


SPIRITUAL LIFE 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Tim Anderson Jason Mikolajek 
Elizabeth Armes Cindy Molina 
Whitney Brun Ron Muessel 
Mollie Bustos John Nemetz 
Jean Collins Fr. Michael O’Connor 
Frank DiLorenzo Barbara Ohradzansky 
Katie DiLorenzo Trent Overall 
Dodie Domanski Kevin Sutherland 
Jo Falkenstein Dorothy Thompson 
Ame Frezza Clifford Uher 
Nancy Gilbert Bernadette Vogel 
Judi Gilliam Jennifer Wiegand 
Michael Hanson Dave Wilkes 
Andre Hebert Terry Wilkes 
Kris Kapchinski Kerry Wolf 
 

Please pray for the well-being of our fellow 
parishioners and nursing home residents. 

Bulletin Deadline 
Submissions for the December 5th bulletin are due by 9 a.m. on Monday, November 29th. Please submit all requests 
to asanchez@stmaustin.org. 

To Reach a Priest in an Emergency: 

During Office Hours: (512) 258-1161 

After Hours: (512) 258-1161, Opt. 1 

MASS READINGS AND INTENTIONS 
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7:30 a.m. 

9 a.m. 

10:45 a.m. 

5 p.m. 

Is 2:1-5; Ps 122:1-2, 3-4b, 4cd-5, 6-7, 8-9; 
Mt 8:5-11 

Communion Service 

Feast of Saint Andrew, Apostle 

Rom 10:9-18; Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11; Mt 4:18-22 

Grace Rathinam † Diana Wise † 

Holy Souls † 

Is 25:6-10a; Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6; Mt 15:29-37 

Jeyam Michael † 
Confessions: 9-9:30 a.m.; 6-7 p.m. 

Is 26:1-6; Ps 118:1 and 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a; 
Mt 7:21, 24-27 

Terry & Chuck Holm † 

Memorial of Saint Francis Xavier, Priest 
Is 29:17-24; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; Mt 9:27-31 

Gloria Heyl † 

Bar 5:1-9; Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6; Phil 1:4-6, 
8-11; Lk 3:1-6 

Vincent Riccio † Louis Mauthe † 

Confessions: 3 - 4:30 p.m. 

Second Sunday of Advent 

Bar 5:1-9; Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6; Phil 1:4-6, 
8-11; Lk 3:1-6 
George Gardiner Wood † 
Intentions of Maggie Knight 
Intentions of all St. Thomas More Parishioners 
Emil Balusek † 

ADORATION SCHEDULE 

Monday - Friday: 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
To sign up, please visit stm.weadorehim.com. 

A Prayer for the Sick 
Dear Jesus, Divine Physician and Healer of 
the sick, we turn to you in this time of 
illness. O dearest comforter of the troubled, 
alleviate our worry and sorrow with your 
gentle love, and grant us the grace and 
strength to accept this burden. Dear God, 
we place our worries in your hands. We 
place our sick under your care and humbly 
ask that you restore your servant to health 
again. Above all, grant us the grace to 
acknowledge your will and know that 
whatever you do, you do for the love of us. 
Amen. 

Mass Intention Requests 
Mass Intentions for 2022 are available to 
request at the parish reception office. 

Caregiver for a person with dementia? Struggling with bills? Want to talk about Need help with meals? 

New Adventures Respite Group Society of St. Vincent de Paul a difficult time? Good Samaritan 

Chantelle Morris STM Offices Stephen Ministry Meal Ministry 

(512) 771-1899 (512) 258-1161 Eileen (512) 507-9563 (480) 788-6325 

In need of healing prayer? Mercy of God Prayer Center (formerly, Chelsea House) Theresa Stephens (512) 834-6401 

mailto:asanchez@stmaustin.org




#GivingTuesday is right around the corner! On Tuesday, November 30th we invite you to partner with us once again 
as we participate in #iGiveCatholic. This year’s project, iGive to Walk the Way of the Cross,  is an opportunity for 
us to fund the restoration and improvement of our beloved Stations of the Cross path located between the 
church and columbarium. 

For almost 40 years, parishioners and visitors alike have walked this path contemplating the mysteries of the 
passion, death and resurrection of our Lord. Your gift to the project will ensure the path will be available for another 
40+ years for countless other parishioners and visitors to journey with our risen Lord along the Way of the Cross. 
We plan to repair uneven sidewalks, prune and remove hazardous trees, replace the landscape 
lighting, restore the individual stations as well as install new stone planters, landscaping and 
irrigation. The estimated cost for this project is $115,000—our goal is to cover these costs 
during #iGiveCatholic! 

