
ST. PIUS X CHURCH REYNOLDSBURG, OHIO

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
January 28, 2018

Save us, O Lord our God!

 MASSES FOR
JANUARY 29-FEBRUARY 4, 2018

Monday
  8:30 a.m.  (MDF)  +Peg Brock by Judy Cafmeyer 
Tuesday 
  8:30 a.m.  (MDF)  +Giacomo D’Eramo by The Family
Wednesday 
  8:30 a.m.  (MDF)  +Lisa Bradford McBride 
    by Jim & Sandy Bradford
Thursday 
  8:30 a.m.  (MDF)  +Gregory Griffith by Peggy Stone 
Friday 
  8:30 a.m.  (MPG)  +Vanese Cedar 
    by The Morsea Family
Saturday 
  5:00 p.m.  (MDF)  +Evelyn Scheck by Agnes S.
Sunday 
  8:30 a.m.   +Daniel J. Monahan 
    by Mr. & Mrs. Dan Monahan, II
  10:15 a.m.   +Isvan Mercer 
    by The Antommarchi Family 
  12:00 p.m.   Living & Deceased 
    Members of the Parish 

COUNTING OUR BLESSINGS

For the Week of January 21, 2018:
Budget Requirements ..........................................  $ 19,000.00
Actual Offertory Received:  ................................. $  10,848.78
Weekly Surplus (Deficit): ..................................... $  (8,151.22)

**EFT (Debit) Program: .......................................  $  931.00
Envelope Offering: ..............................................  $  8,264.73
Cash Offering: ......................................................  $  1,653.05
Total Offering: ......................................................  $  10,848.78

Debit Program Participants:  .................................................47
Envelopes Used:....................................................................263

For the Month of January 2018:
MTD Budget Requirements: ............................... $ 57,000.00
MTD Actual Offertory Received:  ...................... $ 47,570.82
MTD Surplus (Deficit): ........................................  $  (9,429.18) 

YTD Budget Requirements ................................  $ 584,500.00
YTD Actual Offertory Received:  ........................ $ 565,377.31
YTD Surplus (Deficit) ..........................................  $ (19,122.69)

COLLECTION COUNTERS
Sunday, February 4

CAPTAIN: ED KRAUSE
 Team 1: Norbert Stalica, Susan Gilmore, Ken & Marcia Marr

SCHOOL NEWS

National Catholic Schools Week
Tuesday, January 30…
 Open House, School, 6:30-8:00 p.m. 
Friday, January 26…
 School Mass, Grade 1-8, 8:30 a.m.
 Weekly Update Posted

NEWLY REGISTERED: Jon, Valerie, Isaac & Lana Hannahs; 
Christina Weisner, Riley & Wyatt Muncy; Michael, Arrica, 
Braylon and Broxton Preston

IN OUR PARISH

CONGRATULATIONS TO PARISHIONER TOM VOLLMER: 
St. Pius X parishioner Tom Vollmer has been named the 2018 
“Catholic Man of the Year” for the Diocese of Columbus!
The annual award is given to a man in the Columbus Diocese 
who goes above and beyond for his parish, his faith, the Catholic 
Church, the Diocese of Columbus and his community.
The award recognizes a Catholic man who is faithful to the 
Church and truly puts his faith into action daily by serving his 
family, parish and community.
Tom’s activities and ministries are too numerous to list but 
include the Knights of Columbus Council 5253, That Man is You!, 
Gospel Road, Adoration Team, Divine Mercy Prayer Group and 
the Ronald McDonald House at Nationwide Children’s Hospital. 
Tom will be presented with his award by Bishop Frederick 
Campbell at a luncheon on Friday, February 2 at 12:30 p.m. at 
St. Patrick’s Church, 280 N. Grant Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215. 
All are welcome and encouraged to attend the luncheon award 
ceremony. Tickets are $10.00 per person, payable at the door and 
do not require a reservation.
Congratulations to Tom and his wife Chris and many thanks for 
all that you do for your family, the Parish, the Diocese and our 
Community! 
You are an authentic Catholic man and a true disciple of Christ!

FINANCIAL UPDATE = OFFERTORY 
“Give to the Most High as He has given to you, generously, according 
to your means. For the Lord is one who always repays, and He will give 
back to you sevenfold.” 

