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BULLETIN DEADLINES
Submissions for the March 6th 
bulletin are due by 11:59 p.m. 
on Thursday, February 24th.
Submissions for the March 13th 
bulletin are due by 11:59 p.m. 
on Thursday, March 3rd. Email 
asanchez@stmaustin.org for 
instructions on submitting content 
for The Bulletin.

MASS SCHEDULE, READINGS AND INTENTIONS
MON

21
TUES

22
WED

23

THUR

24
FRI

25

SAT

26

SUN

27

8:30 a.m.  Jas 3:13-18 | Ps 19 | Mk 9:14-29

 Mike Aguilar †

8:30 a.m.  Feast of the Chair of St. Peter, Apostle 
1 Pt 5:1-4 | Ps 23 | Mt 16:13-19

 John Nemetz †

8:30 a.m.  Memorial of St. Polycarp, Bishop & Martyr 
Jas 4:13-17 | Ps 49 | Mk 9:38-40

 Marguerite Johnson †

	 Confessions:	9-9:30	a.m.,	6-7	p.m.

8:30 a.m.  Jas 5:1-6 | Ps 49 | Mk 9:41-50

 Intentions of Alex Ibanez

8:30 a.m.  Jas 5:9-12 | Ps 103 | Mk 10:1-12

 Anna Belle Franklin †

	 Adoration:	3-10	p.m.

5 p.m.  Sir 27:4-7 | Ps 92 | 1 Cor 15:54-58 
Lk 6:39-45

 Intentions of Andrea Cochran

	 Confessions:	3-4:30	p.m.

  Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Sir 27:4-7 | Ps 92 | 1 Cor 15:54-58 
Lk 6:39-45

7:30 a.m. Most Rev. Joe S. Vásquez
9 a.m. Intentions of Magdalena Sanchez
10:45 a.m. Intentions of St. Thomas More Parishioners
5 p.m. Intentions of Andy DeHart

Spiritual Life

TO REACH A PRIEST 
IN AN EMERGENCY
During Office Hours: 

(512) 258-1161

After Hours: 
(512) 258-1161, Opt. 1

PRAYER REQUESTS
Tim Anderson Jason Mikolajek
Elizabeth Armes Cindy Molina
Whitney Brun Ron Muessel
Mollie Bustos Fr. Michael O’Connor
Jean Collins Barbara Ohradzansky
Frank DiLorenzo Trent Overall
Katie DiLorenzo Kevin Sutherland
Dodie Domanski Dorothy Thompson
Jo Falkenstein Clifford Uher
Ame Frezza Bernadette Vogel
Nancy Gilbert Jennifer Wiegand
Judi Gilliam Dave Wilkes
Michael Hanson Terry Wilkes
Andre Hebert Kerry Wolf
Kris Kapchinski 

Please	pray	for	the	well-being	
of our fellow parishioners and 

nursing	home	residents.

ADORATION SCHEDULE
Monday - Thursday: 9 a.m. - 10 p.m. 

To sign up, please visit 
 stm.weadorehim.com.
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LIVING THE PASCHAL MYSTERY
Today’s Gospel is a teaching on loving one’s enemies. We know how hard it can be to love our enemies but imagine how 
radical it would have sounded to the early Christians. In an honor/shame culture, allowing someone to slap you was a 
source of shame, and it was expected that you fight back to restore your honor. Turning the other cheek was a source of 
even more dishonor. The social system of the ancient world operated on a type of reciprocity agreement, lending only to 
those who can repay the debt and rewarding a good deed with a similar good deed. This is the kind of behavior that was 
expected, even laid down as law in the book of Leviticus. But here, Jesus presents a new law that is in complete opposition 
to what the Hebrew people have handed down for centuries. Even today these words can feel counter-intuitive and radical. 
However, this is God’s word. This is what Jesus is telling us to do. Love our enemies. Pray for those who mistreat us. Lend 
expecting nothing back. Stop judging. Stop condemning. Forgive. All of this countercultural activity is summed 
up in a simple imperative: “Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.” Christian love is self-giving and 
other-centered. May we have the courage to live this reality.