You can make your gift on our giving page by visiting https://bit.ly/iGiveSTM or scanning 
the QR code with your phone’s camera. Thank you so much for your generosity! 

Today we begin a new liturgical year. Marking time through the liturgical year is an important part of our Christian 
journey, as it allows us to align our hearts and minds more deeply with Christ and enter more fully into the paschal 
mystery. It is important to remember that the waiting we experience now during this time of preparation for the coming of 
God is intimately connected to not only Christmas, but also the entirety of Christ’s life, death, and resurrection. Our 
Scriptures each Sunday of Advent celebrate Christ’s coming in history two millennia ago, his coming into our present lives 
and needs, and his future advent when God’s plan for our salvation reaches its fullness. The gospel today reminds us that 
as Christians, we wait for something more than the celebration of the historical coming of Christ at Christmas. Jesus tells 
his disciples that a day will come when all must stand before the Son of Man. Like the disciples, we too wait for the coming 
of Christ at the end of time, a time where sin, fear, and injustice will be no more. This waiting is an important part of the 
twofold nature of Advent.  

LIVING THE PASCHAL MYSTERY 

Stewardship Reflection 
On this first Sunday of Advent, the Gospel reading depicts Jesus warning his followers about the end-time. He urges 
them to pray, be vigilant, spiritually awake, avoid self-indulgence, spiritual malaise, and a preoccupation with 
anxiety. Jesus advises against a lifestyle of earthly pleasures and worry. These will not matter when the Lord asks for 
an account of our stewardship. Stewards realize their lives are not just about the here and now. They know 
themselves to be reflections of God’s active presence in the world and witnesses of the Lord’s promises. As we begin 
this season of hope, let us reflect on the practical effect of having every waking moment in our lives dedicated to the 
Lord. 

FINANCE & STEWARDSHIP 

If you make purchases online from Amazon, please visit smile.amazon.com 
to log in to your account. From there, you can search for your preferred 
charity. Select St. Thomas More, Austin as the charity that you would like 
to support. A percentage of your purchases will be donated to our parish! 

Due to adjusted publisher deadlines caused by the Thanksgiving holiday, the collection results for the week 

ending on November 21st will be reported in the December 5th edition of The Bulletin. 

https://bit.ly/iGiveSTM
https://smile.amazon.com


ST. THOMAS MORE NEWS 

The Knights of Columbus Holiday 
Nuts Sales will continue after 
all weekend Masses through December 
19th (excluding Thanksgiving 
weekend). The Knights will also be 
selling nuts at the Christmas Bazaar 
on December 4th & 5th. 

Credit/debit card is the preferred payment method, 
but cash and checks are also accepted. All proceeds 
from this sale benefit seminarians studying for 
the priesthood and other worthy charitable causes. 
The Knights will be selling pecans, almonds, walnuts, 
cashews, chocolate covered nuts, candy coated 
pretzels and other nut items. Purchase early, while 
supplies last, to meet your needs for holiday 
cooking, snacks and fun! The Knights are 
accepting orders for these products online at 
stmknights.org/nuts. The website will offer details 
on how to pick up your online order. 

It is Advent, pre-Christmas and storewide 
sale time in the Gift Shop! 

8 a.m. - 1 p.m. on November 28th and December 5th 

25% off Advent, Christmas, gifts and most products in 
the shop! There are Advent wreaths, candles, candle 
holders, calendars and more. We have new Christmas 
items including ornaments, Holy Family figurines, 
conversation blocks, magnets, rosaries, fonts, plaques, 

crosses and so many 
Christian and seasonal 
gifts. 2021 Sunday missals 
are also available. We look 
forward to your visit! 

The Gift Shop is an 
endearing part of our 
community. It is also one 
of the best Catholic stores 
in the north Austin area. 
We are looking for a new 

individual to oversee its operation. Routine 
responsibilities include new inventory management, 
volunteer scheduling and monthly reporting. If 
interested, please contact Andy DeHart at 
andy1@stmaustin.org for more information. 

Lectio Divina for Advent 
Let us prepare for the coming of Christ by embracing the 
Lectio Divina prayer practice, in which we use Scripture 
to discern God's will for our lives. Let us meet on 
Monday evenings in December from 7 to 8:30 p.m. If you 
would like to attend, please email 
deacondan@stmaustin.org with Lectio in the subject 
line; in the body please note if you prefer Zoom, in 
person at St. Thomas More Parish, or doesn't matter. 