– Sirach 35:9-10

We want to notify our parishioners who are all so generous to 
make sure we maintain our level of offertory. After reviewing 
our fiscal year at the halfway point, December 31, 2017, our 
offertory is, unfortunately, behind by over $42,000.00 compared 
to last year. We realize with the Christmas holiday that your 
expenditures are channeled in that direction. Therefore, we hope 
that your level of giving returns to normal. We are grateful to all 
parishioners and their offertory gifts and wanted to inform you 
of our current shortfall and any extra gift of offertory would be 
greatly appreciated. 



FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME JANUARY 28, 2018

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS – (H): Host • (C): Cup

February 3-4 H: (2) – Pulpit side/ H: (2) – Organ side C: (3) – Pulpit side/ C: (3) – Organ side

5:00 p.m. 
(P) Theresa Wiseman & Lee Brock
(O) Lisa Herbert & Patti Sperry

(P) Donna Nesbitt, Scott Marsh, Cynthia Moder
(O) Jean Roberts, Jim Perry & Joseph Supino

8:30 a.m.
(P) Joyce Guth & Nancy Majerus
(O) Kim Bratz & Paul Bratz

(P) Tom Halpin, Gerald Cooke & Linda Dlugiewicz
(O) Paul Bratz, III, Blake Bratz, Adam Searles

10:15 a.m.
(P) Teresa Ogershok, Karen Yarger & Paul Yarger
(O) Karen Kostora, Rose Crane & Gordon Burke

(P) Gary Heydinger, Christina Zacovic, Bailee Zacovic 
      & Maggie DelRosario
(O) Pat Rolwing, Debra Orellana, Juan Orellana & Bernie Lindquist

12:00 p.m. 
(P) Dave Roby &Genet Redden
(O) Mary Ann & Wayne Wingard

(P) Patrice White, Judy Burtyk & Jennifer Powell
(O) Juanita Rickman, Dominic Nocera & Jon Caruso

LITURGICAL MINISTERS SCHEDULE: FEBRUARY 3/4, 2018
 Contact Nancy Majerus at nancy.majerus@gmail.com with any changes or scheduling requests.

THIS WEEK AT SAINT PIUS X – JANUARY 29-FEBRUARY 4, 2018

Monday
 Walking With Purpose Bride’s Room 9:30-11:00 a.m.
 Pray Rosary for the Sick Church Vestibule 6:30 p.m.
 TMIY! Evening Session PAC 7:00-8:30 p.m.
Tuesday
 SPX School Open House School 6:30-8:00 p.m.
Wednesday
 Adoration Church 7:30 a.m.-7:30 p.m.
 Divine Mercy Tabernacle 6:00 p.m.
 Walking With Purpose Café 7:00 p.m.
 Choir Church 7:15 p.m.
Thursday
 TMIY! Café 5:45-7:15 a.m.
 Faith Sharing Bride’s Room 9:30-11:00 a.m.
 Children’s Choir Church 5:15-5:45 p.m.
 RCIA  PAC 7:00 p.m.
 New Creation Bride’s Room 7:00 p.m. 
Friday 
 SPX School Mass Church 8:30 a.m.
Saturday
 Men’s FS & SS Rectory 6:30-8:00 a.m.
 K of C Pasta Dinner Café 5:30-7:30 p.m.
 Confirmation Bake Sale Church After Mass
Sunday 
 Recite the Rosary Church After 10:15 a.m. Mass
 Confirmation Bake Sale Church After All Masses
 Baptism Class PAC 1:00 p.m. 
 PSR School 5:00-6:30 p.m.

February 3-4 Lectors Servers Greeters Gift Bearers

5:00 p.m. 
Pam Gruenwald 
& Leah Kelly

Andrew Ba., Riley Ma. & Michael Sc. Diane Einstein Holly Bare 
& Family

8:30 a.m.
Mary Ellen Theaumont 
& T.J. Bryan

Julia Ka., Nolan Ha. & Andrew Cro. Bob & 
Pam Briggs

Nancy Majerus

10:15 a.m.
Shelly & 
Richard Shoemaker

Liam Za., Lexis Al. & Dominic Re. Debra Orellana Amy & Steve 
Ogden Family

12:00 p.m.
Sandy & Tim Puet Elizabeth Kessler, Naomi Redden & 

Savannah Rowsey
None Mary Ann & 

Wayne Wingard



ST. PIUS X CHURCH REYNOLDSBURG, OHIO

LENT THIS YEAR: Join our faith community and nearly 14,000 
Catholic communities across the United States in a life changing 
Lenten Journey of encounter with Catholic Relief Service Rice 
Bowl. Pick up your CRS Rice Bowl (one per family) from the 
back of Church the weekend of February 10 and 11. There will be 
NO Soup Suppers this year! Our prayer, fasting, and almsgiving, 
as a parish, will be through the Rice Bowl program. Simply eat 
one meager meal a week and donate the cost of a family meal 
to the Rice Bowl. At the end of Lent, we will collect your family 
contributions and donate the money to Catholic Relief Services 
as we did with the Soup Supper donations. Watch the bulletin for 
additional details as Lent approaches. For information, contact 
Leah Kelly at 614-866-2859.

