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BULLETIN DEADLINES
Submissions for the May 15th 
bulletin are due by 11:59 
p.m. on Thursday, May 5th.
Submissions for the May 22nd

bulletin are due by 11:59 p.m.
on Thursday, May 12th. Email
asanchez@stmaustin.org for
instructions on submitting content
for The Bulletin.

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE, READINGS 
AND INTENTIONS

MON

2
TUES

3
WED

4

THUR

5
FRI

6

SAT

7

SUN

8

Memorial of St. Athanasius, Bishop and Doctor 
of the Church
Acts 6:8-15 | Ps 119 | Jn 6:22-29

8:30 a.m. † George A. Middleton

Feast of Sts. Philip and James, Apostles
1 Cor 15:1-8 | Ps 19 | Jn 14:6-14

8:30 a.m. * Alex & Anne Rodriguez

Third Wednesday of Easter
Acts 8:1b-8 | Ps 66 | Jn 6:35-40

8:30 a.m. † Isabel Reyes

Confessions: 9-9:30 a.m. and 6-7 p.m.
Evening Prayer: 5:30 p.m.

Third Thursday of Easter
Acts 8:26-40 | Ps 66 | Jn 6:44-51

8:30 a.m. † Jorge Heredia

Third Friday of Easter
Acts 9:1-20 | Ps 117 | Jn 6:52-59

8:30 a.m. * Mercedes Torres

Confessions: 9-9:30 a.m.

Acts 13:14, 43-52 | Ps 100 | Rev 7:9, 14b-17 | 
Jn 10:27-30

5 p.m. † Gladys Kouba † Carlene Behrens

Confessions: 3-4:30 p.m.

Fourth Sunday of Easter
Acts 13:14, 43-52 | Ps 100 | Rev 7:9, 14b-17 | 
Jn 10:27-30

7:30 a.m. † Frances Kajs
9 a.m. * St. Thomas More Parishioners
10:45 a.m. † Max Felchak
5 p.m. † Marina Zavala

† = for the respose of the soul of * = for the intentions of

Spiritual Life

TO REACH A PRIEST 
IN AN EMERGENCY
During Office Hours: 

(512) 258-1161

After Hours:
(512) 258-1161, Opt. 1

PRAYER REQUESTS
Tim Anderson Beth Jones
Elizabeth Armes Kris Kapchinski
Whitney Brun Frank Kelly
Mollie Bustos Jason Mikolajek
Jean Collins Cindy Molina
Frank DiLorenzo Ron Muessel
Katie DiLorenzo Fr. Michael O’Connor
Dodie Domanski Barbara Ohradzansky
Jo Falkenstein Trent Overall
Ame Frezza Kevin Sutherland
Nancy Gilbert Dorothy Thompson
Judi Gilliam Clifford Uher
Trace Gilliam Bernadette Vogel
Michael Hanson Jennifer Wiegand
Andre Hebert Kerry Wolf
Dylan Johnson

Please pray for the well-being 
of our fellow parishioners and 

nursing home residents.

ADORATION SCHEDULE
Monday - Friday: 9 a.m. - 10 p.m. 

To sign up, please visit 
 stm.weadorehim.com.
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MAY
4

5:30 p.m.

SOLEMN EVENING PRAYER
Church

“Just as you share in sufferings so you will share in the divine 
glory,” (2 Corinthians 1:7). Continue the Easter celebration 
and enter into the prayer life of the Church by joining us 
for Evening Prayer and Eucharistic Benediction. Incense, 
cantors, organ accompaniment and chant will lead you into an 
encounter with Jesus in both scripture and the Eucharist.

JUN
18

8:30 a.m.

SAVE THE DATE: 
EUCHARISTIC PROCESSION
San José Parish, Austin

Bishop Joe Vásquez will kick off the Eucharistic Revival in 
the Diocese of Austin with a Eucharistic Procession. The 
morning will begin with Mass and then the procession will 
move through the streets of Austin to the main building of 
St. Edward’s University. The morning will conclude with 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament at 10 a.m. For more 
information, visit austindiocese.org/g/eucharistic-revival or 
email communications@@austindiocese.orgg.

