
April 11, 2021 Sunday of Divine Mercy

MASS TIMES AND INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK
(STM-ASHLAND, STJ-GREENWOOD, CC-CARE CENTER, OXB-OX BOW)
Mon 12 StM ——— No Mass
Tue 13 StM 8:00am +Albert & +Anna Eisenmann
Wed 14 CC 9:15am All Souls Day Intentions
Thu 15 StM 8:00am +Bob Machacek
Fri 16 StM 8:00am All Patriots
Sat 17 Oxb 9:15am Geraldine Vanek
Sat 17 StM 5:00pm Pastor’s Intention
Sun 18 StM 8:30am For the People
Sun 18 StJ 10:30am +Souls in Manley St Patrick Cemetery

READINGS AND CELEBRATIONS THIS WEEK
Mon Acts 4:23-31/Jn 3:1-8
Tue Acts 4:32-37/Jn 3:7b-15

St. Martin I, Pope and Martyr
Wed Acts 5:17-26/Jn 3:16-21
Thu Acts 5:17-26/Jn 3:16-21
Fri Acts 5:34-42/Jn 6:1-15
Sat Acts 6:1-7/Jn 6:16-21
Sun Acts 3:13-15, 17-19/1 Jn 2:1-5a/Lk 24:35-48

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
BEFORE MASS OR CALL THE RECTORY
SATURDAY ST MARY 4:00 - 4:50pm
SUNDAY ST MARY 8:00 - 8:20am
SUNDAY ST JOSEPH 10:10 - 10:20am

Seminarian Prayer Calendar – Please pray this week for semi-
narian Paul Mach (College 3 St. Gregory the Great Seminary) from
St. Teresa, Lincoln and St. Michael, Fairbury.

Daily Mass at 8am, Saturday Vigil Mass at 5pm, Sunday Mass at 8:30am live-streamed on St. Mary’s Face Book Page & St. Mary’s Website

Sunday of Divine Mercy
Please Attend —  Today, April 11

1:45pm St. Mary Church Basement
Divine Mercy Video Presentation
learn more about this Perfect treasure from God

3:00pm   St. Mary Church
Divine Mercy Holy Hour
Exposition, Chanted Divine Mercy Chaplet,
Healing Prayers, Confession

The message of The Divine Mercy is simple. It is that God
loves us – all of us. And, He wants us to recognize that His
mercy is greater than our sins, so that we will call upon
Him with trust, receive His mercy, and let it flow through us
to others. Thus, all will come to share His joy.

St. Mary Church
1625 Adams Street, Ashland
Saturday Vigil Mass 5:00PM

Sunday Mass 8:30AM

St. Joseph Church
7 Oak Street, Greenwood

Sunday Mass 10:30AM

Saint Mary & Saint Joseph Catholic Churches
Father William Holoubek

1625 Adams Street
Ashland, NE  68003

Rectory & Fax  (402) 944-3554
Emergency  (402) 469-2893

eMail:
stmaryashland@windstream.net

Web site: https://stmaryashland.org/ Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/stmary.org/
Preschool   (402) 944-7509 ashlandstmarypreschool@windstream.net

Diocese of Lincoln: www.lincolndiocese.org



PRAYER OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love You

above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if
You were already there and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated
from You. Amen.

MINISTRIES FOR NEXT WEEKEND
Sat Apr 17 5:00pm

   Acolyte Anthony Weaver
   Reader Karen Stille

Sun Apr 18 8:30am
   Acolyte Dave Romans
   Reader Rod Reisen

Sun Apr 18 10:30am
   Reader
   Offertory

OUR RETURN TO THE LORD MAR 29– APR 4
St Mary and St Joseph parishes are sustained by
the generosity of our parishioners. Thank you for

your continued dedication and support!
St Mary St Joseph

Adult $1420.00 $390.00
Plate 358.00 10.00
Holy Day Collection 1212.00 60.00
Online Giving 360.00
Mass Stipends 50.00
Memorials 100.00 20.00
Votive Candles 24.10
Holy Land 173.00 20.00

Total $3697.10 $500.00

Weekly Budget $2,379.00 $460.00
St Mary and St Joseph Churches offer automated clearing house (ACH)
giving as a way to automate your weekly offering. ACH giving offers con-
venience to parish members and provides donation consistency for our
parish budgets. To enroll, please complete an ACH Authorization Form
found on the table at the back of the church or call the parish office. Pa-
rishioners can also donate electronically on the parish web site: https://
stmaryashland.org

WELCOME NEW PARISHIONERS Please call the rectory
to register or for information on any of our parish
activities/organizations. Registration forms for St.
Mary or St. Joseph Parishes are also available for
download at stmaryashland.org and in the wall pock-
ets in the back of St. Mary church. Completed regis-
tration forms may be placed in the collection basket.