Finance & Stewardship

CONTRIBUTIONS

Week Ending February 13th

Envelope Collection: $ 25,653.08
eGiving Collection: $ 29,197.45
eGiving Text Collection: $ 150.00
Total Weekly Collections Actual: $ 55,000.53
Total Weekly Collections Goal: $ 48,100.00
Above/(Below) Weekly Goal: $ 35,214.88

CHILDREN'S STEWARDSHIP
Here are some ways our children were good stewards of 
their time and talent last week:

•  Cheered on my teammates • Helped my mom

Children's Stewardship Box Collection: $58.78

MAR
28

through March 30th, 7-8 p.m.

SAVE THE DATE: 
PARISH MISSION
church & our Facebook page

Signed and Sealed with the Cross: As 
early as the 3rd century, Christians 
started to sign themselves with a cross 
and we continue the habit every time we 
pray. Award winning author and popular 
presenter, Fr. Albert Haase, OFM, will 
help us explore the identity of our God 
proclaimed in this ancient gesture along 
with the challenges and responsibilities 
we accept when we seal our lives with the 
sign of our salvation.

ADORATION - AN OASIS IN THE DESERT
By: Adrian Sanchez

Every Lent, the Church leads us on a spiritual expedition 
through the desert. With a nine-month old daughter, my wife 
and I anticipate the season will take on a whole new dynamic 
this year.

To help us not let excuses pile up before Lent even begins, 
we've sought out an oasis for us to take refuge in each week: 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. Our solution to the 
biggest (and cutest) of our excuses, our daughter, has been to 
bring her with us. I head into the chapel while my wife plays 
with our daughter and after about 30 minutes, they join me. 
Once our daughter starts getting restless, its my turn to keep 
her occupied elsewhere.

As Ash Wednesday approaches, I hope you and your family 
are able to find your oasis in prayer, fasting or alms giving.
You can learn more about Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and 
sign up for an hour for you (and your family) at stm.weadorehim.com.

Learn more about the activities taking 
place during Lent at stmaustin.org/lent.
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Parish News

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION
In today’s Gospel reading Jesus urges his listeners to “Be merciful, just as your 
Father is merciful.” He also offers several examples of putting mercy into action. 
Listeners can then reason their way into how to put the values of the Gospel 
reflected in these imperatives into practice in other situations. Good stewards 
look for opportunities to exercise God’s mercy toward others. They realize in 
doing so, their own experience of God's mercy not only becomes more profound 
but affirms their hope of seeing the Lord face-to-face one day. How have 
we experienced God’s mercy in our lives? How might our thinking, 
attitudes, words and actions reflect God’s mercy on someone else 
today?

COFFEE & DONUTS: VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Volunteers are urgently needed to help with the 
Coffee and Donuts Ministry after the 7:30 and 
10:45 a.m. Sunday Masses. Please contact Diane 
Christy at (512) 258-5319 or Cathy Sullivan at 
csullivan432@gmail.com if you can serve or need more 
information.

GIFT SHOP SCHEDULE, SALE & INVITATION
The Gift Shop will be open 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. on the following Sundays: February 20th, March 6th and 20th.

Willow Tree figurines are currently 20% off!

The Gift Shop is looking for dedicated volunteers who are interested in making beautiful art and 
inspiring resources available for the parish and surrounding community. Volunteers are only scheduled 
one five-hour shift per month! Thank you for considering this invitation to be part of the Gift Shop's 
legacy. Email giftshop@stmaustin.org if interested in joining this ministry.

THANK YOU FOR 
SUPPORTING CATHOLIC 

HIGHER EDUCATION
With your generosity, we collected 
$3,439.82 to support campus 
ministry programs at the colleges 
and universities throughout the 
diocese. Countless young people will 
continue to encounter Jesus in the 
sacraments, at retreats and through 
ministry opportunities. Thank you!

