustin.org 

(512) 258-1944 Faith Formation Staff: 

   
Asst. Director Johanna Isburgh johanna@stmaustin.org 

Elementary School Jill Goeters jill1@stmaustin.org 

Middle School Andrea Cochran andrea@stmaustin.org 

Life Teen Logan Mayes logan@stmaustin.org 

Adult Faith Dawn Rouen drouen@stmaustin.org 

Preschool Staff:  (512) 258-1721 

Director Cindy Acosta cindy1@stmaustin.org 

Asst. Director Julie Olesen jolesen@stmaustin.org 

Parish Council Chairpersons: 

Finance Ione Voor (954) 325-2327 

Pastoral Council Jim Lonergan (512) 940-0924 

Stewardship Dan Price (512) 970-5710 

   