Finance & Stewardship

A STEWARDSHIP MOMENT
This weekend’s Gospel reading from John enjoys a number 
of themes not least of which has to do with hearing Christ’s 
call to live differently but returning to our “comfort zones.” 
Even after seeing the risen Lord and receiving his blessing 
and missionary charge, his disciples go back to what 
they were doing before Jesus first called them. Instead 
of continuing Jesus’ ministry, they return to the life they 
knew. When faced with the choice between embarking 
on a new way of life or staying where life is familiar and 
comfortable, they chose the latter. Good stewards know 
that Christ has called them to open their hearts and live 
in a different way. How often do we retreat from the 
Lord’s call so that we may remain with what is 
comfortable and familiar?

LIVING THE PASCHAL MYSTERY
Today’s gospel shows us a group of seven disciples who are 
still processing the recent events, grieving the loss of their 
friend, and trying to figure out what to do going forward. 
Peter announces he is going fishing, returning to a familiar 
way of life. What else is there to do? They catch nothing all 
night long. Then the Risen Lord appears a third time. They 
follow his command to cast their nets again, and the haul 
of fish is significant. The disciple whom the Lord loved is 
the first one to make sense of this mysterious catch and 
he says, “It is the Lord.” Peter then jumps in the water, 
eager to make his way to the Lord. In this action, we are 
reminded that the way to the Risen Lord is through the 
waters, through the baptism into which we are plunged. 
When they come to the shore, the disciples are invited to 
breakfast, but they are asked to help with the preparation 
of the meal. Peter is the one who “drags” the net ashore. 
The word used for “drag” is the same word John uses to 
describe how the Father will “draw” people to Jesus and 
how Jesus himself will “draw” others to himself when he is 
exalted on the cross. Such a “drawing” or “gathering” is the 
pastoral effort that Peter is to make as leader of the church.

SPECIAL ENVELOPES
You will find two special envelopes in your May envelope 
packet. You can drop these envelopes in the collection 
baskets at any Mass or bring them to the Pastoral Offices 
building.

Vacation Bible School (VBS) is a week full of 
discoveries, music and adventures that help kids encounter 
and celebrate God's power and love. Any donation made 
using the VBS envelope will help keep this beloved 
experience affordable for everyone. Learn more about VBS 
on page 6.

The Father's Day envelope is a great way to honor the 
father figures who are making an impact on your life or 
to memorialize those who have passed away. We will pray 
for the fathers listed on the envelopes - and all fathers - in 
June.

“The parish is the presence of the Church 
in any given territory, an environment for 
hearing God's word, for growth in Christian 
life, for dialogue, proclamation, charitable 
outreach, worship and celebration.”

- POPE FRANCIS - 
EVANGELII GAUDIUM

MAY 1, 2022
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Parish News

CONTRIBUTIONS

Week Ending April 24th

Envelope Collection: $ 17,210.28
eGiving Collection: $ 27,048.63
eGiving Text Collection: $ 50.00
Total Weekly Collections: $ 44,308.91
Total Weekly Collections Goal: $ 48,100.00
Above/(Below) Weekly Goal: $ (3,791.09)

CHILDREN'S STEWARDSHIP

Children's Stewardship Box Collection: $52
The collection box is located in the narthex of the church.

GIFT SHOP SCHEDULE & NEWS
The Gift Shop will be open from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. on 
May 1st, 8th and 15th. We will also be open May 5th during 
First Communion Rehearsal, from 5 to 7:30 p.m., and May 
7th for First Communion, from 9 to 11:30 a.m.

Spring Sale: All rosaries, water fonts, rosary holders and 
Bibles are 30% off! (The Great Adventure Catholic Bible 
from Ascension Press is not included in the sale.)

Starting May 16th, we will be closed for inventory 
and a remodel. An opening date will be announced 
as soon as possible.

ETHICS AND INTEGRITY 
IN MINISTRY (EIM) WORKSHOPS

We have three upcoming EIM workshops that will take 
place in Brennan Auditorium:

Tuesday, May 10th at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, May 12th at 7 p.m. 
Saturday, May 14th at 10 a.m.