Library Ministry Gathering and Orientation 

Current, interested and former library ministers are 
invited to a festive gathering and orientation on Sunday, 
December 12th from 12:30 to 2 p.m. in the library. It has 
been almost two years since we were last able to meet 
in person due to the pandemic and it is time to get 
reacquainted with each other and the changes in the 
library. If you know someone who may be interested, 
bring him or her with you, all are welcome as we do 
need to rebuild our ranks. 

https://stmknights.org/nuts
mailto:andy1@stmaustin.org
mailto:deacondan@stmaustin.org


FAITH FORMATION 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

PRESCHOOL 

Are you 
searching for: 

 A deeper relationship 
with God?  

 A greater awareness 
of how God is at work 
in your life? 

 A sense of belonging 
in a faith community? 

 A deeper look into what Catholics believe and how 
we live our faith?  

To explore your questions, and receive an introduction 
to the Catholic faith, check out RCIA! Please contact 
Dawn Rouen at (512) 258-1944 x235. 

YAH Gathering 

Everyone ages 55 and 
older are invited to 
attend the YAH meeting 
on Tuesday, December 
14th, in Brennan 
Auditorium at 11 a.m. 
The theme is "Advent" 
with Deacon Dan. 

To celebrate Christmas 
together, we will share a catered lunch at $10 per 
person. If you are interested, please RSVP by email to 
Kathy Turner, kcturner44@icloud.com. 

New to YAH? Contact Dawn at (512) 258-1944, x235 or 
dawn@stmaustin.org for more information. Join us! 

Santa’s Workshop 

The Middle School students will host their annual December service project, Santa's Workshop, on December 11th 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. in Brennan Auditorium. Children ages 4 to 7 will spend the day playing games, making holiday 
crafts, visiting with Santa, enjoying snacks and a movie, all while being guided by a Middle School helper. The cost for 
this event is $10 per child. Registration forms can be picked up in the Religious Education Office. 

Thank you for supporting the Preschool! 

St. Thomas More Preschool would like to thank Fr. 
Michael and the entire parish community for the support 
and generosity during our annual fundraiser! Due to the 
generosity of the preschool parents and the STM 
parishioners, the preschool raised over $12,000 in our 
annual “Write the Check” campaign! 

The money raised will be used to add to classroom 
materials, manipulatives, restroom upgrades and 
other needs as they are encountered! THANK YOU! 

If you know anyone who is interested in our 
wonderful preschool, please send them our way! 
Interested parties can contact the Preschool 
Director, Cindy Acosta at cindy1@stmaustin.org or 
512-258-1721 x218 

mailto:kcturner44@icloud.com
mailto:dawn@stmaustin.org
mailto:cindy1@stmaustin.org


SOCIAL OUTREACH 

Catholic Social Teaching 
“Listening to the cry of those who suffer violence and are oppressed by unjust systems and structures, and hearing 
the appeal of a world that by its perversity contradicts the plan of its Creator, we have shared our awareness of the 
Church's vocation to be present in the heart of the world by proclaiming the Good News to the poor, freedom to the 
oppressed, and joy to the afflicted” (1971 World Synod of Bishops, Justice in the World, 5). 

This is the last weekend to select tags 
from our Advent Giving Trees! Return 
your gifts and cards to STM no later than 
Sunday, December 5th. Each AGT tag 
represents an individual person. To ensure 
every person gets their Christmas gift, please 
remember to attach the tag(s) you take 
securely to the unwrapped gift(s) you return 
to the church. Thank you for your prayers 
and generosity for this special project! 

What is Laudato Si’? 
Are we supposed to read it? 

How does this have anything to do with the poor? 
This Advent, take a step toward stewardship and prepare yourself 
for the coming of Jesus by reading, understanding and discussing 
what Pope Francis called us all to do back in 2015. Make this a 
family event as this program will be suited to high schoolers and 
upward. Give yourself to God for a few hours each week of Advent 
to read Laudato Si’. Then, either: 

• Participate for one hour, one day a 
week, for three weeks (Tuesday, 
December 7th, 14th & 21st at 7 p.m.) and, 
via Zoom, gather with others to discuss 
the chapters assigned that week, or; 

• Join others, in person, at St. Thomas 
More on Sunday, December 19th at 2 
p.m. 

