
My dear parishioners,

With Lent beginning on March 6th, I have 
been thinking more and more about the 
abundance of opportunities we have to 
grow closer to our Lord during this very 
special season. Elsewhere in this edition 
of Connections, you will find an extensive 
schedule of what will be happening here 
at St. Pius X throughout this Lent. It’s 
quite the catalog: filled with Sacraments, 
devotions, retreats, and reflections!

One of the many great, traditional devotions of our Catholic 
heritage is the Way of the Cross, also known as the Stations of 
the Cross, in which we reflect on the journey that our Redeemer 
made for us, leading into His Passion, Death and Resurrection.

Why would we want to do such a thing? Why does the Church 
encourage us to meditate on the savagery and violence done 
to Christ, which culminated in the crucifixion of the One that 
we adore? Pope Benedict XVI once explained it like this: “What 
on the outside is simply brutal violence – the Crucifixion – from 
within becomes an act of total self-giving love… Violence is 
transformed into love, and death into life.”

Contemplating the Way of the Cross is really about 
contemplating God’s total self-giving. It is about appreciating 
the cost of true love. It is about coming to a deeper 
understanding that God holds nothing back. It is about finding 
our way forward – persevering through the sufferings and 
difficulties that life brings – by following in the steps of the One 
who has already traced the way ahead. It is about developing 
an even deeper trust in God: that when we surrender our hearts 
to Him, He transforms them from within, no matter how dark 
and lonely the path of life can sometimes be. 

Praying through the Way of the Cross is about seeing ourselves 
personally reflected in the eyes of Jesus at every station and 
hearing Him tell our hearts: “You are worth this to me.” At every 
station, absolute love affirms our absolute worth to Him.

For these reasons, and more, we meditate on the Way of the 
Cross – not only as the Lord’s course to our salvation, but as 
a course for us in learning the Way of Love. We adore You, O 
Christ and we praise You.  Because by Your holy Cross, You have 
redeemed the world!

Peace and prayers, 
Father David Young
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TerraNova® 2018 Results
Every year in October students at St. Pius X School in grades 2-8 take the TerraNova® 
Assessment.  Students are tested in math, reading, language, science, social studies, and 
reasoning.  While standardized testing yields important information regarding our future 
instruction and assists us with certain class placements, it is only a snapshot of a student’s 
ability.  Once again, we are very impressed with our results and we attribute it to the hard 
work of our students, staff, and families! We are sure you will agree when you review the 
data below. TerraNova® Score Reports were sent home with students before the Christmas 
break. If you have any questions about your child’s results, please do not hesitate to 
contact your child’s teacher or an administrator.  

Of all the 3rd Grade Objectives assessed, the average scores of our 3rd graders were at 
or above the Diocesan Averages 97% of the time and well above the National Averages 
100% of the time. 

Of all the 4th Grade Objectives assessed, the average scores of our 4th graders were at 
or above the Diocesan Averages 98% of the time and well above the National Averages 
100% of the time. 

Of all the 5th Grade Objectives assessed, the average scores of our 5th graders were at 
or above the Diocesan Averages 74% of the time and well above the National Averages 
100% of the time. 

Of all the 6th Grade Objectives assessed, the average scores of our 6th graders were at 
or above the Diocesan Averages 84% of the time and well above the National Averages 
100% of the time. 

Of all the 7th Grade Objectives assessed, the average scores of our 7th graders were 
above the Diocesan Averages 100% of the time and well above the National Averages 
100% of the time. 

Of all the 8th Grade Objectives assessed, the average scores of our 8th graders were at 
or above the Diocesan Averages 94% of the time and well above the National Averages 
100% of the time. 

 St. Pius X TerraNova ®Average Grade Equivalent October 2018

Grade Reading ELA Language Math Science SS

3rd 4.3 4 3.8 4 4.7 4.4

4th 5.2 5.4 5.3 5.4 5.1 6.3

5th 7.2 7 6.4 6.8 7.5 6.6

6th 8.3 9.1 9.4 8.7 8.1 8.6

7th 10.9 11.8 12.5 11.3 11.3 11.4

8th 12.1 12.2 12.1 11.6 11.1 10.8

 
Darren Smith 
Principal, St. Pius X Elementary School 
614-866-6050 • dasmith@cdeducation.org
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I recently finished a course in Catholic 
Church history that dedicated a 
pretty extensive section to Pope Saint 
Pius X, who is the namesake of our 
parish.   During   his papacy, he did 
many things including reforming 
canon law, expanding the role of the 
lay ministry and mission within the 
church, reforming church music and, 
most of all, he placed a new focus on 
the Eucharist in the spiritual life of our 
Catholic Church.  