PLANNED GIVING
You may have a “hidden asset” that 
could make a significant impact to 
your favorite organization in the 
Diocese of Austin! If you hold life 
insurance coverage that you or your 
family no longer need, consider 
gifting the paid-up policy to the 
diocese, St. Thomas More, a Catholic 
school, or designate one of them as 
beneficiary. You’ll get an immediate 
charitable deduction and deliver a 
substantial gift without affecting your 
investment portfolio or cash flow. 
To learn more, go to austindiocese.
myplannedgift.org.

GIVE BACK WHEN 
YOU SHOP!

St. Thomas More is a charity of 
choice for the Randalls Good 
Neighbor Program. When making 
purchases at any Randalls location, a 
portion of your purchase is donated 
to our parish. Please see the Randalls 

Business Center 
to sign up for 

this program. 
Our charity 
number is 
13490.

It’s convenient.
The Randalls Good Neighbor Program makes it easy 
for any church, school, or approved non-profit orga-
nization to raise funds with no selling and no up-front  
investment.  Most of our customers use their Club 
Card or Phone # each time they shop because of the 
benefits the program offers.  Customers save money, 
earn gas and grocery rewards while supporting their 
favorite organization/s.  Your Good Neighbor  
Program account number can be linked to a  
customer’s individual Loyalty account so your  
organization can accumulate funds quicker  
and easier.

It’s fast.
Once your organization has been approved, it will be 
assigned an exclusive account number.  That  
number must be communicated by your  
organization to members and supporters of your 
group.  Your members can then link your  
organization’s Good Neighbor account number to 
their individual Loyalty account with the Customer 

Add/Delete form.  This form is available at:  
randalls.com – click on the Community Caring link at 
the bottom of the homepage, then click on the Good 
Neighbor icon and scroll down.  Please alert your 
members and supporters to follow the instructions on 
the form.  Once their information is linked to your  
account, their purchases will be recorded  
automatically to your organization’s Good Neighbor 
account.  We will keep a running total, and each  
calendar quarter, we’ll send your organization a check 
for one percent of the total amount.
Keep in mind that each customer can have up to 
three organizations liked to their Loyalty account.  The 
amount directed to your organization is based on the 
total number of organizations linked to each Loyalty 
account in a household.

It’s Rewarding.
The Randalls Good Neighbor Program allows us to 
support thousands of community endeavors. We 
make most of our contributions through this program.  
Randalls will pay one percent of the total grocery  
purchases in your account to your fund-raising  
organization.  The amount of your payment depends 
upon the amount of your group’s accumulated total, 
so be sure to publicize your Good Neighbor Program 
account number!

Payment Schedule:
Randalls pays your organization one percent cash per 
calendar quarter on total purchases.
If purchases total less than $2,500, your purchases will 
automatically roll over to the next quarter, until the end 
of the fourth quarter when all accounts will be paid out 
and reset to $0.
Once the quarterly payment has been made to your 
organization, your account will revert to $0 and  
accumulate again for the next quarter.
*Customers with outstanding debts to Randalls Food Markets
will not qualify for the Good Neighbor Program.

Complete this application to register for Randalls Good Neighbor Program - please print or type

Contact Name

Address

City State/Zip

Please attach a copy of your organization’s 501 (c)3 
certificate to this application and mail or email  
them to:
Randalls Good Neighbor Program
2401 E. Randol Mill Rd., Suite 400
Arlington, TX 76011
1-888-334-8240 
good.neighbor@randalls.com

Organization Name

( )
Area Code                          E-Mail Address                      
Please do not modify this enrollment application.

ENCOUNTERING CHRIST 
CAMPAIGN (ECC) UPDATE

The ECC is a capital and endowment 
campaign to raise $85,000,000 in 
gifts and pledges for local parish 
needs while strengthening ministries, 
Catholic education and faith formation, 
supporting our clergy and enhancing 
growth across the diocese. Our parish goal 
is to achieve $3,525,000 in donations. 
Of every contribution made toward this 
campaign, 30% of your donation returns 
directly to our parish making it possible 
to make improvements and updates on 
an ongoing basis. As of November 30th, 
2021, the contributions received back 
to our parish total $305,711.16! Your 
generosity is overwhelming!
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stmaustin.org/book-discussions. You 
are welcome to join us even if you 
haven’t read the book! Books are 
available in the Gift Shop, from your 
favorite book vendor or as a free EPUB 
or Kindle download at formed.org.