The responsibility to create a safe environment is one 
that is carried by the entire parish. This workshop will 
help you understand ministry best practices and equip 
you to spot warning signs of abuse. Learn more about 
this vital aspect of parish ministry on page 10.

SPECIAL COLLECTION: NEXT WEEKEND
The Seminarian and Priest Education and Formation Special Collection will be on Good Shepherd Sunday (celebrated May 
7th and 8th). The cost of forming one seminarian is about $55,000 per year. Financial reasons should never prevent men from 
responding to God’s call to the priesthood. Your contribution to this special collection ensures our future priests will have 
excellent formation. May God bless your generosity and may we all continue to pray for our seminarians.

“We are to love God for Himself, because of a 
twofold reason: nothing is more reasonable, 
nothing more profitable.” - ST. BERNARD OF CLAIRVAUX

MAY 1, 2022
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Spread the word and come enjoy a day of food, fun, 
music and games, along with family and friends!!

Monetary donations to help defray the costs of the festival can be made at bit.ly/y/stmSF22 and are greatly 
appreciated! Contact Debra Lohrstorfer at (512) 258-1161 x214 or debra@@stmaustin.orgg for further information.
Thank you for your support!

Don’t miss our silent auction!
You’ll find gifts for birthdays, weddings, Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, graduations, baby and yourself. We have 
things for men, women, children, your home, faith items and things for several holidays all in one stop, and we 
accept credit cards!

The auction will be open 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. and items can be picked up from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. If you are unable 
to pick up your items by 5:30 p.m., they will be in the Pastoral Offices building.

Join us for some delicious crawfish!
Join your parish community for a delicious dinner on April 30th from 5 to 7:30 p.m. in the Parish Activity Center 
(PAC)! This Cajun delicacy will be boiled to perfection and full of flavor. The cost is $20 for 3 lbs. of crawfish, 
sausage and veggies (potatoes and corn). Soft drinks, beer and water will be available.

Midway Preview
Here are just a few of the attractions you will be able to find at the midway: Lollipop Garden, Toilet Paper Toss, 
a mini-carousel for the young ones and a trackless train for everyone! There will be many more for ALL AGES!!

Spring Fest
May 1st 

10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Crawfish Boil
April 30th

5-7:30 p.m.

MAY
3

6:30-8 p.m.

PARISH TOWN HALL
Brennan Auditorium

The clergy and staff of St. Thomas More are seeking your 
feedback on the community life of the parish. Please join us for 
this opportunity to play a vital role in the life and activities of 
our parish community.

In March 2020, we hosted a similar meeting and one week 
later, our lives were shaken by the COVID-19 pandemic. At this 
upcoming meeting, we will discuss the work we undertook as a 
response to the previous meeting as well as the progress made 
on those projects.

MAY
10

11 a.m.

YOUNG AT HEART POTLUCK
Brennan Auditorium

Let’s get together for our monthly potluck. 
The theme is “Table Talk.” Hope you can make 
it. New to Young at Heart? Contact Dawn at 
(512) 258-1944 x235 or dawn@@stmaustin.orgg 
for more information. Join us!

MAY 1, 2022
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FORMED PICKS OF THE WEEK
Watch

The Way of St. James

This documentary follows the journey 
of several pilgrims who differ in culture 
and religious faith but are united in their 
journey across the Camino de Santiago. 
Each of them is traveling toward the 
shrine of St. James the Apostle, whose 
feast day we celebrate this week.

Watch this week’s pick of the week 
here: bit.ly/y/F2205501wa.

Learn

Acts of the Apostles with 
Mark Hart

The feast day of Sts. Philip and James 
reminds us of the impact the Apostles 
made on the whole world. With Philip, 
James, and all the Apostles in mind, 
join Mark Hart in this refresher on the 
Book of Acts.

Learn more about our faith with 
this week’s pick of the week here: 
bit.ly/F220501le.

Listen

Reaching Out to Today’s Culture 
by Bishop Robert Barron

Sts. Philip and James each lived 
extraordinary lives of missionary 
zeal. In this insightful talk, Bishop 
Barron shares his advice on how to 
live similar lives of mission within 
a culture dominated by media and 
misconceptions about faith.