There is no cost for this program. A free 
copy of Laudato Si’ (as a pdf) is on the 
Creation Care Team webpage. Either 
download it, and print it out or read it off 

your computer/tablet. A copy of the Encyclical can be found in the 
STM Library as well. 

Please sign up at https://www.stmaustin.org/creation-care-team 
and indicate if you will be participating via Zoom or in-person and 
how many from your family will attend. Further information will 
be given upon signing up. 

Respect Life Ministry - Adoration 

Catholics across the country will join 
together in Eucharistic Adoration on the eve 
of December 1st—the day when the Supreme 
Court hears the landmark pro-life case Dobbs 
vs. Jackson Women’s Health. 

Please join the Respect Life Ministry in 
Adoration on Tuesday, November 30th or 
Wednesday, December 1st anytime between 
9 a.m. and 10 p.m. Please make time in your 
schedule to come to Adoration during those 
times and pray for this important decision. 

Making a Difference 
in Our Community 

Drive a Senior Northwest, who 
transports independent living seniors to 
thousands of appointments each year, 
could use your support. You could make 
a year-end financial contribution toward 
our $35,000 goal for our 35 years of 
service. Or you could make a New Year’s 

resolution to become a volunteer driver in the northwest Austin, 
Cedar Park and Leander area that we serve. 

Please contact DAS NW today at driveaseniornorthwest.org or call 
(512) 250-5021. Financial gifts may be made online or mailed to 
10633 Lake Creek Parkway, Austin, TX 78750. The volunteer form, 
found online, may be mailed in too. Thank you for your support of 
Drive a Senior Northwest! 

https://www.stmaustin.org/creation-care-team
http://driveaseniornorthwest.org/


AROUND THE DIOCESE 

The St. Gabriel’s Pregnancy and Parenting Program has expanded to provide increased 
mentorship and advocacy to new and expectant mothers and fathers as they work to provide a 
safe and healthy start to life for their children. For more information or to schedule an 
appointment call (512) 651-6100. 

Silent Advent Retreat at Cedarbrake 
December 3rd - 5th 

Cost is $265 for a private room, $215 for a shared room 

Enter the silence of the Advent Season with time to 
meditate on God’s love for us in sending His only 
begotten Son. Franciscan Fr. Albert Haase will give two 
reflections during this retreat that will also include 
Eucharistic Adoration, Mass and the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation. All meals are included. Visit 
cedarbrake.org to register and find more info. 

Heart of Jesus Discernment Retreat for Men 

Heart of Jesus is a discernment retreat for men. Brothers, might God 
be calling you to the priesthood? Take this opportunity to consider 
this question, listen to various talks by priests and seminarians, and 
socialize with brothers who are discerning the same questions as 
yourself. We’ll also celebrate Mass and spend time in prayer and 
Adoration. Heart of Jesus will take place at Cedarbrake Retreat 
Center in Belton from Wednesday, December 15th at 6 p.m. until 
Friday, December 17th at 1 p.m. The cost to attend is $35. Meals and 
lodging are included in this cost. This event is open to single men 18 
to 40 years old. RSVP at godiscalling.me. 

https://cedarbrake.org
https://godiscalling.me


Ethics & Integrity in Ministry (EIM) 
Keeping current with EIM training is required for all who serve in ministry at STM. We are a no tolerance parish. 
What is Ethics & Integrity in Ministry (EIM)? EIM is a diocesan training and screening process focused on 
helping our community prevent and respond to abuse. It includes required workshops and background checks 
for all who work or volunteer in ministry as well as policies for reporting abuse. 
Why is EIM required for all who serve in ministry at St. Thomas More? We have a shared commitment to 
ensuring our parish is a safe place for everyone, especially children and vulnerable adults. The more people who 
are aware of abuse warning signs the more effective we can be in keeping our communities safe (parish, 
neighborhood, family, schools). With this in mind, our parish community is committed to following the Diocese 
of Austin's Ethics and Integrity in Ministry (EIM) policies. 
Follow these 3 steps to stay current with EIM: 

 

 
Visit www.stmaustin.org/eim to get started or log in to eappsdb.com/austin to 

check on when your EIM Compliance certification expires. 
 

Effective January 1, 2021, the Online EIM Training Course will fulfill the EIM Compliance requirement only for 
applicants who have an existing EIM account and  have previously attended an in-person EIM Workshop. 
Additionally, new and existing applicants who have never attended an EIM Workshop in person, must attend an 
in-person EIM Workshop to fulfill their initial EIM Compliance requirement. 
 