FEB
26

and February 27th, after Masses

GET YOUR TICKETS 
FOR THE FISH FRYS

The Knights of Columbus will be pre-
selling tickets for the Lenten Fish Frys. 
Adult plates are $15 and child plates are 

FEB
21

7-8:30 p.m.

READ, REFLECT 
AND REJOICE!
St. Thomas More Library

Join us to discuss How to be Holy: First 
Steps in Becoming a Saint by Peter 
Kreeft. Kreeft says the most important 
question he has written about is how 
one becomes holy. This question is 
central to all the great religions, and 
Kreeft demonstrates striving toward 
holiness and moving toward perfect 
love is the whole purpose of life. Using 
the insights and experiences of saints 
and great spiritual writers throughout 
history, Kreeft shows what holiness is 
and how it can be achieved. Register at 

Adult Faith Formation

FEB
22

 through April 5th on Tuesdays, 9:30-11 a.m. or
February 23rd - April 6th on Wednesdays, 7-8:30 p.m.

NO GREATER LOVE
 Tuesdays: Life House 
Wednesdays: Religious Education Building, Room 213

Join this biblical pilgrimage revealing Christ's amazing love 
for us. Walk step by step with Jesus from the Garden of 
Gethsemane to Calvary in this five-week bible study. Books are 
available for $25 online or at the study sessions. Learn more 
and sign up at stmaustin.org/adult-faith or contact Dawn at 
dawn@stmaustin.org or (512) 258-1944 x235.

ARE YOU SEARCHING FOR:
•  A deeper relationship with God?
•  A greater awareness of how God is at work in your life?
•  A sense of belonging in a faith community?
•  A deeper look into what Catholics believe and how we 

live our faith?

To explore your questions, and receive an introduction 
to the Catholic faith, check out the Rite of Christian 
Initiation for Adults (RCIA)! For more information, please 
contact Dawn at (512) 258-1944 x235.

$10. We are arranging some outstanding 
entertainment for this year's meals. Plan 
on getting your tickets early so you are 
good to go!

APR
28

7-9:30 p.m.

MADE FOR MORE
St. Theresa Catholic Church, 
Austin

Made for More is an inspired blend of 
teaching, live music and art that taps 
the deepest desires of the human heart 
revealing their ultimate purpose and goal. 
Want to be inspired by beauty and the 
wisdom of the Church? Join Christopher 
West and Mike Mangione as they offer 
a vision of the Gospel like you’ve never 
heard through the lens of St. John Paul II’s 
Theology of the Body. Tickets are on sale 
now and are limited! Grab your tickets 
today in the parish office or online at 
austintx.eventbrite.com. Tickets are $25. 

You can watch a trailer for this event at 
vimeo.com/251850893.

Contact Denise Abele at (512) 258-1161 
x223 or dabele@stmaustin.org if you would 
like more information.
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FEB
24

7 p.m.

LENTEN REFLECTION FOR CATECHISTS
Brennan Auditorium

Kick off Lent with an opportunity for spiritual growth for faith 
formation catechists. Our guest speaker, Theresa Stephens, 
from the Mercy of God Prayer Center, will present an evening 
of reflection on sin, mercy and imaginative prayer. Come 
encounter Jesus in a new way and gain insights on how to 
share Jesus as a catechist through imaginative prayer.

FEB
25

8 p.m. through February 26th, 6 a.m.

MIDDLE SCHOOL 
TRAVELING OVERNIGHTER

The first stop will be at Chaparral Ice for ice skating followed by 
a stop at Gattiland for pizza and games. The final stop will be 
at Main Event for laser tag, games, bowling and rock climbing. 
The drop off and pick up location will be Brennan Auditorium. 
The cost is $65 and friends are welcome! The permission 
forms and payments for this event are handled online: 
stmaustin.org/middle-school-faith-formation.