Listen to learn more about our faith 
with this week’s pick of the week here: 
bit.ly/y/F220501li.

New to FORMED? Visit formed.org/signup then search for St. Thomas More Austin. Fill in your 
information and you gain access to tons of great Catholic content for all ages.

Adult Faith Formation

Faith Formation

DON'T WAIT TO REGISTER FOR VBS
Vacation Bible School (VBS) registration is OPEN for 
children four-years old through incoming-7th graders. We 
need LOTS of volunteers! Volunteers can be incoming-8th 
graders through adults. You can find more information 
about registering and volunteering at stmaustin.org/g/vbs.

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR CONFIRMANDI
On April 23rd, Very Rev. James Misko, Vicar General of the 
diocese, confirmed our 89 confirmandi on behalf of Most 
Rev. Joe S. Vásquez. These studens have spent the last two 
years preparing to receive this final sacrament of initiation. 
Please join us in praying for these newly confirmed 
members of our parish: that the gifts and graces poured 
into them by the Holy Spirit, may inspire and motivate 
them to live as bold disciples of Jesus.

MAY 1, 2022
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Social Outreach

In need of healing prayer?
Mercy of God Prayer Center
Theresa Stephens
(512) 834-6401

Struggling with bills?
Society of St. Vincent de Paul
STM Offices
(512) 258-1161

Want to talk about a 
difficult time?
Stephen Ministry
Eileen (512) 507-9563

Need help with meals?
Good Samaritan 
Meal Ministry
(480) 788-6325

CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHING
In today’s Gospel, Jesus asks Peter 
repeatedly, “Do you love me?” And when 
he answers “yes,” Jesus says, “Feed my 
lambs and sheep.” When we say “yes,” 
to loving Christ, we then commit to 
feeding his sheep and helping all those 
who hunger in mind, body and spirit.

MAY
7

8 a.m. to 12 noon

BLOOD DRIVE
Life House

You can sign up for your donation time at 
tinyyurl.com/5/5ad99dm99s. All donors get free 
queso from Torchy’s Tacos as a thank you for 
donating! For further information, contact 
Steve Isaacson at sisaacson551@g@gmail.com

MAY
14

12 noon – 2 p.m.

LET’S TALK! BIRDS, BEES, 
BUTTERFLIES & TREES
Parish Activity Center (PAC)

Would you like to see more birds and butterflies in your yard? 
Can you do more to protect God’s Creation and your family? The 
Creation Care Team invites you to listen to our guest speakers 
from the Audubon Society and the City of Austin Parks & Rec. 
They will explain how Texas plays a major role in the migration 
of birds and pollinators, addressing the threats they face and 
what we can do in our yards, neighborhoods, city 
and state to help protect them. All ages welcome. 
There will be games, prizes and a Q&A session. 
Please sign up so we know how many to expect. 
Scan the QR code with your phone's camera or 
visit bit.ly/y/STMCCT (see the “Upcoming Events” 
section).

MAY
14

2:15 p.m.

FREE MOVIE: WINGS OF LIFE
Parish Activity Center (PAC)

Free popcorn. BYOBeverage. This movie, narrated by Meryl 
Streep and produced by Disneynature, is an intimate look at 
incredible and increasingly threatened creatures that a third of 
the world’s food supply depends upon. Seating will be provided 
but you can bring your own chair(s), picnic 
blanket, bean bag, etc. to watch the movie. Please 
scan the QR code with your phone’s camera or 
visit bit.ly/y/STMCCT to sign up so we know how 
many to expect.

2022 CATHOLIC BUILD
This Spring, Austin Habitat for Humanity is providing 
an opportunity for you to put your faith into action! Join 
Catholics from all around Austin as we build the 26th Catholic 
Build dream home for another hard-working, deserving 
family in our community. Bishop McCarthy started this 
themed-build back in 1999, and we need you to help us 

continue his legacy of partnering with Habitat in providing 
a hand up, not a hand out, for a family in need. This build 
takes place every Saturday at 6512 Farrell Glen Dr., Austin, 
TX 78724.Volunteer, build, pray or contribute financially to 
the 2022 Catholic Build today! To learn more on how to get 
involved please visit stmaustin.org/g/habitat-for-humanityy.
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Around the Diocese

Catholic Charities is honored to serve our nation’s 
heroes who have tirelessly served our country. The 
St. Michael’s Veteran Services program supports 
active-duty service members, veterans and their 
dependents through case management and financial 
assistance. Learn more by calling (512) 651-6100 or visit 
ccctx.org/g/st-michaels-veteran-services.