If you are a new applicant who has submitted an EIM application and need to attend an in-person EIM 
workshop, please contact our EIM site administrator for workshop information, Danielle White at 
dwhite@stmaustin.org or (512) 258-1161. Beginning January 2022, the online renewal option will no 
longer be available. 

Are You Called to Serve 
as a Deacon? 

Men between the ages of 30 and 50, 
sensing God’s call to the permanent 
diaconate are invited to attend one of the 
following inquiry sessions offered by the 
Office of Diaconal Formation on the 
following Sundays (2 - 5 p.m.): 

December 12th, St. Joseph Parish, Bryan 

January 9th, St. Elizabeth of Hungary Parish, Pflugerville 

February 13th, St. John the Evangelist Parish, Marble Falls 

March 13th, St. Joseph Parish, Killeen 
April 10th, Santa Cruz Parish, Buda 

Wives are also invited to attend the sessions. Applications for the 
diaconal formation class of 2028 will be accepted beginning 
December 1st. Additional information can be found at 
www.austindiocese.org/welcome. 

St. Dominic Savio Catholic 
High School Parent 

Information Session 

Prospective parents are invited to an 
information session on Friday, 
December 3rd from 9 to 10:30 a.m. 
The staff find it vital to their mission to 

provide parents every 
opportunity to learn about 
the many possibilities 
awaiting their children at 
Savio. For this reason, 
they are pleased to offer 
both in-person and virtual 

sessions. Contact Michele Nash, 
Admissions Assistant via email, 
mnash@holyfamilycs.org, to register or 
for more information. 

https://www.stmaustin.org/eim
https://eappsdb.com/austin
mailto:dwhite@stmaustin.org
https://www.austindiocese.org/welcome
mailto:mnash@holyfamilycs.org


Main Phone (512) 258-1161 Fax (512) 258-8812 

Pastor Very Rev. Michael J. O’Connor frmichael@stmaustin.org 

Parochial Vicar Rev. Callan Sweeney frcallan@stmaustin.org 

Deacon Mike Gesch deaconmike@stmaustin.org 

Deacon Dan Lupo deacondan@stmaustin.org 

Deacon Tom Mallinger deacontomm@stmaustin.org 

Deacon Pat O’Beirne deaconpat@stmaustin.org 

Deacon Pete A. Schwab deaconpete@stmaustin.org 

Deacon Thomas Suniga deaconthomas@stmaustin.org 

STM Staff Contacts 
Parish Office Hours: Mondays through Thursdays, 9am-12pm and 1pm-5pm                                  

Fridays, 9am-4pm 

Accounting Lori White lwhite@stmaustin.org 

Bridal Coordinator Terry Wilkes terry@stmaustin.org 

Business Administrator Andy DeHart andy1@stmaustin.org 

Communications Adrian Sanchez asanchez@stmaustin.org 

Facilities J.W. Green jw1@stmaustin.org 

Liturgy Jennifer Fangman jfangman@stmaustin.org 

Marriage & Family Life Denise Abele dabele@stmaustin.org 

Membership Danielle White dwhite@stmaustin.org 

Music Stephanie Mire smire@stmaustin.org 

 Karen Lawson karen@stmaustin.org 

Childcare Center Cindy Acosta cindy1@stmaustin.org 

10205 N FM 620, Austin, TX 78726 www.stmaustin.org 

Office Administrator Debra Lohrstorfer debra@stmaustin.org 

Reception Liz Franklin efranklin@stmaustin.org 

Social Outreach Jennifer Bibbo jbibbo@stmaustin.org 

STM Gift Shop Rosalie Killian  giftshop@stmaustin.org 

(512) 258-1944 Faith Formation Staff: 

   
Asst. Director Johanna Isburgh johanna@stmaustin.org 

Elementary School Jill Goeters jill1@stmaustin.org 

Middle School Andrea Cochran andrea@stmaustin.org 

Life Teen Logan Mayes logan@stmaustin.org 

Adult Faith Dawn Rouen drouen@stmaustin.org 

Preschool Staff:  (512) 258-1721 

Director Cindy Acosta cindy1@stmaustin.org 

Asst. Director Julie Olesen jolesen@stmaustin.org 

Parish Council Chairpersons: 

Finance Ione Voor (954) 325-2327 

Pastoral Council Jim Lonergan (512) 940-0924 

Stewardship Dan Price (512) 970-5710 

   