MAR
6

12 noon - 1:15 p.m. or March 7th, 4-5:15 p.m. or 
6:30-7:45 p.m. or March 8th, 4-5:15 pm

FIRST COMMUNION PARENT MEETING
Brennan Auditorium

All 2nd grade parents, OSSP and Holy Family Catholic School 
parents must attend one of these meetings.

Faith Formation

FORMED PICKS OF THE WEEK
Watch

The Spirit and the Desert

Sometimes we might feel like we're 
stuck in spiritual deserts. In this episode 
of The Wild Goose, Fr. Dave Pivonka 
shares how the Holy Spirit is present 
even in these times of desolation.

Watch this week’s pick of the week 
here: bit.ly/Fpow220220wa.

Learn

FORMED Now! The Next Pope

As we celebrate the Feast of the Chair 
of St. Peter this week, join Dr. Tim Gray 
and George Weigel as they discuss the 
past, present, and future of the papacy!

Learn more about our faith with 
this week’s pick of the week here: 
bit.ly/Fpow220220le.

Listen

Love,	Sacrifice,	Trust:	He	
Showed	Us	the	Way	by 
Fr.	Mike	Schmitz

In this talk, Fr. Mike Schmitz shares 
with us the need to pick up our 
crosses and embrace Christ in our own 
suffering. He reminds us that love often 
means sacrifice!

Listen to learn more about our faith 
with this week’s pick of the week here: 
bit.ly/Fpow220220li.

New to FORMED? Visit formed.org/signup then search for St.	Thomas	More	Austin. Fill in your 
information and you gain access to tons of great Catholic content for all ages.
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MAR
5

 ALL PARISH 
SERVICE DAY - 
"SPRING INTO 
SERVICE!"

It's that time of year for St. Thomas 
More parishioners to sign up for the 
All Parish Service Day. Jump start your 
Lenten journey by volunteering at a 
work site with your friends or family. 
Lots of opportunities are available for 
all ages. Sign up soon, spots are filling 
up fast! There are two ways to get in 
on the day: sign up electronically at 
signup.com/go/SEyxReL or register 
by contacting Jennifer Bibbo 
at jbibbo@stmaustin.org or 
(512) 258-1161 x256

Social Outreach

In	need	of	healing	prayer?
Mercy of God Prayer Center
Theresa Stephens
(512) 834-6401

Struggling	with	bills?
Society of St. Vincent de Paul
STM Offices
(512) 258-1161

Want	to	talk	about	a	
difficult	time?
Stephen Ministry
Eileen (512) 507-9563

Need	help	with	meals?
Good Samaritan 
Meal Ministry
(480) 788-6325

FEB
26

12 noon

LET'S TALK TRASH!
Parish Activity Center

The Creation Care Team (CCT) invites 
you to talk about trash. Ever wonder 
what happens to your household trash, 
recyclables and compost? Ever been 
confused whether an item should go 
into the trash or recycle bin? When does 
paper go into the recycle bin instead of 
the compost bin? Amy Moosman from 
Austin Resource Recovery will provide 
a general overview of programs and 
services and help explain the goal of 
“Zero Waste.” She will also inform you 
of actions you can take at home to help 
achieve zero waste. This presentation 
will be interactive, engaging and allow 
time for a Q&A session. People of all ages 
are welcome! Families are encouraged 
to bring one item that challenges 
them as to whether it’s trash/recycle/
compost/other to create games, with 
prizes, for kids and adults. Please sign 
up to attend on the CCT webpage: 
stmaustin.org/creation-care-team.

FEB
26

2 p.m.

FREE FAMILY MOVIE
Parish Activity Center

Come watch WALL-E, a small waste-
collecting robot, from the future, 
who finds a miraculous treasure that 
inadvertently leads him on a space 
journey that will ultimately decide the 
fate of mankind. This gathering is an 
opportunity to fulfill the Laudato Si’ 
Action Platforms: Response to the Cry 
of the Earth and Ecological Education. 
Sponsored by the Creation Care Team.

CATHOLIC SOCIAL 
TEACHING

Merciful and gracious is the Lord; he 
redeems us from destruction. May 
we turn to the Lord even when we 
have sinned. May we love others as 
God loves us.
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FEB
20

5 p.m.