MAY
4

11 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. or 4:30 - 6 p.m.

MEET AND GREET
Annunciation Maternity Home, Georgetown

Please join the staff and benefactors for hors d’oeuvres and 
refreshments to meet the new Executive Director and learn 
about the exciting things happening at Annunciation Maternity 
Home. For more information, visit thematernityyhome.orgg or 
call (512) 864-7755.

MAY

5
12 noon - 12:30 p.m.

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER
El Salido Park

In honor of the annual National Day of Prayer, come join 
your neighbors at 11500 El Salido Pkwy (behind Purple Sage 
Elementary) for a time of prayer. If you have time afterwards, 
bring a sack lunch and visit with your neighbors and friends.

MAY
6

9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

THE PEACE PRAYER RETREAT
Cedarbrake Catholic Retreat Center, Belton

During this trying time of war, it seems appropriate to reflect 
upon the Peace Prayer, attributed to Francis of Assisi. Based 
upon his book, Soul Training with the Peace Prayer of St. 
Francis, Franciscan Father Albert Haase will explore the 
implications of the Peace Prayer and how it can shape the 
contours of the soul by challenging us to live lives of service and 
selflessness. The cost is $45, and lunch is included. Register at 
cedarbrake.orgg or call (254) 780-2436.

MAY
14

8 a.m.

MASS FOR HEALING OF 
MENTAL ILLNESS
St. Albert the Great Parish, Austin

Immediately after the Mass, a resource fair will be available 
in the parish activity center (PAC). Breakfast tacos and 
representatives from various mental health agencies will be on 
hand. For more information, visit saintalbert.orgg.

LADIES OF CHARITY: LAKE TRAVIS 
THRIFT SHOP OPENINGS

The Ladies of Charity are hiring two new Assistant 
Managers for the beautiful new Lake Travis Thrift Shop at 
440 Medical Parkway in Lakeway. These individuals will 
report to the Manager, Carole Ganthier. The positions are 
part time, three days per week, working from 9 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. and may include some Saturdays. Please submit 
a resume by email to Nancy Gilluly, President of the Ladies 
of Charity, at nggilluly@y@austin.rr.com.
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MAY
16

through May 17th

DCCW CONVENTION
Austin Marriott North, 
Round Rock

Fr. Paul-Michael Piega and Cheryl 
Maxwell will be the keynote presenters 
on the theme of “Renewing our Faith.” 
Women from all parishes are welcome 
to this annual convention hosted by the 
Austin Diocesan Council of Catholic 
Women (ADCCW). Details are available at 
austindiocesancouncilofcatholicwomen.
orgg.

JUN

3
 through June 8th

SILENT SUMMER 
RETREAT
Cedarbrake Catholic Retreat 
Center, Belton

Franciscan Father Albert Haase will give 
one morning talk each day, celebrate daily 
Mass and be available for confession. 
An afternoon devotion will be offered 
each day and an option for spiritual 
direction will be available. Stay for two 
to five nights. Cost with meals and linens 
varies by number of nights. Register at 
austindiocese.org/g/cedarbrake or call 
(254) 780-2436.