Pope Pius X encouraged everyone to 
receive Holy Communion frequently; 
children could start receiving their first 
Communion prior to Confirmation 
when they could realize the uniqueness 
of the Eucharistic host and, a Catholic 
receiving Holy Communion only 
needed to be in a state of grace and 
have the right intention.  He has been 
referred to as the Pope of the Eucharist. 

This year, our Communion candidates 
will be making their first Communion 
on May 4, 2019.  Please keep these 
young people in our prayers before and 
after this important day in their lives.  
Being able to receive the Eucharist 
before Confirmation can help a person’s 

life in many ways.  I have personally 
witnessed a large group of high school 
sophomores and juniors who were 
literally devastated by the loss of 
three of their friends in a car accident.  
They were out of control in grief until 
one-by-one the priest gave them Our 
Lord Jesus Christ in the sacrament 
of the Eucharist.  Before receiving 
Communion, they were crying, laying in 
the pews and holding their teddy bears 
but after receiving the Eucharist, they 
were calm and put down their stuffed 
toys.  The grace they received from the 
Eucharist calmed them down where 
words and actions could not.

Pope Pius X chose, for the most part, to 
put his efforts into the internal life of our 
Catholic Church.  Our building campaign 
contains part of his favorite motto, “To 
restore all things in Christ in order that 
Christ may be all in all.” *

God Bless, 

De Ann Bukowski 
Coordinator of Religious Education  

*Quotation from A History of the 
Christian Tradition

Pope Saint Pius X:
The Pope of the Eucharist

Pope Saint Pius X  in a photo taken
in 1905 during his papacy,  

which began on August 4, 1903,  
and ended August 20, 1914.

The Importance of 
Play in Preschool
Children learn through play.  A preschool 
program that recognizes the importance 
of play is going to offer your child the best 
opportunities to learn.

Play is how children begin to understand 
their world.  Children develop socialization 
skills by playing with other children.  Play 
helps children learn to solve problems in 
an environment that is supportive to this 
process. Children also develop the critical 
thinking skills necessary to ask questions and 
figure out how things work.  Through these 
activities, children continue to strengthen 
their language development. 

Block Play  –  It is very important for children to 
be able to hold on to something like blocks and 
to be able to build with them.  That helps them 
make sense of their world.  When children are 
building with blocks, they are developing their 
large muscles  and math concepts.

Art Activities  –  When children are exposed 
to different art mediums, this is a chance for 
them to be creative and an opportunity for 
them to use open-ended materials. 

Dramatic Play  –   Dramatic play offers social 
and emotional development as well as 
language development.  You can incorporate 
writing skills into dramatic play as well.  When 
children internalize it through play, they will 
be ready to move on to formal writing when 
they get into kindergarten.

We are a play-based preschool and Pre-K here 
at St. Pius X Children’s Center.  Why?  Because 
all the scientific research that has been done 
has found this method to be most effective.  
When little children love coming to school, 
that is when they learn best.  They do not like 
to sit still at their desks and do worksheets, 
thereby stifling learning.

We take very seriously our mission here and 
regularly attend continuing education classes 
concerning effective teaching methods in 
early childhood education.  We are registering 
next year’s fall classes for 2019  very soon.  For 
information or to schedule a tour, please call me 
at 614-577-0826.

Sharon Miller 
Director, St. Pius X Children’s Center 
Preschool & Pre-K 
614-577-0826
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The St. Pius X Youth Group is excited to partner with Messiah Lutheran Church in 
maintaining Blessing Box # 21!   What is a Blessing Box, you ask?  It is a small free 
pantry stocked with non-perishable food items, basic toiletries, baby supplies, or 
anything else that might be considered a blessing to someone in need.  There are 
currently 23 Blessing Boxes scattered throughout the Columbus, Ohio area.  Items 
in the box are anonymously donated and anonymously received.   A simple rule 
applies... Leave what you can, and take what you need.  Those who benefit from 
Blessing Boxes include seniors on fixed incomes, unemployed and under-employed 
individuals, the homeless, school children home on breaks who are normally fed 
through school lunch programs, and many, many others.
 
St. Pius X high school students aided in the completion of two of these boxes as 
a part of their annual Gospel Road Urban Mission this past summer. The first was 
installed at Messiah Lutheran Church and plans are underway to install the second 
box on the campus of Ohio University in Lancaster, Ohio. Please help us share this 
information, both with those in need and those who wish to donate.    Additionally, 
please be mindful that items may stay in the box for a period of time.  It is not a good 
idea to leave perishables that will go bad in extreme heat or cold.   Any questions 
regarding the Columbus Blessing Box Project, including a complete list of all Colum-
bus, Ohio Locations, can be sent to: spx_cia_news@yahoo.com.