CZECH MASS - VÍTAME VÁS 
NA CORN HILL
Holy Trinity Catholic Church, Corn Hill

In February, the Church celebrates the feast of Sts. Cyril and 
Methodius, patron saints of the Czech Republic and patron 
saints of Slavic peoples. In honor of these saints, a Czech Mass 
will be celebrated. All prayers, readings and hymns will be 
in the Czech language. After Mass, a dinner will be served in 
the Parish Activity Center. Everyone is welcome to come and 
celebrate this special feast day of Sts. Cyril and Methodius.

Around the Diocese

Catholic Charities of Central Texas (CCCTX) works to 
eliminate poverty in our community. The Financial 
Stability programs help individuals and families avoid 
homelessness and achieve financial security through case 
management, education and financial assistance. For more 
information, call (512) 651-6100.

CCCTX will offer free weekly budgeting classes via Zoom 
on Tuesdays, 9-10:30 a.m. and on Thursdays, 6:30-8 p.m. 
Gain information and tools to manage your income and 
expenses and develop a spending and savings plan. To 
register, visit tinyurl.com/CCCTXbudgeting.

FEB
26

7 to 9:30 p.m

A RESPITE WITH JESUS
St. Vincent de Paul Catholic Church, Austin

Are you needing nourishment in the midst of your daily 
caregiving? Moms and dads who are caregivers to children 
or adults with disabilities, chronic health conditions and/or 
learning differences are invited to spend time in adoration, 
reflection on the words of Jesus and the saints, praise and 
worship, appetizers and fellowship. Childcare is available 
if needed. To register, visit bit.ly/Respite220226. For more 
information, email janicemason@gmail.com.

FEB
26

10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

PROJECT ANDREW
St. William Catholic Church, Round Rock

Attention single men: Might God be calling you to be a priest? 
Bishop Joe Vásquez invites you to come and see. Join other 
single men, ages 15-45, for Project Andrew. This is a day that 
includes Mass, prayer, presentations on the priesthood and 
an opportunity to meet many priests of our diocese. Lunch 
will be provided. There is no cost, but please register at 
godiscalling.me or call (512) 949-2430.

If you are wondering what God has in store for your life, 
visit godiscalling.me for discernment events and resources.

NEED ASSISTANCE WITH A DIFFICULT OR 
UNPLANNED PREGNANCY?

The Gabriel Project Ministry aims to bear witness to 
the value and dignity of every human life by providing 
emotional, material, educational and spiritual support 
for pregnant women and families-in-need. We seek to 
plant the seed of God's love within the hearts of those 
facing an unplanned or difficult pregnancy who may feel 
overwhelmed, lost, alone or afraid - whether rich or poor, 
single or married, young or old. For more information on 
this ministry, call 1-877-WeCare2 (1-877-932-2732).
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Parish Contacts
Clergy