Parish Contacts
Clergy

Very Rev. Michael J. O’Connor 
Pastor 
frmichael@stmaustin.org

Rev. Callan Sweeney 
Parochial Vicar 
frcallan@stmaustin.org

Rev. David Trahan 
Parochial Vicar 
frdavid@stmaustin.org

Deacon Dan Lupo 
deacondan@stmaustin.org 

Deacon Tom Mallinger 
deacontomm@stmaustin.org 

Deacon Pat O’Beirne 
deaconpat@stmaustin.org 

Deacon Pete A. Schwab 
deaconpete@stmaustin.org 

Deacon Thomas Suniga 
deaconthomas@stmaustin.org 

Administration
Lori White 
Accounting 
lwhite@stmaustin.org

Terry Wilkes 
Bridal Coordinator 
terry@stmaustin.org

Andy DeHart 
Business Administrator 
andy1@stmaustin.org

Adrian Sanchez 
Communications 
asanchez@stmaustin.org

J.W. Green 
Facilities 
jw1@stmaustin.org

Jennifer Fangman 
Liturgy 
jfangman@stmaustin.org

Denise Abele 
Marriage & Family Life 
dabele@stmaustin.org

Danielle White 
Membership 
dwhite@stmaustin.org

Stephanie Mire 
Music 
smire@stmaustin.org

Karen Lawson 
Music 
karen@stmaustin.org

Cindy Acosta 
Childcare Center 
cindy1@stmaustin.org

Debra Lohrstorfer 
Office Administrator 
debra@stmaustin.org

Liz Franklin 
Reception 
efranklin@stmaustin.org

Jennifer Bibbo 
Social Outreach 
jbibbo@stmaustin.org

Marlene Miller 
Gift Shop 
giftshop@stmaustin.org

Faith Formation (512) 258-1944
Jill Goeters 
Director 
jill1@stmaustin.org

Johanna Isburgh 
Asst. Director 
johanna@stmaustin.org

vacant 
Elementary School 

Andrea Cochran 
Middle School 
andrea@stmaustin.org

Logan Mayes 
Life Teen 
logan@stmaustin.org

Dawn Rouen 
Adult Faith 
drouen@stmaustin.org

Preschool (512) 258-1721
Cindy Acosta 
Director 
cindy1@stmaustin.org

Julie Olesen 
Asst. Director 
jolesen@stmaustin.org

Council Chairpersons
Jim Lonergan 
Pastoral Council 
(512) 940-0924

Ione Voor 
Finance Council 
(954) 325-2327

Main Phone  . . . . . . . . . . . (512) 258-1161
Main Fax  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(512) 258-8812
Address  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10205 N FM 620
 Austin, TX 78726
Website  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . stmaustin.org

Parish Office Hours
MONDAY - THURSDAY

9 a.m. - 12 noon and 1 - 5 p.m.
FRIDAY

9 a.m. - 12 noon and 1 - 4 p.m.
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ETHICS & INTEGRITY IN MINISTRY (EIM)
Keeping current with EIM training is required for all who serve in ministry at STM. We are a no tolerance parish.

What is Ethics & Integrity in Ministry (EIM)? EIM is a diocesan training and screening process focused on helping 
our community prevent and respond to abuse. It includes required workshops and background checks for all who work or 
volunteer in ministry as well as policies for reporting abuse.

Why is EIM required for all who serve in ministry at St. Thomas More? We have a shared commitment to 
ensuring our parish is a safe place for everyone, especially children and vulnerable adults. The more people who are aware of 
abuse warning signs, the more effective we can be in keeping our communities safe (parish, neighborhood, family, schools). 
With this in mind, our parish community is committed to following the Diocese of Austin's Ethics and Integrity in Ministry 
(EIM) policies.

Follow these three steps to stay current with EIM:

Visit stmaustin.org/eim to get started or log in to eappsdb.com/austin 
to check your EIM Compliance certification expiration.

EIM Policies require all clergy, religious, seminarians, employees and adult volunteers serving in any EIM compliance-
required ministry to submit an EIM Application for Ministry (one-time only at austindiocese.org/application) prior to 
service. New applicants must attend an in-person EIM Workshop within 60 days of application submission and all applicants 
must update/renew compliance at least once every three years at austindiocese.org/eim-compliance-status. NOTE: starting 
February 1st, new applicants must attend an in-person EIM Workshop within 30 days of application submission.

If you are a new applicant who has submitted an EIM application and need to attend an in-person EIM workshop, please 
contact our EIM site administrator for workshop information: Danielle White at dwhite@stmaustin.org or (512) 258-1161.

Complete the 
Application

Attend a 
Workshop

Renew Your 
Workshop
(EVERY THREE YEARS)
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