Judie Bryant 
Youth Minister

St. Pius X Youth Group News

2019 Catholic Men’s and Women’s Conferences

For more information and to register go to:  
www.catholicmensministry.com

Guest Speakers: 
Bishop Donald J. Hying 

Jesse Romero • Dr. Timothy Gray

Time:   
7:00 AM to 3:30 PM

Cost: 
Adults $40 • Students $25 • Religious Free

For more information and to register go to:   
www.columbuscatholicwomen.com

Guest Speakers: 
Father Christopher Hartley • Colleen Mitchell 

Magnus Macfarlane-Barrow • Sr. Faustina Maria Pia, S.V.  

Time: 
8:00 AM to 4:30 PM

Cost: 
Adults $45 • Students $30 • Religious Free

Columbus Catholic 
Women’s Conference 
February 16, 2019

Both conferences are in Kasich Hall at the Ohio Expo Center, 717 East 17th Avenue, Columbus, Ohio.  
Parking is $5; car pooling opportunities will be available and announced at St. Pius X. 

Both conferences will include a light breakfast and lunch as well as opportunities for the  
sacrament of confession, Eucharistic adoration and Mass.  
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Thirty parishioners participated in a 40 Days for Life prayer vigil on November 3. 
Above:  Gail Wood, Carol & Ron Shown. Below left:  Mark & Elizabeth Ficocelli;  

Below right: Lori Ficocelli, Elizabeth Ficocelli, Gail Wood,  
Gary & April Heydinger, Angela Rudolph.  Photo credit: Mark Ficocelli

Thirty parishioners participated in this year’s first St. Pius 
X’s 40 Days for Life prayer vigil held on November 3, 2019 
from 7:00 AM to 7:00 PM.  We had many men from the 
Knights of Columbus, families, and teens praying to end 
abortion outside the Planned Parenthood facility on 
Main Street in Columbus, Ohio. It was AWESOME!  

40 Days for Life is a coordinated, international campaign 
to bring 40 days of continuous prayer to local abortion 
clinics in more than 500 cities across the world.  In the 10 
years of the 40 Days for Life campaigns, 750,000 people 
have participated from 19,000 churches in 50 countries.  
14,643 lives have been saved from abortion, 177 
abortion workers have quit their jobs, and 96 abortion 
facilities have been closed, including some in Columbus.  
This is the power of prayer and fasting!  

A big thank you to Father Dave for his support!  There 
will be another 40 Days for Life campaign in the spring 
and we look forward to even greater parishioner 
participation.

Mark Ficocelli 
Parishioner

St. Pius X’s Successful 40 Days for Life Prayer Vigil 

40 Days for Life logo reprinted with permission
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Joseph’s Coat Needs to Move
The mission of Joseph’s Coat is to answer God’s call to love and to serve our neighbors by providing clothing, furniture, and 
household goods to those in need.  Over the past eleven years, we have experienced 15% growth year after year with our 
neighbors-helping-neighbor services.  We have run out of room at our current location in providing services to our neighbors 
in need; consequently, in August 2019, we must move out of our current location on Outerbelt Street near Mt. Carmel East 
hospital.  We need a location with a building of approximately 14,500 square feet sited on a lot that can accommodate 50 to 60 
parking spaces. We are willing to lease, buy, or build.  Our preference is to stay in the Reynoldsburg, Ohio area in order to maintain 
continuity of services to our east side neighbors in need as well as to remain accessible to our army of wonderful volunteers. 

Can you help? Do you know of a suitably sized building with enough on-site parking to meet our needs that Joseph’s Coat may be able 
to lease or buy in Reynoldsburg or in a nearby area?  With any capital endeavor, funding is a necessary component and we are seeking 
neighbor champions who can assist us financially.  Are you able to assist financially in supporting Joseph’s Coat?  Once we have a new 
location, we will also need additional volunteers to assist with the physical move.  Are you interested in helping with the big move? 

If you can assist any in any way, please contact me at 614-395-2057 or palutz108@gmail.com.

Thank you,

Patricia Lutz 
Joseph’s Coat

The Knitting and Crocheting Ministry is a group that meets twice a month to make items to donate to different charity organizations.  
This ministry originated at St. Matthew Catholic Church in Gahanna, Ohio; the group at St. Pius X is one of the associated satellite 
groups. We make hats and scarves for adults, children and toddlers, baby blankets and lap robes.  Different organizations apply for the 
donations of these handmade items and send in a wish list of their needs. Each November there is a distribution day when items are 
packed up and sent to the requesting organizations.  Each item has a prayer pinned to it for the recipient.

We had a very successful 2018.  The overall total of donated items from the St. Pius X group was 1,702. The entire group total was 
17,641 items for donation! There were 52 different organizations that received the hats and scarves and other handmade items.