Very	Rev.	Michael	J.	O’Connor 
Pastor 
frmichael@stmaustin.org

Rev.	Callan	Sweeney 
Parochial Vicar 
frcallan@stmaustin.org

Rev.	David	Trahan 
Parochial Vicar 
frdavid@stmaustin.org

Deacon Dan Lupo 
deacondan@stmaustin.org 

Deacon	Tom	Mallinger 
deacontomm@stmaustin.org 

Deacon	Pat	O’Beirne 
deaconpat@stmaustin.org 

Deacon	Pete	A.	Schwab 
deaconpete@stmaustin.org 

Deacon	Thomas	Suniga 
deaconthomas@stmaustin.org 

Administration
Lori White 
Accounting 
lwhite@stmaustin.org

Terry	Wilkes 
Bridal Coordinator 
terry@stmaustin.org

Andy	DeHart 
Business Administrator 
andy1@stmaustin.org

Adrian	Sanchez 
Communications 
asanchez@stmaustin.org

J.W.	Green 
Facilities 
jw1@stmaustin.org

Jennifer	Fangman 
Liturgy 
jfangman@stmaustin.org

Denise	Abele 
Marriage & Family Life 
dabele@stmaustin.org

Danielle White 
Membership 
dwhite@stmaustin.org

Stephanie Mire 
Music 
smire@stmaustin.org

Karen Lawson 
Music 
karen@stmaustin.org

Cindy Acosta 
Childcare Center 
cindy1@stmaustin.org

Debra	Lohrstorfer 
Office Administrator 
debra@stmaustin.org

Liz	Franklin 
Reception 
efranklin@stmaustin.org

Jennifer	Bibbo 
Social Outreach 
jbibbo@stmaustin.org

Marlene Miller 
Gift Shop 
giftshop@stmaustin.org

Faith	Formation	 (512)	258-1944
Jill	Goeters 
Director 
jill1@stmaustin.org

Johanna	Isburgh 
Asst. Director 
johanna@stmaustin.org

vacant 
Elementary School 

Andrea Cochran 
Middle School 
andrea@stmaustin.org

Logan	Mayes 
Life Teen 
logan@stmaustin.org

Dawn Rouen 
Adult Faith 
drouen@stmaustin.org

Preschool	 (512)	258-1721
Cindy Acosta 
Director 
cindy1@stmaustin.org

Julie	Olesen 
Asst. Director 
jolesen@stmaustin.org

Council Chairpersons
Jim	Lonergan 
Pastoral Council 
(512) 940-0924

Ione Voor 
Finance Council 
(954) 325-2327

Dan Price 
Stewardship Council 
(512) 970-5710

Main Phone  . . . . . . . . . . . (512) 258-1161
Main Fax  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(512) 258-8812
Address  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10205 N FM 620
 Austin, TX 78726
Website  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . stmaustin.org

Parish Office Hours
MONDAY - THURSDAY

9 a.m. - 12 noon and 1 - 5 p.m.
FRIDAY

9 a.m. - 12 noon and 1 - 4 p.m.

FEB
27

4-7 p.m.

SYNOD LISTENING 
SESSION
 St. Dominic Savio Catholic 
High School, Austin

Bishop Joe Vásquez invites the faithful to 
listening sessions where he will also be in 
attendance to listen to his flock. Please 
feel free to participate in the sessions 
closest to you as your time permits. In 
the spirit of a Synodal Church, please 
invite your family, friends and neighbors 
to participate as we journey together to 
bring the Church and the Gospel of Life 
to others.

Learn more about the synodal process in 
our diocese at austindiocese.org/synod.

MAR
1

9 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.

ASH WEDNESDAY 
RETREAT
 Cedarbrake Catholic Retreat 
Center, Belton

In Luke’s Gospel, Martha toiled while 
Mary sat at Jesus’ feet, abiding in him. 
Jesus said Mary chose “the better part.” 
Lent is an invitation to sit more quietly 
with Jesus and ponder His love. Learn 
more about what abiding is and why it is 
“the better part.” Spiritual directors Mary 
Pomeroy and Deacon Dan Lupo will lead 
this retreat and Franciscan Father Albert 
Haase will celebrate Mass, which will 
include distribution of ashes. The cost 
is $45 with lunch included. Register at 
bit.ly/DOA5QB.

MAR
5

8:45 to 11 a.m.

MARIAN MORNINGS
St. John Neumann Catholic 
Church, Austin

On the first Saturday of the month, Fr. 
Kevin Rai will lead a mini-retreat that will 
begin with Mass and end with Holy Hour. 
Each Saturday's content will focus on a 
different aspect of Marian spirituality. 
Find more details at sjnaustin.org.
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Catholics have a long tradition of engagement 
in the public square. Sometimes that 
engagement requires making difficult moral 
decisions that impact our own lives and those of 
others. Our conscience can help guide the 
decisions we make.  The Second Vatican 
Council guides us: “Always summoning [one] to 
love good and avoid evil, the voice of conscience 
can when necessary speak to [one’s] heart more 
specifically:  do this, shun that” (Gaudium et 
Spes 16). However, our conscience doesn’t just 
come to us when we are born.  We must work 
throughout our lives to form it through prayer, 
learning, and conversation.     