2018 COLUMBUS CATHOLIC WOMEN’S 
CONFERENCE:

Saturday, February 17 at 8:00 a.m. 
The Ohio Expo Center at the Ohio State Fairgrounds 

(plenty of parking). 
717 E. 17th Street, Columbus, OH 43215. 

Carpooling/car caravan will be 
leaving SPX church parking lot at 7:00 a.m. 
Tickets are: $40.00, adult; $25.00, student. 

Register online at columbuscatholicwomen.com.
Speakers will be Lisa Hendley, Obianuju Ekeocha, 
Matt & Lisa Laboda & Fr. Ignatius Mazanowski.

Questions? Please email/text/call Jeanne Swisher 
(swisherjf@gmail.com; 614-314-2428).

2018 COLUMBUS CATHOLIC MEN’S CONFERENCE:
Saturday, February 24 at 8:00 a.m. 

The Ohio Expo Center at the Ohio State Fairgrounds 
(plenty of parking).

717 E. 17th Street, Columbus, OH 43215. 
Carpooling/car caravan will be leaving 

SPX church parking lot at 7:00 a.m. 
Tickets are: $40.00, adult; $25.00, student. 

Register online at catholicmensministry.com. 
Speakers will be Dr. Scott Hahn, Jeff Cavins and Chris 

Stefanick
Questions? Please email/text/call John Swisher 

(swisher721@gmail.com; 614-477-7730).

PARISH MISSION: Mark your calendars now for the annual 
Parish Mission being held Sunday-Tuesday evening, March 4-6, 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Church. Watch the bulletin for more details.

ALL-U-CAN-EAT SPAGHETTI DINNER: Knights of Columbus 
Council 5253 will be holding another “All-U-Can-Eat” Spaghetti 
Dinner on Saturday, February 3rd, from 5:30-7:00 p.m., in the 
school cafeteria. 2 kinds of pasta, meatballs, garlic bread, salad, 
drinks (coffee/punch/water) and the Lady Knights will have a 
dessert table with plenty of goodies. Join us for some good food, 
good desserts and great fellowship! Proceeds benefit vocations in 
the Diocese. Adults, $7.00; Seniors, $6.00; Children, $5.00. Take-
out orders certainly available! All welcome! All invited!

8TH GRADE AIDE IS NEEDED FOR PSR ON SUNDAYS. The 
PSR (Parish School of Religion) is looking for an adult or college 
age person to be an eighth grade aide for the remainder of the 
year. The SPX Website has a list of all the PSR dates and times. 
This position would require someone to have the Protecting 
God’s Children requirements. If you have any questions or can 
fill the position, please call De Ann Bukowski at 614-864-3505 
(Tuesday-Friday) or 614-648-9191.

WALKING WITH PURPOSE 
Opening Your Heart Connect Coffee Talk: 

Marriage – Transformed by Grace
Did you enter your marriage with expectations? While 
some things are the way we hoped, there may be areas of 
disappointment or sources of deep dissatisfaction and pain. 
So where should we turn with those unmet expectations? We 
turn to Christ. Nothing is hidden from his sight. Please join 
us for a taste of Walking with Purpose as we discuss how 
God has our best interests at heart and be ready to watch 
your marriage be transformed by His grace. No experience 
necessary, just come as you are, bring a friend or two or 
more for some coffee and a chance to see what Walking with 
Purpose is all about! 

 Wednesday January 31, 2018, 7:00 p.m. in the Cafeteria
 “See I am doing something new! 

Now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 
 In the wilderness I make a way, in the wasteland, rivers.” 

(Isaiah 42:19)
Walking with Purpose is a women’s Catholic Bible Study 
held on Wednesday evenings in the cafeteria and Monday 
mornings in the Bride’s Room. The program aims to bring 
women to a closer relationship with Christ. Personal study 
and small group discussions at WWP each week link our 
everyday challenges with the solutions given to us through 
the teachings of Christ and the Catholic Church. For more 
information, contact Cyndi Williams at cyndiw2000@yahoo.
com or 614-860-9587. 