We are always looking for new members to join us in this wonderful ministry. You do not need to be a master at needlework. There 
are plenty of us who are willing to help you if you need direction. The St. Pius X group meets the second and fourth Wednesdays 
from 9:30 AM to 11:30 AM in the Bride’s Room.  If you are unable to attend the meetings but want to contribute, you may make 
your items at home and then drop them off in the Bride’s Room labeled for the Knitting and Crocheting Ministry.  We also 
appreciate yarn donations. Come join us for fellowship and fun as we make items to help keep our neighbors warm! Phyllis Bierl 
is the contact person for this ministry; she can be reached at 614-580-4359 or by e-mail at phonebookgram@aol.com if you have 
additional questions.

Diane Gawron 
Knitty and Crocheting Ministry

Knitting and Crocheting Ministry
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Lenten Calendar 2019 
Ash Wednesday   March 6, 2019  
    Mass Schedule    8:30 AM and 7:00 PM 
    Day of Fast and Abstinence

Sacrament of Penance  Wednesday   12:00 PM-1:00 PM 
    Saturday   3:30 PM-5:00 PM – Note Earlier Time

Communal Penance Service  March 19    7:00 PM at Seton Parish

Stations of the Cross  Monday    9:15 AM 
    Friday     1:45 PM March 8, March22, April 5, April 12 
    Friday     6:00 PM

Living Stations of the Cross April 14    6:00 PM-6:30 PM Church

Knights of Columbus Fish Fry March 8, March 22, April 5 5:00 PM -7:00 PM  
    Monsignor Funk Family Center

Catholic Relief Services Please participate in the CRS Rice Bowl program

Anointing of the Sick  March 16       5:00 PM Mass 
    March 17       8:30 AM Mass

Adult Faith Formation  Faith Sharing groups discussing the video series  
    Presence: The Mystery of the Eucharist on Formed.org

Parish Mission   March 24-26   7:00 PM Church 
    “Why is There Still Suffering?” by Father Thomas Blau, OP 
    Followed by reception in Monsignor Funk Family Center

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE

April 14   Palm Sunday   Regular Mass Schedule

April 17   Tenebrae    7:30 PM

April 18   Holy Thursday 
    Mass of the Lord’s Supper  7:30 PM 
    Adoration    Until 10:00 PM

April 19   Celebration of the Lord’s Passion 3:00 PM – Note Change of Time 
    Stations of the Cross   6:00 PM 
    Day of Fast and Abstinence

April 20   Blessing of Easter food baskets  1:00 PM Church

    Easter Vigil    8:00 PM 
    Followed by reception for those received into the Church 
    in the Monsignor Funk Family Center

April 21   Easter Sunday   8:00 AM, 10:00 AM and 12:00 PM 
        Note Change of Mass Schedule

FAST refers to the amount of food eaten. All Catholics between the ages of 18 and 59 are to fast on Ash Wednesday and 
Good Friday. This means that only one full meal and two smaller meals are to be eaten on these two days. Solid foods 
between meals are to be avoided. ABSTINENCE means that all Catholics over 14 years of age are obligated to abstain 
from meat on Ash Wednesday and all Fridays of Lent.



EDITOR’S NOTE
Welcome to the first issue of Connections 2019.  I hope that you will find 
this issue informative and thought-provoking on a variety of topics. 

In this issue, Father Young, sends a very thoughtful message to all of us 
as we approach the beginning of Lent on March 6, 2019.  

Darren Smith, St. Pius X school principal, shares the latest TerraNova® 
scores for St. Pius X school children in grades 2-8.

Leah Kelly has provided the Lenten Calendar for 2019 and the Holy 
Week schedule. Please read carefully.

Sharon Miller writes about the importance of play in pre-school and 
Judie Bryant shares news about the St. Pius X Youth Group.

Pat Lutz explains why Joseph’s Coat needs to move to a new location 
while Diane Gawron writes about the Knitting and Crocheting ministry.

I continue an open call for articles for Connections.  Please submit 
your article as a Word document attached to your e-mail message; 
Google docs and PDFs are cumbersome.  Please include addresses for 
any event and the contact names and contact information if needed 
for any article or event.  I use the Catholic News Service’s Stylebook on 
Religion, which is used by the Vatican, for editing purposes and which, 
typically, mostly impacts the use of capitalization in submitted articles. 
Connections follows diocesan guidelines on the use of photographs of 
children and cannot use them without parental consent.  I will request 
the author of an article to get reprint permission if needed.

Articles can be submitted to Michelle Carey at the parish office or 
to me directly at carol.a.mcglone@gmail.com.   We are open and 
interested in your feedback. What do you like? What can we do better?  
What kind of articles are you interested in?

All God’s blessings, 
Carol McGlone
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