How do I form my conscience? 

It takes time to form our consciences so that we 
can make well-reasoned judgments about 
particular, real-life situations. The Church 
teaches that it is important to work continually 
on conscience formation so we can be prepared 
to make decisions whenever the opportunity 
arises.  Some specific ideas to form your 
conscience are:  

1) Begin by being open to the truth and 
what is right. 

2) Study Sacred Scripture and the 
teaching of the Church. 

3) Examine the facts and background 
information about various choices and 
be discerning in where we gather 
information. 

4) Prayerfully reflect to discern the will of 
God (Forming Consciences for Faithful 
Citizenship, no. 18). 

Additionally, it is important to consider how 
our community of faith can help us form good 
consciences through some of these steps: 

1) Seek the prudent advice and good 
example of trusted leaders and others 
to support and enlighten our conscience. 

2) Learn about the authoritative 
teaching of the Church. 

3) Pray for the gifts of the Holy Spirit to 
help us develop our conscience. 

4) Regularly partake in an examination 
of conscience to hear God’s voice in 
your life.1  

Doing the work of forming our consciences can 
seem daunting. Fortunately, we have many 
church teachings that can help us in this 
important task. Forming Consciences for 
Faithful Citizenship is an important resource 
for U.S. Catholics and helps us prayerfully 
reflect on how we can apply Church teaching in 
our civic life.  “Conscience is not something that 
allows us to justify doing whatever we want, nor 
is it a mere "feeling" about what we should or 
should not do. Rather, conscience is the 
voice of God resounding in the human 
heart, revealing the truth to us and calling us 
to do what is good while shunning what is evil.”2  

Here are some questions for further reflection: 

1. When has my conscience guided me to 
“do good and avoid evil”? 

2. What are some key resources I can use 
to form my conscience? 

3. Forming conscience is a “lifelong task.” 
What do I do to regularly form my 
conscience? What more should I do?

 
1 Catechism of the Catholic Church (2nd ed.). Washington, 
DC: Libreria Editrice Vaticana–United States Conference 
of Catholic Bishops (USCCB), 2000, no 1777 
2 USCCB. Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship. 
Washington, DC: 2015, no. 17 

 



ETHICS & INTEGRITY IN MINISTRY (EIM)
Keeping current with EIM training is required for all who serve in ministry at STM. We are a no tolerance parish.

What is Ethics & Integrity in Ministry (EIM)? EIM is a diocesan training and screening process focused on helping 
our community prevent and respond to abuse. It includes required workshops and background checks for all who work or 
volunteer in ministry as well as policies for reporting abuse.

Why is EIM required for all who serve in ministry at St. Thomas More? We have a shared commitment to 
ensuring our parish is a safe place for everyone, especially children and vulnerable adults. The more people who are aware of 
abuse warning signs, the more effective we can be in keeping our communities safe (parish, neighborhood, family, schools). 
With this in mind, our parish community is committed to following the Diocese of Austin's Ethics and Integrity in Ministry 
(EIM) policies.

Follow these three steps to stay current with EIM:

Visit stmaustin.org/eim to get started or log in to eappsdb.com/austin 
to check your EIM Compliance certification expiration.

EIM Policies require all clergy, religious, seminarians, employees and adult volunteers serving in any EIM compliance-
required ministry to submit an EIM Application for Ministry (one-time only at austindiocese.org/application) prior to 
service. New applicants must attend an in-person EIM Workshop within 60 days of application submission and all applicants 
must update/renew compliance at least once every three years at austindiocese.org/eim-compliance-status. NOTE: starting 
February 1st, new applicants must attend an in-person EIM Workshop within 30 days of application submission.

If you are a new applicant who has submitted an EIM application and need to attend an in-person EIM workshop, please 
contact our EIM site administrator for workshop information: Danielle White at dwhite@stmaustin.org or (512) 258-1161.

Complete the 
Application

Attend a 
Workshop

Renew Your 
Workshop
(EVERY THREE YEARS)

Thank you to our generous sponsors!

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=50400221
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=50400521
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=50400821
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=50401121
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