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS

Class of 2021 Graduates              If you would like to
apply   for the Altar Society          Scholarship, please
e-mail Altar Society Co-President, Pam McAlexander,
mspam18@hotmail.com to request an application.
Completed applications due April 29

Thursday Morning Men’s Group All men of both
parishes invited.  Thursday mornings, 6:00-7:00am in
St. Mary Church Basement.  Breakfast included.  Top-
ics and studies to be determined as we go.

ALL WOMEN PLEASE PRAY This month
  all women of both parishes are encouraged
  to pray the Prayer to St. Monica, for the
intention of our youth returning to the
church. April is the Wahoo Deanery’s month

to participate in the Prayer Auxiliary of St.
Monica. Through this auxiliary, women of the Lincoln
Diocese seek to emulate St. Monica in a never-
ending prayer of petition. Each day of the year,
women of the Council of Catholic Women attend
Mass to pray for the return of our youth to the
Church. In turn, each Deanery, and it’s respective
parishes, are asked to do their part in prayer during
an assigned month of the year.  Please pray, espe-
cially during April:

PRAYER TO SAINT MONICA
O God, You are the comfort of those who mourn,

and the Savior of us all who trust in You.
Blessed Monica’s loving tears moved You

to convert her son, Augustine.
Help us, who pray to You for the salvation

of our sons and daughters, too.
May we also grieve for our sins,

and win the grace of Your pardon,
through the intersession of this loving saint,

through Christ Our Lord. Amen.
Saint Monica, the patroness of mothers,

Pray for us.

A SINCERE THANKS to all who had a hand in our
Holy Week and Easter preparations and celebrations.
All who cleaned, organized, read, served, assisted,
rearranged, decorated, sang, played instruments,
donated, attended, and anything else we may have
overlooked, please know you and all your efforts are
very much appreciated!

CONGRATULATIONS
                  to Ryan and Morgan Sattler
    on the recent baptism of their daughter,

Josephine Catherine!
    Nothing gives me greater joy than to hear that
              my children are walking in the truth.—3 John 1:4

I have joined my brother bishops, Archbishop Lucas and Bishop Hanefeldt in making this announcement.
During the season of Easter the Southern Nebraska Register will publish a catechetical series on this. Yet, I would

like to use the occasion of this announcement by recalling the deepest reasons why Catholics have a grave obligation to
attend Mass as well as clarify, in light of COVID-19, when the obligation does not apply.

The reason all Catholics have a grave obligation of being physically present for Mass on Sundays and holy days is
because the Eucharist is at the heart of what it is to be a Christian. In the Eucharist, Jesus Christ, the Risen Lord is truly p re-
sent. When the Mass is celebrated, heaven comes to earth and the redemption Jesus attained on the cross comes to us
personally. When the scriptures are proclaimed, God Himself speaks to His people.

In Holy Communion, when we receive Him worthily, that is, without mortal sin, we are physically and spiritually
united to Him and to our brothers and sisters in Christ. Likewise, participation in the celebration of the Eucharist on Sun-
days is the primary way that we keep the Lord’s Day holy and so live out the third Commandment. These are some of the
deepest reasons why there is an obligation and why we should freely want to fulfill this obligation.

Nevertheless, there are certain instances when a person is “excused for a serious reason” (CCC 2181) from the
obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and holy days.  A serious reason occurs when one is physically or morally prevented
from attending. For example, if a person is sick from a bodily illness or if one has no means of reasonable transportation,
then he or she is physically prevented from attending Mass and the obligation no longer applies.

Likewise, if a parent is taking care of a sick child, or if military personnel would compromise their duty for the
common good, then one is morally prevented from attending Mass and the obligation no longer applies.

What about COVID-19? Here I would like to offer some guidance of when the obligation does not apply:
-If you have been diagnosed with COVID-19 or have good reason to believe that you may have contracted it
-If you are ill or have a condition that would seriously compromise your health if you contracted COVID-19
-If you care for the sick, homebound, or infirmed and have a compelling reason for believing that you would

infect them by going to Mass
-If you have significant and grave fear or anxiety of becoming ill by being at Mass
-If you are elderly or pregnant and have a serious reason to believe you would put yourself or your child at

risk by attending Mass
In applying this guidance, each person must use their good judgment. If someone is unsure, confused, or concerned about
a scenario not listed here please consult any priest for clarity.

It is my hope and prayer that the Holy Spirit will continue to bring us all together as a Catholic community
throughout the Easter season and that Pentecost will be a time of vital renewal in the Church in Southern Nebraska.