THE LENTEN SEASON BOOK STUDY for faith sharing groups 
is Understanding the Mass by Mike Aquilina. The books will be 
available in the back of church by the pamphlet rack. Be sure to 
stop by and pick up a book for yourself or your group. Another 
book will be available after Easter for springtime study. 

CATHOLIC TIMES: Next week, our parish collection begins for 
the Catholic Times weekly newspaper. This donation HELPS 
OUR PARISH provide the Catholic Times to you and many 
of our parishioners. Donation envelopes for this collection are 
included in your January/February packet of envelopes. For 
a minimum donation of ONLY $17 per year (less than 39 cents 
per issue), readers receive a Catholic perspective on the world 
around us; local, national, worldwide, pro-life and Vatican news; 
diocesan, parish and school stories; articles, regular columns, 
editorials and events are delivered right to your home. As an 
evangelization tool, Bishop Campbell encourages every Catholic 
family to receive the Catholic Times. Use your envelope to sign 
up for the Catholic Times, the newspapers of our diocese, or to 
renew your subscription. If you donate electronically, you can 
still receive the Catholic Times. Simply place your donation in 
an envelope marked “Catholic Times” with your Name on it and 
drop it in the Sunday collection basket during February. Thank 
you for your support.

ROMANS 12:13 NEW PARISHIONER BRUNCH: All those 
new to St. Pius X, new to the Catholic Faith, those that may have 
missed an earlier brunch or anyone who’s been away from the 
Church and has now returned home, we cordially invite you and 
your family to attend a New Parishioner Brunch after the 10:15 
a.m. Mass on February 11th 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in the school 
cafeteria. The brunch will be an excellent opportunity to meet 
our ministry team, other ministry leaders as well as pastoral staff 
members and to learn about the St. Pius X Parish Family! Please 
be sure to attend and we look forward to meeting you!
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DON’T GIVE UP CHOCOLATE FOR LENT! This year, do 
something different. Join our parish for BEST LENT EVER, a free 
email program from Dynamic Catholic that will help you have 
a life-changing Lent. Each day, you’ll receive an email with… 
Inspirational Videos – Practical Tips – Encouraging Stories. Sign 
up today at DynamicCatholic.com/40Days.

CONFIRMATION BAKE SALE AND DAILY PRAYER 
INTENTIONS FOR THE CONFIRMATION CANDIDATES
•	 The 2nd Confirmation Bake Sale will be held the weekend 

of February 3 and 4, after all weekend Masses. The Bake 
Sale will help the Confirmation Candidates toward the 
cost of their Confirmation Retreat on March 10 and 11. We 
thank you for your help in advance.

•	 Also, the Confirmation Candidates are asking you to 
pray for them while they are on their journey toward 
Confirmation on May 21. At the end of the Bake Sale area, 
you can choose a Confirmation Prayer Intention written 
by one of the Confirmation Candidates. Please keep them 
in your daily prayers until Confirmation and beyond. If 
you have any questions, please feel free to call De Ann 
Bukowski at 614-864-3505.

COMING FOR LENT, BEGINNING THURSDAY, 
FEBRUARY 15

“Oremus: A Guide to Catholic Prayer” teaches you the 
essentials of an effective and fruitful prayer life. Over 
the course of eight weeks, you will discover how to place 
yourself in the presence of God. Following the wisdom of 
the saints and the Tradition of the Church, you will learn 
how to express yourself to God in prayer, and how to make 
prayer an integral part of your daily life. Oremus includes 
video presentations by Fr. Mark Toups, lively small-group 
discussions, and inspiring readings and reflections for each 
day. For more information, see the preview video on the 
Adult Faith Formation page of the parish website.
Join us beginning Thursday, February 15, and continuing 
on Thursday evenings through April 12. There is a student 
workbook, so advance registration is necessary. Register 
online via the Adult Faith Formation page. The cost is $15.00 
per individual/couple, but the fee is waived for those willing 
to serve as small-group facilitators. Registration deadline is 
Monday, February 5.

VIDEO OF THE MONTH: Inspired by the diligence 
of professional athletes and St. Paul’s First Letter to 
the Corinthians, Fr. Mike Schmitz encourages us to 
approach our prayer life—and life in general—with 
a goal and sense of purpose. Getting physically in 

shape requires more than just a casual workout, and getting 
spiritually in shape requires more than going through the 
motions of our religion. Visit spxreynoldsburg.com/education/
adult-faith-formation.html (or, from the parish home page, 
spxreynoldsburg.com, click “Education” then “Adult Faith 
Formation”).

HOW ABOUT A NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION TO FIRM 
UP YOUR FAITH? Formed.org is a website that can best be 
described as “Netflix for Catholics.” It provides a comprehensive 
offering of high quality movies, short videos, audio books, and 
seminars from well-known Catholic teachers and presenters who 
will help you grow and develop your faith. Formed is available 
via your computer, tablet, or mobile phone, so you can watch 
and listen no matter where you are – any time, any place – the 
Catholic faith on demand. There is a free 7-day trial and if you 
continue, the cost is $9.99 per month, which is less than many gym 
memberships. Check out the preview video on the Adult Faith 
Formation web page on the parish website. There’s something 
for everyone. Give it a try!

WE ARE CONTINUING TO SAY THE ROSARY every Sunday 
after the 10:15 a.m. Mass. We encourage you to plan to stay at least 
one Sunday a month to pray for the special needs of your family. 
We also invite each of our ministries to choose one Sunday a year 
to pray for the needs of your ministry. Contact Denise Colucci to 
reserve a Sunday. You only need to show up.

AROUND TOWN 

BISHOP HARTLEY HIGH SCHOOL invites all ladies to join 
us for the 27th annual Luncheon and Style Show to be held, 
Saturday, February 24th, from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at Jefferson 
Country Club. Please visit www.bishop-hartley.org for more 
information or to register. Contact Marilyn at 614-580-7381 or by 
email at mstien54@yahoo.com with any questions.

WORLD MARRIAGE DAY CELEBRATION: The Vocation of 
Marriage, A Supernatural Calling. All married couples are invited 
to the Diocesan Celebration of World Marriage Day, Sunday, 
February 11, from 2:00-4:00 p.m., at Seton Parish, 600 Hill Road, 
Pickerington. Dr. Perry Cahall, Pontifical College Josephinum, 
will share God’s plan for marriage, and how with God’s grace we 
can live out our vows and love our spouse as God loves us. The 
celebration will end with a time of prayer. The event is free and 
child care is available through preregistration. RSVP by February 
8, 2018, at www.columbuscatholic.org/marriage-enrichment or 
614-241-2560. 

GET CLOSER TO THE ONE YOU LOVE: 
You can do that on a Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter weekend! Marriage Encounter is 
where married couples can get away from jobs, 
kids, chores, and phones and focus only on each 
other. The next weekend is February 16-18 in 
Central Ohio. For more information or to apply, 

contact Paul and Marilou Clouse at 614-834-6880 or visit our 
website at www.wwmecolumbus.org.

NEW YEAR – NEW UNDERWEAR FOR JOSEPH’S COAT: 
Joseph’s Coat has always purchased new underwear for children 
to provide for our client’s children. In 2012, we serviced 2,150 
families. In 2017, we provided for 9,337 families! In order to 
continue doing this, we need your help. So, while you’re out 
shopping, please look for deals on undies.
From January 20th thru February 3rd, we ask that you bring new 
packages of underwear in S-M-L for boys and girls to drop in our 
collection box next to the quiet room.
Or you may send a check for these to Joseph’s Coat, 240 Outerbelt 
Street #5, Columbus, Ohio 43213. Thank you for your generosity 
for these children.
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2018 SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE 

JANUARY 30 • 6:30-8:00 PM

A Catholic Tradition of Academic Excellence Since 1960

ST. PIUS X SCHOOL 
1061 Waggoner Road 
Reynoldsburg, OH 43068
www.spxelementary.com
Darren Smith, Principal
614-866-6050 ext 223

ST. PIUS X CHILDREN’S CENTER 
1067 Waggoner Road 
Reynoldsburg, OH 43068
www.spxchildrenscenter.com
Mary Benedict & Sharon Miller, Co-Directors
614-577-0826
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Join us! Discover the value of a Panther education from  
Preschool-Grade 8!

• Tour our classrooms
• Participate in fun activities
• Meet our principal and directors, faculty and staff
• Discover our elementary school’s technology lab and hear our choir 

and ukulele band
• Make a Panther art project... and more!