Bishop James D. Conley, Bishop of Lincoln

The Sunday and Holy Day Mass obligation to be restored in the Lincoln Diocese
beginning Sunday, May 23 (the Solemnity of Pentecost).

A letter from Bishop Conley:
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Upcoming Parish Events - Save the Date
Apr 16 Morning Men’s Group
Apr 18 First Communion

(please pray for our First Communicants)
May 4 Confirmation

(please pray for our Confirmation Candidates)
May 7 First Friday Adoration
May 8 Saturday Devotion
May 13 The Ascension of the Lord
May 23 Pentacost Sunday

Sunday & Holy Day Mass Obligation Reinstated

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS
April Food Requests Please leave donations in the
boxes in the back of the church
VFW Food Pantry - Pancake syrup, dish soap, and
sides. Please call Jean Stewart (402-944-3483) if you need
assistance
Kids’ Cupboard - breakfast cereal

Parish Groups and Contacts
Knights of Columbus Open to all Catholic men, this group meets
the first Thursday of the month at 7pm.
St. Mary Altar Society This group includes all women of the parish
and meets the second Thursday of the month at 7pm (excluding
the summer months Jun-Aug). On Facebook “Ashland St. Mary’s
Altar Society”.
St. Joseph Altar Society This group includes all women of the
parish and meets the third Thursday of the month at 7pm.
Young Women’s Group This group meets bi-weekly on Tuesdays
at 8pm.  Please contact Maggie Onwiler at onwilerm@gmail.com
for more information.
Eucharistic Adoration Call or text Lisa Isaacson at 402-314-4340 if
you are interested in a holy hour on First Friday/First Saturday.
Hall Rental Call Karen Romans at 402-521-0272. There is no cost
to rent the hall, but a donation of $25 is suggested.
Suppers for the Soul Call Jackie Fudge at 402-944-7600 if you or
someone you know could use some meal assistance due to illness,
recovery, new baby, hardship, etc.
Prayer Chain Call Winnie von Rentzell at 402-944-2706, or email
her at wv30728@windstream.net, to place a prayer request or to
join the prayer chain.
Bulletin Send bulletin announcements to Lisa Isaacson at
mrs.nate.isaacson@gmail.com by midday Wednesday. All an-
nouncements will be reviewed by Father.

ROC Meals for Ashland Teens See the signup sheet
at the back of the church for open meal dates. Much grati-
tude to all who have generously donated time, effort, &
food to this great community ministry!

Greenwood Community Food Pantry If you need
food, please contact Cindy Rex (402-789-7265), Beth Massa
(402-540-8537), or Jarid Massa (402-430-0238) for confi-
dential assistance with your food needs

Abortion Tuesdays -
Pray and Fast on Tuesdays
Planned Parenthood in Lincoln
conducts abortions every Tuesday.
Pray for mothers to choose life
for their babies and to receive all the
support , strength and holy guidance they need.

DEANERY AND DIOCESAN ANNOUNCEMENTS

Virtual Marriage Encounter Apr 23 - 25 Marriage
Encounter virtual weekend “Opening Our Hearts Over
to One-Another”. Contact Pat & Janelle Benson:
Pat 308-940-0670, Janelle 308-940-1105,
pbjbben@yahoo.com

Camp Kateri Summer Camp Registration Register
now for SKY Camp (rising grades 5th-9th), Catholic
Adventure Camp (rising grades 4th-6th) and the Te-
kakwitha Games (rising grades 5th-9th). Info/register:
www.campkateri.org

Camp Kateri Volunteer High School Counselors
Camp Kateri is accepting applications for volunteer
high school counselors at SKY Camp, Catholic Adven-
ture Camp and the Tekakwitha Games. Info/
download application: www.campkateri.org

Steubenville High School Youth Conference-
July 16-18, youth entering 9th grade to just gradu-
ated seniors.  Springfield, MO.  Includes transporta-
tion, meals, and lodging.  Space is limited.  Learn
more, register and pay at: https://
www.lincolndiocese.org/pilgrimages/steubenville-youth-
conference Past participating youth from our parish
highly recommend this conference!

Experiencing Infertility? There will be a day
long retreat for couples or individual spouses experi-
encing primary or secondary infertility. May 1st, 2021
from 9 am-4:00 pm, led by Fr. Tim Danek with other
guest speakers at John XXIII Diocesan Center in Lin-
coln or virtually on-line. Cost is $15/35/60 for virtual/
individual/couple.  In person includes Mass and
brunch. Sign up/more information at https://
lincolndiocese.regfox.com/ifretreat