CAN’T ATTEND?
For more information about our school, or to schedule a personal 
tour, please contact us by phone.



PHONES
Rectory & Church Office,
 Msgr. David Funk, Deacon John Vellani, Deacon Jim Kelly (daeconkellyspx@gmail.com), 
 Michelle Carey, Leah Kelly, Judy Miller & Christina Zacovic ............................................................................................. 614-866-2859
Rectory Fax ...................................................................................................................................................................................... 614-966-1499
Cafeteria, Kim Laret ....................................................................................................................................................................... 614-866-1282
Latchkey, Beth Antommarchi ....................................................................................................................................................... 614-866-1209
School ............................................................................................................................................................................................... 614-866-6050
Children’s Center, Mary Benedict & Sharon Miller .................................................................................................................. 614-577-0826
Music Directory, John Pottkotter.................................................................................................................................................. 614-501-0104
Pastoral Minister & RCIA, Sr. Maxine Shonk ............................................................................................................................ 614-866-1575
Religious Education & Youth Ministry, De Bukowski & Judie Bryant ................................................................................... 614-864-3505
Communication Support & Email Specialist, Michelle Zuccarelli (contact@spxreynoldsburg.com) ................................ 614-866-2859 

FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME JANUARY 28, 2018
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Ask us about how Grange discounts can give you great coverage for less.

SO MANY DISCOUNTS
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Community 
for Life

Know. Understand. Care.

Continuing Care Retirement Community (CCRC)

(614) 759-0023
www.wesleyridge.com

2225 Taylor Park Dr
Reynoldsburg, OH 43068

DWAYNE R.
SPENCE

FUNERAL HOMES  
& CREMATORY

CANAL WINCHESTER 
PICKERINGTON 

ADJACENT TO SETON PARISH

614-837-7126
spencefuneralhome.com

Owned & Operated by the 
same family since 1859

CENTRAL LOCATION
403 E. Broad St. • 614-221-6665

NORTHWEST LOCATION
4661 Kenny Rd. • 614-451-5900

www.egan-ryan.com
GUARANTEED PREARRANGED FUNERAL PLANS

No Repair Too Large or Small  Lottery • Beer • Cigs
K1 KEROSENE

“The Original” REYNOLDSBURG SUNOCO
Domestic & Import Car Specialists • Certified Mechanics

Save 5¢ per gallon 7098 E. Main Street
up to 20 gallons Reynoldsburg, OH
w/ coupon ad

614-861-4222

Scali Ristorante
Authentic Italian Cuisine

1903 St. Rt. 256 –
Livingston Center/Reynoldsburg

614-759-7764

614-864-3951

Family owned & operated for over 40 years!
Bobby Dawes • Bill Dawes • Mary Beth Culbertson

614-751-6467
1282 Hill Road N.,

Pickerington, OH 43147

Creating Healing Experiences Since 1855
5360 E. Livingston • (614) 861-6268

Schoedinger.com
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Pat Reade
44 S. High Street

Canal Winchester, Ohio 43110
614-837-5558 • preade@inscircle.com

The Insurance cIrcle

SAINT OF THE DAY FOR JANUARY 30

Blessed Mary Angela Truszkowska
(May 16, 1825-October 10, 1899)

Blessed Mary Angela Truszkowska’s Story: Today we honor a woman who submitted to 
God’s will throughout her life—a life filled with pain and suffering.

Born in 1825 in central Poland and baptized Sophia, she contracted tuberculosis as a young 
girl. The forced period of convalescence gave her ample time for reflection. Sophia felt called 
to serve God by working with the poor, including street children and the elderly homeless in 

Warsaw’s slums. In time, her cousin joined her in the work.

In 1855, the two women made private vows and consecrated themselves to the Blessed Mother. 
New followers joined them. Within two years, they formed a new congregation, which came to be 

known as the Felician Sisters. As their numbers grew, so did their work, and so did the pressures on 
Mother Angela (the new name Sophia took in religious life).

Mother Angela served as superior for many years until ill health forced her to resign at the age of 44. She watched the 
order grow and expand, including missions to the United States among the sons and daughters of Polish immigrants.

Pope John Paul II beatified her in 1993.

Like Saints Francis of Assisi and Ignatius of Antioch, Blessed Mary Angela experienced a conversion while convalescing 
from an illness. The Lord can use sickness as well as other situations to speak to the heart of an individual. This does not 
imply that God caused the illness; just that he used the opportunity to speak to Blessed Angela’s heart.


